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April  11.  1872,  to  December  31,  1922 
WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82. 
♦Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77. 

Appel,  Charles  L.,  1922-25. 
♦Armstrong,  Geo.  B.,  1881-82; 
1908-11. 

Armstrong,  JohnC,  1921-23. 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899;  1916-21. 

Beebe,  Wm.  H.,  1887-89. 

Beroth,  Carl  O.,  1917-22. 
♦Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78. 
♦Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10. 

Bowers,  James  P.,  1901-08. 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887. 

Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-17. 
♦Brine,  Geo.  J.,  1886-87. 
♦Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;  1901-07. 
♦Callaghan,  B.,  1880-96. 

Cigrand,  B.  J.,  1903-10. 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13. 

Cuneo,  Lawrence,  1917-24. 
♦Curran,  Wm.,  1882-83. 
♦Despres,  Samuel,  1903-06;  1912- 
15. 

Diener,  T.  C,  1893-95. 
♦Dreyer,  Edw.  S.,  1889-95. 
*Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07. 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05. 
♦Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88. 
♦Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80. 
♦Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13. 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-1903. 
♦Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13. 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H.,  1903-05. 
♦Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02. 
*Gartenstein,  Jacob,  1921-22. 

Gessler,  Samuel,  1917-19. 
♦Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98. 
♦Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98. 
♦Hatch,  Azel  F.,  1890-93;  1894- 

1900. 
♦Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75. 

Healy,  J.  J.,  1913-25. 


Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98. 
♦Heldmann,  Geo.  D.,  1902-03. 

Henius,  Max,  1911-17. 

Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901. 
*Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97. 
♦Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81. 
♦Hoyne,  Thos.,  1872-75. 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L.,  1898-1901. 
♦Hynes,  Wm.  J.,  1881-87. 

Jonas,  Edgar  A.,  1917-19. 
♦Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89. 
*Kaspar,  Wm.,  1889-94. 

Keeley,  Thos.  F.,  1894-97. 
♦Kent,  Wm.  D.,  1888-89. 

Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-17. 

Kuflewski,  W.  A.,  1899-1902. 

Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-17. 

Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900. 
♦Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06. 
♦Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82. 
♦Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06. 
♦McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-1901. 

McDowell,   Malcolm,   1913-14. 
*  McLaughlin,  Robert  J.,  1919-20. 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87. 
*Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88. 

Mason,  George,   1874-80. 

Mayer,  Oscar  G.,  1914-17. 

Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03. 
♦Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96. 
♦Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88. 

Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08. 

Oldenburg,  Adam  C,  1921-23. 
♦Onahan,  Wm.  J.,  1874-81. 

O'Connell,  T.  Frank,  1913-17. 
*Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-1903 
♦Plamondon,  Chas.  A.,  1899-1902. 

Pokorney,  Frank  J.,  1913-17. 
♦Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76. 
♦Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75. 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11. 
♦Rend,  Wm.  P.,  1889-92. 
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♦Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-85. 
♦Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75. 

Roulston,  Robert  J.,  1905-13. 
*Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85. 

Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99. 

Schick,  Charles  E.,  1917-23. 
♦Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82. 
♦Scranton,  Abner  R.,  1876-79. 
♦Sheahan,  James  W.,  1872-74. 
♦Shields,  Michael,  1902-03. 
♦Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80. 
♦Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95. 

Shutter,  R.  G.,  1917-20. 
♦Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94. 
♦Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93. 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79. 


♦Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95. 
♦Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81. 

Sproul,  Elliott  W.,  1919-22. 

Stern,  Julius,  1906-12. 
♦Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87. 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12. 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24. 

Turner,  F.  W.,  1921-24. 
*Umbdenstock,  Michael,  1887-90. 
♦Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99. 
♦Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13. 
♦Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83. 
♦Waterman,  Arba  N.,   1908-10. 
♦Wells,  Wm.  H.,  1882-85. 
♦Williams,  Norman,  1887-89. 
♦Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74. 


♦Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
♦Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 

Wilson,  Harry  G.,  Acting  Secretary,  October  15,  1908,  to  March  11,  1909. 
Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
♦Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.D.,  Librarian  from  October  25,  1873,  to  August  1, 

1887. 
♦Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 

Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
♦Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  from  October  11,  1909,  to  September  13,  1917. 

Roden,  Carl  B.,  Librarian  since  March  11,  1918. 


♦Deceased. 


Fifty- First  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  Public  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  City 
OF  Chicago  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  has  the  honor  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the  Public 
Library  covering  the  fiscal  and  calendar  year  ending  December 
31,  1922,  in  which  are  included  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and 
Secretary  describing  in  detail  the  operation  and  activities  of  the 
Library  for  the  same  period. 

The  period  covered  by  the  present  report  completes  a  half 
century  of  continuous  and  steadily  increasing  service  rendered 
to  this  community  by  the  Public  Library  since  its  doors  v^^ere  first 
opened  to  the  public  on  New  Year's  Day,  1873,  in  the  famous 
Water  Tank.  Plans  have  been  made  for  the  proper  observance 
of  this  anniversary,  and  that  event  constitutes  the  first  activity  of 
the  new  year  now  beginning,  being  thus  excluded  from  considera- 
tion in  this  report  which  is  concerned  only  with  the  affairs  of  the 
calendar  year  1922. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  a  period  of  considerable  progress 
and  of  comparative  prosperity  after  the  enforced  retrenchments 
in  1921  and  their  consequent  retrogressions.  Statistics  of  the  use 
of  the  Library,  presented  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  indicate  an 
increase  of  eighteen  per  cent  in  the  number  of  volumes  loaned  to 
home  readers,  which  is  the  largest  gain  in  a  single  year  since  the 
war  days  when  many  causes  contributed  to  center  the  public  inter- 
est upon  the  use  of  books — for  information,  for  distraction  and 
for  solace.  A  considerable  part  of  this  gain  must  be  credited  to 
the  re-establishment  of  service  on  a  full-time  basis  and  the  reopen- 
ing of  agencies  closed  during  the  preceding  twelve  months  be- 
cause of  lack  of  funds. 
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Such  resumption  was  made  possible  through  the  action  of  the 
General  Assembly  in  fixing  the  Library  rate  at  an  irreducible 
figure  of  eight-tenths  of  a  mill,  this  rate  being  in  operation  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year  just  closed.  The  income  produced 
was  not  only  adequate  for  the  conduct  of  the  Library  during  the 
year,  but  made  it  possible  to  rehabilitate  and  replenish  the  stock 
of  books  throughout  the  system  on  a  scale  corresponding  to  the 
dire  need  after  a  year  of  hardship.  The  fact  that  there  were 
books  enough  to  supply  all  reasonable  demands  was  probably 
responsible  in  equal  measure  with  the  reopening  of  the  closed 
branches  for  the  heavy  gain  in  Library  use. 

Several  deductions  may  usefully  be  made  from  the  year's 
work  and  experience  as  exhibited  in  the  accompanying  figures.  It 
becomes  clear,  first  of  all,  that  our  patrons  greatly  prefer  the 
neighborhood  service  of  the  branch  libraries,  limited  though  it  be 
in  scope  and  resources,  to  the  more  complete  and  extensive  re- 
sources offered  by  the  Central  Library  at  a  distance.  The  imme- 
diate and  heavy  rise  in  branch  circulation  as  soon  as  the  branches 
were  reopened  and  restocked  supplies  convincing  evidence  of  the 
truth  of  this  observation.  It  follows,  therefore,  that,  in  order 
to  render  the  highest  measure  of  service  the  Board  must  keep  the 
large  task  of  establishing  an  adequate  branch  system  constantly 
in  mind.  The  ideal  set  up  by  our  predecessors  in  office  nearly  ten 
years  ago,  of  providing  "a  branch  in  every  ward"  is  still  far  from 
fulfillment  and,  indeed,  represents  the  lowest  possible  basis  upon 
which  satisfactory  library  service  in  this  community  can  now 
be  predicated.  One  branch  library  in  each  of  the  fifty  wards 
would  by  no  means  be  adequate  provision  for  the  proper  service 
of  all  our  citizens.  But  even  that  program  must  remain  utterly 
unattainable  unless  provision  can  be  made  for  a  Building  Fund 
apart  from  the  annual  income.  The  latter  is  now,  fortunately, 
fixed  at  a  rate  which  assures  the  comfortable  and  proper  main- 
tenance of  our  present  plant.  Expansion  will,  however,  be  out  of 
the  question  until  larger  means  are  made  available.  This  matter 
was  presented  in  detail  in  a  message  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  under  date  of  August  7,  1922,  to  which  we  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  referring  your  Honorable  Body.  It  was  there  pointed 
out  that  the  creation  of  a  Building  Fund  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  to  the  Library  system  a  chain  of  properly  located  and 
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completely  equipped  library  branches  was  the  paramount  necessity 
confronting  this  Board.  Several  expedients  were  considered  for 
the  possible  creation  of  such  a  fund,  among  them  being  an  appeal 
to  citizens  of  wealth  to  consider  the  fitness  of  providing  for  such 
buildings  as  memorials.  Consideration  was  also  given  to  two 
alternative  means  of  providing  a  Building  Fund  by  public  action, 
namely,  by  bond  issue  or  by  establishment  of  a  supplementary  tax 
rate  for  this  purpose  alone.  At  the  present  time  the  last  men- 
tioned suggestion  seems  to  offer  the  best  prospect  of  success  and 
is  likely  to  be  adopted  as  the  policy  of  the  Board.  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  amendments  to  the  state  rev- 
enue act,  as  passed  in  1921,  all  tax  rates,  including  that  now  in 
force  for  the  Library,  were  established  for  three  years  only,  and 
expire  in  1924.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  for  the  Board 
to  submit  the  claims  of  the  Public  Library  once  more  to  the 
consideration  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  the  session  of  1923, 
with  the  petition  that  the  present  favorable  tax  rate  be  continued 
permanently.  In  connection  with  that  petition  it  seems  advisable 
to  submit  our  case  for  the  creation  of  a  separate  rate  for  a 
Building  Fund.  We  trust  that  your  Honorable  Body  may  be 
pleased  to  endorse  this  program,  and  that  we  may  look  forward 
to  securing  your  active  support  in  this  behalf  at  the  proper  time. 

Numerous  changes  have  occurred  in  the  personnel  of  this  Board 
since  the  last  report.  Four  new  members,  Messrs.  Armstrong, 
Gartenstein,  Oldenburg  and  Turner  began  their  terms  of  office 
with  the  first  meeting  of  the  year  and  three  others,  Messrs.  Schick, 
Tollkuehn  and  Cuneo,  were  reappointed  to  succeed  themselves. 
Regular  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  on  the  appointed  days 
throughout  the  year  and  were  faithfully  attended,  as  were,  also, 
numerous  committee  meetings,  and  the  afifairs  of  the  Library  were 
carried  on  without  interruption. 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  record,  in  this  final  paragraph, 
the  sad  blow  sustained  by  the  Board  in  the  death  of  one  of  its 
members,  Dr.  Jacob  Gartenstein,  who  was  suddenly  stricken  on 
December  22nd.  Although  his  term  of  service  with  us  had  been 
but  for  the  current  year,  Dr.  Gartenstein  had  quickly  developed 
a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  Library,  its  conduct  and  its 
future.    Active  and  sympathetic,  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  welfare 
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and  progress  of  the  institution,  his  departure  was  felt  by  the 
Board  as  a  serious  loss,  and  his  place  in  our  official  circle  will  not 
be  easily  filled. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  E.  Schick,  President 
James  J.  Healy,  Vice-President 
Carl  O.  Beroth 
Frank  F.  Tollkuehn 
Lawrence  Cuneo 
John  C.  Armstrong 
Frederick  W.  Turner 
A.  C.  Oldenburg 

Chicago,  January  22,  1923. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public  Library, 
Chicago,  January  22,  1923. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 
Public  Library: 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  statis- 
tical statements  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1922: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1922. 

Receipts 

Sale  1921  tax  warrants $    175,000.00 

Taxes    1921    $1,221,182.45 

Less  tax  warrants  1921  redeemed 175,000.00      1,046,182.45 

Taxes    1920    $       3,311.70 

Taxes  1920  (Railroad  taxes  unpaid  in  1921)...  22.09 

Taxes  1919  and  prior 7,280.28 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer..  2,431.50 

Unclaimed  wages    29.24 

Miscellaneous  receipts  : 

Sale  of  duplicates $  81.50 

Sale  of  finding  lists 570.32 

Miscellaneous    3,447.51 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 7,051.55 

Postage  refunds   892.34  12,043.22 

$1,246,300.48 
Funds,  Jan.  1,  1922: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 290.81 

Cash    in    bank   and    in    hands    of    Secretary 

(petty  cash)    1,000.00 

$1,247,591.29 
Disbursements 

Salaries,  main  library   $  385,448.90 

Salaries,  branches    268,698.33 

Salaries,  deposits  and  delivery  stations 26,016.50 

Delivery   stations   miscellaneous 7,365.54 

Branches  miscellaneous   31,269.49 

Books  277,573.03 

Binding    67,799.22 

Finding   lists    8,989.80 

Printing    and    stationery 18,329.09 
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Periodicals    $  15,484.05 

Miscellaneous    10,992.51 

Fuel    21,725.34 

Heating  and  generating  plant 2,296.27 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 1,918.83 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 492.79 

Janitor's    expense    1,805.81 

Furniture   and    fixtures 16,878.33 

Insurance    4,259.85 

Freight   and    expressage 555.71 

Postage    4,426.05 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 925.15 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 36,133.90 

Sites    for   branches 9,000.00 

Interest  on  1921  tax  warrants 2,934.90 

Total   expenditures    $1,221,319.39 

Funds  Dec.  31,  1922: 

Cash  in  hands  of   City  Treasurer 25,271.90 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary  (petty 

cash)    1,000.00 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
December  31,  1922. 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $     25,271.90 

Taxes  of  1921  collectible   (complete  returns  on 
taxes  of  1921  not  made  by  County  Treasurer)        78,979.10 


From  this  balance  an  amount  estimated  at  $65,000 
for  losses  and  cost  of  extension  and  collection 
of  taxes  for  1921  is  to  be  deducted 


$1,247,591.29 


$   104.251.00 


65,000.00 


Miscellaneous  Funds 
Rental  Collection : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 

Books  purchased   $       7,064.04 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 5,770.64 

Security  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 

Deposits  for  cards  and  books 


$     39,251.00 


$    z:n\.z7 

9,060.31 

$     12.834.68 

12,834.68 


2,108.80 
5,509.16 


$       7,617.96 
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Deposits  refunded  $       5,554.26 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 2,063.70   $      7,617.96 

Special  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 100.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 $  100.00 

Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  Nov.  1,  1922 400.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 400.00 

Pension  Fund : 

Fines  for  retention  of  books 51,256.44 

Fines  paid  to  Treasurer  of  pension  fund 51,256.44 

Secretary's  Petty  Cash : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 566.89 

Reimbursed  by  Library  Fund 9,141.70 

$       9,708.59 
Miscellaneous  expense  as  per  vouchers  audited..         9,699.07 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 9.52    $       9,708.59 

Trust  Funds 
Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Kelly  Branch  Library  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 $  3.82 

Income  from  investments 11,189.66 

$     11,193.48 

Expended  on  account  of  salaries $     10,886.65 

Accrued  interest  300.55 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 6.28  11,193.48 

Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 37.58 

Income  from  investments 376.28 

$         413.86 

Books  purchased   $  299.56 

Accrued    interest    20.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1922 94.30  413.86 

Beecher  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 94.63 

Income  from  investments 90.59 

$  185.22 

Books  purchased   $  93.30 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 91.92  185.22 
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Jackson  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1922 $  32.35 

Income  from  investments 50.67 


$  83.02 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1922 $  83.02  83.02 

Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
Trust  Funds : 

Hiram   Kelly  bequest $  200,000.00 

Wm.   H.   Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome   Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram    Kelly    increment.... 65,000.00 

278,000.00 
Investments : 

Bonds  Jan.  1,  1922 $277,693.15 

Less  bonds  matured 17,503.00 

$260,190.15 
Bonds  purchased   17,703.40 

Bonds   Dec.   31,   1922    (par  value 

$282,150.00)    $   277,893.55 

Cash  uninvested   106.45         278,000.00 

Cash  Reconcilement 
Incidental    fund    $       1,000.00 

Less  incidental   fund  not  reimbursed  by   City 

Treasurer     990.48    $  9.52 

Security  deposits    2,063.70 

Special  deposits    100.00 

Insurance  fund   400.00 

Rental   collection    5,770.64 

Kelly  Branch   fund 6.28 

Ryder    fund    income 94.30 

Beecher  fund  income 91.92 

Jackson  fund  income 83.02 

Cash  balance  trust  funds 106.45 


Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  library  books 
Dec.  31,  1922 $       8,725.83 
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LIST  OF  SECURITIES 
No.  of  Matu-  Denomi-     Par 

Bonds                        Description                          Rate  rity  nation  value 

7  Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  N.  Chicago..  4%  1925  $1,000  $  7,000.00 
39    Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  Lake  View..  4%  1923  1,000  39,000.00 

2  Lincoln  Park    Commissioners 4%  1931  1,000  2,000.00 

15    City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1927  1,000  15,000.00 

15    City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1928  1,000  15,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1929  1,000  15,000.00 

5     City  of  Chicago,  judgment  refunding.  4^%  1924  1,000  5,000.00 

5     City  of  Chicago,  judgment  refunding.  4^%  1925  1,000  5,000.00 

8  City  of  Chicago,  judgment  refunding.  4^^%  1926  1,000  8,000.00 
1     City  of  Chicago,  judgment  refunding.  4^%  1927  1,000  1,000.00 
1     City  of   Chicago,   Ashland  Ave.   Im- 
provement     4%  1929  1,000  1,000.00 

1     City  of  Chicago,  Police  Dept.  Bldg. . .  4%  1930  500  500.00 

3  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1923  1,000  3,000.00 

16  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1926  1,000  16,000.00 

1     Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1928  1,000  1,000.00 

15     Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1930  1,000  15.000.00 

27     South   Park  Commissioners 4%  1923  1,000  27,000.00 

5     South  Park  Commissioners 4%  1923  1,000  5,000.00 

4  South  Park  Commissioners 4%  1930  1,000  4,000.00 

10    South   Park  Commissioners 4%  1931  1,000  10.000.00 

4  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1923  1,000  4,000.00 

8    West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1924  1,000  8,000.00 

1    West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1926  1,000  1,000.00 

1  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1926  1,000  1,000.00 

2  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1927  1,000  2,000.00 

1  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1928  1,000  1,000.00 

2  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1930  1,000  2,000.00 

1     West  Chicago  Park  Commissioners...  4%  1925  1,000  1,000.00 

5  Rockford,  111.,  school  building 5%  1934  1,000  5,000.00 

5    Rockford,  111.,  school  building 5%  1935  1,000  5,000.00 

1  Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4%  1949  500  500.00 

5     Livingston      Co..      111.,      Consolidated 

School   District   No.   185 5%  1938  1,000  5,000.00 

2  Livingston      Co.,      111.,      Consolidated 

School   District   No.   185 5%  1941  1,000  2,000.00 

1  Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School   District   No.   537 S%  1933  1,000  1,000.00 

2  Putnam     Co.,     Ill,     Township     High 

School   District   No.   537 5%  1934  1,000  2,000.00 

1     Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School   District   No.   537 5%  1935  1,000  1,000.00 

3  Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School   District   No.  537 S%  1939  1,000  3,000.00 

3     Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School   District   No.   537. 5%  1940  1,000  3,000.00 

8    United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan 4^4%  1928  1,000  8,000.00 

1     United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan 4^%  1928  100  100.00 

1    United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan 4^%  1928  50  50.00 

17    United  States  4th  Liberty  Loan 4^%  1938  1,000  17,000.00 

3    United  States  4th  Liberty  Loan 4^%  1938  5,000  15,000.00 

$282,150.00 
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Chicago,  Jan.  22,  1923. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 
Public  Library: 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1922, 
and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to  examme 
the  Library  Account  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and  we  found  that 
the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc.,  entered  therein  agreed  with  the 
receipts  in  the  Library  books. 

Li  company  with  the  Secretary  and  two  of  the  Directors,  we 
inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various  investments,  all 
of  which  were  produced  to  us. 

We  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements,  comparing  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities ;  and 
WE  CERTIFY  them  to  be  correct. 

Yours  very  truly, 
UNITED  STATES  AUDIT  CO., 
Whitney  B.  Flershem,  C.  P.  A., 

Member  of  American  Institute 
of  Accountants. 
BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in  library  Jan.  1,  1922 1,099,711 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 209,957 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 5,925 

Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded 771 

Number  of  books  received  from  other  sources. . .     5,790 

Total  number  of  books  added  the  past  year. .  222,443 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 64,532 

Number  of  books  withdrawn    (duplicates,  etc.)..  4,313 

Number  of  books  delinquent  1921    3,425 

♦  Number  of  books  missing  1921  7  n^a 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 7,028 

Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year  108,319 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year ' 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  library  Jan.  1 ,  1923  1,213,835 

♦Includes  missing  for  main  library  1919-1922. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 
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State  of  Illinois,   | 
County  of  Cook.  5 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing 
statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  Wilson. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  22d  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1923. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and   Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 

Public  Library: 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
fifty-first  annual  report  upon  the  activities  of  the  Library  during 
the  year  beginning  January  1  and  ending  December  31,  1922. 

Home  Circulation 

Agencies  Volumes 

1921     1922  1921  1922 

Central  Library    1          1  1,368,368  1,288,702 

Branches  (open  full  year) 29        37  3,544,828  4,772,584 

Branches  (closed  after  January) 10  70,825 

High  School  Libraries 7          7  376,559  320,114 

Deposit   Stations    68        81  1,104,145  1,273,325 

Business  House  Libraries 63        66  237,870  228,459 

Special  Deposits  81        88  90,662  122,029 

School     Deposits     (Schools:     1921:     244; 

1922:     236)    1850    1935  679,511  820,560 

Total    2109    2215    7,472,768  8,825,773 

Daily  Average  Circulation   24,501  28,937 

Registered  card  holders : 

General    236,794  253,447 

Deposit  Stations  54,284  49,666 

Business  House  Libraries 39,440  19,330 

Special  Deposits  9,396  10,204 

School  Deposits   83,250  87,075 

Total    423,164       419,722 

This  report,  although  numerically  styled  the  fifty-first,  covers 
the  fiftieth  full  year  of  the  life  and  activities  of  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library  since  the  doors  of  its  earliest,  hastily  improvised  home 
were  opened  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1873.  The  discrepancy 
in  the  numbering  is  due  to  an  overlapping  of  reporting  periods 
in  1919  when  the  fiscal  year  of  public  institutions  was  by  statute 
changed  to  coincide  with  the  calendar  year. 

There  is  here  neither  the  space  nor  the  occasion  for  a  historical 
review,  which  has  been  embodied  in  a  separate  publication  compiled 
to  record  the  formal  observance  of  the  anniversary.  The  follow- 
ing record  of  the  work  of  the  year  will,  however,  suggest  many  a 
backward  glance  to  the  day  of  small  beginnings,  and  may  well 
serve  as  a  milestone  from  which  to  measure  the  progress  of  the 
intervening  years. 
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With  an  assured  income  nearly  fifty  per  cent  higher  than  that 
which  during  the  preceding  twelve  months  had  forced  a  series  of 
bitter  retrenchments  and  reductions  it  was  possible  to  prepare  for 
a  complete  resumption  of  all  activities  that  had  been  curtailed  or 
suspended,  and  this  was  the  first  and  chief  business  of  the  year. 
But  it  was  soon  found  that  money  alone  would  not  avail  to  pick 
up  the  broken  threads  of  an  organization  disintegrated  and  in 
some  degree  demoralized  by  the  experience  of  the  previous  term 
of  hardship.  Out  of  sixteen  branches  closed  in  1921  it  was  possible 
to  reopen  and  rehabilitate  only  seven  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
Dvorak  Park  Branch  was  reopened  in  May ;  Fuller  and  McKinley 
Parks,  Davis  Square  and  Morse  School  followed  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. Cornell  Square  resumed  operations  in  October.  Scan- 
Ian  School  Branch  has  been  conducted  as  a  deposit  by  the  teachers 
without  help  from  the  Library  and  is  not  at  present  classed  as  a 
branch.  The  seven  high  school  libraries  were  reinstated  at  inter- 
vals during  the  fall  term,  the  last  one,  at  Senn  High  School, 
being  delayed  until  December  8th. 

The  causes  of  this  halting  progress  in  recovering  our  lost 
positions  were  twofold,  namely :  books  and  staff.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  assemble  complete  new  book  stocks  for  all  closed  branches 
since  the  books  on  their  shelves  when  they  were  discontinued 
had  been  dispersed  among  the  installations  remaining  in  opera- 
tion, to  fill  in  part  the  gaps  in  their  collections  caused  by  the 
reduction  of  book  funds  during  the  year  of  retrenchment.  The 
work  of  ordering,  preparing  and  distributing  this  huge  number 
of  new  books,  added  to  that  of  handling  enormous  replacement 
orders  needed  throughout  the  system,  taxed  the  facilities  and  ma- 
chinery of  the  order  and  branch  departments  to  the  limit  of 
capacity  and  could  be  accomplished  only  at  the  cost  of  much  time. 
Added  to  this,  our  chronic  lack  of  sufficient  help  and  the  necessity 
of  recruiting  new  staffs,  most  of  the  members  of  which  were 
utterly  without  preparation  or  experience,  and  had  to  be  subjected 
to  at  least  a  semblance  of  rudimentary  training,  combined  to 
create  a  situation  which  inevitably  resulted  in  congestion,  stop- 
page and  delay. 

Nine  former  branches  still  remain  closed,  and  four  of  this 
number  will  not  be  reopened.  At  Burr  School  and  West  26th 
Street  the  premises  formerly  occupied  are  no  longer  available 
and  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  secure  new  quarters,  although 
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library  agencies  are  urgently  needed  in  both  localities.  The 
branch  at  Palmer  Park  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  superseded  in  the  near 
future  by  a  more  suitable  building  to  be  erected  by  the  Library  on 
a  site  already  acquired  in  the  community  known  as  Roseland.  The 
district  formerly  covered  by  Sumner  School  Branch  is  now  served 
much  more  satisfactorily  by  the  Legler  Regional  Branch.  Armour 
Square  and  Mark  White  Square,  in  the  South  Park  system,  and 
Stanford  and  Pulaski  Parks,  on  the  west  side,  remain  to  be  con- 
sidered for  possible  resumption.  At  Forestville  School  we  have 
acquired,  by  arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Education,  the  use 
of  an  attractive  and  commodious  stone  residence  standing  on 
ground  recently  purchased  by  that  Board.  The  building  has  been 
remodeled  in  accordance  with  our  requirements  and  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  as  a  library  branch  early  in  the  new  year.  We 
entertain  the  hope  that  this  generous  provision  will  become  a 
precedent  for  future  experiments  in  co-operation  between  the 
Library  and  the  School  Board  that  will  result  advantageously  to 
both  and  establish  a  basis  for  joint  activities  to  the  further  bene- 
fit of  the  community.  In  this  connection  we  are  pleased  to  record 
another  manifestation  of  this  spirit  of  helpfulness.  In  July  it 
became  necessary  for  our  Butler  House  Branch  to  vacate  the 
pleasant  rooms  it  occupied  in  that  institution,  and  the  emergency 
created  by  the  absolute  impossibility  of  finding  other  quarters  in 
the  neighborhood  was  relieved  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  in  permitting  the  installation  of  this  important 
branch  in  the  assembly  hall  of  the  Nettlehorst  School  until  Octo- 
ber first  when  other  arrangements  could  be  made. 

To  complete  the  story  of  activities  in  the  branches,  we  record 
the  establishment,  in  June,  of  one  new  branch,  named  Albany 
Park,  at  3534  Lawrence  avenue,  and  the  removal  of  Rogers  Park 
Branch  to  new  and  much  larger  and  better  quarters  at  1731  Green- 
leaf  avenue.  Albany  Park  Branch  has  already  climbed  to  a  place 
among  the  largest  of  our  agencies  in  point  of  use,  and,  incident- 
ally, has  practically  outgrown  the  attractive  corner  store  in  which 
it  is  housed. 

In  October  a  rather  comprehensive  shifting  of  branch  per- 
sonnel took  place,  resulting  in  improved  organization  and  co-ordi- 
nation and  a  general  freshening  of  interest  and  viewpoint  which 
becomes  occasionally  desirable  in  a  large  and  widely  scattered 
staff. 
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The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  was  begun  by  this 
Library  on  May  1,  1874,  when  Dr.  W.  F.  Poole,  the  Librarian, 
personally  issued  to  President  Thomas  Hoyne  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  a  copy  of  "Tom  Brown's  Schooldays,"  that  excellent 
English  story  of  schoolboy  life  written  by  Thomas  Hughes,  our 
famous  British  founder  and  patron.  The  slip  of  paper  on  which 
this  transaction  was  recorded  was  recently  discovered  among  the 
literary  remains  of  Mr.  Hoyne  and  was  presented  to  the  Library 
by  his  grandson,  the  Hon.  Maclay  Hoyne,  at  our  anniversary 
exercises  on  New  Year's  Day.  The  lending  service  inaugurated 
with  this  pleasant  incident  resulted  in  the  astonishing  total  of 
399,156  volumes  borrowed  for  home  reading  during  the  first 
twelve  months.  It  is  pointed  out  in  the  contemporary  report  that 
this  number  greatly  exceeds  the  statistics  of  similar  activities  in 
any  other  American  public  library  of  that  time. 

For  the  year  covered  by  the  present  report  the  total  number  of 
volumes  issued  for  home  reading  from  all  agencies  was  8,825,773, 
an  increase  of  18.1  per  cent  over  1921  and  of  17.6  per  cent  over 
1920,  the  last  preceding  year  in  which  all  of  our  activities  were 
fully  engaged.  The  resumption  of  full  service,  including  long 
hours  of  opening  and  the  operation  of  all  the  branches  it  was  pos- 
sible to  reinstate,  brought  prompt  returns  and  showed  once  more 
how  close  the  Library  is  to  its  constituency  and  how  quickly  the 
latter  responds  to  opportunities  for  its  greater  use.  The  thought 
is  inevitable  that  this  response,  as  expressed  in  figures  as  well  as 
in  the  inestimable  kind  of  service  that  cannot  be  shown  forth  in 
statistics  could  be  multiplied  many  times  in  Chicago  if  the  Library 
should  ever  be  able,  through  an  expansion  of  resources  and  finan- 
cial support,  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportunities  which  con- 
stantly present  themselves  but  which  cannot  be  met  because  of  the 
lack  of  means.  The  Central  Library  experienced  a  slight  drop  in 
volumes  borrowed,  indicating  the  alacrity  with  which  patrons 
returned  to  their  home  agencies  as  soon  as  these  were  re-estab- 
lished. This  small  relief  from  the  well-nigh  overwhelming  pres- 
sure on  the  central  circulating  department,  still  trying  to  function 
in  quarters  erected  twenty-seven  years  ago,  is  gratefully  noted 
and  represents  a  tendency  which  we  hope  will  grow  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  more  and  better  branches.  Meanwhile  the  command- 
ing position  of  the  main  building,  and  the  immense  expansion  of 
the  business  district,  make  it  certain  that  its  own  local  patronage 
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will  soon  grow  to  proportions  far  beyond  the  limits  of  its  present 
facilities.  On  the  busiest  day  of  the  year,  February  25,  no  less 
than  7,048  volumes  were  issued  from  the  Central  Library,  some- 
thing like  twelve  books  per  minute ! 

The  number  of  library  agencies  has  increased  by  one  hundred 
and  six,  of  which  eighty-five  are  new  school  room  deposits.  There 
are  now  thirty-seven  branches  in  operation,  and  a  fluctuating 
number  of  deposits  and  business  house  libraries,  as  shown  in  the 
table  at  the  head  of  this  report.  The  high  school  libraries  were 
reopened  as  described  above,  and  the  situation  as  to  these  installa- 
tions has  been  measurably  clarified  by  an  explicit  statement  of 
policy  adopted  by  the  Board  in  August  in  a  report  from  its  Library 
Committee,  the  conclusions  of  which  are  here  quoted  as  a  matter 
of  record: 

"Our  recommendation,  therefore,  is  that  this  Board  continue 
to  maintain  the  seven  high  school  libraries  now  in  operation,  with 
the  expectation  that  compensation  in  the  form  of  space  for  public 
branches  on  school  property  may  be  arranged  in  the  near  future. 

"It  is,  however,  hereby  declared  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  that  no  additional  high  school  libraries  will  be  opened 
and  conducted  by  this  Board  unless  or  until  a  definite  request  for 
such  opening  is  received  from  the  Board  of  Education  accom- 
panied by  definite  proposals  for  sharing  the  expense  of  main- 
tenance. 

"We  further  recommend  that  a  separate  class  of  employes  to 
be  known  as  high  school  librarians  be  established  in  the  Library 
staff  by  civil  service  examination,  and  that  the  education,  experi- 
ence, hours,  compensation  and  terms  of  service  of  said  high  school 
librarians  be  established  to  conform  so  far  as  possible  to  those  of 
high  school  teachers." 

The  circulation  of  books  in  the  branches  (including  Scanlan 
School)  was  4,772,584,  or  1,156,931  volumes  more  than  in  1921. 
Individual  branches  among  the  twenty-nine  that  were  kept  open 
for  most  or  part  of  that  year,  though  with  reduced  hours,  and 
resumed  full-time  operations  in  1922,  show  gains  of  from  five 
to  thirty-four  per  cent  and  a  book  turnover  of  from  eight  to 
twenty-one  times.  A  complete  analysis  of  the  branch  circulation, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  character,  is  found  in  the  interesting  tables 
appended  to  this  report.  It  is,  unfortunately  impossible  to  apply 
similar  processes  of  analysis  to  the  operations  of  the  Central  Li- 
brary because  that  great  collection  of  books  is  still  laboring  under 
the  handicap  of  an  obsolete  and  inflexible  book  numbering  system 
that  affords  no  true  index  to  their  use  according  to  the  several 
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classes  of  literary  production.  The  huge  task  of  re-classifying 
the  main  library  is  constantly  becoming  more  urgent,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a  small  beginning  may  be  made  this  year. 

Two  points  of  interest  rising  above  the  surface  of  the  circu- 
lation figures  are  the  preponderance  of  adult  over  juvenile  use, 
and  the  large  increase  in  the  use  of  books  in  foreign  languages. 
The  latter  is  probably  directly  due  to  the  extensive  re-stocking 
of  our  foreign  collections,  heavy  purchases  having  been  made  in 
all  foreign  literatures  during  the  year.  In  German,  French  and 
the  Scandinavian  languages,  as  well  as  in  Yiddish  and  Hebrew, 
the  collections  have  been  brought  fairly  well  up-to-date  after 
the  years  of  depletion  due  to  the  war  and  the  interruption  of  trade 
arrangements.  It  is  still  impossible  to  get  new  books  from  Russia 
and  Poland,  though  a  good  representation  of  Lettish  literature 
has  been  secured  through  the  aid  of  a  local  citizen  of  Latvian 
birth  who  executed  this  commission  for  us  during  a  visit  to  his 
native  land  last  summer.  From  Budapest  we  have  received  so 
large  and  comprehensive  a  collection  of  books  in  Hungarian  that 
we  have  been  assured  that  the  entire  surviving  literature  of  that 
nation  is  adequately  represented.  In  the  meantime  considerable 
progress  has  been  made  in  reorganizing  the  entire  foreign  section 
with  the  object  of  mobilizing  the  greater  part  thereof  for  use  in 
the  branches.  The  fact  that  the  branch  circulation  of  foreign 
books  has  almost  doubled  during  the  year,  while  that  of  the  Cen- 
tral Library  shows  a  slight  decrease,  is  a  result  both  of  our  heavy 
purchases  and  of  our  policy  of  diverting  this  patronage  to  the 
local  agencies  and  making  all  foreign  books  of  a  popular  character 
easily  accessible  there  instead  of,  as  previously,  keeping  them 
together  down  town.  Distribution  of  foreign  books  is  handled 
by  the  Deposit  Department,  which  reports  the  following  allot- 
ments during  the  current  year : 

Language  Agencies  Language  Agencies 


Arabian    

Bohemian    

1 
25 

Croatian  

7 

Danish-Norwegian   . . . 
French    

15 

30 

German 

55 

Greek  

9 

Hebrew    

1 

Hungarian  14 


Italian    

29 

Lithuanian    

16 

Polish  

32 

Russian    

26 

Rumanian    

3 

Spanish    

Swedish   

Ukrainian    

24 

21 

6 

Yiddish    

35 
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The  discontinuance  of  the  obsolete  delivery  station  system  was 
accomplished  in  mid-year,  apparently  without  the  slightest  incon- 
venience to  any  library  patron  and  certainly  with  great  gain  to 
the  service  in  efficiency  and  intelligence.  At  all  points  formerly 
touched  by  the  station  wagons  local  deposits  of  books  have  been 
installed  from  which  patrons  are  able  to  serve  themselves  at  least 
with  a  more  reasonable  expectancy  of  satisfaction  than  attached 
to  the  old  method  of  sending  book  lists  down  town.  Delivery 
from  the  Central  Library  to  the  branches  is  now  controlled 
through  the  branch  reference  bureau,  which  has  been  much 
enlarged  and  re-enforced,  ensuring  better  service  at  both  ends. 
Another  step  tending  towards  better  co-ordination  was  the  dis- 
continuance of  a  juvenile  circulating  collection  in  the  main  stacks 
and  the  diversion  of  all  juvenile  down-town  patronage  to  the 
Thomas  Hughes  Room  which  has  experienced  a  corresponding 
increase  in  circulation  for  the  year. 

The  Deposit  Department,  through  which  all  of  our  extension 
activities,  other  than  the  branches,  are  directed,  shows  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  stations,  both  those  installed  in  neighborhood 
shops  on  a  fee  basis  and  the  so-called  special  deposits,  conducted 
by  churches,  settlements  and  similar  institutions  as  part  of  their 
own  work  among  their  own  people  and  without  cost  to  the 
Library.  Business- house  libraries  do  not  show  a  corresponding 
growth  in  numbers,  several  having  been  discontinued  during  the 
year.  Uncertainty  in  business  conditions  and,  in  some  cases,  a 
perceptible  decline  of  interest  among  employers  in  this  form  of 
what  they  regard  as  welfare  work,  are  among  the  causes  advanced 
for  this  condition.  Deposit  stations  are  at  best  but  a  partial  sub- 
stitute for  personally  conducted  library  service  through  branches 
with  trained  library  workers  and,  while  the  number  of  such  instal- 
lations could  be  almost  indefinitely  increased,  and  while  many  of 
them  are  used  and  appreciated  by  large  groups  of  readers,  they 
must  always  be  regarded  as  outposts  and  experiment  stations,  to  be 
superseded  by,  or  amalgamated  with,  branch  libraries  as  quickly 
as  resources  permit.  Meanwhile  they  are  filling  a  distinct  place  in 
metropolitan  library  extension  and  will  become  more  effective 
when  it  is  possible  to  arrange  for  closer  and  more  frequent  super- 
vision than  is  afforded  by  the  present  insufficient  staff  of  the  De- 
posit Department.  The  experiment  is  to  be  made  early  in  the 
succeeding  year  of  placing  a  new  deposit  station  in  a  suburban 
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district  under  the  direction  of  the  nearest  branch  library.  An 
assistant  from  this  branch  will  be  on  duty  in  the  station  for  stated 
hours  each  week,  and  special  material  and  needs  not  covered  by 
the  deposit  collection  will  be  supplied  from  the  branch.  It  is 
expected  that  this  arrangement  will  prove  entirely  practical  and 
will  develop  some  points  of  advantage  over  central  deposit  super- 
vision. 

The  assignment  during  the  past  year  of  a  capable  assistant, 
with  the  proper  background  of  experience  and  interest,  to  a 
survey  of  Chicago's  large  and  widely  dispersed  foreign  popula- 
tions has  already  produced  instructive  and  valuable  results  which 
will  lead  to  systematic  work  with  the  foreign  born.  Studies  and 
investigations  of  more  than  passing  interest  have  been  made  of 
various  groups,  and  the  methods  of  approach  to  each,  and  plans 
for  comprehensive  library  service  are  in  course  of  formulation. 
The  acquisition  of  large  collections  of  books  in  all  European  lan- 
guages, already  referred  to,  is  a  part  of  these  preparations. 

Hospital  library  service  is  progressing  slowly  and  cannot  be 
organized  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  patent  needs  and 
opportunities  until  a  separate  bureau  under  a  competent  hospital 
librarian  is  made  possible.  Four  hospitals  continue  to  receive 
regular  service,  including  periodical  visits  of  a  library  represen- 
tative. The  number  of  Chicago  hospitals  is  well  over  one  hundred 
and  a  large  portion  of  these  institutions  would,  we  know,  eagerly 
avail  themselves  of  our  ministrations  if  we  were  in  a  position  to 
offer  them  on  a  systematic  basis.  An  interesting  bit  of  hospital 
work  is  carried  on  among  the  disabled  service  men  at  the  Marine 
Hospital  on  the  north  shore  under  the  direction  of  the  librarian 
of  Sheridan  Branch,  who  has  assigned  an  assistant  to  this  duty 
and  reports  good  results. 

Steady  progress  continues  in  the  installation  of  school  deposits. 
The  report  of  the  schools  division  of  the  Deposit  Department 
covers  the  school  year,  the  present  one  beginning  in  September, 
1921,  and  ending  in  June,  1922.  Two  hundred  and  fifteen  public 
schools  of  a  total  of  267  in  Chicago  received  room  deposits  to  the 
number  of  1,811,  and  21  parochial  and  private  schools  were  simi- 
larly supplied  with  124  deposits.  The  number  of  books  employed 
in  this  service  was  96,066  and  the  recorded  circulation  aggre- 
gated 820,560  volumes.  By  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  included 
in  the  present  review  the  number  of  room  deposits  had  risen  to 
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2,059.  Among  the  definite  plans  for  the  coming  year  is  the 
organization  of  the  work  with  schools  on  a  separate  departmental 
basis  under  a  chief  with  headquarters  in  the  central  building,  and 
including  reference  and  consultation  service  for  teachers  as  well 
as  a  comprehensive  campaign  for  extension  of  school  deposit 
installations.  An  arrangement  with  the  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
under  which  liability  for  losses  is  met  by  the  financial  division 
of  the  school  system,  has  served  to  relieve  a  situation  that  pre- 
sented considerable  difficulty  and  no  doubt  impeded  the  more 
rapid  acceptance  of  the  school  deposit  privilege  on  the  part  of 
individual  teachers.  There  is  now  no  good  reason  why  every 
school  room  should  not  be  equipped  with  a  collection  of  books  as 
rapidly  as  the  Library  can  afford  to  supply  them.  Complete  sta- 
tistics of  the  work  of  the  Deposit  Department  will  be  found  in 
the  appendices. 

Reference  Department 
Volumes  consulted : 

1921  1922 

Reference  room   348,031  351,335 

Women's  study  room 15,571  14,325 

Art  room   53,370  56,963 

Civics    room    334,988  406,388 

Patents   room    73,546  90,734 

Bound  newspapers  6,644  11,466 

Current  periodicals   78,634  48,613 


Total   reference  use 910,784  979,824 

The  use  of  the  vast  resources  of  this  Library  for  reference  and 
research  increases  steadily  and  each  year  the  need  for  more  room 
in  all  branches  of  the  reference  department  becomes  more  acute. 
The  constantly  growing  throng  of  students  and  teachers  from  the 
schools  and  colleges,  study  groups,  journalists  and  other  research 
workers  is  now  taxing  our  facilities  to  the  utmost.  The  large 
reference  room,  with  accommodations  for  225  readers,  is  often 
crowded  to  the  point  where  standing  room  at  the  windows  and 
along  the  walls  is  eagerly  pre-empted.  The  public  card  catalog 
has  overflowed  into  the  adjoining  room  and  the  entire  fourth 
floor  presents  an  aspect  of  turmoil  and  congestion  on  busy  days 
that  is  far  from  favorable  to  studious  application.  The  book 
stacks  are  stufifed  and  important  collections,  such  as  those  in 
art  and  music,  and  our  immensely  valuable  magazine  files,  are 
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crowded  into  spaces  which  reached  the  limits  of  their  capacity 
years  ago.  Service  is  impeded  and  the  condition  of  the  books 
themselves  is  endangered  by  this  state  of  affairs,  which  calls  ur- 
gently for  relief  that  can  come  only  from  an  enlargement  of  the 
central  building.  Until  the  means  have  been  found  for  this 
much-needed  undertaking,  the  possibility  of  which  seems  to 
grow  more  remote  year  by  year,  there  can  be  little  hope  for 
improvement  in  our  facilities  for  reference  service. 

The  Civics  Division,  removed  to  larger  space  on  the  fourth 
floor  a  year  ago  in  the  hope  of  providing  adequate  accommoda- 
tions for  its  rapidly  expanding  activities,  is  again  overflowing  its 
quarters.  It  appears  that  the  name  given  to  this  division  when 
it  was  organized  to  cover  the  general  field  of  public  affairs  ten 
years  ago  is  by  way  of  becoming  a  misnomer,  most  of  its  work 
now  being  of  a  commercial  and  financial  nature,  so  that  it  is  in 
fact  becoming  a  business  library  of  a  very  distinctive  and  specific 
character.  This  change  in  its  functions  is  likely  to  be  still  fur- 
ther confirmed  by  the  remarkable  transformation  of  the  district 
north  of  the  Library  where  business  enterprises  of  a  high  order 
are  rapidly  superseding  the  old  residents  and  are  creating  a  new 
commercial  section  of  the  first  importance.  A  new  field  for 
Library  co-operation  thus  presents  itself  at  our  doors,  full  of 
novel  and  interesting  possibilities. 

The  revision  of  our  periodical  subscriptions,  undertaken  last 
year,  has  been  completed  and  has  resulted  in  a  complete  survey 
and  reorganization  of  the  current  periodical  files,  involving, 
among  other  things,  a  considerable  reduction  in  our  subscriptions 
by  the  elimination  of  titles  that  were  found  to  overlap  or  that 
proved  to  be  otherwise  unimportant.  A  card  catalog  has  been 
made,  giving  complete  information  under  each  title,  e.  g.,  number 
of  copies  subscribed  for  and  where  these  are  kept;  reference 
to  the  indexes  in  which  each  title  is  included,  facts  as  to  binding, 
etc.  The  catalog  includes  all  magazines,  gifts  as  well  as  subscrip- 
tions, and  provides,  also,  a  subject  list,  giving  an  adequate  view 
of  the  representation  of  current  periodical  literature  under  all 
subjects.  The  variety  and  importance  of  the  data  resulting  from 
this  survey,  and  the  skill  and  ingenuity  applied  to  its  compilation, 
lead  to  the  thought  that  an  opportunity  may  present  itself  for 
publishing  this  material  for  the  benefit  of  libraries  elsewhere. 

The  use  of  our  public  documents  section,  particularly  of  the 
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large  collection  provided  for  circulation,  continues  to  expand. 
The  circulating  set  now  numbers  20,703  volumes.  Loans  were 
made  to  the  number  of  5,115  volumes  covering  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects in  which  the  public  has  learned  to  rely  upon  government 
reports  for  the  latest  and  most  authoritative  information.  Our 
large  Depositary  Collection  of  public  documents,  one  of  the  most 
complete  in  the  country,  is  growing  rapidly,  the  number  of  vol- 
umes and  pamphlets  added  during  the  year  being  14,913,  which 
was  rather  below  the  average.  The  daily  delivery  plan  instituted 
by  the  document  office  at  Washington,  together  with  the  selective 
privileges  accompanying  it,  has  already  proven  itself  a  real  for- 
ward step,  and  is  appreciated  by  public  libraries  in  general. 

In  the  Music  Room  the  collection  now  numbers  6,079  volumes 
and  13,708  pieces  of  sheet  music,  with  a  circulation  of  10,896 
volumes  and  28,823  pieces.  The  number  of  music  cardholders 
to  date  is  5,311. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind,  comprising  3,382  vol- 
umes in  six  styles  of  print,  circulated  a  total  of  20,878  volumes, 
a  considerable  portion  of  which  went  to  non-residents  through 
the  mails.    Only  221  volumes  were  used  in  the  reading  room. 

Growth  of  the  Library 
Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1921 1,099,711 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1922,  viz. : 

Purchased    209,957 

Gifts    5,925 

Binding,  periodicals   1,270 

Binding,  pamphlets,  etc 98 

Exchange  9 

Lost  and  recovered 1,607 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 771 

Replaced  by  borrowers  and  guarantors 118 

Transferred  from  Rental  Collection 2,688 

Gross  accessions   222,443 

1,322,154 
Deductions 

Worn  out  and  withdrawn 64,532 

Withdrawn   (duplicates,  etc.)    4,313 

Lost  and  paid  for 7,028 

Unaccounted   for,   1921 29,021 

Delinquent,   1921    3,425 

Total  deductions   108,319 

Volumes  in  Library,  December  31,  1922 1,213,835 
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Cost  of    books $285,049.93 

Cost    of    periodicals 15,484.05 

Cost  of  binding ()7,799.22 

Catalog  Department 

New  titles  cataloged  and  classified 7,168 

Recataloged  839 

Additions  and  corrections 5,124 

Replacements,  extra  copies,  continuations 26,557 

Cards  added  to  public  card  catalog 23,144 

Cards  added  to  official  card  catalog 17,809 

Cards  added  to  music  card  catalog 1,481 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered :  15,248;  received 11,034 

Multigraphed  :     lists,  28 ;  total  copies 4,387 

Multigraphed  :     cards    30,996 

Bindery  Department 

Total  number  of  books  handled 526,472 

Repaired  at  main  library 57,586 

Repaired  at  binderies 634 

Discarded  64,532 

The  foregoing  tables  afford  striking  evidence  of  the  magnitude 
of  our  operations  during  the  year.  Nearly  two  and  one-half 
times  as  many  books  were  bought  as  during  the  preceding  year, 
at  an  expenditure  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  Deductions,  rising 
in  similar  proportions  over  all  previous  records  tell  of  the  terrific 
wear  and  tear  to  which  our  books  were  subjected  during  the 
year  of  hardship.  From  the  bindery  statistics  it  appears  that  the 
staggering  total  of  526,472  books  were  handled,  comprising  new 
books  made  ready  for  the  shelves  and  old  books  repaired,  re- 
bound or  discarded. 

Publications  and  Publicity 
Printed  catalogs  issued  during  the  year  comprised  the  annual 
cumulation  of  titles  from  the  monthly  Book  Bulletins,  entitled 
Books  of  1921;  also  a  five-year  cumulation,  Books  of  1916-20: 
Non-Fiction\;  and  a  completely  revised  catalog  of  Fiction.  The 
Book  Bulletin  was  published  monthly  and  a  small  monthly  Staff 
News  began  its  useful  career  in  September.  A  large  and  carefully 
prepared  catalog  of  the  music  collection  is  under  way  and  will 
appear  early  in  the  new  year. 

Opportunities  for  Library  publicity  under  favorable  conditions 
presented  themselves  in  connection  with  the  various  business  ex- 
positions held  in  different  localities.  Invitations  to  install  exhibits 
in  space  granted  without  cost  were  gratefully  accepted,  and  at- 
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tractive  displays  were  arranged,  designed  to  carry  the  message 
of  the  Library  to  its  constituents  in  many  sections  of  the  city  with 
results  that  fully  justified  the  effort  and  expense.  An  elaborate 
exhibit  was  also  installed  in  the  pretentious  industrial  exposition 
conducted  for  three  weeks  last  summer  on  the  Municipal  Pier, 
called  the  Pageant  of  Progress,  at  a  cost  in  money  for  space  and 
equipment  and  in  time  of  attendants  that  hardly  brought  com- 
mensurate returns.  On  the  other  hand,  the  systematic  campaign 
of  newspaper  publicity  directed  by  a  paid  expert  in  preparation 
for  the  celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  proved  to  be  most 
effective  and  prompts  the  suggestion  that  a  permanent  arrange- 
ment upon  a  similar  basis  would  be  a  wise  and  profitable  invest- 
ment. 

Staff 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Library  comprises  685  persons,  as  against  520  a  year  ago.  This 
number  includes  79  persons  in  the  engineering  and  maintenance 
service  and  Z77  pages  and  untrained  junior  assistants.  The  task 
of  assembling  a  body  of  workers  adequate,  if  only  numerically, 
to  provide  for  the  reopening  of  closed  branches  and  the  resump- 
tion of  other  activities  suspended  by  the  enforced  retrenchments 
of  the  previous  year  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  w^e 
had  to  face.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  record  the 
intelligent  co-operation  of  the  Chicago  Civil  Service  Commission 
which,  by  a  most  public  spirited  conception  of  its  functions  under 
the  law,  authorized  the  calling  of  non-resident  and  non-assembled 
examinations  for  children's  librarians,  high  school  librarians,  cata- 
logers  and  classifiers,  and  director  of  training  class.  The  exam- 
ination first  named  was  postponed  until  the  current  year,  but  the 
others  were  duly  held,  with  altogether  successful  results.  Appli- 
cants were  in  each  case  permitted  to  prepare  a  thesis,  in  their 
own  homes  and  without  official  supervision,  upon  a  stated  topic, 
accompanying  it  by  a  certified  record  of  experience  and  training, 
all  of  which  was  mailed  to  the  Commission  and  became  the  basis 
of  a  rating  determined  by  members  of  our  own  staff.  Our  wide 
advertisement  of  these  examinations  brought  inquiries  from  all 
parts  of  the  country  and  many  persons  entered  the  examinations, 
resulting  in  long  lists  of  competent  candidates  from  which  ap- 
pointments are  now  being  made.  No  distinction  prevailed  between 
local  and  non-resident  aspirants  and  we  were  thus  enabled  to 
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avail  ourselves  of  the  whole  field  of  library  workers  interested  in 
seeking  new  employment  so  far  as  our  salary  schedules  and  the 
opportunities  offered  proved  attractive.  All  of  the  seven  high 
school  librarians  were  appointed  from  such  lists,  three  being  non- 
resident and  four  local  young  women,  the  latter  already  members 
of  our  staff  who  qualified  for  promotion.  The  precedent  estab- 
lished by  this  wise  and  liberal  method  of  holding  civil  service 
examinations  will  be  most  valuable  and  far-reaching  in  our  plans 
for  recruiting  a  staff  numerically  adequate  and  professionally 
competent  to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  ever-increasing  and 
expanding  opportunities  for  service. 

The  Training  Class  this  year  consists  of  twenty-six  capable 
young  women  of  great  promise  who,  when  they  are  admitted  to 
the  staff  after  the  final  examination  in  the  spring,  will  make  a 
valuable  and  important  addition  to  it.  The  six-months  course  of 
instruction  has  been  visibly  strengthened  by  the  introduction  of 
several  new  subjects,  the  most  interesting  of  which,  perhaps,  is 
the  series  of  ten  lectures  on  the  materials  and  methods  of  story- 
telling given  by  Mrs.  Gudrun  Thorne  Thomsen,  whose  fame  as 
an  exponent  of  that  delightful  art  is  country-wide. 

The  revision  of  the  salary  schedules  for  the  graded  service, 
referred  to  in  this  report  a  year  ago  as  an  urgent  necessity,  was 
authorized  by  the  Board  and  put  into  effect  early  in  the  year.  The 
result  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  the  scale  of  compensation  in 
each  grade  and  the  rate  of  automatic  increase  now  being  estab- 
lished upon  a  basis  comparing  very  favorably  with  that  in  force 
in  other  institutions  of  similar  size  and  scope.  Examination  of 
the  comparative  tables  recently  compiled  by  the  committee  of  the 
American  Library  Association  engaged  in  the  study  of  this  prob- 
lem proves  the  truth  of  this  statement  and  yields  the  satisfaction 
of  showing  that  this  Library  is  well  up  toward  the  top  in  its 
recognition  of  the  value  of  loyal  and  efficient  service.  The  total 
salary  roll  for  1922  amounted  to  $685,000  for  all  classes  of  serv- 
ice including  the  mechanical  and  labor  staff  and  fees  paid  to 
deposit  station  keepers.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year  the  monthly 
payroll  was  in  excess  of  $61,000  and,  with  still  further  additions 
to  the  staff  contemplated  in  the  new  year,  will  no  doubt  continue 
to  grow  in  due  proportions.  It  is  comfortable  to  know,  in  view 
of  this  steady  rise,  that  an  equally  steady  and  continuous  growth 
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in  activities  and  influence  is  made  manifest  and  that,  meanwhile, 
the  average  per  capita  salary  is  maintained  upon  an  adequate  and 
satisfactory  standard. 

It  is  customary  to  conclude  these  paragraphs  with  an  appre- 
ciation of  the  continued  loyalty  and  industry  of  the  staff  in  the 
service  of  the  Library,  In  the  present  instance,  however,  it  is 
impossible  to  rest  content  with  any  acknowledgments  that  might 
bear  the  implication  of  mere  perfunctory  convention.  Never  in 
the  experience  of  the  present  writer  has  the  whole  personnel  of 
this  Library  been  animated  by  a  higher  or  finer  spirit  of  devotion 
to  the  ideals  of  library  service  than  it  is  today.  Never  has  effort 
been  more  tireless,  energy  more  pervasive  nor  interest  more 
zealous  and  abundant  than  these  qualities  are  manifested  day  by 
day  throughout  the  strenuous  year  by  this  capable  body  of  work- 
ers with  whom  it  is  a  privilege  and  a  constant  source  of  pride  to 
be  counted  an  associate  and  a  comrade.  It  is  with  gratitude  and 
with  sincere  conviction  that  these  sentiments  are  here  given  expres- 
sion and  submitted  to  the  Board  for  its  information  and  for  its 
due  recognition  of  the  import  and  abiding  significance  of  the  facts 
and  conditions  by  which  they  are  inspired. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden,  Librarian. 

Chicago,  January  22,  1923. 
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TABLE  OF  HOME  CIRC 


Number  of  Volumes  in  Branches — 1922 
Branch  Juvenile  Adult  Total 


Circulation — Juvenile 
Fiction      Non-Fic.         Total 


1  Legler 14,474 

2  Woodlawn 6,540 

3  Douglas 8,669 

4  Sheridan 4,878 

5  Kelly 7,540 

6  Humboldt 7,406 

7  Lewis  Institute 6,068 

8  Shedd  Park 5,355 

9  Austin 5,549 

10  Blackstone 4,640 

11  Vv^.  North  Ave 4,443 

12  Logan  Square 4,344 

13  Rogers  Park 4,228 

14  Ogden  Park 3,820 

15  Hamilton  Park 3,574 

16  Broadway 3,370 

17  Eckhart  Park 3,953 

18  Bessemer  Park 3,210 

19  Lincoln  Centre 3,428 

20  Hebrew  Institute.  .  .  3,770 

21  Sherman  Park 3,175 

22  Holstein  Park 3,108 

t23  Albany  Park 6,657 

24  Independence  Park. .  2,508 

25  Hamlin  Park 3,180 

26  Seward  Park 3,145 

27  Hardin  Square 3,007 

28  Kosciuszko  Park. . .  .  2,327 

29  Stanton  Park 2,834 

30  Walker 3,220 

*31   Dvorak  Park 1,797 

*32  Fuller  Park 1,957 

*33  Davis  Square 1,583 

*34  McKinley  Park 2,097 

*35  Morse  School 1,532 

*36  Cornell  Square 1,401 

Total 152,787 


21,654 
12,634 
8,500 
10,466 
12,615 
7,491 
13,133 
4,643 
9,860 
18,059 
4,456 
5,750 
7,370 
5,005 
4,617 
4,493 
3,460 
2,770 
8,642 
5,162 
3,609 
2,442 
5,005 
3,208 
3,556 
3,253 
2,760 
1,992 
2,326 
6,710 
2,009 
2,205 
1,495 
1,929 
1,718 
796 


36,128 

19,174 

17,169 

15,344 

20,155 

14,897 

19,201 

9,998 

15,409 

22,699 

8,899 

10,094 

11,598 

8,825 

8,191 

7,863 

7,413 

5,980 

12,070 

8,932 

6,784 

5,550 

11,662 

5,716 

6,736 

6,398 

5,767 

4,319 

5,160 

9,930 

3,806 

4,162 

3,078 

4,026 

3,250 

2,197 


83,604 
65,432 
112,877 
55,023 
76,674 
85,310 
51,895 
77,661 
51,573 
33,658 
60,163 
48,777 
37,831 
53,170 
48,078 
39,025 
48,681 
46,817 
32,254 
47,562 
41,822 
37,273 
38,024. 
33,465 
34,332 
31,536 
27,239 
27,092 
21,591 
16,068 
19,970 
21,634 
15,137 
15,236 
9,914 
7,370 


29,670 
19,025 
55,392 
19,733 
23,394 
47,485 
22,002 
40,984 
17,615 
10,308 
25,526 
20,659 
14,154 
24,059 
15,344 
18,132 
32,327 
22,606 
13,218 
25,848 
20,930 
32,183 
14,305 
12,527 
15,137 
17,574 
15,584 
14,731 
19,150 
6,470 
15,493 
14,637 
13,880 
8,491 
7,162 
4,129 


113,274 
84,457 

168,269 
74,756 

100,068 

132,795 
73,897 

118,645 
69,188 
43,966 
85,689 
69,436 
51,985 
77,229 
63,422 
57,157 
81,008 
69,423 
45,472 
73,410 
62,752 
69,456 
52,329 
45,992 
49,469 
49,110 
42,823 
41,823 
40,741 
22,538 
35,463 
36,271 
29,017 
23,727 
17,076 
11.499 


215,793        368,580     1,553, 7( 


?        729,864     2,283,632  _!,:( 
Scanlan  School  Circulation! 


*Closed  for  all  or  most  of  1921;  therefore  no  basis  for 

computing  increase. 
jOpened  June,  1922. 


LATION  IN  BRANCHES 

!2 


iRCULATioN — Adult 
on      Non-Fic.         Total 


Grand 
Total 


Gain 


Gain    Turn- 
%      over 


Pictures 
Attend'ce    Collection    Circ'tion 


270 

54,185 

189,455 

302,729 

35,108 

12 

8 

157,857 

2,952 

5,693 

712 

48,173 

193,885 

278,342 

37,564 

13 

15 

165,968 

5,644 

15,061 

359 

31,637 

101,996 

270,265 

64,239 

24 

16 

202,400 

11,190 

41,137 

i95 

47,883 

171,378 

246,134 

47,072 

19 

16 

104,922 

4,185 

3,135 

388 

36,727 

142,115 

242,183 

41,922 

17 

12 

148,456 

10,135 

13,108 

766 

29,841 

93,607 

226,402 

63,428 

28 

15 

145,587 

8,200 

47,160 

573 

34,420 

134,093 

207,990 

37,381 

18 

11 

159,937 

9,850 

13,215 

752 

29,816 

86,568 

205,213 

72,637 

35 

21 

79,721 

2,600 

4,295 

722 

33,576 

112,298 

181,486 

31,336 

17 

12 

67,466 

3,673 

3,236 

341 

35,775 

118,416 

162,382 

21,989 

14 

7 

128,957 

7,561 

1,929 

«2 

13,785 

67,617 

153,306 

21,007 

14 

17 

55,397 

1,784 

1,750 

590 

21,101 

76,691 

146,127 

7,778 

5 

14 

57,094 

2,351 

1,266 

1.58 

26,936 

93,094 

145,079 

25,530 

18 

13 

58,607 

2,045 

206 

)22 

14,415 

61,437 

138,666 

24,657 

18 

16 

73,333 

2,955 

5,436 

!69 

18,981 

68,250 

131,672 

17,157 

13 

16 

80,476 

3,869 

8,778 

05 

20,641 

71,746 

128,903 

18,111 

14 

16 

58,793 

1,568 

647 

;20 

18,994 

43,514 

124,522 

41,981 

34 

17 

114,395 

3,277 

2,242 

134 

17,887 

51,721 

121,144 

26,124 

22 

20 

92,050 

9,654 

17,346 

;i9 

20,397 

74,716 

120,188 

18,433 

15 

10 

54,585 

2,299 

3,276 

i86 

13,349 

39,935 

113,345 

28,215 

25 

13 

111,550 

2,590 

1,578 

03 

14,327 

48,530 

111,282 

15,276 

14 

16 

57,281 

4,777 

2,335 

'39 

14,575 

34,514 

103,970 

11,314 

11 

19 

56,621 

311 

94 

'84 

8,227 

48,211 

100,540 

100,540 

17 

28,431 

200 

119 

'94 

11,871 

50,965 

96,957 

19,302 

19 

17 

40,348 

3,883 

3,072 

01 

9,878 

34,279 

83,748 

18,813 

22 

12 

60,965 

2,057 

30,527 

53 

7,013 

33,066 

82,176 

22,359 

27 

13 

76,055 

2,028 

58 

6,904 

31,462 

74,285 

16,581 

22 

13 

62,208 

2,021 

'l',432 

97 

5,814 

22,311 

64,134 

16,851 

26 

15 

48,612 

2,260 

10,845 

12 

5,393 

20,405 

61,146 

25,867 

42 

12 

49,460 

117 

!81 

11,373 

35,354 

57,892 

8,808 

15 

6 

16,154 

301 

72 

49 

7,271 

21,720 

57,183 

49,362 

42,187 

100 

171 

50 

5,239 

19,589 

55,860 

49,336 

45,237 

1,486 

2,659 

89 

12,207 

21,896 

50,913 

50,913 

34,642 

54 

332 

,59 

4,431 

15,690 

39,417 

34,009 

32,141 

1,450 

1,238 

46 

1,260 

8,706 

25,782 

18,808 

24,510 

134 

90 

689 

2,679 

14,178 

7,785 

16,397  . 

18       694,991     2,441,909    4,725,541     1,147,593  2,808,800        119,561        243,390 

icounted  in  above 47,043         47,043  Scanlan  School  gain  not  counted  in  above 

4,772,584     1,194,636 

37,705  (Circulation  for  5  branches  counted  in  1921  circ. 

not  re-opened) 

1,156,931  Gain  direct  in  Branches,  1922 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 

Direct  Circulation  for  1922 

Deposit   Stations 


Armitage   4,985 

Association  House   60,803 

Avondale   15,002 

Birchwood     22,338 

Brotherhood    House    9,266 

Campbell    Park    5,769 

Chase  House   7,510 

Cheltenham     23,904 

Chicago   Ave 6,707 

Chicago  Lawn   43,444 

Cicero  Ave 9,727 

Clearing     11,854 

Cleveland     28,097 

Dauphin  Park   19,535 

Drexel    4,605 

Dunning    19,589 

*East  Austin    4,463 

*East  47th  St 8,188 

East  Rogers  Park   12,001 

East  61st  St 9,458 

Edison  Park 13,840 

Eleanor  Social   Center 17,305 

Fernwood    13,150 

*Francisco  16,046 

Gads  Hill  Center 20,011 

Gage    Park     24,243 

Garden  Homes    13,693 

*Grace  E.  C 1,486 

Grand  Ave 16,017 

Grand  Crossing  12,445 

*Greenviewr   2,897 

Gresham    20,600 

Hegewisch     14,673 

Henry  Booth  House 7,703 

Hermosa    9,435 

House    of    Happiness 15,412 

Howell  N.  H 4,063 

*Hyde  Park  6,188 

Irving  Park   7,743 

*Jackson    Park    9,510 

Jefferson   Park    28.655 

*Kedzie    7,299 

Lakeview     12,786 


Larrabee  St 22,826 

Lawndale  28,233 

LeMoyne   32,154 

*Lincoln-Belden    4,609 

^Lincoln  Square   20,575 

Longwood    12,669 

Mayfair   14,542 

Montrose   20,178 

*Normal  Park  5,134 

North  Clark  St 6,275 

Norwood  Park   13,915 

Olivet  B.  C 3,428 

Park  Manor  52,296 

*Portage   Park    11,741 

Ravenswood   26,778 

Roseland    37,574 

*Sacramento     2,606 

St.  Louis   15,384 

Samaritan    15,409 

*Sinai  Social  Center 1,243 

South  Ashland  Ave 29,323 

*South  Chicago   N.   H 5,249 

South  Western  Ave 11,524 

Southport  Ave 21,100 

*Stony   Island    4,582 

Trumbull  Park    18,715 

Wakeford    17,616 

Washington  Heights    8,046 

*West  Albany   Park    4,337 

*West  Division   St 14,330 

West  Harrison  St 9,307 

*West  Ohio   St 7,640 

West  Pullman   31.858 

West  Ravenswood    34,504 

West  16th  St 31,947 

West  i2th  St 34,771 

*Willow  St 6,236 

Windsor  Park  12,226 


Total    1,273,325 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 


Business   House   Libraries 


W.  D.  Allen  Mfg.  Co 

American  Bank  Note  Co.. 
American  Medical   Ass'n... 

Armour  Packing  Co 

Automatic  Electric  Co 

Belden  Mfg.  Co 

Boston  Store   

Butler  Bros 

J.  W.  Butler  Paper  Co.... 

*Cont.  &  Com.  Bank 

Deering  Harvester  Works. 


498  R.  R.  Donnelley  &  Sons  Co. 

1,442  Ederheimer  Stein  &  Co.... 

1,281    *The  Fair  

10,846      Federal  Reserve  Bank 

2,218  Marshall  Field  &  Co.,  Retail 

2,473  *Marshall  Field  &  Co.,  Whl. 

6,089      Foley  &  Co 

1,728      Goodman  Mfg.  Co 

2,363      G.  H.  Hammond  Co 

2,669  Hart,    Schaffner  &   Marx— 

7,349         Market   


742 
746 
9,478 
4,239 
29,582 
3,790 
3,742 
2.425 
2,768 

3,429 
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Hart,   Schaffner  &   Marx- 
Franklin  1,288 

*Hart,  Schaffner  &  Marx— 

Halsted    291 

Hart,   Schaffner  &  Marx— 

Tripp    2,903 

Hart,   Schaffner  &  Marx — 

Wells    649 

*IIlinois  Bell  Telephone  Co.  1,743 

Illinois   Steel  Co 293 

Kabo  Corset  Co 792 

L.  Klein 724 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co.,  No.  1  982 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co.,  No.  2  396 

*Kuppenheimer  &  Co.,  No.  3  124 

La  Salle  Extension  Univ...  6,495 

*J.  B.  Lippincott  Co 42 

Lyon  &  Healy    3,262 

Mail   Order  Co 1,999 

McCutcheon-Gerson    346 

Mitchell  Bros 643 

Montgomery  Ward   23,917 

National  Biscuit  Co 8,505 

National  City  Bank 817 

Northern  Trust  Co 1,841 

Peoples  Gas  3,849 


Philipsborn  Co 4,063 

Post  Office   9,832 

Ed.  V.  Price 1,379 

Rosenwald  &  Weil 1,362 

Rothschild  &  Co 3,568 

Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co 6,685 

A.  W.  Shaw  Co 1,254 

Sprague  Warner 11,172 

A.   Stein  &  Co 1,459 

Union  Special  Mach 216 

Union  Trust  Co 1,272 

^United  Cigar  Stores 923 

U.  S.  Rubber  Co 900 

*U.  S.  Veterans'  Bureau 5,573 

U.  of  C.  Press 1,053 

♦Universal  P.  C 38 

Wahl   Co 1,194 

Ward  Baking,  No.  3 1,170 

*Ward  Baking,  No.  4 672 

Western  Electric  Co 6,468 

Western  Union  2,176 

Wm.  Wrigley,  Jr.,  Co 1.687 

*  Yellow  Cab  M  f  g.  Co 2,545 


Total    228,459 


Special  Deposits 


Adriel   Methodist  Church..  1,249 

*Amal.    Clothing   Workers..  161 

*Auburn  Park  Church 517 

*Belden  Ave.  B.  C 1,473 

Bethany  Union   Church 4,262 

*Bethel  Evangelical  Church.  209 

Brethren  Mission   1,785 

♦Chicago  Latin  School,  Girls  54 

♦Chicago  Normal  College...  20 

♦Chicago  State    Hospital 252 

Chicago  Typo.  School 1,256 

County  Hospital  12,677 

De  Paul  University 2,567 

♦Douglas  Park  Mission 550 

Fellowship  House 1,943 

Fourth  Presby.  Church 1,256 

Fourth    Presby.   Church  — 

Boys'  Club   1,390 

♦Girls'  Parental  School 300 

♦Gladstone  Boys'  Club 600 

♦Gladstone  Com.  Center 1,654 

♦Grace  Episcopal  Church...  977 

♦Grace  M.  E.  Church 287 

Grace  Y.  M.  S 1,331 

♦Greeley  School   2,725 

Harmony  Boys  A.  A 550 

♦Hibbard   High    School 1,900 

Hull   House 2,552 

Illinois   Training   School...  866 

Inst,  for  Juvenile  Research  264 

♦Isaiah  Community  House..  826 

K.  of  C,  Chicago    1,856 

*K.  of  C,  De  LaSalle  950 


K.  of  C,  Genoa   

♦Le  Moyne  School   

Lincoln  Mem.  Cong.  Church 

Marks  Nathan  Orph.  Home 
♦Mary  A.  Home 

Methodists'  O.  P.  H 

Michael  Reese  Hospital.... 
♦Municipal   Tub.    Sanitarium 

Nat'l  Kindergarten  College 
♦New  First  Cong.  Church... 
♦New  Trinity  M.  E.  Church 

Northern  States  Mission... 

Onward  Presby.  S.  S 

O.  L.  S 

♦Parker  School  

Presbyterian  Hospital 

♦Presbyterian  Nurses  School 
'"Presbyterian   Train.   School 

Rotary  Club  

Ruth   Club    

♦St.  James  Episcopal  Church 
♦St.  Margaret  Mary  Club... 

St.  Paul  Cong.  Church 

♦St.   Timothy   S.   S 

♦Scout  Troop,  No.  309 

♦Scout  Troop,  No.  850 

♦Thoburn  Methodist  Church 
♦Tilden  Tech.  H.  S'. 

Trinity  S.  S 

♦Ukrainian    

♦U.  S.  Marine  Corps 

♦Waller  High  School   

Wesley  Hospital  


1,556 

200 

1,944 

3,881 

282 

808 

4,409 

5,157 

2,957 

648 

28 

1,069 

1,252 

12,879 

240 

5,641 

116 

182 

262 

1,589 

670 

1,330 

1.492 

509 

120 

366 

1,794 

1,131 

1,480 

216 

168 

28 

2,563 
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*\Vinchell  Cont.  School 1,224 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Central    1,763 

*Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Hyde   Park    ...  312 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Wabash  Ave.    .  421 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Wilson  Ave.   ..  946 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Central    2,493 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Indiana    Ave...  1,832 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Ind.   S.  C 1,265 

Camp  Algonquin 480 

Camp  Bridgeman    362 

Camp  Covenant    543 

Crippled    Children's    Camp.  360 

Camp    Fire   Girls 600 


Fourth  Presby.  Camp 180 

Forest  Beach  Camp 774 

Camp   Hammond    82 

Camp   Harding   100 

Lincoln  Centre  Camp 240 

Camp   Mirhurst  Y.  W.  C.  A.  240 

Moody  Church  Camp 360 

Camp   Otis    338 

Camp  Owasippi 348 

Swift  &  Co.  Camp 540 

Total  122,029 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 


Volumes         Total  acces-       Net  acces-         Volumes 
in  Library       sions,  Jan.l-     sions,  Jan.  1-      in  Library- 
Dec.  31. 1921      Dec.  31. 1922     Dec.  31, 1922     Dec.  31.  1923 


000  General  Works 15,913 

050  Bound  Periodicals 62,257 

100  Philosophy 14,440 

200  Religion 13,050 

300  Sociology 31,941 

400  Philology 2,782 

500  Natural  Science 19,944 

600  Useful  Arts 56,490 

700  Fine  Arts 21,320 

800  Literature 61,654 

900-9  09  \ 

930-999/  History 42,586 

910  Geography  and  Travel 25,102 

920  Biography 25,196 

English  Fiction 221,109 

Juvenile  Books 319,659 

Music:  Volumes 5,965 

Music:  Sheet 13,297 

Piano  Rolls 500 

Bohemian  Literature 8,502 

Dutch  Literature 1,512 

French  Literature 14,636 

German  Literature 27,298 

Hungarian  Literature 230 

Italian  Literature 3,175 

Japanese  and  Chinese  Lit 137 

Lettish  Literature 660 

Lithuanian  Literature 1,444 

Polish  Literature 4,820 

Portuguese  Literature 18 

Russian  Literature 2,807 

Scandinavian  Literature 10,832 

Spanish  Literature 2,664 

Welsh  Literature 8 

Yiddish  Literature 5,272 

Other  Languages 724 

Documents 59,018 

Books  for  the  Blind 2,749 

Total 1,099,711 


1,415 

1,111 

17,024 

1,477 

607 

62,864 

1,457 

800 

15,240 

446 

165 

13,215 

3,215 

1,453 

33,394 

381 

11 

2,793 

1,494 

339 

20,283 

5,446 

2,653 

59,143 

2,234 

530 

21,850 

5,360 

2,410 

64,064 

1,906 

—60 

42,526 

1,729 

857 

25,959 

1,902 

1,169 

26,365 

58,261 

27,915 

249,024 

113,014 

53,896 

373,555 

167 

114 

6,079 

486 

411 

13,708 
500 

1,874 

1,318 

9,820 

2 

—1 

1,511 

728 

627 

15,263 

6,130 

5,771 

33,069 

773 

759 

989 

61 

27 

3,202 
137 

887 

887 

1,547 

1,230 

1,150 

2,594 

967 

486 

5,306 

1 

—  1 

17 

521 

453 

3,260 

2,724 

2,672 

13,504 

15 

—15 

2,649 

8 
5,411 

621 

139 

15 

8 

732 

5,025 

4,992 

64,010 

479 

471 

3,220 

222,443        114,124         1,213,835 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

According  to  the  Recommendations  of  the 
American  Library  Association 

Annual  report  for  year  ending  December  31,  1922. 
Name  of  Library:     The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Population  served    2,701,705 

Terms  of  use :     free  for  lending — free  for  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies 2,215 


Consisting  of : 

Central  Library    

Branches  

Stations  and  other  agencies  (1,935  school  room  deposits).. 

Number  of  days  open  during  year  (Central  Library) , 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending  (Central  Library) 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading  (Central  Library) , 


1 

44 

2,170 

363 

60 

83 


Adult        Juvenile  Total 

Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year 780,052    319,659    1,099,711 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  pur- 
chase        97,893    112,064       209,957 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by  gift 
or  exchange  (including  volumes  from  other 
sources)    11,536  950        12,486 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn  during 

the  year  49,201      59,118       108,319 

Total  number  of  volumes  at  end  of  year 840,280    373,555     1,213,835 


*Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  for  home  use. . 
Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use... 


Adult 


Juvenile  Total 

3,943,569 

8,825,773 


Adult        Juvenile  Total 

Number  of  borrowers  registered  during  year..     65,347      36,358  101,705 
Total  number  of  registered  borrowers  (general 

and   local)    419,722 

Registration  period,  years 3 

Titles  Copies 

Number  of  newspapers  and  periodicals  currently  received.  1,310  4,451 
Number  of  persons  using  library   for   reading  and   study    (total 

figures  of  attendance  in  reading  rooms) 1,140,807 


*From    Central    Library    and    branches    only.      Classified    figures    from   deposits,    school 
deposits   and   business   house   libraries   not   available   at   this   time. 
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FINANCE 


RECEIPTS  FROM 

Unexpended  balance, 

Jan.  1,  1922 $       7,442.36 

City  tax  levy 1,231,796.52 

County  or  township  tax 
levy    

State  grants   

Endowment    funds 11,707.20 

Membership    fees 

Fines  and  sale  of  publi- 
cations            51,826.76 

Duplicate  pay  collection         9,060.31 

Gifts    

Interest  on  deposits.... 

Other  sources  (if  ex- 
traordinary, enumer- 
ate and  state  objects)        14,333.64 

$1,326,166.79 


PAYMENTS  FOR 

Maintenance : 

Books   $  285,049.93 

Periodicals    15,484.05 

Binding    67,799.22 

Salaries : 

Library   service     1  z-q,  ocno^ 

Janitor    service     {  691,350.93 

Rent    25,980.00 

Light!     ••••. 25,940.44 

Permanent  improve- 
ments and  furniture       53,012.23 

Supplies     

Printing  and  station- 
ery          18,329.09 

Telephone    

Transportation,  post- 
age, express,  freight, 
etc 4,981.76 

Other  maintenance  . .       43,100.94 

Total  maintenance.. $1,231,028.59 
Fines    paid    to    pension 

fund    51,256.44 

Extraordinary — such  as  : 

Sites 9,000.00 

New  buildings  

Additions  to  buildings 

Other  unusual  ex- 
penses    

L'nexpended  balance, 
Dec.  31,  1922 34,881.76 

Grand  total  $1,326,166.79 


FIFTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OF 


The  Chicago  Public  Library 


1923 


CHICAGO 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

1924 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1923 


Expiration 
OF  Term 


CHARLES  E.  SCHICK,  President 1923 

JAMES  J.  HEALY,   Vice-President 1925 

FRANK  F.  TOLLKUEHN 1924 

LAWRENCE   CUNEO    1924 

J.   C.   ARMSTRONG 1923 

FREDERICK  W.  TURNER 1924 

ADAM  C.  OLDENBURG 1923 

CHARLES  L.  APPEL 1925 

PAUL  A.  HAZARD 1925 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

1923 

Library — Directors  Tollkuehn,  Healy  and  Oldenburg, 
Administration — Directors  Hazard,  Oldenburg  and  Appel. 
Buildings  and  Grounds — Directors  Turner,  Healy  and  Armstrong. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD   FROM   ITS   ORGANIZATION 

April  11,  1872,  to  December  31,  1923 

WITH    THEIR    TERMS    OF    SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82. 
♦Anthony,  Elliott,   1872-77. 

Appel,  Charles  L.,  1922-25. 
♦Armstrong,     Geo.     B.,     1881-82; 
1908-11. 

Armstrong,   John    C,    1921-23. 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899;  1916-21. 

Beebe,  Wm.  H.,  1887-89. 

Beroth,  Carl  O.,  1917-22. 
♦Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78. 
♦Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10. 

Bowers,  James  F.,  1901-08. 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887. 
♦Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-17. 
♦Brine,  Geo.  J.,  1886-87. 
♦Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96 ;  1901-07. 
♦Callaghan,  B.,  1880-96. 

Cigrand,  B.  J.,  1903-10. 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13. 

Cuneo,  Lawrence,  1917-24. 
♦Curran,  Wm.,  1882-83. 
♦Despres,   Samuel,   1903-06;   1912- 
15. 

Diener,  T.  C,  1893-95. 
♦Dreyer,  Edw.  S.,  1889-95. 
♦Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07. 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05. 
♦Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88. 
♦Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80. 
♦Frank,   Mortimer,   1910-13. 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-1903. 
♦Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13. 

Fyflfe,  Colin  C.  H.,  1903-05. 
♦Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02. 
♦Gartenstein,  Jacob,  1921-22. 

Gessler,  Samuel,  1917-19. 
♦Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98. 
♦Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98. 
♦Hatch,    Azel    R,    1890-93;    1894- 
1900. 

♦Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75. 
Healy,  J.  J.,  1913-25. 


Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98. 
♦Heldmann,  Geo.  D.,   1902-03. 

Henius,  Max,  1911-17. 

Herhold,  Frederick  H..  1897-1901. 
♦Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97. 
♦Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81. 
♦Hoyne,  Thos.,  1872-75. 

Hutchinson,   Chas.  L.,   1898-1901. 
♦Hynes,  Wm.  J.,  1881-87. 

Jonas,  Edgar  A.,  1917-19. 
♦Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89. 
♦Kaspar,  Wm.,  1889-94. 

Keeley,  Thos.  F.,   1894-97. 
♦Kent,  Wm.  D..  1888-89. 

Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-17. 

Kuflewski,  W.  A.,  1899-1902. 

Lagorio,  Antonio,   1906-17. 

Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900. 
♦Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06. 
♦Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82. 
♦Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06. 
♦McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-1901. 

McDowell,  Malcolm,  1913-14. 
♦McLaughlin,  Robert  J.,  1919-20. 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87. 
♦Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88. 

Mason,  George,  1874-80. 

Mayer,  Oscar  G.,   1914-17. 

Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03. 
♦Moos,  Bernhard,   1887-96. 
♦Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88. 

Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08. 

O'Connell,  T.  Frank,   1913-17. 

Oldenburg,  Adam  C,  1921-23. 
♦Onahan,  Wm.  J.,  1874-81. 

♦Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-1903. 

♦Plamondon,  Chas.  A.,    1899-1902. 

Pokorney,  Frank  J.,  1913-17. 

♦Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76. 

♦Raster,  Hermann,   1872-75. 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11. 

♦Rend,  Wm.  P.,  1889-92. 


'Deceased. 


♦Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-85. 
♦Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75. 

Roulston,  Robert  J.,  1905-13. 
♦Rubens,  Harry,   1879-85. 

Ryan,  Andrew  J.,   1898-99. 

Schick,  Charles  K,  1917-23. 
♦Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82. 
♦Scranton,  Abner  R.,  1876-79. 
♦Sheahan,  James  W.,  1872-74. 
♦Shields,  Michael,  1902-03. 
♦Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80. 
♦Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95. 

Shutter,  R.  G.,  1917-20. 
♦Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94. 
♦Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93. 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79. 


♦Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95. 
♦Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81. 

Sproul,  Elliott  W.,  1919-22. 

Stern,  Julius,   1906-12. 
♦Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87. 

Taylor,  Graham,   1906-12. 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24. 

Turner,  F.  W.,  1921-24. 
♦Umbdenstock,   Michael,   1887-90. 
♦Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99. 
♦Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13. 
♦Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83. 
♦Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10. 
♦Wells,  Wm.  H.,  1882-85. 
♦Williams,  Norman,  1887-89. 
♦Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74. 


♦Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
♦Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  IS,  1908. 
Wilson,  Harry  G.,  Acting  Secretary,  October  15,  1908,  to  March  11,  1909. 
Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 

♦Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.D.,   Librarian   from   October  25,   1873,  to  August   1, 

1887. 
♦Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 

Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
♦Legler,   Henry   E.,   Librarian   from   October   11,    1909,   to    September   13, 
1917. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Librarian  since  March  11,  1918. 


•Deceased. 


Fifty-Second  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  Public  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  City 
OF  Chicago: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Pubic  Library  has  the  honor  to  present  the  annual  report  of 
the  Public  Library  covering  the  fiscal  and  calendar  year 
ending  December  31,  1923,  in  which  are  included  the  reports 
of  the  Librarian  and  Secretary  describing  in  detail  the  op- 
eration and  activities  of  the  Library  for  the  same  period. 

The  year  was  auspiciously  opened  with  a  celebration  of 
the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Public  Library,  which  began 
on  New  Year's  Day  in  a  public  meeting  with  addresses  com- 
memorating the  event  that  had  brought  together  a  similar 
assemblage  in  the  famous  Water  Tank,  the  first  home  of 
the  Library,  at  Adams  and  LaSalle  streets,  exactly  fifty 
years  before.  A  second  meeting,  on  January  fourth,  took  the 
form  of  a  symposium  arranged  in  cooperation  with  the 
library  committee  of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club  under  the 
title  of  Fifty  Years  of  Cultural  Progress.  A  children's  enter- 
tainment with  stories  and  pictures  on  Saturday  morning  con- 
cluded the  celebration  which,  besides  marking  a  significant 
period  in  the  development  of  Chicago,  brought  much  favor- 
able publicity  to  the  Library,  the  eflfects  of  which  are  still 
perceptible. 

The  period  covered  by  this  report  saw  no  important 
changes  in  the  policy  or  administration  of  the  institution 
committed  to  our  charge.  The  reports  of  the  officers,  ap- 
pended hereto,  show  that  steady  progress  was  maintained 
in  the  never-ending  task  of  serving  the  public  with  books, 
an  increase  of  over  twelve  per  cent  in  the  number  of  vol- 
umes lent   for  home  reading  from   all   of  our  numerous  in- 
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stallations  bringing  the  total  for  the  year  to  the  gratifying 
figure  of  9,901,576.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  book  cir- 
culation has  increased  by  almost  exactly  one  hundred  per  cent 
in  the  past  seven  years,  and  that  the  branches  are  to  be 
credited  with  the  largest  part  of  that  ratio  of  increase, 
although  the  number  of  branches  operated  during  this  period 
has  not  been  materially  changed  save  by  the  addition  of  the 
large  Regional  Branch. 

These  figures  again  lead  to  the  conclusion,  frequently 
referred  to  in  these  reports,  that  the  most  popular  and  the 
most  useful  method  of  extending  the  service  of  the  Public 
Library  is  by  means  of  numerous  separate  units  established 
in  all  parts  of  the  city,  conveniently  reached  from  the  homes 
of  all  citizens.  Dividing  the  two  hundred  square  miles  of 
Chicago's  territory  into  library  districts,  each  embracing 
four  square  miles,  with  a  well-built  and  properly  equipped 
branch  at  or  near  the  center  of  each  district,  would  make 
the  Library  accessible  everywhere  at  a  maximum  distance 
of  a  little  over  a  mile  from  the  farthest  point  in  any  direc- 
tion. To  attain  this  very  reasonable  ideal  we  should  have 
at  least  fifty  branches,  and  until  we  are  enabled,  through  the 
provision  of  an  adequate  building  fund,  to  erect  suitable 
buildings  to  the  required  number,  little  progress  will  be  pos- 
sible in  the  task  of  rendering-  adequate  library  service  in 
Chicago,  a  task  upon  which  only  a  fair  beginning  has  thus 
far  been  made.  Such  a  building  fund  could  easily  be  created 
by  the  addition,  perhaps  only  for  a  fixed  period,  of  a  very 
small  increase  to  the  present  library  tax  rate  of  eight-tenths 
of  a  mill.  An  extra  two-tenths  of  a  mill  for  ten  years  would 
yield  an  annual  building  fund  of  $300,000  to  $400,000  by 
which  four  or  five  substantial  branch  library  buildings  could 
be  added  to  the  Library  system  each  year  or  a  total  of  fifty 
in  ten  years.  This  is  the  greatest  and  most  urgent  need  of 
the  institution  today. 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  this  situation,  the  Board 
applied  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1923  for  an  increase  in 
its  rate  from  eight-tenths  of  a  mill  to  a  full  mill,  but  with- 
drew its  application  toward  the  end  of  the  legislative  ses- 
sion in  compliance  with  the  prevailing  sentiment  against 
increased  taxation.  Meanwhile  the  Library  was  benefitted 
by  the  action  of  the  Assembly  which  made  the  eight-tenths 
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of  a  mill  rate  permanent  and  exempted  it  from  scaling  down 
under  the  Juul  Act. 

The  problem  of  the  maintenance  of  libraries  in  the  high 
schools,  which  has  occupied  the  attention  of  this  Board  for 
some  years,  was  brought  to  a  satisfactory  solution  by  an 
agreement  reached  in  conferences  between  special  committees 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  of  the  Library  Board  dur- 
ing the  summer.  The  importance  of  libraries  as  part  of  the 
equipment  of  the  high  schools  has  been  very  generally 
recognized  in  educational  circles,  but,  in  view  of  their  re- 
stricted use  and  specialized  scope,  this  Board  felt  that  it  could 
not  continue  to  carry  the  sole  responsibility  for  the  running 
expenses  of  the  seven  high  school  libraries  established  under 
its  authority  in  1916  and  1917  and  still  in  operation.  Under 
the  arrangement  that  has  now  been  adopted  by  both  Boards, 
and  in  force  since  the  beginning  of  the  fall  school  term  of 
1923,  the  administration  of  the  libraries,  the  selection  and 
purchase  of  books  and  the  cost  of  bindings  and  repairs  to 
the  book  stock  are  assumed  by  the  Library.  The  Board  of 
Education,  for  its  part,  assumes  full  financial  obligation  for 
all  salaries  and  pays  to  the  Library  Board  a  monthly  sum 
sufficient  to  meet  all  payrolls  for  the  staff  in  the  seven  high 
school  libraries,  while  the  selection  and  appointment  of  said 
stafif  remain  under  the  supervision  of  the  Library.  As  a 
result  of  this  arrangement  the  conduct  of  high  school  libra- 
ries in  Chicago  is  placed  upon  a  sounder  and  more  equitable 
basis  than  prevails  in  most  other  cities  where  the  public 
library  and  the  public  schools  have  joined  in  similar  meas- 
ures of  cooperation. 

Changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Board  occurred  early 
in  the  year  and  again  shortly  before  its  close.  Mr.  Charles 
L.  Appel,  appointed  December  20th,  1922,  assumed  his  duties 
at  the  first  meeting  of  the  year.  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Turner  was 
appointed  January  17th,  1923,  to  succeed  the  late  Dr.  Jacob 
Gartenstein ;  Mr.  Paul  A.  Hazard  succeeded  Mr.  Beroth  on 
January  24th  and  Col.  Healy  was  reappointed  on  February 
7th.  On  December  27th  the  Mayor  appointed  Messrs. 
Andrew  J.  Kolar  to  succeed  Charles  E.  Schick;  Colin  C.  H. 
Fyffe  to  succeed  J.  C.  Armstrong;  Louis  Severson  to  sue- 
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ceed  Adam   C.   Oldenburg,   and   Michael   larussi   to   succeed 
Charles  L.  Appel. 

The  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  regularly  on  the 
appointed  days  and  were  faithfully  attended,  the  affairs  of 
the  Library  being  conducted  without  interruption  or  diffi- 
culties throughout  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Frank  F.  Tollkuehn,  President 
James  J.  Healy,  Vice-President 
Frederick  W.  Turner 
Paul  A.  Hazard 
Michael  Iarussi 
Colin  C.  H.  Fyffe 

A.  J.   KOLAR 

Louis  M.  Severson 
Chicago,  January  28,  1924. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public  Library 
Chicago,  January  28,  1924 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is 
established  and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
financial  and  statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1923. 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1923 

Receif^ts 

Sale  of  1922  tax  warrants $   360,000.00 

Sale   1923  tax   warrants 175,000.00 

Taxes    1922    $1,083,671.96 

Less  :    Tax  warrants  1922  redeemed.  .$360,000.00 

Over  distribution   1921  taxes.     40,525.00     400,525.00         683,146.96 

Taxes  1920  and  prior 4,725.83 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,611.29 

Unclaimed  wages   144.49 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  of  duplicates $     50.00 

Sale  of  finding  lists 569.21 

Miscellaneous    3,665.20 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 9,506.83 

Postage  refunds    1,048.10  14,839.34 

$1,239,467.91 
Funds,  Jan.  1,  1923 : 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 25,271.90 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,000.00 

$1,265,739.81 
Disbursements 

Salaries,    main    librar\- $  412,360.97 

Salaries,  branches    340,325.76 

Salaries,    deposit    stations 25,930.74 

Delivery  stations,  misc 4,270.61 

Branch  misc 41,846.98 

Books   217,542.30 

Binding    85,273.49 

Finding  lists    5,516.34 

Printing  and  stationery 16,325.36 
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Periodicals   20,304.60 

Miscellaneous  expense   9,623.33 

Fuel    24,147.47 

Heating  and  generating  plant 2,564.52 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 2,241.97 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 452.29 

Janitor's  expense    1,739.36 

Furniture  and   fixtures 10,543.90 

Insurance    3,835.01 

Freight  and  expressage  344.65 

Postage    5,040.82 

Books  lost  and  paid  for— refunds 1,212.02 

Repairs,  alterations  and   improvements 18,508.28 

Interest  on  1922  tax  warrants   5,370.43 

Total    expenditures $1,255,321.20 

Funds  Dec.  31,  1923 : 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 9,418.61 

Cash   in    bank    and    in    hands    of    Secretary 

(petty  cash)    1,000.00 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
December  31.  1923 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $       9,418.61 

Taxes  of  1922  collectible  (com- 
plete returns  on  taxes  1922 
not  made  by  County  Treas- 
urer)     $   249,321.46 

Less     outstanding     1923     tax 

warrants   175,000.00  74,321.46 


From  this  balance  an  amount  estimated 
$80,000.00  for  losses  and  cost  of  extension 
and  collection  of  taxes  for  1922  is  to  be  de- 
ducted     


$1,265,739.81 


$     83,740.07 


80,000.00 


$      3,740.07 
Miscellaneous  Funds 
Rental  Collection : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 5,770.64 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 8,987.57 

$     14,758.21 

Books  purchased   $       5,367.95 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1923 9,390.26  14.758.21 
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Security  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 2,063.70 

Deposits  for  cards  and  books 6,344.43 

$       8,408.13 

Deposits   refunded   $       6,071.93 

Balance  Dec.  31.   1923 2,336.20  8,408.13 

High  School  Libraries : 

Received  from  Board  of  Education 12,444.00 

Expended  on  account  of  salaries $      11,499.29 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1923 944.71  12,444.00 

Special  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 100.00 

Balance  Dec.   31,   1923 $  100.00 

Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 400.00 

Adjustment  of  fire  losses 255.00 

$  655.00 

Books  purchased  and   repairs $  316.66 

Balance   Dec.   31,   1923 338.34  655.00 

Pension  Fund: 

Fines   for  retention  of  books 64,500.62 

Fines  paid  to  Treasurer  of  Pension  Fund..$     64,500.62 

Secretar3''s  Petty  Cash : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 9.52 

Reimbursed  by  Library  Fund 10,382.98 

$     10,392.50 
Miscellaneous  expense  as  per  vouchers  audited. $      10,339.00 
Balance  Dec.  31,    1923 53.50  10,392.50 

Trust  Funds 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Kelly  Branch  Fund  : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 $  6.28 

Income  from  investments 11,067.64 

$     11,073.92 

Expended  on  account  of  salaries    $     11,070.36 

Balance  Dec.  31.   1923 3.56  11,073.92 

Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 94.30 

Income  from  investments 378.51 

$  472.81 
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Books  purchased    $         471.92 

Balance   Dec.  31,   1923 .89  472,81 

Beecher  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 91.92 

Income  from  investments 90.54 

$  182.46 

Books  purchased    $  143.69 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1923 38.77  182.46 

Jackson  Fund: 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1923 83.02 

Income   from   investments 31.43 

$  114.45 

Books  purchased    $  59.28 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1923 55.17  114.45 


Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
Trust  Funds: 

Hiram   Kelly   bequest $  200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram   Kellj'   increment 65,000.00 

$  278,000.00 
Investments : 

Bonds  Jan.  1,  1923 $  277,893.55 

Less    bonds   matured 78,000.00 

$    199,893.55 
Bonds   purchased    77,845.75 

Bonds  Dec.  31,  1923  (par  value  $282,150.00)       277,739.30 
Cash    uninvested 260.70         278,000.00 


Cash  Reconcilement 

Incidental  Fund    $       1,000.00 

Less  incidental  fund  not  reimbursed  by  City 

Treasurer    946.50    $  53.50 

Security  deposits   2,336.20 

Special   deposits    100.00 

Insurance  fund   338.34 

Rental   collection    9,390.26 
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High   school  libraries 944.71 

Kelly  Branch   fund 3.56 

Ryder  fund  income ,89 

Beecher  fund  income 38.77 

Jackson    fund   income 55.17 

Cash  balance  trust  funds 260.70 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  library  books  Dec. 

31,   1923 $     13,522.10 


LIST  OF  SECURITIES 

No.  of  Matu- 

Bonds                                                                        Rate  rity 

7  Lincoln  Park  Town  of  N.  Chicago...  4%  1925 

1  Lincoln   Park   Commissioners 5%  1931 

2  Lincoln  Park  Commissioners 4%  1931 

15     City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1927 

15     City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1928 

15  City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%  1929 

5     City  of   Chicago,  judgment  refunding  4j/2%  1924 

5     City  of   Chicago,  judgment   refunding  4^%  1925 

8  City  of  Chicago,  judgment  refunding  4^/2%  1926 
1     City  of   Chicago,  judgment   refunding  4^%  1927 
1     City    of    Chicago,    Ashland    Av.    Im- 
provement      4%  1929 

1    City  of  Chicago,  Police  Dept.  Bldg...  4%  1930 

16  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1926 

1  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%  1928 

15     Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%  1930 

10    Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%  1932 

5     Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%  1943 

7  East  St.  Louis  Park  District 4^%  1931 

4  South    Park    Commissioners 4%  1930 

10    South    Park    Commissioners 4%  1931 

8  West   Park   Commissioners 4%  1924 

2  West   Park   Commissioners 4%  1926 

2    West   Park   Commissioners 4%  1927 

1  West   Park  Commissioners 4%  1928 

2  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1930 

1  West   Chicago   Park    Commissioners. .  4%  1925 

5  Rockford,    111.,   school   building 5%  1934 

5     Rockford,    111.,    school    building 5%  1935 

5     Livingston      Co.,      111.,      Consolidated 

School  District  No.   185 5%  1938 

2  Livingston      Co.,      111.,      Consolidated 

School  Distrcit  No.  185 5%  1941 

1  Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1933 

2  Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1934 

1     Putnam     Co..     111.,     Township     High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1935 

3  Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1939 

3     Putnam     Co.,     111.,     Township     High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1940 

7    Ford  Co.,  111.,  School  District  No.  103  4^%  1929 


Denomi- 

-    Par 

nation 

value 

51,000  $ 

7.000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1,000 

15.000.00 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5.000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1.000 

1,000.00 

500 

500.00 

1,000 

16,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1,000 

10,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1.000 

7,000.00 

1,000 

4,000.00 

1,000 

10,000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1.000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

l.OOO 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1.000 

3,000.00 

1,000 

3,000.00 

500 

3,500.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

500 

500.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

0,000 

10,000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

100 

100.00 

50 

50.00 

1,000 

7,000.00 

5,000 

25,000.00 
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1  Ford  Co.,  111.,  School  District  No.  103  4>^%  1930       500  500.00 
5     Pontiac   Township    High    School    Dis- 
trict  No.   90 5%      1929    1,000        5,000.00 

5  Pontiac  Township  High  School  Dis- 
trict  No.   90 5%  1930    1,000       5,000.00 

5  Pontiac  Township  High  School  Dis- 
trict   No.    90 5%  1931 

5     Pekin,  111.,  School   District 4)^%  1932 

2  City   of    Sterling,    111 4^/%  1934 

1     Lake   County,   111 5%  1937 

1     Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4%  1949 

5  State  of  Illinois,  Soldiers  Compensa- 
tion      4>^%  1937 

5  State  of  111.,  State  Highways 4%  1936 

1  Federal  Land  Bank 4^%  1953 

8  Federal  Land  Bank 4^%  1953 

8  United  States,  3d  Liberty  Loan 4%%  1928 

1  United  States,  3d  Liberty  Loan 4%%  1928 

1  United  States,  3d  Liberty  Loan 4^4%  1928 

7  United   States,  4th  Liberty  Loan 4%%  1938 

5  United   States,  4th   Liberty  Loan 4^7o  1938 

$282,150.00 


Chicago,  January  28th  1924. 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 
Public  Library,  Chicago 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  The  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1923,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to 
examine  the  library  account  in  the  books  of  the  City,  and 
we  found  that  the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc.  entered 
therein  agreed  with  the  receipts  in  the  library  books. 

In  company  with  one  of  the  Directors  and  the  Secretary, 
we  inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various  invest- 
ments, all  of  which  were  prodviced  to  us. 

We  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements,  and  com- 
pared them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities;  and 

We  certify  same  to  be  correct. 

Yours  very  truly, 
UNITED  STATES  AUDIT  CO., 

Whitney  B.  Flershem,  C.  P.  A., 

Members  of  American  Institute 
of  Accountants. 
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BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in  library,   Jan.    1,   1923 1,213,835 

Number  of  books  purchased  the   past  year....  185,164 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 7,758 

Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded.  840 

Number  of  books  received    from   other    sources  8,129 

201,891 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 68,084 

Number  of  books  withdrawn    (duplicates,   etc.)       8,943 

Number  of  books  delinquent,    1922 3,603 

♦Number  of  books  missing,   1922 22,429 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 7,527 

Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year  110,586 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 91,305 


Total  number  of  books  in  the  library,  Jan.  1,  1924  1.305,140 


*No  inventory  for  main  librarj'. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 


State  of  Illinois,  I 
County  of  Cook.  J     ^^ ' 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  fore- 
going statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and 
belief. 

H.  G.  Wilson. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  28th  day  of  January 
A.  D.  1924. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and   Board  of  Directors,   The  Chicago 

Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the 
fifty-second  annual  report  upon  the  activities  of  the  Library 
during  the  year  beginning  January  1  and  ending  December 
31,  1923. 

Home  Circulation 

Agencies  Volumes 

1922       1923  1922  1923 

Central   Library    1  1  1,288,702  1,138,142 

Branches    2>1  38  4,772,584  5,517,233 

High    School    Libraries 7  7  320.114  426,775 

Deposit    Stations    81  88  1,273,325  1,375,664 

Business    House    Libraries 66  84  228,459  237,654 

Special    Deposits    '9S>  87  122,029  118,338 

School    Deposits    (Schools:    1922: 

236;   1923:  322) 1,935  2.537  820,560  1,087,770 

Total    2,215    2,842  8,825.773    9,901,576 

Daily  Average   Circulation 28,937         32,571 

(Net  Central  circulation  in  1922  was  1,085,523,  to  which  two  actives 
not  otherwise  covered,  i.  e.,  Stations,  146,686  and  Branch  Refer- 
ence, 56,493,  were  added  to  make  the  above  total.  In  computing 
increase  in  Central  circulation  it  is  proper  to  use  1,085,523  for 
1922.) 
Registered  card  holders : 

General    253,447       267,094 

Deposit  Stations    49,666         41,771 

Business  House   Libraries 19,330         26,305 

Special  Deposits    10,204         10,301 

School   Deposits    87,075       114,165 

Total     419,722       459,636 

(High  school  library  borrowers  not  included.  Assuming  that  all 
students  use  the  library,  the  total  number  in  the  seven  high 
schools  would  correspond  to  the  student  registration,  17,410.) 

The  foregoing  statistics  indicate,  so   far  as  statistics  may, 

a  gratifying  measure  of  progress.  An  increase  of  twelve-and-one- 

half  per  cent  over  the  number  of  volumes  issued  to  borrowers 

during  the  previous  year  represents  a  healthy  rate  of  growth,  and 

the  recorded  total  of  nearly  ten  millions  of  volumes  circulated 

from  all  agencies  is  large  enough  to  be  impressive.     But  when 

this  figure  is  divided  by  our  total  population,  which  by  the  most 

conservative  estimate  is  close  to  2,9(X),000,  the  per  capita  use  of 

Library  books  is  seen  to  be  barely  three-and-one-half  volumes 
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per  year.  Reference  to  our  statistics  of  registration,  moreover, 
shows  that  less  than  ten  per  cent  of  our  citizens  are  duly  regis- 
tered holders  of  the  three-year  card,  though  the  addition  of 
school  children  and  of  patrons  of  the  little  traveling  libraries 
and  stations,  whose  registration  privileges  extend  only  to  the  use 
of  very  small  local  collections,  brings  the  number  of  actual  library 
users  up  to  a  total  of  459,636  or  15.8  per  cent.  It  must  also  be 
noted  that,  of  the  recorded  holders  of  three-year  cards,  a  certain 
uncomputed  number  resides  in  the  suburbs  and  is  not  included 
in  the  population  of  the  city,  while  other  thousands  of  names 
still  in  our  active  files  probably  represent  unused  or  "dead"  cards. 
It  becomes  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  degree  of  permeation 
that  the  Public  Library  has  hitherto  attained  is  still  far  below 
the  point  of  saturation,  which,  of  course  will  never  be  reached. 
There  is,  however,  something  lacking  in  the  extent  to  which  we 
have  been  able  to  attract  the  citizens  of  Chicago  to  become 
permanent,  fully  registered  patrons  of  the  Public  Librai-y.  The 
fact  that  local  cards,  good  only  at  local  stations  or  in  school 
deposits,  are  obtained  without  delay  and  practically  for  the  ask- 
ing, while  the  card  with  larger  privileges  still  requires  the  added 
signature  of  a  guarantor  is  probably  a  contributing  cause.  It 
is  also  undoubtedly  true  that  the  location  of  many  of  our 
branches,  in  park  buildings  remote  from  the  street,  or  in  other 
institutions  where  they  lose  their  identity,  deprives  us  of  a  large 
measure  of  publicity  that  would  accrue  from  attractive  and  well 
situated  buildings  of  our  own.  There  are,  also,  many  districts 
where  the  Public  Library  still  has  no  agencies  of  any  sort,  and 
where  no  opportunity  is  afforded  to  the  residents  to  become 
acquainted  with  this  institution.  These  are  some  of  the  more 
obvious  aspects  of  the  problem  which  will  engage  our  definite 
attention  during  the  coming  year. 

Meanwhile  it  is  apparent  that  nearly  half  a  million  persons 
are  recorded  as  fairly  constant  users  of  the  Public  Library 
through  its  various  agencies.  Of  these,  267,094  are  registered  as 
holders  of  three-year  cards,  and  to  these  is  credited  the  use 
(through  Central  Library  and  branches  in  above  table)  of  6,655,- 
375  volumes,  over  two-thirds  of  the  total  circulated,  while  the 
192,542  locally  registered  library  users  are  credited  with  2,819,- 
426  volumes  or  less  than  one-third  of  the  total.  The  latter 
figure  does  not  include  the  circulation  in  the  high  school  libraries 
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because  the  number  of  borrowers,  while  assumed  to  be  the  total 
registration  of  each  school,  is  not  included  in  our  record  of  card- 
holders. Per  capita  the  annual  book  use  of  these  two  classes 
of  registrants  is  respectively  25  and  15.  Among  several  con- 
clusions to  be  deduced  from  these  computations  is,  first,  the 
relative  superiority  of  our  service  in  the  Central  Library  and 
the  branches,  where  personal  and  expert  attention  is  available, 
and  where  the  book  stock  is  naturally  much  more  adequate,  as 
against  mere  unsupervised  book  distribution  through  the  Deposit 
Stations  with  only  very  limited  assortments  to  draw  from.  It 
is  also  to  be  observed  that  the  fully  registered  borrower  has  the 
privilege  of  withdrawing  five  books  at  once,  and  largely  avails 
himself  thereof  as  is  shown  by  the  indicated  average  of  three 
volumes  per  borrower  per  loan  the  year  round.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  more  than  one  reader  (the  cus- 
tomary estimate  is  two-and-one-half )  is  brought  into  contact 
with  each  book  borrowed.  All  of  which  tends  to  confirm  our 
belief  that  a  very  large  number  of  persons  are  served  by  the 
Public  Library  to  their  reasonable  satisfaction. 

Another  conclusion  legitimately  drawn  from  our  statistics 
is  that  the  average  of  twenty-five  books  per  reader  per  year, 
which  is  very  high,  indicates  a  considerable  amount  of  intensive 
or  at  least  continuous  reading.  This  proportion  would  be  still 
further  enhanced  if  it  were  possible  to  determine  the  actual 
number  of  current  patrons  and  to  deduct  from  the  roster  all 
unused  cards  still  counted  as  active,  as  well  as  to  allow  for  the 
occasional  or  intermittent  borrower.  There  is  much  reason  for 
gratification  in  this  circumstance,  which  suggests  an  approxima- 
tion to  the  ideal  to  which  all  library  service  aspires. 

It  also  indicates  the  relative  adequacy  of  our  book  stock, 
since  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  issue  so  many  books  to  so 
many  readers  unless  the  desired  books  were  available  in  sufficient 
quantities.  This  is  a  condition  towards  which  we  have  been 
systematically  working  for  the  past  two  years  and  the  results  of 
our  policy  seem  to  justify  the  very  heavy  expenditures  we  have 
made  for  books  during  that  period  and  which  we  trust  we  shall 
be  able  to  continue  on  a  similar  scale  for  the  future.  Books, 
it  would  seem,  are  still  among  the  fundamentals  of  library 
service,  and  though  we  are  far  from  commanding  the  proper 
equipment  in  staff  or  buildings  for  our  huge  and  ever  growing 
task,  we  have,  at  any  rate,  been  able  to  maintain  our  stock  of 
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books  on  a  scale  reasonably  proportionate  to  the  demands  made 
upon  it.  All  of  our  increased  circulation  during  the  past  year 
must  be  ascribed  to  this  circumstance  since  there  were  no  im- 
portant additions  to  our  group  of  agencies.  So  long,  therefore, 
as  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  supply  a  good  proportion  of  the 
books  that  the  public  wants  to  read  and  has  a  right  to  find  in  its 
Public  Library,  we  shall  have  no  difificulty  in  continuing  to  show 
a  steadily  rising  scale  of  use  and  usefulness.  The  limits  of  both 
are  circumscribed  only  by  the  limitations  of  our  resources. 

Librarians  sometimes  permit  themselves  to  view  with  alarm 
the  encroachments  of  the  motion  picture,  the  motor  car  and, 
latterly,  the  radio  upon  the  redeemable  leisure  of  the  public. 
Such  fears  seem  at  least  premature  while  the  public  library  is 
obliged,  through  lack  of  means,  to  leave  unfulfilled  any  part  of 
its  great  commission  to  serve  all  the  people.  No  public  library 
has  yet  enjoyed  a  sufficient  measure  of  financial  support  to  enable 
it  to  meet  even  a  tithe  of  its  most  patent  opportunities,  and, 
until  these  shall  have  been  wholly  encompassed,  there  is  small 
need  for  concern  over  the  competition  of  temporal  distractions 
with  the  love  of  books.  Not  a  few  times  in  the  history  of  the 
human  spirit  before  and  since  the  black  art  of  Gutenberg  was 
itself  condemned  as  a  menace  to  the  true  learning  have  timorous 
hearts  been  stirred  by  similar  misgivings.  But  the  age-old  power 
of  the  written  word  which  has  both  wrought  and  survived  many 
changes  in  the  world,  will  be  at  no  loss  to  adapt  itself  once 
more  and  maintain  its  sway  even  in  the  face  of  these  most  recent 
fruits  of  man's  enterprise.  Not  this  way  lie  the  true  reasons 
for  our  shortcomings. 

In  the  branches  the  circulation  of  books  increased  by  16.6%, 
which  is  a  remarkable  gain  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  with  the 
exception  of  one  small  branch  re-opened  late  in  the  year,  no 
additions  were  made  to  the  branch  system.  A  liberal  supply  of 
books,  generously  replenished  and  kept  well  up-to-date,  is  re- 
sponsible for  much  of  the  increase,  but  the  zeal  and  efficiency 
of  our  branch  staff  must  also  be  credited  with  a  goodly  share 
of  the  responsibility  for  this  gratifying  record.  No  other  group 
in  our  large  organization  shows  a  higher  measure  of  loyalty, 
industry  and  devotion  than  the  staff  in  the  branches,  which  now 
numbers  480  persons.  Distributed  all  over  the  city,  assigned  to 
quarters  which  are  almost  all  too  small  and  which  frequently 
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lack  even  the  commonest  conveniences,  struggling  with  a  task 
that  grows  larger  day  by  day,  this  devoted  band  never  falters 
but  continues  to  make  steady  and  consistent  progress  both  in  the 
quantity  and  the  quality  of  service  offered  to  its  multitude  of 
patrons.  Without  the  spirit  that  animates  the  staff,  the  accom- 
plishments here  recorded  could  not  have  been  achieved.  To 
recognize  and  testify  to  this  fact  is  both  a  pleasure  and  a  dutv. 

The  Central  Library  shows  a  gain  of  five  per  cent  in  num- 
ber of  volumes  issued.  This  figure  still  indicates  normal  growth 
though  it  begins  to  be  increasingly  evident  that  the  facilities 
of  the  main  building,  for  service  as  well  as  in  book  storage,  have 
now  very  nearly  reached  capacity.  During  the  busiest  season 
it  is  now  not  uncommon  for  the  number  of  books  drawn  by  bor- 
rowers in  one  day  from  the  main  building  alone  to  rise  above  six 
thousand  ;  on  several  days  during  the  past  year  the  count  exceeded 
seven  thousand.  All  accommodations,  for  public,  for  staiT  and 
for  books,  have  been  outgrown.  Congestion  and  discomfort  pre- 
vail in  eveiT-  department.  Plans  for  new  activities  pressing  for 
development  must  be  postponed,  and  opportunities  for  greater 
service  must  be  avoided.  Meanwhile  the  demand  for  books 
grows,  the  crowds  increase,  the  splendid  location  of  our  building 
alone  being  responsible  for  a  measure  of  productive  publicity 
the  results  of  which  only  add  to  the  difficulties  of  our  problem. 
There  is  a  spacious  area  in  the  rear  of  the  building  available  for 
an  addition  that  would  meet  the  needs  of  the  present  and  for 
many  years  to  come.  Only  the  lack  of  funds,  a  few  hundred 
thousands,  stands  between  us  and  the  provision  of  the  additional 
space  so  sorely  needed. 

Classification  of  book  use  from  the  Main  Librar}'  is  diffi- 
cult because  the  central  collection  is  still  shelved  according  to  the 
old  notation  devised  by  Dr.  Poole  in  1873.  The  following  tables 
will,  however,  give  an  approximation  that  may  be  of  interest. 
It  is  compiled  from  the  daily  records  of  books  issued : 

Arts  and  sciences   (D.C.  100,  30O,  500,  600,  700) 258,622      2111% 

Literature  and  language   (D.C.  000,  400.  800) 100,361       08.837<^ 

History,  biography    (D.C.  900,  920) 64,170      05.65% 

Travel    (D.C.   910) 32,221       02.84% 

Theology,  etc.   (D.C  200) 31,953       02.81% 

Fiction,   adult    526,459      46.35% 

Fiction,   juvenile    (Hughes  Room) 67,712      05.96% 

Foreign    54,361       04.79% 

1,135,859    100.00% 
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In  the  branches,  where  the  books  are  classed  by  the  Decimal 
system,  it  is  possible  to  make  a  more  scientific  analysis  of  the 
circulation.  A  detailed  table  is  included  as  an  appendix  to  this 
report. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  possible  to  begin 
regional  service  at  the  Legler  Regional  Branch.  A  conference 
of  the  librarians  of  twelve  branches  and  three  high  schools  em- 
braced within  the  first  regional  district  was  called  in  October 
and  the  plan  briefly  outlined  below  was  adopted.  It  will  be 
recalled  that  the  Regional  Plan  was  designed  to  provide  added 
facilities,  to  supplement  the  book  collections,  and  thus  to  increase 
the  general  effectiveness  of  our  small  branches,  installed  in 
inadequate  quarters  and  working  under  difficulties  that  retard 
the  development  of  their  fullest  usefulness  unsupported.  Five 
regional  districts  are  eventually  to  be  organized,  each  to  be  served, 
as  central  source  of  supply  and  direction,  by  a  large  and  fully 
equipped  Regional  Branch.  The  first  (and  thus  far  the  only) 
Regional  Branch  has  now  begun  to  function,  the  following 
activities  having  been  instituted : 

Extra  copy  service,  both  fiction  and  non-fiction.  Either  as 
inter-branch  loan,  short  loan  or  long  loan,  to  be  deter- 
mined in  each  case. 

School  reserve,  primarily  based  on  the  high  school  reading 
lists.     A  basic  collection  is  now  being  assembled. 

Reference  loan  service  along  lines  now  supplied  from  Main. 
The  Regional  book  stock  will  be  built  up  to  the  highest 
possible  strength  for  this  purpose.  All  loan  requisitions 
from  branches  and  high  schools  in  the  district  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  Regional  Branch,  which  will  relay 
to  Main  such  subjects  as  it  finds  itself  unable  to  cover. 

Magazine  reference  service.  A  Readers'  Guide  collection 
from  1910  has  been  assembled  at  the  Regional,  from 
which  volumes  will  be  sent  to  branches  as  required. 

Possibilities  still  undeveloped : 

Clearing  house  for  picture  bulletins,  special  day  material, 
exhibit  material,  picture  collections,  pamphlets,  package 
libraries,  etc. 

Art  book  collection,  consisting  of  books  whose  size,  value, 
character,  etc.,  preclude  their  addition  to  separate 
branches.  To  be  supplemented  by  loans  from  Main  art 
room  to  Regional.  Patrons  to  be  referred  to  Regional 
for  such  books. 
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Administrative  conferences;  emergency  help  (personnel). 

Use  of  Regional  rooms  for  club  or  school  groups  from  any- 
where in  the  regional  district. 

Regional  depositary  of  foreign  literature  and  regional  sur- 
vey of  foreign  groups  in  the  district. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  render  a  conclusive  account  of  the 
plan  at  this  time,  there  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  those  engaged 
in  it,  both  at  the  Regional  and  in  the  participating  branches,  that 
it  lias  already  proved  successful  and  that  it  will  rapidly  develop 
into  a  most  important  and  efficient  addition  to  city-wide  library 
service.  It  is  certain,  for  example,  that  transportation  of  ma- 
terial by  auto-truck  or  messenger  is  much  more  expeditious ;  that 
direct  access  to  the  ample  stock  of  the  Regional  by  the  local 
branches  in  much  shorter  time  than  is  involved  in  a  trip  down- 
town is  a  great  satisfaction,  and  that  the  closer  and  more  generous 
attention  that  can  be  given  to  local  calls  by  the  special  Regional 
staff  results  in  a  marked  increase  in  efficiency.  On  the  other 
hand  the  sorely  overtaxed  resources  and  machinery  at  the  Main 
Library  are  already  responding  to  the  relief  of  pressure  due  to 
the  activities  of  this  well  organized  auxiliary.  It  may  safely  be 
said  that  the  Regional  Plan  has  passed  the  experimental  stage 
and  that  the  possibilities  of  its  future  development  are  both 
numerous  and  interesting. 

The  extent  to  which  the  branches  still  depend  upon  the  Cen- 
tral building  collections  is  shown  by  the  figures  on  inter-loan  of 
books  from  Main  to  branches.  A  total  of  83,751  volumes  were 
dispatched  to  branches  in  response  to  requests  sent  to  the  Short 
Loan  Desk  during  the  year.  To  fill  most  of  these  requests  re- 
quires reference  work  of  an  intensive  character  and  involves  the 
steady  employment  of  a  group  of  five  efficient  reference  assist- 
ants. Through  this  agency  the  reference  service  of  the  Central 
Library  is  made  available  anywhere  in  the  city  and  the  smallest 
branch  is  able  to  secure  for  its  patrons  the  use  of  the  entire  re- 
sources of  the  institution.  The  new  service  at  the  Regional  Branch 
has  already  taken  over  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  calls  for 
its  own  district  and  will  eventually  be  able  to  take  care  of  a 
still  larger  share  of  them  as  its  own  book  stock  is  enlarged  and 
strengthened. 

By  an  agreement  reached  after  long  negotiation  between 
the  Board  of  Education  and  the  Public  Library,  the  status  of 
the   libraries    in   Chicago   high   schools   has   finally   been    settled 
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upon  a  basis  that  promises  to  be  pemianent  and  practical.  Fol- 
lowing is  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Library  Board  and 
definitely  accepted  by  the  School  Board  on  September  12,  1923, 
as  the  result  of  several  conferences  between  a  special  committee 
of  the  vSchool  Board  and  a  similar  committee  of  the  Library 
Board  composed  of  the  members  of  the  administration  and 
library  committees : 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
will  maintain  the  seven  high  school  libraries  as  heretofore, 
supplying  at  its  expense  all  books,  magazines,  supplies  and 
bindings  necessary  to  maintain  them  at  their  proper  efficiency 
and  to  furnish  a  staff  of  five  persons  for  each  library,  said 
staflf  to  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library. 

For  this  service  the  Board  of  Education  is  to  pay  the  sum 
of  $4,148  per  month  for  all  of  the  seven  high  school  libraries 
for  the  period  of  ten  months  beginning  September  1,  1923, 
and  the  additional  sum  of  $1,940  a  month  for  four  high  school 
libraries  for  the  period  of  two  months  during  the  summer 
school  sessions.  Any  difference  between  the  payments  made 
by  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  actual  pay-roll  paid  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  is  to  be  ad- 
justed quarterly. 

The  Board  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  this  admirable  solu- 
tion of  a  vexed  question,  which  ensures  the  closest  and  most 
effective  cooperation  between  the  Library  and  the  high  schools 
while  it  relieves  the  former  of  a  financial  burden  that  seemed 
inequitable  and  which  hitherto  has  stood  in  the  way  of  further 
development  of  libraries  in  the  high  schools.  The  way  now 
seems  open  for  library  installations  in  the  remaining  eighteen 
high  schools  as  rapidly  as  the  school  authorities  find  themselves 
in  a  position  to  add  to  the  expenditures  for  this  important  fea- 
ture of  modern  high  school  equipment. 

The  use  of  books  in  foreign  languages  again  shows  heavy 
increase,  keeping  pace  with  our  gradually  increasing  supply. 
The  improvement  of  European  trade  conditions  and  the  resump- 
tion of  publishing  activities  has  made  it  easier  to  procure  these 
books  in  adequate  quantities,  and  we  have  steadily  continued  to 
add  to  our  collections  both  in  new  publications  and  in  replacing 
the  sadly  depleted  stock  of  former  days.  Twenty  European 
literatures  are  now  represented  on  our  shelves.  Our  policy  of 
distributing  these  books  among  the  branches  patronized  by  the 
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various  nationalities  has  been  continued  and  extended,  with  the 
results  shown  in  the  following  tables  which  cover  only  the 
foreign  collections  in  branches  and  in  the  Open  Shelf  section 
of  the  Central  Library.  Books  used  from  the  old  foreign  sec- 
tion in  the  main  stack  are  recorded  in  the  classed  circulation 
statistics  for  the  Central  Library  given  above.  The  total  num- 
ber of  foreign  books  in  the  Library  is  included  in  the  classified 
table  on  page  42.  The  figures  below  represent,  in  most  cases, 
only  a  very  small  selection  : 

Main  (Open  Shelves)  Branches 

No.  of        Circula-  No.  of        Circula- 

Books  tion  Books  tion 

Arabian  74  84  

Bohemian    1.324  2,162  1,890  24,762 

Croatian    34  52  115  1,216 

Danish-Norwegian    576  1,057  725  5,324 

Dutch    161  158  

French    1,673  7,457  821  3,811 

German   2,523  13,752  2,811  17,912 

Greek,  modern   425  407  218  427 

Hebrew    133  291  112  443 

Hungarian    597  1,986  179  524 

Italian    379  754  766  2.923 

Latvian    763  59  5       

Lithuanian    429  323  785  7,336 

Polish    443  2,582  1,479  25,752 

Roumanian    37  159  ....  7 

Russian   272  2,617  932  5,607 

Spanish   396  1,094  353  2,330 

Swedish    345  1,005  409  852 

Yiddish    1,414  2,867  2,566  18,543 

Total    11.998     38,866  14,166     117,769 

The  Deposit  Department  reports  an  increase  in  circulation 
of  107,843  volumes  but  only  a  slight  variation  in  the  number  of 
agencies.  The  possibilities  in  extension  work,  comprising  service 
to  all  the  various  groups,  industrial,  social,  religious  and  edu- 
cational, are  of  course  endless.  Many  hundreds  of  small 
book  collections  could  be  advantageously  placed  under  such 
auspices  if  this  department  were  equipped  in  personnel  and  book 
stock  to  enter  upon  a  systematic  campaign.  This  is  our  pioneer- 
ing force  that  should  be  constantly  occupied  in  establishing  new 
contacts,  opening  new  territory  and  preparing  the  way  for  more 
permanent  library  service  in  all  parts  of  the  city.     Such  a  cam- 
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paign,  properly  directed,  would  meet  with  instant  and  over- 
whelming response.  But  the  department  suffers  from  an  inade- 
quate and  constantly  shifting  staff  and  is  still  without  a  permanent 
head  able  to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  Meanwhile,  much 
credit  is  due  to  the  small  nucleus  of  senior  members  of  this 
organization  who  have  contrived  to  hold  it  together  and  to  main- 
tain a  standard  of  accomplishment  out  of  all  proportion  to  its 
resources. 

Library  service  to  hospitals  was  increased  by  the  addition 
of  one  installation,  at  Mary  Thompson  Hospital  for  Women 
and  Children,  opened  in  December.  Preparations  are  also  under 
way  for  service  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  to  begin  early  in  the 
new  year.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  continuing  interest  and 
cooperation  of  our  good  friends  the  library  committee  of  the 
Chicago  Woman's  Club  in  this  activity  where  the  sponsorship 
and  influence  of  that  organization  has  been  of  inestimable  value. 
Hospital  service  is  another  phase  of  library  extension  work  that 
will  of  necessity  proceed  slowly  until  we  can  arrange  to  organize 
the  whole  department  upon  a  more  comprehensive  basis. 

The  work  with  the  schools,  formerly  under  the  Deposit  De- 
partment, has  been  organized  as  an  independent  activity  under 
its  own  chief  and  established  in  separate  quarters  made  by  setting 
oft'  an  alcove  adjoining  the  Hughes  Room.  We  have  called 
this  the  Teachers'  Room  and  have  equipped  it  with  current  files 
of  the  leading  educational  magazines,  a  collection  of  the  newest 
books  of  interest  to  teachers,  and  a  complete  sample  collection 
of  the  books  available  for  school  room  deposits.  Of  the  latter 
there  are  now  2,537  distributed  among  322  schools,  of  which  252 
are  public  grammar  schools  and  seven  public  high  schools.  Sixty- 
two  parochial  and  private  grammar  schools  and  one  parochial 
high  school  complete  the  list.  The  number  of  room  deposits 
was  increased  by  602  during  the  year  and  a  total  of  124,961 
volumes  was  employed  in  this  activity,  the  recorded  circulation 
being  1,087,770  volumes.  These  statistics  refer  to  the  school 
year  closing  in  June,  1923,  and  not  to  the  calendar  year.  We 
expect  to  continue  adding  to  these  installations  at  the  rate  of 
five  hundred  new  room  deposits  per  year  vtntil  all  school  rooms, 
or  as  many  as  desire  to  participate  in  this  service,  are  supplied. 
To   make   this   possible    will    require   an    ample   book    fund,    not 
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only  for  the  provision  of  new  books  for  new  deposits,  but  to 
replenish  the  stock  upon  which  wear  and  tear  make  heavy 
inroads. 

An  important  feature  of  the  work  with  schools  and  children 
in  general  is  the  classified  collection  of  pictures.  In  the  Central 
Library  this  now  comprises  55,000  pictures  mounted  to  uniform 
size  and  directly  accessible  to  borrowers  in  the  Teachers'  Room 
where  they  fill  a  long  battery  of  vertical  file  cases.  Every 
branch  is  similarly  equipped  with  picture  files,  the  total  number 
of  pictures  thus  available  being  in  excess  of  120,000. 

Patronage  of  the  central  children's  room,  known  as  the 
Thomas  Hughes  Room,  increased  by  nearly  twenty  per  cent, 
largely  because  of  the  transfer  of  all  juvenile  books  from  the 
main  stack  to  this  department  where  all  service  to  children  and 
to  adults  interested  in  children's  literature  is  now  centralized. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Hughes  Room  patronage  is  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  adult,  teachers  and  parents  seeking  direction 
or  advice  on  matters  relating  to  literary  material  for  young 
people  vmder  their  care.  The  circulation  of  books  from  the 
Hughes  Room  was  92,603,  an  increase  of  14,648  volumes  over 
the  previous  year.  Pictures  were  lent  from  the  picture  collec- 
tion to  the  number  of  46,727. 

Reference  Department 

Volumes  consulted 
1922  1923 

Reference   room    351,335  379,971 

Women's   study  room 14.325  14,669 

Art  room  56,963  62,157 

Civics  room    406,388  435,461 

Patents    room    90,734  84,753 

Bound  newspapers    1 1,466  13,521 

Current  periodicals  48,613  64,685 

Total    reference   use 979.824     1,055,217 

No  important  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  several 
branches  of  our  reference  service,  all  of  which  show  increased 
use  and  report  more  and  more  serious  difficulties  in  accommodat- 
ing their  constantly  growing  patronage.  These  conditions  were 
fully  discussed  in  this  report  a  year  ago  and  nothing  has  occurred 
to  alter  the  state  of  aflFairs  or  to  render  the  prospects  of  relief 
more  probable. 
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One  important  feature  of  the  general  reference  work  is  the 
service  to  students  of  University  College,  the  down-town  exten- 
sion department  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  The  courses 
there  offered  are  very  largely  attended  by  city  school  teachers 
and  others  seeking  to  complete  or  supplement  their  academic 
training.  By  an  arrangement  of  many  years'  standing,  the  in- 
structors systematically  supply  the  Library  with  their  lists  of 
required  reading  sufficiently  in  advance  of  the  courses  to  enable 
the  reference  department  to  assemble  the  books  which  are  kept 
in  a  special  University  Reserve  alcove  for  room  use  only.  The 
patronage  of  this  collection  is  heavy  and  continuous,  and  the 
service  is  much  appreciated.  Latterly  the  practice  of  reserving 
books  has  been  extended  to  other  study  and  lecture  courses  with 
similar  success.  The  special  Study  Room  on  the  fourth  floor 
has  thus  become  the  center  of  much  serious  and  profitable  work. 

In  September  we  began,  very  cautiously,  to  offer  a  new 
service  to  readers  in  the  form  of  an  invitation  to  any  who  wished 
to  pursue  systematic  courses  of  study  or  who  desired  personal 
direction  in  their  reading  to  confer  with  a  member  of  the  staff 
detailed  to  represent  the  Library  in  this  experiment,  which  was 
organized  under  the  name  of  Readers'  Bureau.  The  plan  in- 
volves not  only  the  personal  attention  of  an  experienced  staff 
of  reference  librarians,  but  includes  the  provision  of  the  neces- 
sary books  in  due  order  as  required  by  the  students.  Such 
books  are  held  in  reserve  or,  if  this  is  found  impracticable  be- 
cause of  possible  inconvenience  to  other  patrons,  new  copies 
are  bought  as  needed.  The  element  of  continuity  thus  secured 
in  the  supply  of  successive  books  is  one  of  the  chief  essentials 
of  the  plan  as  we  are  trying  to  operate  it.  A  feature  that  has 
not  yet  been  developed,  but  which  constitutes  a  very  definite  part 
of  our  plans,  is  the  enlistment  of  the  interest  of  members  of  the 
local  university  faculties,  and  their  active  participation  as  ad- 
visors or  sponsors  in  the  subjects  of  their  own  specialty.  No 
steps  have  thus  far  been  taken  to  make  such  arrangements, 
partly  because  we  hesitate  to  ask  a  service  which  may  involve 
the  expenditure  of  much  time  and  labor,  on  the  basis  of  purely 
humanitarian  interest.  Such  service  should  be  at  our  disposal, 
but  should  be  arranged  for  upon  proper  terms,  without  com- 
promising the  dignity  or  self-respect  of  either  party  to  the  trans- 
action. 
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Responses  to  the  first  announcement  were  immediate  and  it 
was  soon  found  necessary  to  withhold  further  publicity  in  order 
to  enable  the  small  staff  tentatively  assembled  to  deal  with  the 
applications  received.  During  the  first  month  courses  were  pre- 
pared for  twelve  persons  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  thirty-seven  students  were  receiving  regular 
service  and  a  month  later  the  number  had  grown  to  seventy- 
eight,  while  conferences  and  consultations  with  hundreds  of 
persons  interested  but  not  yet  enrolled  have  occupied  the  time 
of  every  member  of  the  staff.  Our  experience  thus  far  con- 
vinces us  that  we  have  touched  upon  a  widespread  public  need, 
and  an  activity  with  unlimited  possibilities. 

The  Civics  Division  continues  to  find  a  constantly  growing 
preponderance  of  its  patronage  to  lie  in  the  fields  of  commerce, 
trade  and  finance  and  is  now  a  real  Business  Library.  Several 
of  the  well-known  business  information  services  were  added 
to  its  collection  of  these  valuable  compilations  which  are  almost 
uninterruptedly  in  use.  The  supply  of  current  books  on  business 
topics  has  been  augmented,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  meet 
the  needs  of  business  men,  who  are  turning  more  and  more  to 
this  department  for  aid  and  information.  A  systematic  survey 
of  the  map  collections  has  been  undertaken  and  a  catalog  of  all 
available  maps  is  in  process.  Facilities  for  the  proper  display 
of  maps  are  among  the  more  immediate  needs  of  the  division 
in  the  line  of  equipment. 

The  Public  Document  collection  is  growing  rapidly  and  sys- 
tematically under  the  skillful  direction  of  its  energetic  custodian, 
additions  to  the  number  of  16,492  separate  items,  an  average  of 
1,400  per  month  or  54  per  day  being  recorded.  The  circulating 
document  collection,  the  use  and  appreciation  of  which  is  steadily 
growing,  now  numbers  23,020  volumes  including  duplicates  of 
the  more  important  and  popular  government  publications.  Sys- 
tematic cataloging  of  the  document  collections  was  begun  in 
earnest  with  the  assignment  of  a  cataloger  to  this  work  in  June. 

The  room  for  Patent  Reports  shows  a  slight  decrease  for 
the  year  both  in  number  of  visitors  and  in  volumes  consulted. 
There  is  a  growing  demand  for  evening  service  in  this  room, 
and  arrangements  will  probably  be  made  to  this  end  in  the  near 
future.     It  is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  our  files  of  United  States 
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patent  reports,  badly  disorganized  during  the  war  period,  have 
finally  been  collated  and  completely  filled  up,  so  that  these  valu- 
able records  are  again  available  in  unbroken  series.  The  instal- 
lation of  a  photostat  machine  would  be  appreciated  by  the  patrons 
of  the  patents  room. 

Books  for  the  blind  were  issued  to  469  borrowers,  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  being  23,719.  Of  the  borrowers  255  were  local 
residents,  92  residents  of  Illinois  and  122  of  other  parts  of  the 
middle  west.  More  than  half  of  the  readers  use  the  Revised 
Braille  which  is  gradually  supplanting  other  systems  of  raised 
print,  with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  Moon  type  which  still 
claims  many  older  persons  among  its  users.  Our  collection  of 
books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  3,907  volumes  of  which  1,027 
are  in  Revised  Braille;  1,290  Moon;  1,008  American  Braille; 
257  New  York  Point;  97  English  Braille;  228  American  Line. 
Additions  during  the  year  comprised  525  volumes,  nearly  all  in 
Revised  Braille. 

In  the  Music  Room  the  collection  now  numbers  6,796  vol- 
umes and  14,740  pieces  of  sheet  music,  with  a  circulation  of 
11,458  volumes  and  29,930  pieces.  The  number  of  music-card 
holders  is  5,448.  Circulation  of  music  through  the  branches, 
initiated  during  the  year,  resulted  in  the  issue  of  728  volumes  and 
1,413  pieces.  The  new  and  complete  printed  catalog  of  the  music 
collection  has  been  of  great  service  to  patrons  and  has  met  with 
much  appreciation. 

Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1922 1,213,835 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1923,  viz. : 

Purchased    185,164 

Gifts    7,758 

Binding,  periodicals   1,302 

Binding,    pamphlets,    etc 279 

Exchange    6 

Lost  and   recovered 2,887 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 840 

Replaced  by  borrowers  and  guarantors 132 

Transferred  from  Rental  Collection 3,523 

Gross  accessions   201,891     1,415,726 
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Deductions 

Worn  out  and  discarded   68,084 

Withdrawn    8,943 

Lost  and  paid  for 7,527 

♦Unaccounted  for,   1922   22,429 

Delinquent,   1922   3,603 

Total  deductions   110,586 


Volumes  in  Library,  December  31,   1923 1,305,140 


*Branches  only. 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 

(Not  including  expenditures  from  Special  Funds) 

Books 

Maii/l  Library  :  Appropriation     Expenditures 

Current  and  extra  copies   $20,000.00  $30,610.12 

Replacements     8,000.00  8,975.21 

Continuations    2,000.00  2,792.81 

Hughes   Room    1,500.00  1,707.14 

Pictures   300.00  295.35 

Library   of    Congress.    Catalog   cards 500.00 

Civics     2,500.00  2,840.23 

Music     700.00  716.47 

Blind    500.00  1,233.67 

Foreign    6,500.00  7,807.96 

Deposits    30.000.00  27,865.91 

Schools    28,000.00  26,877.58 

Branch  Libraries: 

Current  and  extra  copies 96,050.00  95,755.78 

Reserve  and  new  Branches 3,950.00  9.564.07 

$200,000.00  $217,542.30 

Periodicals  and   Newpapers 17,500.00  20,304.60 

Binding    85,300.00  85,273.49 

Periodicals 

Titles  Copies 

American   periodicals,   subscribed    for 578            4,439 

American  periodicals,  gifts   (incl.  Docs.) 566              576 

British  periodicals,  subscribed    82               125 

British    periodicals,    gifts 4                  4 

Foreign  periodicals,   subscribed 71               142 

Foreign    periodicals,    gifts 2                  2 

Foreign  periodicals   (pub.  in  U.  S.),  subscribed 4                  8 

Foreign  periodicals  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  gifts 11                 H 

1,318  5,307 
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Newspapers 

Titles  Copies 

American    newspapers,    subscribed 87  88 

American   newspapers,   gifts 2>2  32 

British   newspapers,    subscribed 13  14 

British  newspapers,  gifts 1  1 

Foreign    newspapers,    subscribed 25  28 

Foreign  newspapers   (pub.  in  U.  S.),  subscribed 17  21 

Foreign  newspapers   (pub.  in  U.  S.),  gifts 41  41 

216  225 

Catalog  Department 

New  titles  cataloged  and  classified 9,701 

Recataloged     1,608 

Additions  and  corrections 4,131 

Replacements,  extra  copies,  continuations 35,735 

Cards  added  to  public  card  catalog 21,733 

Cards  added  to  foreign  card  catalog 21,385 

Cards  added  to  official  card  catalog 23,704 

Cards  added  to  music  card  catalog 1,677 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered :  15,914;  received 11,148 

Multigraphed  :  lists,  83 ;  total  copies 15,555 

Multigraphed  :    cards 58,119 

Bindery  Department 

Total   number   of   books   handled 542,230 

Repaired  by  Main  Library  Staff  at  Main  and  Branches 46,698 

Repaired  at  Binderies 1,117 

Discarded    68,084 

The  amount  of  money  spent  for  books  and  periodicals,  our 
stock  in  trade,  was  $237,846.90  or  approximately  twenty  per 
cent  of  our  income.  Book  expenditures  were  less  by  $68,(XX) 
than  the  year  before  when  unusually  heavy  purchases  were  made 
necessary  by  the  previous  year  of  retrenchment.  Periodical  sub- 
scriptions aggregated  $5,000  higher,  chiefly  because  of  several 
large  purchases  of  sets  and  back  numbers  to  make  up  a  Readers' 
Guide  set  for  the  Regional  Branch.  Additions  to  the  periodical 
subscription  list  comprised  38  new  titles  and  261  copies,  while 
nine  titles  were  dropped. 

While  the  sum  applied  to  book  purchases  seems  large,  it 
is,  of  course,  far  below  the  point  of  adequacy  when  measured 
by  the  standard  of  complete  service  to  all  possible  patrons.  It 
has  been  our  policy  to  provide  for  the  duplication  of  current 
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books  in  great  demand  on  a  very  generous  scale  and  we  are 
convinced  not  only  of  the  propriety  of  this  practice  and  of  the 
satisfaction  the  public  derives  from  it,  but,  as  well,  of  its  entire 
feasibility  when  it  is  reduced  to  a  system  taking  into  account  all 
aspects  of  the  problem.  With  the  Reserve  Desk  as  the  index 
or  barometer  of  public  demand,  and  a  careful  daily  survey  of  the 
stacks,  it  becomes  quite  possible  to  approximate  the  proper  num- 
ber of  copies  required  of  a  given  book  to  satisfy  all  applicants 
within  a  reasonable  time — in  our  case,  six  weeks.  The  extra 
cost  of  maintaining  this  system  is  surprisingly  small  and  is 
easily  defrayed  from  the  proceeds  of  our  flourishing  and  highly 
popular  rental  collection.  Disposal  of  surplus  copies  after  the 
demand  has  subsided  involves  no  perplexities  in  an  institution 
comprising  hundreds  of  agencies,  all  eager  for  additions  to  their 
book  stock. 

In  line  with  the  foregoing  we  are  looking  towards  the  crea- 
tion of  a  large  and  comprehensive  book  reserve  made  up  of 
quantities  of  titles  the  use  of  which  is  occasional,  seasonal  or 
temporary  and  which,  instead  of  being  definitely  allotted  to  and 
charged  against  separate  branches  or  departments,  may  be  shifted 
from  place  to  place  on  call  and  returned  to  the  central  reserve 
when  not  in  service.  This  expedient  will  not  only  lead  to  the 
conservation  of  the  scanty  and  overcrowded  shelf  room  in  our 
small  branches  but  should  make  for  greater  efficiency  in  book 
expenditures.  The  Regional  Branch  is  now  assembling  a  large 
reserve  of  books  seasonally  called  for  by  the  high  schools  in  its 
district  and  will  extend  its  collections  to  cover  other  interests. 
Plans  for  an  adequate  reserve  stock  in  the  main  building  are 
impeded  by  the  serious  lack  of  storage  space  which  is  slowly 
sapping  the  efficiency  of  many  of  our  central  activities. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  and  rebound  during  the  year 
was  137,483;  the  number  repaired  by  our  own  forces,  46,698; 
resewed  and  repaired  at  binderies,  2,204.  All  call  numbers  are 
now  stamped  on  books  in  gold  in  our  own  shop,  the  number 
so  treated  during  the  year  being  126,695.  Discards  aggregated 
68,084  volumes.  A  large  proportion  of  our  discards  are  sent  to 
penal  institutions,  almshouses  and  other  establishments  of  like 
character  where  these  injured  and  battered  veterans  from  the 
front  line  are  received  with  much  appreciation.  Thousands  of 
discards  are  annually  shipped  to  the  water  pumping  stations  on 
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Lake  Michigan  where  they  help  to  reheve  the  tedious  isolation 
of  the  crews.  Book  repairing  in  the  branches  is  now  covered 
by  traveling  squads  who  visit  each  branch  in  turn  on  assign- 
ments from  the  Bindery  division.  Much  satisfaction  is  ex- 
pressed with  this  method  which  saves  considerable  time,  gives 
branch  librarians  better  control  of  their  stock,  and,  incidentally, 
relieves  the  branch  assistants  of  the  patching  and  pasting  jobs 
that  formerly  consumed  a  disproportionate  share  of  their  labors. 
The  fact  that  the  numerical  records  of  bindery  activities 
show  a  small  decrease  from  last  year's  figures,  in  spite  of  greatly 
increased  book  use,  justifies  the  conclusion  that  in  durability  and 
quality  of  work  our  bindery  products  maintain  a  high  standard 
and  are  capable  of  withstanding  the  terrific  wear  and  tear  to 
which  they  are  subjected.  It  is  a  pleasure,  likewise,  to  mention 
the  appearance  of  the  books  on  the  shelves.  In  neatness,  cleanli- 
ness and  attractiveness  our  many-hued  buckram  covers  leave 
little  to  be  desired  and  add  a  note  of  invitation  that  cannot 
fail  to  impress  even  the  most  fastidious  library  patron. 

Book  Selection  and  Shelf  Department 

The  following  description  of  the  work  of  this  department 
was  written  by  its  chief  for  publication  in  the  Staff  News.  It  is 
here  included  as  an  excellent  and  exhaustive  account  of  one  of 
the  most  important  of  our  internal  activities,  and  as  an  example 
of  the  complexity  of  modern  library  administration. 

Unfortunately  the  writer  of  these  paragraphs  no  longer  di- 
rects the  work  she  has  so  clearly  set  forth,  having  left  the 
service  soon  after  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  Book  Selection  and  Shelf  Department  concerns  it- 
self with  the  selecting  of  new  and  replacing  and  discarding  of 
old  books  for  the  stacks.  The  aims  and  ideals  of  the  depart- 
ment may  best  be  shown  through  a  survey  of  its  actual  work. 

Replacements  procedure  involves  the  consideration  of  600 
discarded  and  50  lost-and-paid-for  titles  a  month,  a  yearly  de- 
linquent list  of  about  600  titles  and  a  yearly  missing  list, 
which,  this  year,  totalled  11,702.  Besides  these,  there  are  sub- 
ject requests  and  requests  for  replacement  of  individual  books. 
This  consideration  requires  record  of  shelf  list  information, 
checking  withdrawn  files  for  copies  out  of  circulation  and 
reading  shelves  to  ascertain  need  for  replacement.  After  selec- 
tion is  made,  publishers  and  prices  are  obtained  and  the  order 
checked  with  the  official  card  catalog  for  correctness  of  edition. 
Subject   requests   require   complete   checking  with   the   public 
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card  catalog,  as  well  as  the  previous  records  and  a  selection 
of  the  best  material.  An  order  is  completed  and  sent  to  the 
Accessions  department  each  two  weeks. 

In  the  process  of  replacement,  cancellation  plays  a  very 
important  part.  The  department  decides  what  is  to  be  can- 
celled and  clears  up  the  record  in  the  withdrawn  file,  shelf  list, 
official  and  public  card  catalogs.  Besides  keeping  recent  can- 
cellations up-to-date,  the  department  has  completed  record 
work  for  all  fiction  titles  cancelled  previous  to  1921.  Similar 
cancellation  work  is  in  process  for  the  G  titles,  all  of  which 
have  been  discarded,  and  for  certain  titles  in  the  K  stack. 

The  chief  ideal  of  the  department  is  the  complete  revision 
of  each  stack  group.  This  is  a  repetition  on  a  broader  scale 
of  replacement  procedure.  It  is  a  complete  problem  in  selec- 
tion and  elimination.  It  requires  continuous  reading  of  the 
shelves  with  reference  to  all  records,  and  the  checking  of 
bibliographies  and  secondhand  catalogs  for  suggestion  as  to 
addition  of  titles.  A  very  slight  beginning  has  been  made  with 
the  fiction  and  the  science  (K)  collections.  The  plan  as  ideally 
visualized  will  require  two  assistants  to  each  group,  who  will 
be  authorities  on  the  subjects  represented. 

In  addition  to  replacements,  an  extra-copies  order  is  pre- 
pared every  two  weeks.  The  procedure  involves  routine  work 
similar  to  replacements  and  requires  wisdom  in  selection. 

Selection  of  new  titles  is  the  work  of  the  Current  division 
of  the  department.  About  200  new  titles  are  received  on  ap- 
proval each  week  from  A.  C.  McClurg  &  Co.  The  depart- 
ment has  compiled  a  list  of  readers  and  their  subject  prefer- 
ences, from  reference  to  which  books  are  distributed  among 
the  entire  staflf  of  the  Library  for  review.  A  table  is  reserved 
for  the  approval  books  and  all  staflf  members  are  invited  to 
visit  it  and  select  reading  for  themselves.  An  order  is  as- 
sembled every  two  weeks  from  cards  mounted  from  Publishers' 
Weekly,  personal  reviews,  magazine  reviews,  and  titles  ob- 
tained from  checking  subject  bibliographies.  After  consulta- 
tion with  the  Librarian,  the  titles  are  ready  to  be  presented 
at  a  book  meeting  of  representatives  from  the  entire  Library, 
and  after  the  meeting  the  order  is  sent  to  the  Accessions 
Department. 

Special  phases  of  the  work  of  the  department  are  requests, 
new  editions,  gifts,  and  consideration  of  books  purchased 
from  the  American  Library  Association  each  month.  Each  of 
these  requires  the  same  close  routine  and  careful  judgment 
in  selection. 

The  extension  possibilities  are  infinite  in  a  department 
where  the  field  of  work  is  so  large. 
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Publications 

The  most  important  publication  of  the  year  was  the  catalog 
of  the  music  collection,  a  handsome  volume  of  270  pages  with 
exhaustive  indexes.  This  catalog  has  done  much  to  advertise 
our  excellent  Music  Room  and  has  proved  of  great  value  to  its 
patrons. 

The  proceedings  of  the  celebration  of  the  Fiftieth  Anni- 
versary of  the  Public  Library,  held  during  the  first  week  in 
January,  1923,  were  published  in  an  attractive  booklet  of  96 
pages,  embellished  with  many  illustrations  of  historic  interest 
and  supplied  with  a  historical  introduction  tracing  the  career  of 
the  Public  Library  through  the  fifty  years  of  its  life.  This  pub- 
lication has  been  received  with  much  favor.  In  its  pages  are 
recorded  the  splendid  addresses  delivered  by  the  distinguished 
representatives  of  cultural  and  artistic  Chicago,  whose  contribu- 
tions not  only  lent  high  impressiveness  to  these  exercises  but 
are  intrinsically  important  and  eminently  worthy  of  preservation. 

Other  publications  included  the  monthly  Book  Bulletin  and 
its  annual  cumulation.  Books  of  1922 ;  the  Staff  News,  two  cata- 
logs of  books  for  the  blind  and  a  special  list  on  Gardening.  The 
Book  Bulletin  now  includes  a  monthly  schedule  of  announce- 
ments of  current  lectures,  recitals  and  other  entertainments  of 
a  cultural  and  artistic  nature.  A  number  of  lists  of  additions 
of  books  in  various  foreign  languages  were  also  printed  in  the 
Bulletin  from  time  to  time. 

Administration 

The  staff  now  consists  of  683  persons  in  the  library  service, 
and  78  engineers  and  janitors,  a  total  of  761.  Changes  in  per- 
sonnel were  frequent  and  numerous,  especially  in  the  junior 
grades  where  the  'turnover'  for  the  year  is  reckoned  at  seventy 
per  cent.  The  cause  of  this  inordinate  restlessness  is  not  easy 
to  find.  Salary  considerations  do  not  seem  to  be  entirely  to 
blame  since  our  rate  of  compensation  for  untrained  and  im- 
mature help  compares  favorably  enough  with  that  offered  in 
other  lines.  In  these  circumstances  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion is  unable  to  call  examinations  frequently  enough  to  fill  the 
constant  flood  of  vacancies,  with  the  result  that  the  service  is 
filled  with  a  throng  of  temporary  employees,  the  uncertainty  of 
whose  tenure  is  calculated  still  further  to  dispel  any  latent  in- 
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terest  or  sense  of  responsibility.  In  the  higher  grades,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  is  little  cause  for  complaint  of  this  sort,  our 
trained  assistants  composing  a  body  of  earnest,  loyal  and  devoted 
workers  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  match.  We  may  rely 
upon  them  in  perfect  confidence  to  maintain  the  high  level  of 
efficiency  and  inspiration  that  has  characterized  this  staflF  for 
many  years  past. 

The  position  of  Assistant  Librarian,  vacant  since  1917,  was 
filled  early  in  the  year  by  promotional  civil  service  examination 
resulting  in  the  selection  of  Mr.  Nathan  R.  Levin  who  entered 
upon  his  duties  on  March  12.  Mr.  Levin,  while  still  giving  a 
portion  of  his  time  to  the  direction  of  the  Deposits  Department, 
has  taken  over  all  matters  relating  to  personnel  and  has  car- 
ried on  studies  in  routine  methods  and  processes  that  have  al- 
ready yielded  visible  results.  In  all  these  capacities  he  has 
demonstrated  his  fitness  for  the  duties  of  his  office. 

A  new  Director  of  Training  was  added  to  the  staff  in  March 
in  the  person  of  Miss  Louise  Singley  who  came  to  us  with  a 
rich  and  varied  experience  that  fitted  her  for  this  work.  Miss 
Singley  conducted  the  preliminary  examinations  for  a  new  Train- 
ing Class  in  June  and  took  full  charge  of  the  instructional  work 
in  the  fall,  with  results  that  have  been  altogether  successful  and 
satisfactory.  The  addition  of  two  new  trained  and  experienced 
assistants  to  the  Catalog  Department  completed  the  important 
StaflF  changes  of  the  year. 

An  important  improvement  was  made  in  the  fall  when  the 
StaflF  in  the  Reference  and  Civics  Departments  adopted  a  shift- 
ing schedule  of  forty  hours  per  week  covering  the  whole  daily 
period  of  service  in  these  departments  and  definitely  eliminating 
the  employment  of  a  separate  evening  force  which,  at  best,  was 
always  a  make-shift.  Grateful  appreciation  is  here  recorded 
of  the  whole-hearted  cooperation  with  which  the  change  was  re- 
ceived by  all  members  of  the  staflF  concerned,  though  the  read- 
justment of  hours  involved  considerable  personal  inconvenience. 
The  good  of  the  service  was  their  sole  concern  and,  agreeing 
that  the  new  plan  would  contribute  to  that  end,  they  cheerfully 
carried  it  out.  It  is  pleasant  to  add  that  the  intervening  months 
have  proved  that  an  interchangeable  working  program  is  not 
without  advantages  and  that  the  anticipated  discomforts  have 
turned  out  to  be  quite  negligible.     It  goes  without  saying,  fur- 


BraiK^ 


1.  Legler 

2.  Dougla 

3.  VVoodl^ 

4.  Sherids 

5.  Kelly 

6.  Shedd 

7.  Humbo 

8.  Albany 

9.  Lewis 

10.  Austin 

11.  Rogers 

12.  Blackst 

13.  W.  N. 

14.  Logan 

15.  Hamilt 

16.  Ogden 

17.  Broad\< 

18.  Eckhar 

19.  Lincoh 

20.  Jewish 

21.  Holstei 

22.  Bessenr 

23.  McKin! 

24.  Indepei 

25.  SherniE 

26.  Hamlin 

27.  Dvorak 

28.  Seward 

29.  Fuller 

30.  Hardin 

31.  Kosciu; 

32.  Cornell 

33.  Stantoi 

34.  Walkei 

35.  Davis 

36.  Morse 
*37.  ForesU 
t38.  Pulaski 
t       Scanloi 

Branch   ij 


% 


12 
10 

5 
7 
5 

18 
6 

55 

9 
10 
11 

7 
3 
7 

16 
9 

14 

9 

7 

3 

2 

15 
62 

6 
17 
11 
38 

9 
37 

8 
14 
80 
14 
10 
11 
53 


Turn-  Attend- 
over      ance 


9 

17 
14 
16 
12 

20 
17 

18 

10 

12 

14 
8 

17 

15 

14 

16 

16 

18 

11 
13 
20 
18 
21 
17 
15 
13 
20 
13 
17 
13 
15 
23 
12 

6 

20 

14 

IS 

4 


185,874 
230,606 
136,384 
106,144 
146,947 
97,116 
135,257 
58,834 
155,139 
63,556 
86.946 
146,656 
57,385 
76.248 
92,107 
85,371 
66,210 
111,573 
56,242 
94,084 
59,126 
81,542 
66,529 
46,183 
62,471 
64,030 
69,059 
69,472 
69,434 
65,910 
43,226 
61,895 
51,024 
18,987 
45,673 
50,966 
29,517 
8,405 


Pictures 
Collec-       Circu- 
tion  lation 


4,321 

11,544 

6,257 

5,522 
10,684 
4,964 
12,600 
1,669 
10,578 
9,000 
4,329 
6,323 
2,842 
3.647 
4,766 
4,808 
3,479 
3,507 
2,S22 
3.207 
911 
10.158 
11.410 
5.134 
2.579 
2,005 
835 
3,010 
1,723 
3,080 
2.648 
0 
440 
468 
565 
684 
0 
0 


12,609 
26,165 
12,673 
7,761 
22,006 
8,087 
62,323 
2,701 
7,707 
6,742 
6,495 
8,966 
8,676 
2,400 
9,310 
16,767 
2,906 
5,409 
7,132 
3,443 
515 
16,668 
12,605 
17,785 
3,445 
20,343 
536 
174 
3,441 
3,548 
8,410 
0 
1 
27 
586 
451 
0 
0 


3.152.128        162,519        328,813 


Harrisc 

Austin 

Marsha 

Lake    T 

Lindblc 

Senn 


7.  Ejiglew 
High    Sell 


36 

11 

16 

8 

24 

8 

11 

6 

45 

12 

16 

5 

26 

6 

67,027 
62,648 
66,508 
60,476 
68,363 
79,568 
62,581 

467,171 


1,745 
1.430 

410 
1,800 

366 
1,743 
4,500 

11.994 


7.613 


TABLE   OF   HOME   CIRClX*.ATION    IN    BRANCHES— 1923 


BiVanch 

1.  Legiler 

2  Do.iglas 

3  Woodlawn 

4  Shei-idan 
i  Kelly 
6.  Shedd 
I  Hun'boldt 
i  Alb»y 

9.  Lewis 

10.  Austin 

11.  Rogers 

12.  Blackstone 

13.  W.  N.  Ave. 

14.  Logan 
15  Hamilton 

16.  / 

17.  Broadway 

18.  Eckhart 

19.  Lincoln 

20.  Jewish  People's  Inst 

21.  Holstein 

22.  Bessemer 

23.  McKinley 

24.  Independence 

25.  Sherman 

26.  Hamlin 

27.  Dvorak 

28.  Seward 

29.  Fuller 

30.  Hardin 

31.  Kosciuszko 

32.  Cornell 

33.  Stanton 

34.  Walker 

35.  Davis 

36.  Morse 
'37.  Forestville 
t38.  Pulaski 
t     Scanlon   School 


!■  Harrison 
-  Austin  . 
^-  Marshall  . 
4.  Uke  View 
5-  Lindbl 
'  Senn 
'■  Englewood 

'^'Rli  School  Total. 


1,676 

976 

6 

2,420 

16 

411 

2,108 


54,702 


467,171 


11,994 


•Re-opened  Feb.  12,  1923. 
tRe-opened  Nov.  7,  1923. 
JNot  organized  as  a  brancli; 


FIFTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT  11 

thermore,  that  immeasurable  gain  has  accrued  to  the  public  from 
the  shift,  since  it  ensures  the  presence  on  duty  of  a  group  of 
experienced  assistants  at  every  hour  of  the  day.  The  last  vestiges 
of  the  old  routine  of  fixed  schedules  and  complete  changes  of 
personnel  have  thus  disappeared  from  our  service,  to  its  obvious 
and  unqualified  benefit. 

Finally  I  have  the  honor  to  express  my  sincere  acknowl- 
edgements of  the  uniform  spirit  of  loyalty  and  cooperation  that 
has  characterized  all  relations  between  the  Staff  and  the  Li- 
brarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  January  28,  1924. 
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CLASSIFIED   CIRCULATION   IN   BRANCHES   AND   HIGH 
SCHOOLS— 1923 


Class 


Juvenile       Percentage    Adult      Percentage      Total  Percentage 
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.05 
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516 

.02 
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.97 

12,851 
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2.45 
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5.51 

400 

69 
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1.54 
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1.49 
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1.62 
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3.10 
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2.44 
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1.87 

60,929 

1.86 

110,134 

1.86 

800 

86,120 

3.28 
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5.83 

277,295 

4.69 
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930-99  j 

69,939 

2.66 

112,662 

3.44 

182,601 

3.09 
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70,070 

2.67 

53,422 

1.63 

123,492 

2.09 

920 

39,858 

1.52 

54,342 

1.66 

94,200 

1.60 

Fiction 

1,786,500 

68.01 

2,190,379 

66.81 

3.976,879 

67.34 

Rental 

45,463 

1.39 

45,463 

.77 

Magazines        25,411 

.97 

158,618 

4.83 

184,029 

3.12 

Foreign 

117,878 

3.60 

117,878 

2.00 

2,626,633 

3,278,622 

5,905,255 

Scanlan 

School    (not 

classified)    

.      38,753 

Grand   Total    Circulation. 


.5,944,008 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 

Circulation  for  1923 

Deposit  Stations 


Armitage     5,221 

Association    House    69,000 

Avondale     14,612 

♦Bethany  Union    1,205 

*Birchwood     5,746 

Brotherhood    House    12,271 

*Campbell   Park    624 

Chase  House   7,527 

Cheltenham     33,309 

Chicago    Ave 5,428 

♦Chicago   Commons   4,818 

Chicago  Lawn  S0,%5 

Cicero  Ave 9,156 

Clearing   9,132 

Qeveland    26,640 

♦Columbus    Park    735 

Dauphin  Park  15,122 

Drexel    4,722 

Dunning    15,708 

E.  Austin    10,960 

E.  47th    St 12,260 

E.  61st   St 11,465 

♦E.Rogers    Park 1,970 


Edison    Park    15,518 

Eleanor   S.    C 25,395 

Fernwood    12,513 

Gads    Hill    Center 26,965 

Gage    Park    23,813 

Garden  Homes    17.150 

Grace   Episcopal   Church...  4.798 

Grand    Ave 15,201 

Grand    Crossing    11,117 

Green  view    11,429 

Gresham     21,529 

Hegewisch    15,584 

♦Henry    Booth    House 5,426 

Hermosa    8,394 

House    of    Happiness 15,458 

♦Howell   N.   House 529 

Irving    Park   7,368 

Jackson    Park    21303 

Jefferson    Park    28,525 

♦Kedzie    14,945 

Lakeview    13,460 

Larrabee    St 23,911 

Lawndale  29,390 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 
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Le   Moyne    35,484 

Lincoln-Belden  14,323 

Lincoln    Square    18,997 

Longwood    13,279 

*Loyola    4,006 

Mayfair    15,330 

*Mont   Clare    20,804 

Montrose    12,868 

Normal    Park    13,453 

N.    Clark    St 6,493 

Norwood  Park    16,210 

Olivet  Bapt.   Church 5,560 

Park  Manor  61,013 

Portage    Park    15,032 

Ravenswood    25,650 

Roseland    35,700 

Sacramento     14,320 

Samaritan    15,313 

Sinai    Social    Center 2,540 

S.  Ashland    Ave 28,033 

S.  Chicago  N.  House 4,741 


S.  Western  Ave 7,905 

Southport    20,590 

St.   Louis  14,546 

♦Stanford    Park    21,621 

Stony  Island    11,452 

Trumbull  Park   22,674 

Wakeford    13,921 

♦Washington  Heights   6,364 

*W.  Albany    Park 376 

*W.  Division    Inst 4,670 

W.  Harrison    St 12,072 

W.  Ohio    St 12,419 

W.  Pullman    23,652 

W.  Ravenswood    30,625 

W.  16th    St 34,128 

W.  12th    St 36,823 

Willow  St 10,757 

Windsor    Park    13,603 


Total    1,375,664 


Business  House  Deposits 


W.  D.  Allen  Mfg.  Co 632 

American   Bank   Note  Co...  1,682 

American    Medical    Ass'n..  734 

Armour   Packing  Co 6,246 

Automatic   Electric   Co 1,221 

Belden   Mfg.   Co 1,975 

Boston  Store   6,236 

Butler    Brothers    1,357 

J.  W.  Butler  Paper  Co 2,052 

♦Decker   Cohn  &  Co 181 

Deering  Harvester  Works.  2,161 

R.  R.  Donnelley  &  Sons  Co.  368 

Ederheimer  Stein  &  Co 689 

The  Fair  3,503 

Federal    Reserve   Bank 18.453 

Marshall  Field  &  Co 24,007 

Marshall    Field— Wholesale.  10,179 

Foley    &    Co 4,430 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co 2,354 

G.   H.   Hammond 2,330 

Hart  Schaffner— Franklin..  1,186 

♦Hart    Schaffner— Halsted...  161 

Hart  Schaffner  &  Marx  Co.  5.074 

Hart    Schaffner — Tripp 2  858 

♦Hart    Schaffner— Wells 609 

♦L   B.   T.— Calumet 127 

♦I.   B.  T.— Dearborn 1472 

♦I.   B.   T.— Douglas 155 

♦I.  B.  T.— Edgewatcr 99 

♦I.  B.   T.— Irving 138 

♦I.  B.  T.— Kildare 72 

♦I.  B.   T.— Lincoln 51 

L   B.    T.— Long    Lines 1,752 

*I.   B.   T.— Main 269 

*L    B.   T.— Monroe 273 

*I.  B.  T.— Oakland 17 


♦I.  B.  T.— Randolph 

♦I.   B.   T. — Superior 

♦I.   B.   T.— Wabash 

*I.   B.   T.— Wentworth 

♦L  B.  T.— West 

Illinois   Steel   Co 

♦Kabo   Co 

L.    Klein    

Kuppenheimer  &   Co 

Kuppenheimer    No.   2 

Kuppenheimer   No.   3 

La  Salle  Extension  Univ.. 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co 

Lyon    &    Healy 

Mail    Order    Co 

McCutcheon-Gerson   

Mitchell    Brothers 

Montgomery  Ward  &  Co.. 
♦Montgomery  Ward  No.  2. 
♦Montgomery  Ward  No.  3. 

National  Biscuit  Co 

National  City  Bank 

Northern   Trust   Co 

Peoples  Gas   Light   Co.... 

Philipsborn    Co 

Post  Office    

♦Ed.   V.   Price 

Rosenwald   &   Weil 

Rothschild  &  Co 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co 

A.  W.  Shaw  Co 

Sprague    Warner    

A.  Stein  &  Co 

Union   Special   Machine... 

Union  Trust   Co 

United  Cigar  Stores  Co... 


721 

44 

838 

74 

63 

436 

42 

544 

1,079 

294 

1,418 

4,932 

112 

2,528 

867 

689 

836 

24,036 

1,994 

2,028 

8,166 

1,070 

3,426 

4,009 

3,671 

10,459 

333 

1,895 

2,011 

10,114 

1,387 

9,479 

1,357 

387 

749 

2.153 


*Not  open   the  entire  year. 
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U.  S.  Rubber  Co 335 

U.   S.  Veterans  Bureau 8,066 

U.  of  C.  Press 1,153 

Wahl  Co 1,132 

Ward  Baking  Co.  No.  3...  760 

Ward  Baking  Co.  No.  4. . .  902 


Western   Electric   11,997 

Western  Union  Tele.  Co...  1,535 

Wm.  Wrigley  Jr.  Co 1,973 

Yellow   Cab   Mfg.  Co 457 

Total   237,654 


Special  Deposits 


*Adriel   Methodist   Church..  254 

Amalg.  Clothing  Workers..  1,400 

Auburn    Park    Church 886 

*Bateman   School    350 

Belden  Ave.  B.  C 768 

*Bethany    Union    3,556 

Bethel    Evangelical    Church  768 

Brethren    Mission    853 

*Chgo.  &  Cook  Co.  School.  240 

*Chicago   Commons  101 

♦Chicago  Normal  College...  144 

Chicago   State  Hospital 3,946 

Chicago   Typo.    School 1,021 

*Comm.    Cont.    School 5,045 

County  Hospital   13,884 

De    Paul    University 3,788 

♦Falconer  School    300 

♦Fellowship   House    1,225 

Fourth    Pres.    Church 1,125 

♦Girls    Parental    School 500 

Gladstone   Com.   Center. . . .  1,054 

Grace   M.    E.    Church......  807 

♦Grace  Young  Men's  Society  166 

Greeley  School   4,600 

♦House   of   Correction 284 

Hull   House   5,010 

♦111.  Children's  H.  &  A.  Soc.  232 

111.   Training   School 1,072 

Isaiah    Community    House.  956 

Juvenile   Psychopathic  Inst.  118 

Knights   of    Columbus 1,429 

♦K.  of  C,  De  La  Salle 100 

K.  of  C,  Genoa 2,818 

♦Lincoln  Mem.  Cong.  Church  220 

Marks   Nathan   Home 2,484 

♦Mary  Crane   Nursery 300 

Methodist's  O.  P.  Home...  430 

Michael    Reese    Hospital...  4,179 

Municipal    Tub.    Sanitarium  7,206 

National   Kindergarten   Col.  2,927 

New  First  Cong.  S.  S 525 

Northern    States   Mission...  371 

Onward   Presbyterian   S.   S.  567 

♦Orr — Austin 345 


Our  Lady   of   Sorrows   Ch.  10,605 

Parker   School  594 

Presbyterian   Hospital   4,938 

♦Presbyterian  Nurses  Sch...  12 

♦Recreation   Training  Sch...  31 

Rotary    Club    320 

Ruth    Club    542 

St.  Margaret  Mary  Club...  1.072 

♦St.  Nicholas   Church 1,457 

St.  Paul    Cong.    Church....  972 

♦St.  Stephens    School 97 

Scout   Troop   No.   309 1,673 

♦S.   Division   Cont.    School..  125 

♦Spaulding  School   350 

Thoburn  Methodist  Church  1,766 

♦Tilden  Tech.  High  School.  500 

Trinity    S.    S 1,048 

♦Waller  High  School 444 

Wesley  Hospital   1.850 

Winchell    Cont.    School....  150 

♦Winchell  Cont.  School  No.  2  245 

♦W.  &  C.   Hospital 31 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Central 1,239 

♦Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Wabash  Ave..  62 

Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Wilson  Ave...  450 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Central 2,567 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Indiana  Ave..  2,099 

Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Ind.  S.  C 1,290 

Camp   Algonquin    320 

Camp  Bridgeman   180 

Crippled    Children's    Camp.  240 

Camp   Fire    Girls 400 

Fourth    Presby.   Camp 240 

Forest   Beach   Camp 360 

Camp   Hammond    120 

Lincoln   Centre  Camp 120 

Camp   Millhurst    100 

Camp   Otis    200 

Camp   Owasippi    360 

Swift  &  Co.  Camp 575 

Camp  Wooster   240 


Total   118,338 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 
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42  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 


Volumes      Total  acces-     Net  acces-        Volumes 

in  Library     sions,  Jan.  1-sions,  Tan.  1-    in  Library 

Dec.  31, 1922  Dec.  31, 1923  Dec.  31, 1923  Dec.  31, 1923 


000  General    Works    17,024  1,322 

050  Bound   Periodicals   62,864  1,236 

100  Philosophy    15,240  1,788 

200  Religion    13,215  864 

300  Sociology    33,394  4,364 

400  Philology  2,793  641 

500  Natural    Science 20,283  2,036 

600  Useful  Arts 59,143  5,150 

700  Fine  Arts 21,850  3,324 

800  Literature    64,064  8,190 

^^  I  History    42,526  2,722 

910  Geography  and  Travel 25,959  2,243 

920  Biography    26,365  2,296 

Books  for  the  Blind 3,220  441 

Documents    64,010  4,031 

English   Fiction    249,024  58,495 

Juvenile  Books   373,555  88,498 

Music:    Sheet    13,708  1,109 

Music :    Volumes    6,579  272 

Bohemian  Literature  9,820  335 

Dutch  Literature    1,511  231 

French  Literature    15,263  1,217 

German    Literature    33,069  5,632 

Hungarian    Literature    989  132 

Italian  Literature  3,202  402 

Japanese  and  Chinese  Lit 137             

Lettish  Literature    1,547             

Lithuanian    Literature    2,594  20 

Polish    Literature    5,306  85 

Portuguese   Literature    17  .... 

Russian    Literature    3,260  236 

Scandinavian   Literature    13,504  215 

Spanish   Literature    2,649  457 

Welsh  Literature   8  .... 

Yiddish    Literature    5,411  972 

Other  Languages    112  861 

Woman's  Library 

(World's   Fair)    1,234 


1,117 

18,141 

1,017 

63,881 

1,330 

16,570 

618 

13,833 

2,945 

36,339 

371 

3,164 

1,061 

21,344 

2,737 

61,880 

2,074 

23,924 

5,481 

69,545 

258 

42,784 

1,510 

27,469 

1,573 

27,938 

438 

3,658 

3,955 

67,965 

25,763 

274,787 

27,020 

400,575 

1,032 

14,740 

217 

6,796 

273 

10,093 

220 

1,731 

1,001 

16,264 

5,437 

38,506 

89 

1,078 

331 

3,533 

137 

—2 

1,545 

—13 

2,581 

—89 

5,217 

17 

133 

3,393 

160 

13,664 

433 

3,082 

8 

795 

6,206 

786 

1,518 

1,234 

1,234 

Total    1,213,835        201,051  91,305         1,305,140 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

On  American  Library  Association  Schedules 

Annual  report  for  year  ended  December  31,   1923,. 
Name  of  Library :     The  Chicago  Public  Library. 
City  or  town,  Chicago;  State,  Illinois. 
Name  of  librarian :     Carl  B.  Roden. 
Date  of  founding:     April  11,  1872. 

Population  served  (Hatest  statistics) 2,886,121 

Assessed  valuation  of  city  or  town $1,666,215,416.00 

Assessed  valuation  is  what  per  cent  of  true  cash  value. . . .  50% 

Rate  of  tax  levy  for  library  purposes $.08  per  $100 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending 

Free  for  reference 

Total  number  of  agencies 2,842 

Consisting  of — Central  library 1 

B  ranches   38 

How  many  occupy  separate  buildings? 4 

High  school  libraries 7 

Other  agencies  (2,537  school  room  collections) . . .  2,796 

Number  of  days  open  during  year.  Central  library 363 

Branches   310 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending.  Central  library 60 

Branches  72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading.  Central  library 84 

Branches  72 


BOOK  STOCK 

Adult 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year. .  840,280 
Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by 

purchase    97,671 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by 

gift  or  exchange 

Number  of  volumes  added  during  year  by 

binding  material  not  otherwise  counted 

Number    of    volumes    lost    or    withdrawn 

during  year   48,834 


Juvenile         Total 
373,555        1,213,835 


>  15,448 


87,506 


1,279 


61.752 


185,177 


16  727 


110,586 


Total  number  at  end  of  year 904,565        400,575        1,305,140 


USE 

Adult 
♦Number  of  volumes  of   fiction  lent   for 

home  use  2,716,838 

Total   number  of  volumes  lent  for  home 
use   


Juvenile         Total 
1,854,212      4.571,050 
9,901,576 
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*Per  cent  fiction  lent  of  total  volumes 
lent    

Circulation  per  capita 

Number  of  pictures,  photographs  and 
prints  lent  for  home  use 

Other  circulation   (sheet  music) 

Number  of  persons  using  library  for 
reading   and    study 

REGISTRATION 

Adult 
*Number  of  borrowers  registered  during 

year    62,147 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers... 

Registration  period,  years 

Per  cent  registered  borrowers  of  popu- 
lation served  


Juvenile 
39,678 


64.56% 
3.43 

383,153 
29,930 

1,262,923 


Total 

101,825 

459,636 

3 

12/3% 


*Central  and  Branches  only.     Classified  figures  from  other  agencies  not  available 
at   this  time. 

STAFF 

Number  of  stafif,  library  service 683 

Number  of  staff,  janitor  service 78 

FINANCE 


Receipts  From 
Unexpended      balance 

January   1,    1923 $  34,881.76 

City    tax    levy 1,222,872.79 

Endowment  funds   ....  11,568.12 
Fines  and  sale  of  pub- 
lications      65,069.83 

Duplicate  pay  collection  8,987.57 

♦Other  sources    28,997.41 


Total   $1,372,377.48 

Payments  For 

Alaintenance 

Books    $   223,901.80 


Periodicals 

Binding    

fSalaries — 
Library 

service    .$674,959.12 
Janitor 
service 

Rent    

Heat  and   light. 


126,228.00 


20,304.60 
85,273.49 


801,187.12 
30,480.00 
28,953.96 


Permanent  improve- 
ments and   furniture.        29,052.18 

Supplies — Printing  and 
telephone    16,325.36 

Transportation,  post- 
age, express,  freight, 
etc 5,385.47 

Other   maintenance    . . .        43,386.37 


Total   maintenance.  ..$1,284,250.35 

Extraordinary  Payments 
Fines    paid    to    Pension 

Fund   $     64,500.62 

Unexpended     balance, 

December  31,  1923...       23,626.51 


Total   $     88,127.13 

Grand  total  $1,372,377.48 

Maintenance      expendi- 
ture   per    volume    of 

circulation    .13 

Maintenance      expendi- 
ture per  capita .44 


"Includes  $12,444  received  from  Board  of  Education  for  salaries  in  7  high 
school    libraries,    October   to    December. 

tincludes  $11,499.29  disbursed  by  Library  Board  for  salaries  in  7  high  Echool 
libraries,    October    to    December. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1924 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

1924 

Expiration 
of  Term 

COLIN  C.  H.  FYFFE,  President 1926 

JAMES  J.   HEALY,   Vice-President 1925 

FRANK  F.  TOLLKUEHN,  President   (Jan.  4  to  July 

14,  1924)  1924 

LAWRENCE    CUNEO    1924 

FREDERICK   W.    TURNER 1924 

PAULA.    HAZARD 1925 

MICHAEL   lARUSSI    1925 

ANDREW   J.    KOLAR 1926 

LOUIS    M.    SEVERSON 1926 

FANNIE  B.  WILLIAMS 1927 


HARRY   G.    WILSON,  Secretary   to   the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

1924 

Library — Directors   larussi,  Williams  and  Healy. 
Administration — Directors  Tollkuehn,  Kolar  and  Williams. 
Buildings   and   Grounds — Directors   Severson,   Hazard  and   larussi. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION 

April  U,  1872  to  December  31,   1924 

WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82 
*Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77 
Appel,   Charles   L.,  1922-25 
^Armstrong,  George  B.,  1881- 

82;  190^11 
Armstrong,  John  C.,  1921-23 
Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899;  1916-21 
Beebe,    William    H.,    1887-89 
Beroth,   Carl  O.,  1917-22 
*Billings,  Albert,  M.,  1875-78 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A.,   1908-10 
Bowers,  James  F.,  1901-08 
Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887 
*Breyer,   Charles    C,    1913-17 
*Brine,  George  J.,   1886-87 
*Brosseau,     Z.     P.,     1893-96; 

1901-07 
*Callaghan,   B.,   1880-96 
Cigrand,  B.  J.,  1903-10 
Collins,  Michael  J.,   1912-13 
Cuneo,    Lawrence,    1917-24 
*Curran,   William,    1882-83 
*Despres,     Samuel,     1903-06; 
1912-15. 
Diener,  T.  C,  1893-95 
*Dreyer,  Edward   S.,  1889-95 
*Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05 
*Enright,  John  W.,   1883-88 
*Forrester,  Robert  H.,   1879-80 
*Frank,  Mortimer,   1910-13 
Franks,  Jacob,    1897-1903 
*Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13 
Fyffe,    Colin    C.    H.,    1903-05; 

1924-26 
*Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02 
♦Gartenstein,  Jacob,  1921-22 


Gessler,  Samuel,  1917-19 
*Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98 
^Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98 
*Hatch,    Azel    F.,     1890-93; 

1894-1900 
*Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75 
Hazard,  Paul  A.,  1923-25 
Healy,  James  J.,  1913-25 
Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98 
*Heldmann,   George  D.,   1902-03 
Henius,   Max,    1911-17 
Herhold,    Frederick    H.,    1897- 

1901 
*Hirsch,  Emil  G,  1888-97 
*Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81 
*Hoyne,  Thomas,  1872-75 
*Hutchinson,    Charles    L.,    1898- 

1901 
*Hynes,  William  J.,  1881-87 
larussi,  Michael,  1924-25 
Jonas,  Edgar  A.,  1917-19 
*Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89 
*Kaspar,  William,  1889-94 
Keeley,  Thomas  F.,  1894-97 
*Kent,  William  D.,  1888-89 
Kolar,  Andrew  J.,  1924-26 
Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-17 
Kuflewski,  W.  A.,  1899-1902 
Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-17 
Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900 
*Lindstrand  Frans  A.,  1903-06 
*Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82 
*Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06 
*McCormick,    Robert    S.,    1895- 
1901 
McDowell,  Malcolm,  1913-1914 
♦McLaughlin,    Robert    J.,    1919- 
20 


•Deceased. 


MacMillan,  T.    C,   1882-87 
*Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88 
Mason,    George,   1874-80 
Mayer,  Oscar  G.,  1914-17 
Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03 
*Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96 
*Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88 
Novak,  John  L.,   1905-08 
O'Connell,   T.    Frank,    1913-17 
Oldenburg,   Adam   C,   1921-23 
*Onahan,  William  J.,  1874-81 
*Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-1903 
*Plamondon,  Charles  A.,  1899- 
1902 
Pokorney,  Frank  J.,  1913-17 
*Queal,   Robert   F.,   1872-76 
*Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-1 
*Rend,  William  P.,  1889-92 
♦Rogers,  Henry  W.,   1883-85 
*Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75 

Roulston,  Robert  J.,  1905-13 
*Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85 
Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99 
Schick,   Charles   E.,   1917-23 
*Schmidt,   Ernst,    1881-82 
*Scranton,  Abner  R.,  1876-79 


Severson,  Louis  M.,  1924-26 
*Sheahan,  James   W.,   1872-74 
*Shields,  Michael,  1902-03 
*Shorey,  Daniel   L.,   1872-80 
*Shortall,  John   G.,    1886-95 

Shutter,  R.  G.,  1917-20 
*Smith,  Pliny  B.,   1888-94 
*Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79 
*Smyth,  John   M.,   1892-95 
*Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81 

Sprou],   Elliott  W.,   1919-22 

Stern,  Julius,   1906-12 
*Swazey,  Arthur,   1885-87 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24 

Turner,  F.  W.,  1921-24 
l*Umbedenstock,    Michael,    1887- 

90 
*Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99 
*Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13 
*Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83 
*Waterman,   Arba  N.,   1908-10 
*Wells,  William  H.,  1882-85 

Williams,  Fannie  B.,  1924-27 
^Williams,  Norman,  1887-89 
nVoodard,   Willard,    1872-74 


*Sheahan,    James    W.,    Acting    Secretary    from    April    11    to    Juh- 

20,  1872. 
*Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretarj-  from  July  20,  1872,  to   October 

15,  1908. 
Wilson,    Harry    G.,    Acting    Secretary,    October    15,    1908,    to 

March  11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March   11,  1909. 

*Poole,    William    F.,    LL.D.,    Librarian    from    October   25,    1873, 

to  August  1,  1887. 
*HiId,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,   1887,  to  April 
30,   1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October 
11,  1909. 
♦Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  from  October  11,  1909,  to  Septem- 
ber 13,  1917. 
Roden,   Carl  B.,  Librarian   since  March   11,   1918. 


•Deceased. 


Fifty-Third  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  Public  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  has  the  honor  to  present  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Public  Library  covering  the  fiscal 
and  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1924,  in  which 
are  included  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Secretary 
describing  in  detail  the  operation  and  activities  of  the 
Library  for  the  same  period. 

The  statistical  reports  on  the  following  pages  ex- 
hibit a  satisfactory  measure  of  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
Li'brary  and  indicate  a  steadily  growing  interest  in  the 
institution  and  its  service  on  the  part  of  the  public. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant,  however,  when  the  present 
facilities  of  the  Library,  already  seriously  overtaxed,  will 
have  reached  the  limits  of  their  capacity  and  when  any 
further  extension  of  its  activities  will  be  halted  until 
the  Board  shall  be  able  to  provide  ampler  accommoda- 
tions for  meeting  the  demand  for  library  service.  This 
will  involve  not  only  the  enlargement  of  present  quar- 
ters but,  as  well,  the  addition  of  numerous  new  branches 
to  cover  the  many  and  populous  areas  of  the  city  still 
without  public  library  installations.  The  Central  Library, 
after  twenty-seven  years  of  continuous  use,  during  which 
the  number  of  its  daily  patrons  has  more  than  doubled 
and  the  striking  changes  in  the  surrounding  neighbor- 
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hood  have  greatly  enhanced  the  prominence  and  im- 
portance of  this  stately  structure,  is  in  dire  need  of  ad- 
ditional space  which  could  be  easily  provided  by  build- 
ing over  the  area  in  the  rear  which  was  left  vacant  a 
generation  ago  for  future  growth.  Book  storage  space 
has  been  exhausted  and  the  public  rooms,  planned  for 
the  use  of  hundreds  and  now  resorted  to  by  thousands, 
are  becoming  more  inadequate  day  by  day. 

The  situation  as  to  neighborhood  service  through 
a  sufficient  number  of  properly  located  branches  is 
equally  pressing.  In  its  efiforts  to  respond  to  the  insistent 
demands  made  upon  it  from  all  parts  of  the  city  the 
Board  has  adopted  various  expedients,  such  as  renting 
stores  and  occupying  small  rooms  in  buildings  in  the 
parks,  schools,  or  in  institutional  houses,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide temporary  accommodations  for  library  patrons  in 
the  residence  districts.  These  quarters  are  not  only 
unsatisfactory  and  inadequate  in  most  instances,  but  in- 
volve constantly  mounting  expenditures,  for  rent,  main- 
tenance and  equipment,  that  give  rise  to  serious  misgiv- 
ings as  to  the  wisdom  of  applying  public  funds  to  such 
impermanent  investments. 

The  only  solution  of  these  problems  will  be  found 
in  the  creation  of  a  Public  Library  Building  Fund  either 
by  the  issue  of  municipal  bonds  or  by  the  authorization 
of  an  additional  tax  rate  for  this  specific  purpose.  The 
Board  is  unanimous  in  recognizing  this  fact  and,  toward 
the  end  of  the  current  year,  took  steps,  by  means  of  a 
formal  resolution,  to  submit  the  question  of  a  bond  is- 
sue of  three  million  dollars  to  the  voters  at  the  election 
of  February  24,  1925.  Serious  consideration  of  the  en- 
tire question  is  now  in  progress  and,  in  the  event  of  the 
failure  of  this  proposal  or  of  its  withdrawal  in  the  light 
of  further  developments,  the  Board  of  Directors  is  pre- 
pared to  submit  its  cause  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  forthcoming  session  and  to  press  for  favorable  ac- 
tion. In  these  undertakings  the  Board  respectfully 
urges  the  sympathetic  co-operation  of  the  city  authorities. 
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and  acknowledges  with  gratitude  the  assurance  of  ap- 
proval in  principle  of  its  plans  on  the  part  of  His  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  and  of  many  members  of  the  City  Council. 
There  is  ample  ground,  moreover,  for  believing  that  the 
general  public  will  be  equally  ready  to  support  the 
modest  request  of  the  Public  Library  for  additional  rev- 
enues to  enable  it  to  render  additional  service. 

The  chief  preoccupations  of  the  year  have  thus  been 
with  the  ever-present  question  of  finance.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  presents  in  detail  the  application  of  the 
present  income  to  current  expenses  and  shows  that,  b}- 
the  operation  of  a  careful  and  well  considered  budget, 
a  proper  balance  has  been  maintained.  Throughout  the 
following  pages,  however,  the  fact  is  apparent  that  the 
current  activities  of  the  Public  Library  are  closely  con- 
ditioned by  the  limitations  of  its  income  and  that  further 
expansion  and  the  gradual  attainment  of  the  goal  of 
adequate  and  city-wide  library  service  must  wait  upon 
the  provision  of  sufficient  means  for  that  useful  and 
worthy  purpose. 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  held  twenty-two  reg- 
ular meetings.  On  July  15th  the  Mayor  appointed  Mrs. 
Fannie  B.  Williams  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Frederick  W.  Turner,  whose  term  of  service 
had  expired.  There  were  no  other  changes  in  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  Board  within  the  period  covered  by  this 
report  which   is   herewith 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Colin  C.  H.  Fyffe^  President 
James  J.  Healy,  Vice-President 
Frank  F.  Tollkuehn 
L.  M.  Severson 
Paul  A.  Hazard 
Michael  Iarussi 
Fannie  B.  Williams 
Andrew  J.  Kolar 

Chicago,  January  26,  1925. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public  Library 
Chicago,  January  26,  1925. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  i-ection  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  library  is 
established  and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
financial  and  statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1924: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1924 

Receipts 

Sale  1923  tax  warrants $  225,000.00 

Sale  1924  tax  warrants 205,000.00 

Taxes    1923 $1,126,035.87 

Less:    Tax  warrants  1923  redeemed 400,000.00     726,035.87 

Taxes   1922    136,655.58 

Taxes  1921  and  prior 7,110.28 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,378.38 

Unclaimed  wages    61.79 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  of  duplicates $  30.75 

Sale  of  finding  lists 434.04 

Miscellaneous    3,691.58 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 9,455.67 

Postage  refunds 1,210.87       14,822.91 

$1,316,064.81 
Funds,  Jan.  1,  1924: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 9,418.61 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,000.00 


$1,326,483.42 
Disbursements 

Salaries,  main  library  $    468,882.25 

Salaries,  branches    370,325.79 
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Salaries,  deposit  stations $  24,096.36 

Delivery  stations,  miscellaneous 4,079.08 

Branch  miscellaneous 43,858.70 

Books    197,485.01 

Binding    99,764.96 

Finding    lists 4,384.39 

Printing  and  stationery 16,697.37 

Periodicals    17,023.07 

Miscellaneous    expense 8,684.85 

Fuel    18,164.24 

Heating  and  generating  plant 2,316.24 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 1,459.46 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 750.66 

Janitors  expense 1,469.18 

Furniture    and    fixtures 10,047.43 

Insurance    3,070.31 

Freight  and  expressage 290.69 

Postage    5,493.96 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 1,411.19 

Repairs,  alterations  and   improvements 10,590.87 

Interest  on   1923   tax  warrants 9,302.91 

$1,319,648.97 
Funds  Dec.  31,  1924: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 5,834.45 

Cash   in    bank   and   in  hands   of    Secretary 

(petty  cash) 1,000.00$1,326,483.42 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
December  31,  1924 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $       5,834.45 

Taxes  of  1923  collectible  (complete  returns 
on  taxes  1923  not  made  by  County 
Treasurer)     $304,896.43 

Less    estimated   loss    and    costs    of    collection 

taxes  of  1923 100,000.00     204,896.43 

$   210,730.88 
1924  anticipation  tax  warrants  outstanding  December  31, 

1924    $  205,000.00 

Mi SCELL.^ NEGUS    FuNDS 

Rental  collection : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1924 $       9,390.26 

Fees   for  loan  of  books 8,605.11 

$     17,995.37 
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Books   purchased    $  7,805.87 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 10,189.50  $   17,995.37 

Security  deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,   1924 2,336.20 

Deposits  for  cards  and  books 6,892.46 

$       9,228.66 

Deposits   refunded    $6,904.64 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 2,324.02         9,228.66 

High  School  Libraries : 

Balance  Jan.  1,   1924 944.71 

Received   from  Board  of  Education 37,198.00 


$     38,142.71 

Expended  on  account  of  salaries $37,721.41 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 421.30       38,142.71 

Special   deposits : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1924 100.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1924 $100.00 

Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.   1,  1924 338.34 

Books  purchased   $338.34 

Fines : 

Fines  for  retention  of  books $     72,166.60 

Paid  to  Public  Library  Employes  Pension 
Fund  in  accordance  with  law  and 
action  of  Board  of   Directors $72,166.60 

Secretary's  petty  cash : 

Balance  Jan.   1,  1924 53.50 

Reimbursed  by  Library   Fund 10,988.12 

$     11,041.62 
Miscellaneous    expense    as    per    vouchers 

audited    $10,845.42 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 196.20  $   11,041.62 

Trust  Funds 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Kelly  Branch  Fund: 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1924 $  3.56 

Income   from  investments 11,659.44 


$     11,663.00 
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Expended  on  account  of  salaries : 

Kelly  Branch  Library $11,655.66 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 7.34  $    11,663.00 

Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,   1924 .89 

Income    from   investments 437.13 

$         438.02 

Books   purchased    $435.10 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1924 2.92  438.02 

Beecher  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1924 38.77 

Income   from   investments 89.68 

$  128.45 

Books  purchased    $51.20 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1924 77.25  128.45 

Jackson  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1924 55.17 

Income   from   investments 52.03 

$  107.20 

Books  purchased    $72.53 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1924 34.67  107.20 


Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
Trust  Funds  : 

Hiram    Kelly    bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.   Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram   Kelly  increment 65,000.00  $  278,000.00 

Investments : 

Bonds  Jan.   1,   1924 $277,739.30 

Less   bonds   matured 13,000.00 

$264,739.30 
Bonds  purchased  13,215.30 

Bonds  Dec.  31,  1924  (par  value 

$282,650.00)    277,954.60 

Cash    uninvested 45.40  $  278,000.00 
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Cash  Reconcilement 

Incidental   Fund $1,000.00 

Less    incidental    fund    not    reimbursed    by 

City    Treasurer 803.80$  196.20 

Security    deposits 2,324.02 

Special   deposits 100.00 

Rental  collection 10,189.50 

High    school    libraries 421.30 

Kelly  branch  fund 7.34 

Ryder  fund  income 2.92 

Beecher   fund   income 77.25 

Jackson   fund   income 34.67 

Trust  funds  cash  balance 45.40 


Cash   on  hand   and  in  banks  as  per  library  books 

Dec.   31,    1924 $  13,398.60 

LIST  OF  SECURITIES 

No.  of                                                                       Matu-  Denomi-     Par 

Bonds  Rate     rity  nation  Value 

7  Lincoln  Park  Town  of  N.  Chicago.  4%       1925  $1,000  $  7,000.00 

1  Lincoln    Park    Commissioners 5%       1931  1,000  1,000.00 

2  Lincoln    Park    Commissioners 4%       1931  1,000  2,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall.. 4%       1927  1,000  15,000.00 

15  Crty  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4%      1928  1,000  15,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4%      1929  1,000  15,000.00 

5  City  of   Chicago  Judgment  refund..  4>^%  1925  1,000  5,000.00 

8  City  of   Chicago  judgment  refund..  4^%  1926  1,000  8,000.00 
1  City  of   Chicago  judgment   refund..  4^^%  1927  1,000  1,000.00 
1  City  of    Chicago   Ashland   Av.    Im- 
provement      4%      1929  1,000  1,000.00 

1  City  of  Chicago   Police  Dept.   Bldg.  4%       1930  500  500.00 

16  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%       1926  1,000  16,000.00 

1  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%       1928  1,000  1,000.00 

15  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%       1930  1,000  15,000.00 

10  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago 4%       1932  1,000  10,000.00 

5  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago 4%       1943  1,000  5,000.00 

7  East   St.    Louis    Park   District 4^%  1931  1,000  7,000.00 

4  South    Park    Commissioners 4%       1930  1,000  4,000.00 

10  South    Park    Commissioners 4%       1931  1,000  10,000.00 

8  South    Park    Commissioners 4%       1936  1,000  8,000.00 

2  West   Park  Commissioners 4%       1926  1,000  2,000.00 

2  West   Park   Commissioners 4%       1927  1,000  2,000.00 

1  West   Park  Commissioners 4%       1928  1,000  1,000.00 

2  West   Park   Commissioners 4%       1930  1,000  2,000.00 

1  West  Chicago  Park  Commissioners.  4%       1925  1,000  1,000.00 

5  Rockford,  ill.,  school  building 5%       1934  1,000  5,000.00 

5  Rockford,  111.,  school  building. 5%       1935  1,000  5,000.00 

5  Livingston     Co.,     111.,     Consolidated 

School  District  No.  185... 5%      1938  1,000  5,000.00 

2  Livingston     Co.,     111.,     Consolidated 

School  District  No.  185 5%      1941  1,000  2,000.00 
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1  Putnam    Co.,    111.,    Township    High 

School  District  No.  537 5%       1933  1,000  1,000.00 

2  Do 5%       1934  1,000  2,000.00 

1  Do 5%      1935  1,000  1,000.00 

3  Do    5%       1939  1,000  3,000.00 

3  Do 5%      1940  1,000  3,000.00 

7  Ford  Co..  111.,  School  Dist.  No.  103.  4^4%  1929  500  3,500.00 

1  Ford  Co.,  111.,  School  Dist.  No.  103.  4>4%  1930  500  500.00 
5  Pontiac     Township      High      School 

District   No.   90 5%       1929  1,000  5,000.00 

5  Pontiac     Township      High      School 

District   No.   90 5%       1930  1,000  5,000.00 

5  Pontiac     Township      High      School 

District   No.  90 5%      1931  1,000  5,000.00 

5  Pekin,  111.,   School  District 4i^%  1932  1,000  5,000.00 

2  City  of  Sterling,   111 4^%  1934  1,000  2,000.00 

1  Lake   Countv,   111 5%      1937  1,000  1,000.00 

1  Central   Pacific  Railway  Co 4%       1949  500  500.00 

5  East  Side  Levee  &  Drainage  Dist...  5%       1938  1,000  5,000.00 

1  Waukegan    Park    District 5%       1931  500  500.00 

5  State  of  111.,  Soldiers  Compensation.  4i/%  1933  1,000  5,000.00 

5  .State  of  111.,  State  Highways 4%      1936  1,000  5,000.00 

1  Federal    Land    Bank ' 4/2%  1953  10,000  10,000.00 

8  Federal    Land    Bank 4/.%  1953  1,000  8.000.00 

8  United   States,  3d  Liberty   Loan....  4%%  1928  1,000  8,000.00 

1  United   States,  3d  Liberty  Loan....  4%%  1928  100  100.00 

1  United   States,  3d  Liberty  Loan....  4^%  1928  50  50.00 

7  United  States,  4th  Liberty  Loan....  4^%  1938  1,000  7,000.00 

5  United  States,  4th  Liberty  Loan....  4%%  1938  5,000  25,000.00 

$282,650.00 


Chicago,  January  26,  1925. 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 

Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  audited  the  books  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1924,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office 
to  examine  the  library  account  in  the  books  of  the  city, 
and  we  found  that  the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc., 
entered  therein  agreed  with  the  receipts  in  the  library 
books. 

In  company  with  the  Secretary  and  two  of  the  direc- 
tors, we  inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various 
investments,  all  of  which  were  produced  to  us. 
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We  also  examined  the  foregoing-  statements,  com- 
paring them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities 
and  we  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

Yours  very  truly, 
WM.  W.  THOMPSON  &  CO., 

Certified  Public   Accountants. 

BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in  library  January  1,  1924.  1,305,140 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year..   178,798 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 6,524 

Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded        1,087 
Number  of  books  received  from  other  sources       7,139 


Number  of  books  added  the  past  year 193,548 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year...  69,269 
Number  of  books  withdrawn      (dupHcates, 

etc.)     1,764 

Number  of  books  delinquent  1923 3,855 

Number  of  books  missing    1923 33,875 

Number  of  books  lost  and   paid   for 9,126 

Total   number   of   books   subtracted   the   past 

year    117,889 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 75,659 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  library  Jan.  1, 

1925    1,380,799 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 
State  of  Illinois, 


County  of  Cook. 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that 
the  foregoing  statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowl- 
edge and  belief. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary A.  D.  1925. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors^  The  Chicago 

Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting the  fifty-third  annual  report  upon  the  activities  of  the 
Library  during  the  year  beginning  January  1  and  ending 
December  31,  1924. 

Home  Circulation. 

Agencies  Volumes 

1923         1924  1923  1924 

Central    Library 1  1  1,138,142  1,213,753 

Branches    38  39  5,517,233  5,952,649 

High    School    Libraries....  7  7  426,775  508,332 

Deposit    Stations 88  84  1,375,664  1,323,039 

Business  House  Libraries..  84  95  237,654  257,134 

Special    Deposits 87  100  118,338  143,731 

School    Deposits    (Schools: 

1923:    322;   1924:    357)  2,537  2,782  1,087,770  1,215,340 

Total    2,842    3,108               9,901,576  10,613,978 

Daily  Average  Circulation 32,571  34,800 

Registered  card  holders : 

General     267,094  291,430 

Deposit  Stations   41,771  38,335 

Business  House  Libraries 26,305  31,621 

Special    Deposits 10,301  15,140 

School    Deposits 114,165  125,190 

Total     459,636        501,716 

Little  comment  is  necessary  to  accompany  the  statis- 
tical reports  of  the  year's  work.  A  normal  rate  of  progress 
is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  volumes  circu- 
lated through  all  agencies  was  greater  by  712,402  than  in 
the  previous  year.  Of  this  increase,  435,416  volumes,  or 
7.8  per  cent  is  credited  to  the  branches  and  81,557  to  the 
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high  schools,  representing  a  gain  of  over  19  per  cent  in  the 
latter,  probably  because  of  the  double  shift  system  and  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  in  all  the  local  high 
schools.  Since  no  new  installations  of  any  sort  were 
added  to  the  system  during  the  year,  with  the  exception  of 
one  small  branch  at  Stanford  Park  reopened  in  October, 
it  follows  that  this  gratifying  increase  in  the  use  of  the 
outlying  agencies  is  due  solely  to  the  enlistment  of  new 
borrowers  in  the  branches  now  in  operation  and  the  con- 
tinuing patronage  of  those  to  whom  these  branches  have 
been  friends  of  long  standing.  This  achievement  must 
be  credited  almost  entirely  to  the  industry  and  devotion 
of  the  librarians  and  staffs  in  the  branches,  whose  con- 
stant efforts  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  Library  in 
their  respective  communities  continue  to  yield  visible  results. 
Circulation  from  the  Central  Library  increased  by 
75,611  volumes,  or  6.6  per  cent.  This  is  a  larger  gain  than 
is  recorded  for  any  previous  year  in  the  past  decade  save 
1920,  when  financial  distress  closed  many  branches  and 
forced  their  patrons  to  resort  to  the  Main  Library.  In 
view  of  the  inescapable  fact  that  the  accommodations  in 
the  main  building,  both  for  books  and  borrowers,  have  long 
since  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  from  the  standpoint  of  con- 
venience and  comfort,  it  appears  remarkable  that  a  steady 
rate  of  increase  is  maintained  from  year  to  year  in  the 
number  of  books  issued  and  patrons  served  in  the  space 
designed  nearly  thirty  years  ago  with  a  possible  maximum 
of  little  more  than  half  of  the  present  volume  of  busi- 
ness in  mind.  It  will  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  dwell  once 
more  upon  the  pressing  need  of  ampler  and  better  facil- 
ities for  the  steadily  growing  number  of  persons  who  find 
their  way  to  the  Central  Library.  It  begins  to  seem  likely, 
however,  that  consideration  may  presently  have  to  be  given 
to  measures  for  limiting  admissions  to  the  building  at  cer- 
tain hours  unless  relief  is  provided  by  adding  the  wing  for 
which  ground  space  was  left  vacant  in  the  original  plan. 
This  addition,  covering  the  area  of  the  present  shipping 
yard  on   Garland  Court,   would  afford  room   for  a  great 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  17 

circulation  hall  and  many  smaller  rooms  above  and  below 
and  would  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  building  sufficiently 
to  serve  for  at  least  another  two  decades. 

It  is  equally  superfluous  to  call  attention  again  to  the 
urgent  necessity  of  extending  the  branch  system  in  order 
that  all  parts  of  the  city  may  be  supplied  with  adequate 
library  facilities.  More  branches,  better  quarters  to  super- 
sede present  unsuitable  installations,  and  better  locations  for 
branches  now  functioning  under  difificulties  due  to  their  sit- 
uation must  be  supplied  if  the  Public  Library  is  to  continue 
to  progress  and  to  meet  just  demands  and  expectations  of 
its  constituency.  These  conditions  are  familiar  to  the 
Board  and  it  is  gratifying  to  add  that  the  prospect  of  secur- 
ing the  means  for  meeting  and  dealing  with  them  is  at 
present  not  altogether  without  promise. 

Analysis  of  the  figures  on  branch  circulation  again 
supplies  proof  of  our  contention  that  the  proper  location  of 
branches  is  a  strong  factor  in  their  usefulness.  Thus,  the 
sixteen  branches  in  rented  quarters  and  separate  buildings 
on  or  near  a  main  travelled  street,  report  an  aggregate 
circulation  of  3,578,654  volumes  as  against  2,373,995  vol- 
umes issued  in  all  of  the  twenty-four  branches  in  parks  and 
other  "free"  quarters.  There  is  strong  advertising  value 
in  the  broad  and  well  lighted  windows  of  a  store,  close  to 
the  sidewalk  and  in  the  midst  of  the  business  district  of  a 
given  community.  The  moral  and  cultural  influence  of  a 
dignified  branch  library  building  is,  of  course,  infinitely 
stronger,  and  pervades  the  whole  district.  The  branches 
in  park  buildings,  on  the  other  hand,  deprived  of  all  oppor- 
tunity of  attracting  the  passer-by  through  such  appeals  to 
his  attention,  retain  their  place  in  the  statistics  of  use  year 
after  year  below  all  of  the  others.  For  the  current  year, 
moreover,  all  of  the  decrease  in  circulation  reported  is  from 
park  branches,  save  in  one  instance,  accounted  for  by  un- 
usual local  circumstances. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Branches  comprises  a  close 
and  detailed  study  of  their  activities  and  yields  some  in- 
teresting facts  and  figures.    Thus  Mr.  Phelan  observes  that  • 
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The  entire  collection  of  books  in  the  branches  shows 
an  average  turn-over  of  13^,  ranging  between  a 
minimum  of  eight  and  a  maximum  of  twenty-four.  The 
total  number  of  books  added  to  branches  was  101,401. 
Deducing  discards,  missing,  and  delinquents  from  this 
figure  shows  the  net  additions  to  book  stock  to  be  little 
more  than  37,000  volumes. 

The  collections  were,  however,  strengthened  by  the 
generous  addition  of  extra  copies  of  the  ever  popular 
books.  To  this  fact  must  be  attributed  a  large  part  of 
increase  in  circulation,  other  contributing  causes  being 
an  increase  in  population  in  some  localities,  local  causes 
in  others,  special  drives  in  still  others,  the  decided  service 
rendered  by  the  Henry  E.  Legler  Regional  Branch  on 
the  West  Side,  and,  above  all,  the  intensive  spirit  of  in- 
terest and  enthusiasm  displayed  by  nearly  every  unit  of 
the  system. 

The  adult  use  in  branches  exceeded  the  juvenile  by 
325,669  volumes,  or  nearly  twelve  per  cent.  The  three 
largest  branches,  Legler,  Woodlawn  and  Douglas,  show 
a  combined  circulation  of  1,019,567  volumes.  The  cir- 
culation of  books  in  foreign  languages  increased  by 
27,298  volumes. 

The  theory  that  the  local  library  branch  should  be  in- 
cluded with  other  social  and  recreational  activities,  not 
only  for  the  sake  of  economy  but  also  as  a  happy  combina- 
tion of  all  public  cultural  agencies  under  one  roof,  is  a 
plausible  one  and  dies  hard.  It  is  again  advanced  in  the 
program  for  the  erection  of  a  large  number  of  junior  high 
school  buildings  at  present  under  consideration,  each  to  in- 
clude a  small  and  poorly  proportioned  single  room  for  a 
"branch  library."  Criticism  of  this  plan  and  the  theory  under- 
lying it  is  not  well  received  and  leads  only  to  a  questioning 
of  motives.  The  facts  of  our  experience  are,  however,  con- 
clusive as  to  the  impracticability  of  such  combinations,  and 
the  immense  advantage  accruing  to  the  library  in  separate 
installations,  adequate  in  size  and  properly  planned,  as 
against  a  joint  tenancy  with  swimming  pools,  gymnasiums, 
playgrounds  and  auditoriums  in  which  the  library  uniformly 
sacrifices  its  individuality  and  compromises  its  effectiveness. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  turn  for  contrast  to  the  work  of  our 
largest   and  most   suitably  housed   branch,   the  Henry   E. 
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Legler  Regional  Branch.  At  the  close  of  the  first  full 
year  of  functioning  as  a  regional  center  and  source  of  sup- 
ply for  a  district  including  thirteen  branches  and  three 
high  school  libraries,  Miss  Pearl  Field,  the  capable  librarian 
at  Legler  Branch,  reports  that  the  plan  has  been  decidedly 
successful  and  will  develop  to  greater  effectiveness  in  the 
future  as  the  regional  resources  and  possibilities  are  added 
to  on  the  basis  of  experience.  Books  were  sent  on  special 
calls  from  the  regional  collection  to  the  smaller  branches 
to  the  number  of  13,743.    Miss  Field  says: 

Most  of  the  calls  came  from  the  smaller  branches, 
being  particularly  heavy  from  Shedd  and  McKinley 
Parks,  where  a  large  local  demand  is  met  by  an  inade- 
quate book  stock  and  limited  reference  facilities.  The 
calls  from  the  three  high  schools,  Austin,  Harrison  and 
Marshall,  have  been  many  and  specialized. 

An  analysis  of  the  requests  shows  that  non-fiction 
demands  are  85%  of  the  total,  the  fiction  calls  being  for 
the  most  part  for  books  not  usually  included  in  small 
collections,  or  for  extra  copies  of  old  titles  for  which 
small  branches  would  have  no  housing  space.  The  first 
group  of  regional  reserve  books  has  been  used  and  it  is 
hoped  will  prove  of  greater  value  when  its  resources  are 
better  known.  A  steadily  increasing  use  has  been  made 
of  the  reference  set  of  magazines.  It  has  been  the  policy 
at  Legler  to  put  its  entire  resources  of  circulating  and 
reference  material  at  the  disposal  of  every  branch  in  the 
district  as  needed. 

The  branches  served  are  enthusiastic  over  the  serv- 
ice, stating  that  there  is  a  greater  degree  of  promptness 
and  intimate  understanding  than  would  be  possible 
through  a  larger  service  station  at  a  distance.  After  all, 
the  calls  for  books  and  reference  aid  reflect  the  inter- 
ests of  a  rather  compact  and  homogeneous  community, 
and  Legler,  being  a  part  of  the  same  community,  is  able 
to  interpret  them,  as  far  as  long  distance  service  can, 
from  its  own  local  use. 

In  emergencies  the  service  has  been  satisfactorily  ex- 
tended to  other  branches  in  the  system  and  to  other  high 
schools  outside  the  limit  of  Legler's  district. 

Two  extra  members  of  the  staff,  assigned  one-half 
day  each  to  the  regional  work,  have  kept  that  part  of  the 
service  moving  rapidly,  and  it  is  due  to  the  staff's  interest, 
activity  and  faithfulness  that  this  record,  for  a  first  year's 
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experiment,  has  been  made  against  the  odds  of  taking 
care  of  a  steadily  increasing  local  use. 

The  regional  idea  gives  every  promise  of  being  a 
successful  method  of  rendering  intensive  service  to  a 
community. 

Meanwhile  the  local  circulation  of  books  from  Legler 
Branch  increased  by  36,742  volumes  and  reached  a  total 
of  379,593  for  the  year.  The  pleasant  and  spacious  read- 
ing rooms  in  this  beautiful  building  attract  steadily  in- 
creasing numbers  of  readers,  both  adult  and  juvenile,  and 
ample  accommodations  for  books  as  well  as  for  numerous 
collateral  activities  assure  the  continued  expansion  of  its 
work  and  influence  in  its  dual  capacity  of  regional  and 
local  branch. 

No  important  changes  occurred  in  the  number  or  or- 
ganization of  the  branches,  all  of  which  continue  to  oc- 
cupy such  quarters  as  it  is  possible  to  find.  In  October 
the  small  installation  in  McKinley  Park  fieldhouse  was  re- 
moved to  a  store  on  Archer  avenue.  The  circulation  of 
books  was  exactly  doubled  during  the  first  week  in  the  new 
location.  At  Broadway  Branch  an  additional  store  was 
secured  adjoining  the  present  space,  to  be  occupied  early 
in  1925.  Stanford  Park  was  changed  from  a  deposit  sta- 
tion to  a  branch  in  October,  adding  one  to  the  total  number 
of  branches  which  is  now  thirty-nine. 

At  the  request  of  the  School  Board,  the  Library  will 
install  and  operate  three  additional  high  school  libraries 
under  the  terms  of  the  agreement  between  the  two  Boards 
adopted  in  1923  and  described  in  this  report  a  year  ago. 
The  new  libraries  will  be  opened  at  Tilden,  Bowen  and 
Crane  high  schools  as  soon  as  the  rooms  and  the  furni- 
ture, to  be  provided  by  the  school  authorities,  are  ready. 
The  selection  and  preparation  of  book  collections  is  already 
in  progress.  Library  service  of  a  simpler  sort  is  under  con- 
sideration for  the  ten  junior  high  schools  now  operating 
in  old  buildings,  and  will  probably  be  instituted  under  an 
arrangement  for  sharing  the  cost  similar  to  the  plan  under 
which  the  senior  high  school  libraries  are  conducted. 


Class 
Rooms 
2,210 

No.  OF 
Volumes 
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lation 
975,180 

19 
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9,090 

545 
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8 

400 

4,420 
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The  work  of  the  Schools  Department  is  summarized 
in  the  following  table : 

Schools  Supplied  with   Class  Room  Collections 

Schools 
Public    Grammar 257 

High 7 

Parochial  and  Private    Grammar    90 

High 3 

357       2,782        138,570        1,215,340 

The  book  stock  of  the  Schools  Department  was  in- 
creased by  about  15,CXX)  volumes,  the  number  of  room  de- 
posits by  245,  the  number  of  schools  served  in  one  or  more 
rooms  by  35,  of  which  28  are  parochial  grammar  schools 
and  two  parochial  high  schools.  This  type  of  library  serv- 
ice continues  to  meet  with  favor  and  will  be  added  to  year 
by  year  until  all  school  rooms  desiring  to  be  supplied  have 
been  included.  It  is  fair  to  anticipate,  however,  that  it  will 
eventually  be  replaced  by  the  far  more  efficient  method  of 
establishing  a  complete  school  library  in  every  grammar 
school  building  with  a  school  librarian  and  staff  similar  to 
the  efficient  installations  now  operating  in  seven,  soon  to 
be  increased  to  ten,  of  the  public  high  schools.  The  new 
junior  high  schools,  which  we  have  been  asked  to  include 
in  our  serAdce,  will  each  be  supplied  with  a  single  collec- 
tion administered  by  a  teacher-librarian  employed  by  the 
School  Board  and  supervised  by  the  Public  Library.  This 
arrangement  will  afford  a  precedent  for  similar  provisions 
for  all  elementary  schools.  We  appear  to  be  irrevocably 
committed  to  the  copartnership  idea  in  school  library  man- 
agement, under  the  joint  agreement  now  in  effect  for  shar- 
ing both  expense  and  responsibility  between  the  two  Boards, 
and  the  extension  of  library  service  to  all  the  public  schools 
would  seem  to  be  only  a  question  of  time,  means  and  op- 
portunity. 

The  room  for  teachers  established  a  year  ago  in  con- 
nection with  the  office  of  the  Schools  Department  has  be- 
come a  popular  place  of  meeting  and  conference  for  edu- 
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cators  and  students.  The  pedagogical  magazines  displayed 
here  are  much  used,  and  the  collections  of  books,  both  for 
school  deposits  and  of  a  professional  nature,  afford  con- 
venient reference  facilities  much  appreciated  by  the 
teachers.  It  is  pleasant  to  note,  in  conclusion,  the  close  and 
cordial  relations  prevailing  between  the  Public  Library  and 
the  public  schools,  both  officially  as  municipal  agencies  en- 
gaged in  the  joint  task  of  public  education,  and  personally 
in  the  intimate  and  intelligent  cooperation  that  marks  the 
intercourse  between  individuals. 

The  report  of  the  Deposit  Department,  comprising  the 
various  extension  activities  not  otherwise  covered,  indi- 
cates a  slight  falling  off  in  book  use  in  the  deposit  stations 
and  a  decrease  of  four  in  the  number  of  these  installa- 
tions. The  number  of  business  house  libraries  increased 
by  eleven  and  the  number  of  special  deposits  by  thirteen 
new  installations.  Detailed  statistics  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix.     A  classified  list  of  agencies  follows: 

Factories   26 

Business    Houses 69 

Stores    54 

Clubs    16 

Churches    21 

Settlement  and   Community  Houses 21 

Welfare  Institutions   6 

Hospital    Libraries 10 

Summer  Camps    24 

Schools     (Continuation) 22 

Sub-Branches    S 

Other  Places   5 

Total    279 

The  circulation  of  books  in  foreign  languages  increased 
by  nearly  fifty  per  cent  and  the  number  of  books  in  the 
traveling  collections  of  foreign  literatures  by  about  thirty 
per  cent.  Figures  for  the  past  year  are  given  in  the  table 
below.  Our  stock  of  popular  foreign  books  is  still  far  from 
adequate  and  requires  constant  replenishment.  The  labori- 
ous  task   of    re-classifying   the   old    foreign   books   in   the 
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Main  stack,  distributing  such  as  are  available  for  popular 
use  to  the  traveling  collections,  assigning  important  works 
of  heavier  content  to  their  proper  place  in  the  subject 
classification,  and  discarding  obsolete  titles  is  progressing 
very  slowly.  This  work  is  halted  by  the  want  of  an  ex- 
perienced supervisor  possessing  a  reasonable  familiarity 
with  the  numerous  languages  and  literatures  represented 
plus  an  unlimited  amount  of  interest  and  human  sympathy, 
a  combination  that  seems  to  be  extremely  difficult  to  find. 
The  aggregate  foreign  circulation  through  all  agencies  was 
220,457. 

Circulation  of  Foreign  Books 

Main 

(Open    Shelves)  Branches 

No.  of     Circula-  No.  of       Circu- 

Vols.         tion.  Vols.         lation 

Arabian     78  145 

Armenian    91  85 

Bohemian    1,180  3,192  1,920  25,393 

Croatian    59  87  199  1,402 

Danish-Norwegian     1,644  2,216  1,120  8,060 

Dutch     285  573  30  11 

French     1,983  9,690  1,066  4,539 

German     3,866  24,164  3,354  24,728 

Greek     288  496 

Hebrew    128  529  134  682 

Hungarian    629  4,263  166  830 

Itahan    418  1,499  859  4,336 

Latvian    977  320 

Lithuanian    451  264  799  7,011 

Polish     711  4,013  2,032  34,061 

Roumanian     36  79  7  6 

Russian     433  4,956  1,028  7,527 

Slovakian    140  18  34  20 

Slovenian    129  66  101  290 

Spanish    596  2,332  467  2,159 

Swedish     802  1,726  425  931 

Ukrainian     122  228  59  42 

Yiddish    1.135  4,090  2,778  22:]n 

Total,    Traveling    Collections 15,893    64,535  16,866     145,261 

Main   Stack    21,008     10,661 


36,901    75,196 
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The  Thomas  Hughes  Room,  the  central  juvenile  depart- 
ment, reports  a  circulation  of  95,901  volumes,  an  increase 
of  3,298.  Pictures  from  the  vertical  file  collection  were 
circulated  to  the  number  of  67,040  or  20,313  more  than  last 
year.  Branch  circulation  of  juvenile  books  is  given  in  the 
branch  tables  in  the  appendix. 

A  significant  increase  is  noted  in  the  report  of  this  de- 
partment in  the  amount  of  reference  work  done  in  the 
Hughes  Room  for  parents  and  teachers,  calls  for  this  class 
of  service  having  more  than  doubled  during  the  current 
year.  The  opening  of  the  Teachers'  Room  in  adjoining 
quarters  and  practically  under  the  same  administrative  sup- 
ervision is  responsible  for  much  of  this  increase,  and  the 
fact  that  the  head  of  the  Schools  Department  gave  no  less 
than  thirty-three  talks  before  various  clubs  and  Parent- 
Teachers'  associations  probably  accounts  for  as  much  more. 
The  hundred  per  cent  increase  in  the  use  of  pictures  from 
the  Hughes  Room  collection  is  directly  due  to  school  calls. 
More  requests  for  lists  of  recommended  books  and  for  ad- 
vice on  children's  reading  have  also  been  received  and  filled 
than  ever  before. 

Reference  Department 

Readers  Vol.s.    consulted 

1923  1924  1923  1924 

Reference   room 171,141  194,024  379,971  416,441 

Women's    study    room 55,829  64,184  14,669  30,827 

Art    room 14,452  14,045  62,157  62,298 

Civics   room 114,842  117,038  215,703  251,622 

Patents    room 19,113  21,963  84,753  99,292 

Bound   newspapers 575,476  557,506  13,521  16,022 

Current    periodicals 251,478  248,393  64,685  92,041 

835,459    968,543 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  manifold  and  diverse 
activities  of  the  Reference  Department  in  its  various 
branches  cannot  be  adequately  represented  by  statistics.  The 
number  of  "volumes  consulted,"  being  only  the  books  of 
which  record  is  made  as  actually  in  the  hands  of  readers, 
takes   no   account  of   the  vast  amount  of   research  work, 
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searching  of  catalogs  and  personal  attention  applied  to  the 
solution  of  each  particular  problem.  The  number  of  readers 
as  given  in  the  table  above,  arrived  at  by  an  hourly  account 
of  attendance,  is  perhaps  a  fairer  index  of  use  of  the  refer- 
ence rooms.  On  the  other  hand,  many  patrons  use  only 
the  books  on  open  shelves,  for  which  no  requisition  is  re- 
quired and  which  are  not  included  in  the  record.  This  is  es- 
pecially the  case  in  the  General  Reference  Room  and  in  the 
Civics,  Current  Periodical  and  Newspaper  rooms,  where 
much  of  the  material  is  directly  accessible  to  the  casual 
visitor.  The  chief  fact  to  be  derived  from  the  figures  is  the 
marked  increase  in  the  use  of  all  of  these  facilities  and  the 
serious  problem  of  dealing  with  a  rapidly  growing  pat- 
ronage in  quarters  that  are  steadily  becoming  more  con- 
gested and  less  equal  to  the  demands  made  upon  them. 

The  most  significant  increase  seems  to  have  been  in  the 
use  of  books  in  the  University  Reserve  collection  kept  in 
the  Women's  Study  Room  for  the  special  accommodation 
of  students  in  University  College,  the  extension  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Chicago  open  to  the  general  pub- 
lic, and  in  similar  groups  and  lecture  courses  conducted 
under  various  auspices.  Our  invitation,  extended  to  leaders 
of  such  courses,  to  send  us  their  required-reading  lists  in 
order  that  books  might  be  held  in  reserve  for  their  students, 
has  met  with  wide  and  cordial  response.  The  result  is 
shown  in  the  statistics  of  books  used  in  the  Study  Room, 
which  show  an  increase  of  over  one  hundred  per  cent. 

This  is  one  phase  of  public  library  participation  in  the 
spreading  movement  for  Adult  Education,  namely,  close 
contact  and  cooperation  with  other  adult  educational  enter- 
prises. Another  and  more  particularized  activity  in  the 
same  field  is  our  Readers'  Bureau,  which  continues  to  devel- 
op its  interesting  activities  with  a  degree  of  success  that  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  many  of  our  colleagues.  The 
Readers'  Bureau  has  now  been  in  operation  for  fifteen 
months,  its  inception  being  described  in  detail  in  last  year's 
report.  Miss  Alice  M.  Farquhar,  its  accomplished  director, 
in  a  report  which  reflects  her  own  enthusiasm  as  well  as 
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the  inspiration  engendered  by  her  grateful  task,  gives  a  num- 
ber of  interesting  details  which  are  here  briefly  summar- 
ized: 

During  the  period  mentioned  the  Bureau  has  prepared 
230  different  outlines  on  177  subjects  and  has  served  337 
readers  who  have  steadfastly  followed  the  reading  courses 
prescribed  for  them.  At  the  end  of  the  year  151  active  stu- 
dents were  recorded,  besides  thirty  who  temporarily  sus- 
pended their  studies  to  be  resumed  later.  Many  study  clubs 
and  groups  were  supplied  with  systematically  prepared  ma- 
terial according  to  their  requirements.    Miss  Farquhar  says : 

The  courses  requested  have  been  on  every  conceiv- 
able subject,  87  per  cent  of  them  cultural,  the  remaining 
13  per  cent  largely  business  subjects  such  as  salesman- 
ship, advertising,  accounting,  business-letter  writing,  etc. 
There  have  been  repeated  requests  for  technical  courses 
such  as  engineering,  but  these  we  have  made  no  attempt 
to  fill.  In  popularity,  literature  in  its  many  subdivisions, 
such  as  modern,  classical,  special  forms  as  the  essay, 
poetry,  drama,  novel,  etc.,  and  the  literature  of  the  dif- 
ferent countries,  ranked  first ;  psychology,  a  term  covering 
a  variety  of  topics,  was  second,  Good  English,  third,  and 
High  School  Work  fourth. 

The  people  asking  for  these  courses  are  of  all  kinds 
and  of  all  degrees  of  education,  varying  from  those  with 
not  even  a  grade-school  training  to  those  with  a  college 
degree  and  a  technical  education.  The  former  usually 
desire  high  school  work  and  the  others  cultural  studies 
which  their  technical  courses  have  crowded  out.  All  ap- 
pear well  satisfied  with  the  service  rendered  and  many  re- 
port tangible  results  such  as  promotions,  the  passing  of 
examinations,  etc. 

Our  object  when  we  started  was  to  prepare  and 
adapt  knowledge  for  any  individual  and  give  it  to  him  in 
a  form  he  could  use,  with  as  little  red  tape  and  expense 
as  possible.  I  think  we  have  been  able  to  do  this.  We 
have  spent  almost  nothing  for  supplies  and  the  books  we 
have  purchased  have  been  marked  so  that  they  may  be 
used  in  a  general  reserve  collection  when  we  are  through 
with  them.  With  very  few  exceptions,  we  have  been 
able  to  issue  the  books  in  order  without  delay  or  inter- 
ruption. 

We  have  been  pioneers  in  our  particular  corner  of 
adult  education,  and  have  excited   interest  all  over  the 
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country,  many  libraries  expressing  interest  in  our  plan 
and  procedure.  We  have  also  had  requests  from  educa- 
tors all  over  the  country  to  be  kept  in  touch  with  the 
work. 

We  have  made  a  creditable  start  in  the  right  direc- 
tion, and  can  go  twice  as  far  in  1925  as  we  have  gone  in 
1924,  with  the  proper  amount  and  quality  of  help. 

An  important  by-product  of  the  work  of  the  Readers' 
Bureau  is  the  accumulation  of  a  large  number  of  valuable 
reading  lists  of  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  that  will  remain 
indefinitely  useful  and  might,  at  some  future  time,  be  pub- 
lished for  wider  distribution. 

A  third  development  of  our  endeavors  in  the  field 
of  adult  education  is  the  supplying  of  information  about 
educational  opportunities  open  to  the  adult  of  every  de- 
gree of  preparation  and  in  every  field  of  educational  en- 
deavor. The  collection  and  compilation  of  material  on 
this  subject  is  now  under  way. 

The  work  of  the  Civics  Division,  recorded  merely  as 
"volumes  consulted,"  is  more  properly  resolved  under  a 
number  of  subdivisions  which  reveal  its  interesting  and 
manifold  activities,  as  follows : 

Reference  Use 

Magazines    85,478 

Directories     65,871 

Public  documents    42,925 

Other  books   27,593 

Pamphlets  and  clippings   (packages) 19,175 

Maps   5,033 

Telephone  calls   2,051 

Circulation 

Public  documents    4,942 

Package   libraries    1,727 

Books    212 

In  the  Public  Documents  Division,  bound  volumes 
were  added  to  the  number  of  2,446,  and  unbound,  13,079. 
Package  library  material  aggregating  1,793  pieces,  was 
classified  and  assembled;  pamphlets  added,  3,549. 

The  room  for  Patent  Reports  was  opened  in  the  eve- 
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ning  beginning-  with  October  to  the  evident  satisfaction 
of  its  special  class  of  patrons.  Nearly  a  thousand  per- 
sons have  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  con- 
sult the  patent  reports  after  business  hours,  and  many 
have  expressed  their  appreciation  of  this  extension  of 
service. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the  acquisition  of  a 

complete  file  of  the  patent  specifications  of  the  German 

government,    from    1877    to    date.      These    publications 

have  been  in  much  demand  and  will  undoubtedly  become 

an  important  addition  to  our  collections. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  has  been  ma- 
terially increased  by  the  activities  of  three  organizations 
which  have  severally  undertaken  to  stimulate  and  pro- 
mote the  production  of  modern  publications  in  embossed 
type.  The  American  Red  Cross  has  organized  groups 
of  volunteers  who,  after  learning  the  simple  technique 
of  copying,  are  transcribing  current  reading  matter  of  an 
interesting  sort  into  Revised  Braille.  We  have  been 
asked  to  designate  titles  of  modern  fiction  and  non-fic- 
tion appropriate  for  such  use,  to  be  transcribed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Chicago  Chapter,  and  have  already  received 
over  3,400  pages,  comprising  thirty-five  complete 
volumes  in  Revised  Braille  as  the  first  product  of  this 
enterprise.  It  is  interesting  to  add  that  a  number  of 
blind  readers  have  asked  to  be  permitted  to  share  in 
this  work  of  transcription. 

Through  the  efiforts  of  the  American  Foundation 
for  the  Blind,  an  appropriation  has  been  included  in  the 
budget  of  the  U.  S.  Veteran's  Bureau  for  embossing 
sixty-eight  titles,  approximately  300  volumes,  of  the  best 
current  literature,  of  each  of  which  this  Library  will  re- 
ceive two  copies  as  issued. 

The  Permanent  Blind  Relief  War  Fund  has  pre- 
sented a  splendid  collection  of  embossed  books  in  French, 
which,  though  primarily  designed  for  war  veterans,  is 
being  extensively  used  by  sightless  high  school  and  uni- 
versity students  in  general.    The  same  organization  also 
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added  to  our  collection  an  important  assortment  of  books 
for  English  readers,  including  a  periodical  and  many 
titles  by  recent  authors,  all  in  modern  Braille. 

Eleven  Braille  periodicals  were  added  during  the 
year,  constituting  a  most  important  group  of  publications 
for  readers  to  whom  the  ordinary  channels  of  contact 
with  current  events  are  closed. 

Our  collection  now  comprises : 

Revised   Braille,  Grade   1^ 1,522  volumes 

Revised   Braille,   Grade  2 130  volumes 

Moon   1,357  volumes 

American  Braille   1,020  volumes 

N.  Y.  Point   257  volumes 

4,286  volumes 

Current  borrowers  number  557,  of  whom  293  are 
Chicagoans  and  264  non-residents.  The  number  of 
volumes  lent  was  33,113,  an  increase  of  9,396.  The  num- 
ber of  borrowers  increased  by  103. 

The  Music  Room  reports  the  accession  of  2,654  new 
borrowers,  raising  the  total  of  regular  patrons  to  5,494. 
The  number  of  bound  volumes  issued  was  12,386;  pieces 
of  sheet  music,  32,821.  The  collection  was  increased  by 
the  addition,  mainly  by  purchase,  of  441  volumes  and  276 
pieces.  Circulation  of  music  through  the  branches  ag- 
gregated 922  volumes  and  1,814  pieces. 

Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1923  1,305,140 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1924,  viz.: 

Purchased    178,798 

Gifts    6,524 

Binding,  periodicals   1,589 

Binding,  pamphlets  254 

Lost  and  recovered    1,800 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 1,087 

Replaced  by  borrowers  and  guarantors 133 

Transferred   from  Rental   Collection 3,363 

Gross    Accessions    193,548 

1,498,688 
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Deductions : 

Worn  out  and  discarded 69,269 

Withdrawn    1,764 

Lost  and  paid  for 9,126 

Unaccounted  for  1923 33,875 

Delinquent    1923 3,855 

Total   deductions 117,889 


Volumes  in   Library   December  31,   1924 1,380,799 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 
(Not   including   expenditures    from    Special    Funds) 

,     T .,  Books 

Main  Library 

Appropriation       Expenditures 
Current  and  extra  copies $  20,000.00  $  24,632.83 

Replacements     5,000.00  3,964.88 

Hughes  Room  1,200.00  1,457.02 

Pictures    250.00  250.09 

Civics   2,000.00  3,101.06 

Documents    500.00  350.54 

Music     400.00  421.21 

Blind    650.00  567.25 

Continuations     2,000.00  2,505.82 

Foreign    5,000.00  3,952.33 

Deposits    20,000.00  22,995.80 

School  Deposits   33,000.00  29,682.07 

Branch  Libraries 

Current  and  extra  copies 98,500.00  92,153.27 

Branch   Reserve    3,500.00  4,261.84 

Regional    Reserve    8,000.00  2,420.26 


$200,000.00  $192,716,27 

Periodicals  and  Newspapers   21,000.00  17,023.07 

Binding   85,000.00  99,764.96 

Periodicals 

Titles       Copies 

American  periodicals,  subscribed   for    592        4,639 

American  periodicals,  gifts    (incl.   Docs.) 595           616 

British  periodicals,  subscribed     88           139 

British  periodicals,  gifts    7               7 

Foreign  periodicals,  subscribed    63           126 

Foreign  periodicals,  gifts    9              9 

Foreign  periodicals  (pub.  in  U.S.),  subscribed     4              8 

Foreign  periodicals   (pub.  in  U.S.),  gifts    11              11 

1,369       5,555 
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Newspapers 

American  newspapers,  subscribed     100  103 

American  newspapers,  gifts    19  19 

British  newspapers,  subscribed    14  17 

British  newspapers,,  gifts     1  1 

Foreign  newspapers,  subscribed    27  31 

Foreign  newspapers,  gifts     1  1 

Foreign  newspapers   (pub.  in  U.S.),  subscribed    18  22 

Foreign  newspapers   (pub.  in  U.S.),  gifts    40  40 

220  234 
Catalog  Department 

New  titles  classified  and  cataloged 8,793 

Recataloged     2,130 

Additions  and  corrections 4,123 

Replacements,  extra  copies,  continuations 27,375 

Cards  added  to  public  card  catalog 33,989 

Cards  added  to  official    catalog 32,042 

Cards  added  to  foreign   card   catalog 15,706 

Cards  added  to  music  card  catalog 2,047 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered:    19,861;  received 18,237 

Multigraphed  :    lists,  91 ;  total  copies 14,952 

Multigraphed  :    cards 82,227 

Bindery  Department 

Total  number  of  volumes  handled 565,045 

Bound  and   rebound 137,483 

Repaired  by  Library  employees 57,199 

Repaired    at    Binderies 1,045 

Discarded     69,269 

Publications 
The  monthly  Book  Bulletin  and  the  Staff  News 
appeared  as  usual.  The  annual  cumulation  of  books 
added  during  the  preceding-  year,  the  Books  of  1923, 
was  issued  early  in  the  year.  A  useful  80-page  check 
list  of  "Periodicals  currently  received,"  arranged  by  title, 
class  and  location,  was  the  only  other  publication  of  the 
year.  Among  our  projects  for  the  coming  year  is  the 
publication  of  several  lists  of  books  in  foreign  tongues, 
copy  for  which  is  ready  or  may  be  easily  prepared.  It  is 
hoped,  also,  to  be  able  to  complete  and  publish  the  revised 
staff  rules  and,  possibly,  a  handbook  or  leaflet  of  informa- 
tion for  new  borrowers. 
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Administration 
The  schedule  of  staff  allotments  adopted  and  pub- 
lished by  the  Board  in  October  provides  for  306  persons 
in  the  Central  Library  and  488  in  the  branch  service,  a 
total  of  794,  exclusive  of  mechanical  and  labor  service 
which  comprises  73  persons  in  Main  and  Branches.  The 
staff  in  the  Central  Library  at  the  date  of  this  report 
numbers  306,  and  in  the  Branches,  438,  a  total  of  744. 
There  were  decidedly  few^er  changes  in  personnel,  even 
in  the  junior  and  untrained  grades,  the  turnover  for 
the  year  being  about  57  per  cent  as  against  70  per  cent 
in  1924.  Nine  civil  service  examinations  were  held,  of 
which  five  were  for  original  entrance  into  the  lower 
grades,  one,  for  grade  3,  both  promotional  and  original, 
and  three,  in  grades  5  and  6,  promotional  only.  The 
number  of  persons  entering  the  original  examinations 
was  471,  of  whom  295  were  passed  and  261  appointed. 
The  number  of  temporary  appointees  (juniors,  pages, 
etc.)  transferred  to  the  graded  service  through  these 
tests  M^as  224.  This  is  a  notable  decrease  in  the  roster 
of  temporary  employees  and  is  in  line  with  the  policy  of 
the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  reduce  that  class  to  the 
lowest  possible  figure.  Promotional  examinations,  for 
grade  3  and  upwards,  were  taken  by  145  members  of 
the  staff  of  whom  79  were  passed.  From  the  lists  of 
eligibles  thus  created,  31  promotions  have  thus  far  been 
made,  together  with  61  promotions  made  from  lists  re- 
sulting from  previous  examinations.  Among  those  who 
were  thus  inducted  into  the  permanent  service  were  all 
of  the  twenty-three  members  of  the  Training  Class  of 
1923-24.  There  are  now  128  Training  Class  graduates 
in  the  service. 

The  question  of  training  is  one  that  continually  con- 
fronts us  in  a  staff  so  largely  made  up  of  young  people 
who  enter  the  service  without  previous  preparation  of 
any  sort.  The  Training  Class  serves  admirably  within 
its  scope  and  its  graduates  are  quickly  absorbed  into  the 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  33 

various  branches  of  work.  But  the  large  group  of  junior 
helpers  below  the  Training  Class  grade,  though  their 
duties  are  of  the  simplest  nature,  require  a  certain 
amount  of  direction  that  must  be  provided  as  an  inci- 
dent in  the  day's  work. 

With  the  object  of  affording  the  juniors  an  oppor- 
tunity of  forming  at  least  a  general  notion  of  the  organ- 
ization and  purpose  of  the  institution  as  a  whole,  we 
recently  began  a  course  of  Junior  lectures  which  were 
given  once  a  week  for  eight  weeks  at  an  hour  when  all 
employees  of  that  grade  could  be  assembled.  For  the 
present  this  arrangement  includes  only  the  Central 
Library  stafif,  but  the  results,  in  awakened  interest  and 
perceptibly  improved  morale,  seem  to  justify  an  effort 
to  extend  the  plan  to  the  branches,  perhaps  divided  into 
three  geographical  groups. 

The  Staff  Association  has  applied  itself  to  another 
phase  of  the  same  general  problem  and,  early  in  the 
spring,  organized  a  course  of  six  lectures  on  literary 
topics  by  Prof.  Franklyn  B.  Snyder  of  Northwestern 
University.  A  small  subscription  fee  was  asked,  and 
the  lectures,  given  in  the  forenoon,  were  open  to  all 
employees  able  to  attend  by  arrangement  of  working 
schedules.  The  response  was  so  large  that  the  Associa- 
tion not  only  derived  a  substantial  pecuniary  profit  from 
the  venture  but  has  resolved  to  promote  similar  courses 
as  a  permanent  feature  of  its  work  in  the  future.  Plans 
for  a  longer  and  more  diversified  course  in  1925  are 
already  in  progress. 

In  the  higher  grades  of  the  service  our  staff  would 
be  greatly  strengthened  by  the  introduction  of  a  number, 
not  necessarily  large,  of  thoroughly  trained  assistants 
with  experience  acquired  in  other  large  institutions  of 
th'a  country.  Such  an  injection  of  "new  blood"  is  always 
wholesome  and  occasionally  needful  to  maintain  req- 
uisite standards  of  efficiency.  Our  own  training  facil- 
ities, designed  for  the  preparation  of  beginners  only,  fall 
far  short  of  providing  an  adequate  basis  of  professional 
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education,  and  the  too  rapid  promotion  of  immature 
or  inadequately  trained  assistants  to  positions  for  which 
they  are  not  ready  is  demonstrably  injurious  to  the  or- 
ganization as  well  as  to  the  employee.  There  is  no  in- 
surmountable difficulty  in  the  civil  service  rules  to  in- 
viting non-residents  into  our  service.  The  number  of 
qualified  persons,  on  the  other  hand,  available  or  likely 
to  be  attracted  by  such  an  invitation  is  very  small.  One 
of  our  direst  needs  in  the  Chicago  library  field  is  a  pro- 
fessional school  for  librarians,  which  should  be  organized 
on  a  graduate  basis  in  close  affiliation  with  one  of  the 
universities.  An  institution  of  this  sort  would  not  only 
provide  a  permanent  solution  for  our  staflf  problems  and 
deficiencies,  but  would  operate  to  raise  standards  of 
service  and  of  the  whole  conception  of  the  ideals  of 
librarianship  to  a  level  never  yet  attained  in  this  com- 
munity. 

The  Library  was  represented  at  the  annual  con- 
ference of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  by  six  official  delegates  besides  nine 
other  members  of  the  staff  who  attended  the  conference 
at  their  own  expense.  Miss  Pearl  Field,  as  chairman  of 
the  Lending  Section,  arranged  an  interesting  program 
and  conducted  two  successful  meetings  of  that  important 
department  of  the  conference.  Miss  Dorothy  Dillon  con- 
tributed a  paper  to  the  same  program  and  Miss  Alice  M. 
Farquhar  took  an  active  part  in  the  discussions  on  the 
subject  of  adult  education,  with  special  reference  to  our 
own  experiments  in  this  direction.  Other  members  of 
our  delegation  were  equally  active  in  the  group  confer- 
ences dealing  with  topics  within  their  several  specialties. 
Miss  Whitcomb,  as  president  of  the  Illinois  Library  As- 
sociation, conducted  the  meetings  of  that  body  in  Bloom- 
ington  in  October,  where  the  Library  was  represented  by 
5  official  delegates  and  16  other  members  of  the  staff, 
including  two  who  were  sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Staff 
Association.  Miss  Field  is  president  of  the  Chicago 
Library  Club  for  the  current  year.     Miss  Singley  served 
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as  secretary  of  the  Professional  Training  section  of  the 
national  association.  The  Librarian  is  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Board  and  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  same  organization.  It  has  long 
been  a  settled  policy  to  encourage  participation  in  the  activ- 
ities of  the  professional  organizations,  which  not  only  indi- 
cates a  recognition  of  merit  and  ability  on  the  part  of  indi- 
viduals, and  of  the  value  of  their  professional  contributions, 
but  results,  as  well,  in  genuine  benefit  to  the  Library 
through  the  inspiration  and  profitable  knowledge  gained 
through  contacts  and  acquaintances  thus  established. 
The  small  cost  to  the  Board  of  providing  for  official 
representation  at  the  national  and  state  conventions  is 
undoubtedly  justifiable  as  a  wise  and  proper  expendi- 
ture. 

A  steadily  increasing  number  of  requests  is  received 
from  local  organizations  of  various  sorts  for  speakers 
from  the  Library  staff  to  address  meetings,  luncheon 
assemblies  or  other  audiences.  These  calls  are  re- 
sponded to  whenever  possible,  and  are  regarded  as  a 
legitimate  tax  upon  the  time  of  those  who  are  designated 
to  represent  the  Library  in  this  capacity.  The  topic  is 
nearly  always  the  Public  Library  and  its  work,  or  some 
special  phase  of  it,  as,  for  example,  the  work  with  schools 
and  children,  which  has  been  presented  at  a  number  of 
meetings  of  Parent-Teachers  clubs  and  other  educational 
groups  by  the  head  of  the  School  Department.  The 
Librarian  has  addressed  many  noonday  meetings  of  the 
Kiwanis,  Lions  and  similar  clubs,  besides  special  gather- 
ings such  as  the  City  Club  Symposium  on  Junior  High 
Schools.  Branch  librarians  are  occasionally  called  upon 
to  contribute  to  the  programs  of  local  organizations. 
The  Director  of  the  Training  Class  presented  the  voca- 
tional aspects  of  librarianship  to  no  less  than  nineteen 
groups  of  students  in  high  schools  and  colleges. 

The  accomplishments  and  progress  of  the  year,  as 
recorded  in  the  foregoing  pages,  have  been  made  possible 
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only  through  the  loyal  and  unwavering  cooperation  of  the 
large  group  of  earnest  and  eager  workers  who  compose 
this  staff.  Their  sustained  interest  and  devotion,  their 
indefatigable  industry  and  their  inspired  zeal  for  the 
continued  welfare  of  the  Library  merit  the  highest  recog- 
nition of  the  Board,  as  they  here  are  tendered  the  deepest 
gratitude  of  the  Librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  January  26,  1925. 
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1,432 

2,574 

7,659 

1875 
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53,956 

1,147,862 

1900 
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63 
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1,749,775 

1905 
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18,436 
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78 

681 

73,368 
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1916 

701,059 
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82,158 

13.006 

37 

907 

289,504 

4,802,432 

1917 

806,172 

140,645 

130,929 

3.875 

4S7 

1,194 

334,930 

5,602,806 

1918 

882,566 

123,312 

112.857 

6,759 

49 

1,178 

350,690 

7,061,180 

1919 

1,011,963 

141,273 

130,841 

6,135 

50 

1,515 

362,055 

7,509,267 

1920 

1,075,292 

137,850 

126,990 

7,032 

52 

1,740 

393,573 

7,651,928 

1921 

1,099,711 

98,005 

88,246 

4,704 

46 

2,063 

423,164 

7,472,768  1, 

1922 

1,213,8'35 

221,672 

209,957 

5,925 

44 

2.171 

419,722 

8,825,773  1, 

1923 

1,305,140 

201,051 

185,164 

7,758 

45 

2,797 

459,636 

9,901,576  1, 

1924 

1,380,799 

193,548 

178,798 

6.524 

46 

3,062 

501,716 

10,613,978  1, 

1  Delivery  Stations. 

3  Branch  Reading  Rooms,  non-circulating;  first  one  established  18 
s  Includes  Blackstone  Branch,  opened  for  circulation  April  1,  190 
t  Six  of  these  were  converted  into  circulating  branches  in  1910. 
s  "Other  agencies"  henceforth  includes  Traveling  Libraries,  Dcpc 
8  All  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches,  : 
T  Since   1917  this  figure  includes   seven  high   school  libraries. 


Number  of  Volumes 

Branch  Juvenile  Adult  Total 

1.  Legler   15,582  30,158  45,740 

2.  Woodlawn   8,370  15,133  23,503 

3.  Douglas   8,963  9,564  18,527 

4.  Sheridan    5,167  13,156  18,323 

5.  Kelly    7,561  13,669  21,230 

6.  Humboldt    7,277  8,209  15,486 

7.  Albany   6,807  7,571  14,378 

8.  Shedd    6,927  5,623  12,550 

9.  Austin     7,249  12,355  19,604 

15.  Lewis    5,625  13,623  19,248 

11.  Rogers    5,137  9,595  14,732 

12,  Blackstoiie     6,253  16,216  22,469 

13  Logan     5,308  6,993  12,301 

H,  W.  N.  Ave 4,150  5,032  9,182 

li.  Broadway    4,421  6,757  11,178 

)gden    5,263  6,330  11,593 

B.Hamilton    5,162  6,011  11,173 

Lincoln     3,690  8,674  12,364 

19.  Eckhart    4,080  4,008  8,088 

».  Jewish    People's  . . .  3,296  4,697  7.993 

!1.  Bessemer     2,861  3,358  6,219 

SHolstein     2,684  2,478  5.162 

.'3  Independence    2,298  3,581  5,879 

:<■  Hamlin     3,538  3,910  7,448 

■IMcKinley    2,871  3,289  6,160 

"  Hardin  3,863  3,740  7,603 

Sherman     2,491  3,154  5,645 

Dvorak     2,410  2,503  4,913 

•'Seward    3,527  3,410  6.937 

*CorneU     1,807  1,542  3,349 

'Fuller   2,701  2,949  5,650 

:  Kosciuszko    2,322  2,434  4,756 

?  Walker     4,027  7.128  11,155 

J  Pulaski     2,907  1,141  4,048 

■;  Stanton     3,133  2,937  6,070 

*  Davis    1,222  1.646  2,868 

■:wrse     2,175  2.149  4,324 

,J  Forestville   1,694  2,099  3,793 

Stanford    1,480  809  2,289 

jwnlan  School 

loial-Branches    ....   176,299  257,631'  433,930 

•Stanford; — Reopened  Oct.  6,  1924. 


\  Harrison    8,092 

Jl^ustin    10,326 

uke  View   8,647 

'?"shall    8,364 

;  fnglewood    8,633 

•  yndblom     5  471 

\  ^™n    9i843 

i;;>]-High  Schools 59,376 

■^'—Branches  and 

%h  Schools 


TABLE  OF  HOME  CIRCULATION  IN  BRANCHES— 1924 

Circulation— JtA'ENiLE  Circulation— Adult  Circulation 

c-.  ..  r^°P-  ^  Non-  Grand                                                     Turn-    Attend 

fiction  Fiction  Total  Fiction  Fiction  Total  Total  Gain  Loss  %       over       ance 

90,702  36,503  127.205  180,528  71,860  252,388  379,593  36,742  10 

83,272  24,264  107,536  160,172  05,18/  225,359  332,895  41,307  ...  12 

103,787  65,772  169,559  92,826  44,594  137,420  306,979  6  767  ...  2 

58,731  19.952  78.683  143.409  56.697  200.106  278.789  14.348  5 

80.086  25.652  105,738  119,952  42.183  162,145  267,883  13,143  5 

98,125  51,424  149.549  77.219  34.925  112.144  261,693  19,568  7 

81,331  32,801  114,132  117,568  29,971  147,539  261,671  36,834  14 

95,069  45,563  140.632  65.113  3S.17D  103,283  243,915        5,736  2 

68,657  19,141  87,798  102,260  38,104  140,364  228,162  27,314  12 

50.756  19,128  69,884  96,147  36.471  132.618  202,502         1.984  1 

46.184  18,444  64,628  88,550  32.751  121.301  185,929  9,239  5 

40,784  13,545  54.329  88,812  38,721  127,533  181,862  8,146  4 

65,578  21,331  86,909  66.554  26.542  93.096  180.005  23.631  13 

59,570  28,478  88,048  61.345  20.094  81,439  169,487  10,949  6 

41,389  18,418  59,807  79,455  26,544  105,999  165.806  14,947  9 

67,607  21.619  89.226  58.242  16.578  74,820  164.046  12.080  7 

58.156  14.796  72,952  62.555  20.783  83.338  156.290  36  .  0 

35.460  18.359  53.819  54,590  23,989  78.579  132.398  2  797  ..  2 

54.222  29.656  83,878  30.145  17.999  48.144  132.022        4  595  3 

45,285  29,724  75.009  31,855  13.870  45.725  120.734  11.000  9 

39,747  17,480  57,227  37.349  19.089  56.438  113.665  8.178  .   .  7 

42,704  32,866  75.570  20,618  14.836  35,454  111.024  4  985  ...  4 

36.836  13.343  50.179  42,547  15.593  58,140  108,319  5,435  5 

42.973  18,822  61.795  31,827  10,911  42.738  104,533  10,750  10 

38,681  19.995  58.676  31,061  14,031  45,092  103,768  713          .  0 

33.633  19,608  53,241  34,017  12,756  46,773  100,014  19,666  .  20 

47,026  12,961  59.987  28,799  10.499  39.298  99285  4183  4 

29.960  22.837  52.797  25.409  18,158  43.567  %;364  3',605  '.'.'.'.'  4 

38.436  20.948  59.384  30,043  6.867  36,910  96  294  5  973  6 

31,998  20,326  52.324  16.908  11,441  28,349  80673  9044  11 

30.974  15,263  46,237  25,692  8.050  33,742  79.979  ..  9  377  12 
28.759  14,555  43.314  22.255  9,320  31575  74,889  572  .....  0 
19.107  6,583  25.690  31.609  14,341  45.950  71.640  7.205  ....  10 

31.681  20,587  52.268  10,462  g,875  19.337  71,605  64  172  89 

25.305  16.245  41,550  18.558  6,715  25,273  66,823  ....  4,033  6 

16,509  13.513  30.022  12.359  15,227  27.586  57.608  ....  2.918  5 

22,558  10,919  33,477  15,179  4,665  19,844  53,321  ....  2,109  4 

12,591  10.720  23,311  17,327  8,775  26,102  49,413  10.821  22 

6.320  4.247  10,567  2,429  1,222  3,651  14.218  14,218  0 

■  ■■■  ■■■■  46,553  ....  ....  ....  46.553  7,800  17 

1,900,549  866,388  2,813,490  2,231,745  '907.414    '3,139.159  5,952,649    '466.168  30,752 
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11 
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18 
22 
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14 
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14 
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18 
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13 
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235.237 
145.269 
185.302 
115,033 
160.487 
146.983 
70.652 
81.556 
82.921 
141,598 
82,781 
132,799 
90,964 
58,646 
65.843 
97.512 
90.504 
56,508 
118.090 
110.783 
75,240 
61,255 
44.431 
75.667 
62.095 
80,447 
55,873 
76,434 
64.104 
51,689 
77.634 
50,616 
26,073 
56,386 
47,080 
46,584 
54,179 
35,986 
10,793 


4,385 
7,116 
12,152 
5.044 
11,524 
10,075 
3,633 
5,404 
12,000 
10,708 
4.942 
7,931 
3.967 
3.512 
3,550 
5,120 
5,585 
3,158 
3,466 
2,858 
10,560 
1,674 
5,706 
3.858 
4,050 
3,321 
3.006 
3,198 
2,752 
777 
1,827 
2,812 
468 
0 
1,216 
657 
1,405 
0 
75 


11,817 
13.994 
30,823 
9,121 
18,979 
52,073 
/,326 
11,864 
K',490 
6,965 
8,804 
6,267 
3,427 
16,867 
6,297 
14,093 
12,653 
7,263 
6,028 
3,390 
22,380 
2,534 
16,805 
26,678 
15,935 
9,924 
7,214 
2,725 
579 
603 
3,847 
.',265 
73 
0 
738 
633 
14,441 
0 
29 


3,322,034     173.492     390.944 
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8,092 
10,326 
8,647 
8,364 
8,633 
5,471 
9,843 
59,376 

493,306 


45.584 
33.726 
20.920 
36.478 
21.054 
31,288 
13,836 
202.886 


52.809 
48,951 
55.580 
37.121 
41.612 
27.292 
42.081 
'305.446' 


98.393 

82.677 
76500 
73.599 
62.666 
58,580 
55.917 
508.332 


98.393 
82.677 
76,500 
73.599 
62.666 
58,580 
55.917 
508,332 


3.647,491     6,460,981 


15.241  15 

3.617  4 

23,504  31 

10,430  14 

16.523  26 

6.579  11 

5.663  10 

81.557  

516,973  


75,879 
76,253 
72,535 
66,595 
63,868 
79,227 
82,230 
■516,587' 


2.070 

1.855 

2.246 

410 

4,165 

459 

1.743 

'  12.948 


1,153 

2.128 

47 

2,754 

2S9 

8.279 


3,838,621      186,440     399,223 
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15.544.99 
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1880 
1885 
1890 

67,772 
111,621 
156,242 

8,440 
6,836 
10.908 

7.799 
5.692 
10,073 

641 

1,144 

835 

18.635 
25,906 
36,478 

306.751 
519,691 
843,971 

33,765.58 

7.404.52 

14,558.84 

■AS 

454,420 
643.714 

6,899.14 

28,620.77 

45 

18i 

200,257 

2,830 

80,08'5.47 

11.148.66 

45,919.61 

71 

1895 

1900 

211,157 
258,498 

18,485 
12.911 

16.727 
9,651 

975 
1.622 

53,956 

79,605 

1,147.862 
1,749,775 

545,866 

3,816 

139.068.21 

19.431.18 

75.167.78 

no 

6] 

60i 

606,384 

1.143.391 

5.769 

213,794.29 

12.476.70 

131.085.22 

210 

1905 
1910 

304,510 
402,848 

22.879 
55.990 

18,436 
51,482 

73,368 
111,684 

1,336.199 
I.80S.012 

547.542 
520.019 

788.657 

4.400 

217.502.50 

19,884.79 

135.073.01 

173 

2,693 

17, 

88, 

149,145 

1,135,848 

5.938 

306,897.32 

45,520.85 

179.499.42 

245 

1915 

627,619 

75,837 

69,305 

3.901 

32. 

866j 

260.955 

4,326,057 

709,678 

2,150,776 

1.465.603 

14.184 

409.735.03 

61.661.31 

265.435.82 

3bO 

1916 

701,059 

100,527 

82.158 

13.006 

37 

907 

289.504 

4.802,432 

700,909 

2,462,684 

1.638.839 

15.694 

469.983.33 

72,171.42 

289.348.75 

402 

1917 

806,172 

140,645 

130,929 

3.875 

45, 

1,194 

334.930 

5,602.806 

799,653 

2,933,619 

1.869.534 

18,491 

577,197.33 

112,556.34 

325.938.88 

48'9 

1918 

882,566 

123.312 

112,857 

6,759 

49 

1,178 

350,690 

7,061,180 

804.705 

4,051,818 

2.204.657 

23,151 

651.989.51 

101.044.01 

382.143.53 

521 

1919 

1,011,963 

141,273 

130.841 

6.135 

50 

1.515 

362.055 

7,509.267 

327,353 

4,414,653 

2.267,261 

24.702 

849.264.01 

112.716.52 

477.101.86 

570 

1920 

1,075,292 

137.850 

126.990 

7.032 

52 

1,740 

393.573 

7.651.928 

859.998 

4,411,124 

2,380,806 

25,006 

948,746.28 

105,465.93 

572.393.32 

629 

1921 

1,099,711 

98.005 

88.246 

4,704 

46 

2,063 

423.164 

7.472,768 

1,039.638 

3,992,212 

2,440,918 

24,501 

848,778.78 

99.410.32 

539.054.56 

520 

1922 

1,213,835  221,672 

209.957 

5.925 

44 

2,171 

419.722 

8,825,773 

1,085.523 

5.092,698 

2.647.552 

28,937 

1.221,319.39 

285,049.93 

680.163.73 

685 

1923 

1,305,140 

201,051 

1S5.164 

7,758 

45 

2,797 

459.636 

9,901,576 

1,138,142 

5.944.008 

2,819.426 

32,571 

1.255.321.20 

223,901.80 

801,187.12 

761 

1924 

1,380.799 

193,548 

178,798 

6.524 

46 

3,062 

501,716 

10,613,978 

1,213,753 

6.460,981 

2.939.244 

34.800 

1.377.741.26 

206.188.05 

912.681.47 

817 

1  Delivery  Stations. 

a  Branch  Reading  Rooms,  non-circulating;  first  one  established  1891. 

8  Includes  Blackstone  Branch,  opened  for  circulation  April  1,  1905,  and  6  Branch   Reading   Rooms. 

1  Six   of  these  were  converted   into  circulating  branches  in   1910. 

s  "Other  agencies"   henceforth   includes   Traveling   Libraries,   Deposit  Stations   and   School  Deposits. 

«  All  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches,   1910-11. 

7  Since   1917  this  figure   includes   seven  high   school  libraries. 


RVEY,  1873-1924 
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1,002 
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65,271 
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54,330.72 

6,899.14 

28,620.77 

45 

714 

200,257 

2,830 

80,085.47 

11,148,66 

45,919.61 

71 

996 

545,866 

3,816 

139,068.21 

19,431.18 

75,167.78 
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384 

1,143,391 

5,769 

213,794.29 

12,476.70 

131,085.22 

210 

542 

788,657 

4,400 

217,502.50 

19,884.79 

135,073.01 

173 

319 

149,145 

1,135,84& 

5,938 

306,897.32 

45,52085 

179,499.42 

245 

78 

2,150,776 

1,465,603 

14,184 

409,735.03 

61,661.31 

265,435.82 

350 

509 

2,462,684 

1,638,839 

15,694 

469,983.33 

72,171.42 

289,348.75 

402 

553 

2,933,619 

1,869,534 

18,491 

577,197.33 

112,556.34 

325,938.88 

489 

705 

4,051,818 

2,204,657 

23,151 

651,989.51 

101,044.01 

382,143.53 

521 

53 

4,414,653 

2,267,261 

24,702 

849,264.01 

112,716.52 

477,101.86 

570 

398 

4,411,124 

2,380,806 

25,006 

948,746.28 

105,465.93 

572,393.32 

629 

538 

3,992,212 

2,440,918 

24,501 

848,778.78 

99,410.32 

539,054.56 

520 

23 

5,092,698 

2,647,552 

28,937 

1,221,319.39 

285,049.93 

680,163.73 

685 

142 

5,944,008 

2,819,426 

32,571 

1,255,321.20 

223,901.80 

801,187.12 

761 

75-3 

6,460,981 

2,939,244 

34,800 

1,377,741.26 

206,188.05 

912,681.47 

817 

nd  6  Branch   Reading  Rooms. 
Stations  and   School  Deposits. 
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CLASS] 

[FIED    CII 

^CULAl 

TON    IN 

BRANCHES    AND 

HIGH 

schools- 

1924 

Class 

Juvenile 

Percentage     Adult 

Percentage    Total    Percentage 

000 

1,133 

.04 

7,6,24 

.23 

8,757 

.13 

100 

446 

.02 

34,551 

.97 

34,997 

.54 

200 

25,276 

.09 

15,630 

.42 

40,906 

.63 

300 

81,671 

2.94 

92,990 

2.54 

174,661 

2.72 

398 

317,018 

1145 

317,018 

4.94 

400 

l(y 

.003 

12,112 

.ZZ 

12,188 

.19 

500 

39,044 

1.41 

60,608 

1.66 

99,652 

1.55 

600 

46,706 

1.68 

102,919 

2.82 

149,625 

2.33 

700 

49,013 

1.77 

67,249 

1.84 

116,262 

1.81 

800 

84,534 

3.05 

212,225 

5.81 

296,759 

4.62 

900-09  ) 
930-99  j 

76,954 

2.78 

130,839 

3.58 

207,793 

3.23 

910 

75,093 

2.71 

59,987 

1.64 

135,080 

2.10 

920 

44,675 

1.61 

67,279 

1.84 

111,954 

1.74 

Fiction 

1,900,549 

68.68 

2,434,631 

66.74 

4,335,180 

67.58 

Rental 

46,153 

1.26 

46,153 

.71 

Magazines    24,749 

.89 

157,125 

4.30 

181,874 

2.83 

Foreign 

145,569 

3.98 

145,569 

2.26 

2,766,937 

3,647,491 

6,414,428 

Scanlan 

School    (not   classified) 

'otal    Circulation 

46,553 

Grand    1 

6.460.981 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 
Circulation  for  1924 


Deposit 

*Archer  Ave 7,411 

Armitage   11,592 

Association  House 67,091 

*Avalon    Park 7,504 

Avondale  11,579 

♦Belmont   Park 2,687 

Bethany   Union 5,824 

Birchwood  4,363 

Brotherhood    House 14,667 

Chase   House 12,175 

Cheltenham   22,740 

Chicago  Ave 9,433 

Chicago  Commons    10,666 

Chicago  Lawn    33,888 

*Cicero    Ave 6,721 

♦Cleveland    18,202 

Columbus    Park 3,631 

*Dauphin   Park 12,080 

*Diversey    4,618 

Drexel    6,079 

Dunning     13,243 

*E.    Austin 7>12 

E.  47th    St 11,662 

E.  61st   St 10,321 

Edison   Park 14,908 

Eleanor   Social    Center..  28,600 

Fernvirood    10,109 


Stations 

Gads    Hill    Center 

Gage    Park 

Garden   Homes 

^Good   Will 

*Grace   Episcopal    Church 

Grand  Ave 

Grand  Crossing   

Greenview    

Gresham    

Hegewisch    

*Hermosa    

Emil   G.   Hirsch   Center. 

House  of  Happiness.... 

Jackson    Park 

Jefferson    Park 

Lakeview     

Larrabee 
*Lawndale 
♦Lawrence 

Le    Moyne    .... 

Lincoln-Belden 

Lincoln    Square 

Longwood     .... 

Mayfair      

Mont    Clare    . . . 

Montrose     

Normal    Park    . 


St. 


Ave. 


37,165 
22,481 
19,457 
10,534 

1,805 
14,670 
10,265 

6,742 
17,375 
15,095 

1,888 

3,139 
16,651 
26,997 
30,529 
12,805 
24,696 
20,434 

6,109 
38,253 
14,782 
11,186 
17,106 
13,632 
20,498 

9,421 
15,442 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 
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N.  Clark  St 6,210 

Norwood   Park   17,926 

Olivet  Bapt.  Church....  5,419 

*Onward   Presbv.   Church  5,080 

Park  Manor  67,451 

Portage    Park    11,576 

Ravenswood     21,547 

Roscland    25,626 

Sacramento     16,871 

St.  Louis  15,702 

Samaritan    14,434 

So.  Ashland  Ave 28,149 

So.  Chicago  Center 4,538 

So.  Chicago  N.  House..  3,084 

Southport  Ave 20,828 

So.    Western    Ave 6,223 

Business  Ho 

\V.  D.   Allen  Mfg.  Co..  468 
American      Bank      Note 

Co 1.569 

American  Medical  Ass'n  1,288 

Armour  Packing  Co 10,381 

Automatic    Elec.    Co....  1,977 

Belden  Mfg.   Co 1,379 

Boston   Store 6,203 

Butler   Brothers 1,852 

*J.  W.  Butler   Paper  Co.  254 

*Chicago   Trust  Co 380 

Davis  Dry  Goods  Co...  4,637 

*Ederheimer  Stein  &  Co.  475 

The  Fair 1,380 

Federal  Reserve  Bank..  14,046 

Marshall   Field  &  Co...  21,817 

*Marshall    Field— Whole- 
sale      4,236 

Foley  &   Co 2,818 

Goodman    Mfg.    Co 2,665 

G.    H.   Hammond 1,840 

Hart   Schaffner  &  Marx 

Co 4,425 

Hart    Schafifner-Franklin  688 

Hart  Schaffner-Tripp...  2,470 

111.  Bell  Tel.  Exchgs....  8,897 

111.  Steel  Co 2,024 

*T.  S.  Kemper  &  Co 1,578 

L.    Klein 380 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co....  908 
Kuppenheimer      &      Co. 

No.    3 673 

La  Salle  Extension 6,626 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co 199 

Lyon    &    Healy 1,669 

Mail  Order  Co 491 

McCutcheon-Gerson     . . .  743 

Mitchell  Brothers  &  Co.  921 


^Stanford    Park    27,728 

Stony   Island    9,707 

Trumbull   Park   24,228 

Wakeford    13,685 

W.   Division  Institute...  7,636 

W.  Harrison   St 13,192 

*W.   Ohio   St 4,025 

W.  Pullman   18,971 

W.  Ravenswood   30,246 

W.    16th    St 41,290 

W.   12th   St 32,397 

Willow   St 13,122 

Windsor    Park    14,825 

Total    1,323,039 

use  Deposits 

Montgomery     Ward     & 

Co 26,999 

*Montgomer3'    Ward    No. 

2     223 

Montgomery    Ward    No. 

3     5,351 

National   Biscuit    Co 7,703 

*National    City    Bank....  1,138 

Northern  Trust  Co 3.116 

Peoples   Gas  Light  Co..  3,782 

Philipsborn    Co 5,923 

Post    Office 10,789 

Rosenwald   &   Weil 1,943 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co...  15,849 

A.  W.  Shaw  Co 1,250 

Sprague   Warner 6,843 

A.  Stein  &  Co 1,934 

Union    Special    Machine 

Co 359 

Union  Trust  Co 1,020 

U.  S.  Rubber  Co 430 

U.   S.  Veterans  Bureau..  8,384 

United  Cigar  Stores  Co.  1,840 

U.  of  C.  Press 1,081 

*Wahl  Co.. 1,030 

*Ward  Baking  Co 126 

*Ward  Baking  No.  4....  24 

Western    Electric    Co...  22,598 

^Western  Electric-Clinton  2,439 

Western  Union  Tel.   Co.  10,077 

*W.    A.    Wieboldt   &   Co.  74 
*W.    A.   Wieboldt  &   Co. 

No.   2 52 

Wm.   Wriglev  Jr.   Co...  1,492 

Yellow  Cab  Mfg.  Co...  908 


Total     257.134 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 


FIFTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


39 


Special  Deposits 


Amalg.  Cloth.  Workers. 
Auburn  Park  Church... 

*Bateman   School 

Belden    Avenue    Baptist 

Church   

Bethel     Evangelical 

Church     

Brethern  Mission 

♦Calumet    High    School.. 
Chicago  &  Cook  County 

School    

Chicago   State   Hospital.. 

♦Chicago   Typo.    School.. 

♦Chicago  Woman's  Aid.. 

Commercial  Cont.  School 

Cook  County  Hospital.. 

♦County   Jurors 

De  Paul  University 

♦Fellowship    House 

♦Fourth   Presby.   Church. 

Gladstone   Com.    Center. 

♦Gladstone  Rec.   Center. . 

♦Grace  M.  E.  Church 

♦Greeley    School 

♦Hoyne  Cont.  School.... 

♦Hull    House 

♦111.    Children's   H.    &   A. 

Soc 

111.   Training  School.... 

♦Isaiah   Community   Hse. 

Juvenile     Psychopathic 

Inst 

Knights  of  Columbus... 

*K.  of  C.  Genoa   Council 

Marks  Nathan  Home... 

♦Mateer    Hotels 

Methodist's  O.  P.  Home 

Michael  Reese  Hospital. 

♦Moody  Bible   Institute.. 

♦M  organ     Park     High 

School    

Mt.    Sinai    Hospital 

Municipal    Tuber.    San.. 

National    Kind.    College. 

New  First  Cong.  S.  Sch. 

♦Northern  States  Mission 

♦North   Park   College.... 

♦Onward   Presby.   Church 

♦Orr-Austin    School 

Our    Lady    of     Sorrows 

Church     

♦Parker    School 

Presbyterian    Hospital  . . 

♦Ravenswood  Hospital... 

Recreational     Training 

School    


1,786 

850 

50 

839 

958 

1,024 

466 

1,431 

3,995 

724 

32 

6,482 

15,327 

303 

3,351 

1,961 

851 

940 

150 

131 

2,150 

1,196 

4,493 

64 
304 
395 

184 
1,293 

387 
2,638 

131 

360 
3,266 

170 

100 
125 

8,713 

2,480 

427 

621 

525 
2,033 


8,060 
316 

4,773 
209 

175 


Rotary  Club  420 

Ruth  Club 732 

♦St.  Luke's  Hospital S,513 

♦St.  Margaret  Mary  Club  406 

St.  Nicholas    Church....  1,593 

♦St.  Paul   Cong.   Church.  205 

St.  Stephens    School 1,701 

♦Scout  Troop  No.  50....  200 

♦Scout  Troop  No.  309...  936 

So.  Chgo.  Cont.  Sch....  3,141 

So.  Div.   Cont.   Sch 10,997 

♦Spalding  School 250 

Thoburn  Meth.   Church.  830 

♦Tilden   Tech   High    Sch.  100 

Trinity    S.    School 677 

♦Union    League    Founda- 
tion      2,580 

♦Waller    High    School...  150 

Wesley  Hospital 2,150 

♦Winchell    Cont.    Sch....  250 
Winchell  Cont.  Sch.  No. 

2     6,667 

W.  &  C.  Hospital 637 

Y.M.C.A.    Central 1,689 

♦Y.M.C.A.  Hyde  Park...  347 

Y.M.C.A.  Wilson   Ave..  370 

Y.W.C.A.    Central 2,047 

Y.W.C.A.    Indiana   Ave.  1,072 

Y.W.C.A.  Indus.  S.  C.  2,337 

Camp    Algonquin 600 

Arden   Shore   Camp 90 

Camp   Beard 362 

Camp  Fire  Girls  Camp.  450 

Council    Camp 200 

Crippled  Child.  Camp...  360 

Forest   Beach   Camp 450 

Fourth  Presby.  Camp-B.  150 

Fourth  Presby.  Camp-G.  120 

Girl   Scouts   Camp 1,359 

Camp    Gray 250 

Halsted   St.  Camp 75 

Camp    Hammond 60 

Lincoln  Centre  Camp...  200 

Camp    MacDonald 360 

Camp    Millhurst 300 

New  First  Church  Camp  450 

Oval  Lodge  Camp 50 

Recreation    Train.     Sch. 

Camp    19 

Swift   Camp 900 

Sunset  Camp 50 

U.  of  C.  Camp 120 

Camp    West 360 

Camp   Wooster 360 

Total     143,731 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 

Volumes  Total      Net  Acces- Volumes  in 

IN  Library  Accessions,        signs.  Library 

Dec.  31,  1923  1924  1924       Dec.  31, '24 

000  General  Works 18,141  1,121  903  19,044 

050  Bound  Periodicals....     63,881  1,598  1,387  65,268 

100  Philosophy    16,570  1,080  243  16,813 

200  Religion     13,833  593  64  13,897 

300  Sociology    36,339  3,565  1,458  37,797 

400  Philology    3,164  438  —11  3,153 

500  Natural    Science 21,344  1,111  80  21,424 

600  Useful  Arts 61,880  3,215  9  61,889 

700  Fine  Arts 23,924  2,310  328  24,252 

800  Literature    69,545  5,501  1,788  71,333 

^^  I  History     42,784  2,042  203  42,987 

910  Geography  and  Travel    27,469  1,235  406  27,875 

920  Biography     27,938  2,395  1,551  29,489 

Books  for  the  Blind 3,658  532  292  3,950 

Documents    67,965  3,376  2,861  70,826 

English    Fiction 274,787  47,621  9,127  283,914 

Juvenile   Books 400,575  109,234  51,811  452,386 

Music,    sheets 14,740  276  146  14,886 

Piano    Rolls 500  500 

Music,  volumes 6,296  441  347  6,643 

Armenian    Literature 77  77  77 

Bohemian    Literature 10,093  55  —91  10,002 

Dutch   Literature 1,731  —2  1,729 

Finnish    Literature 28  28  28 

French    Literature 16,264  514  108  16,372 

German   Literature 38,506  335  84  38,590 

Hungarian   Literature 1,078  5  —34  1,044 

Italian  Literature 3,533  131  52  3,585 

Japanese  &  Chinese  Lit. . .          137  137 

Lettish    Literature 1,545  1  1  1,546 

Lithuanian  Literature 2,581  1  ^1  2,540 

Polish   Literature 5,217  1,487  961  6,178 

Portuguese    Literature 17  17 

Russian    Literature 3,393  1,307  1,079  4,472 

Scandinavian   Literature  .  .     13,664  77  5  13,669 

Slovak    Literature 298  298  298 

Spanish    Literature 3,082  274  243  3,325 

Welsh   Literature 8  8 

Yiddish    Literature 6,206  138  —83  6,123 

Other  Languages 1,518  49  —19  1,499 

Woman's   Library 

(Worlds  Fair) 1,234  1,234 

Total   1,305,140  192,461  75,659  1,380,799 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

On  American  Library  Association  Schedules 
Annual  report  for  j-ear  ended  December  31,  1924. 
Name  of  Library:     The  Chicago  PubHc  Library. 
City  or  town,  Chicago ;  State,  Illinois. 
Name  of  librarian :     Carl  B.  Roden. 
Date  of  founding:     April  11,  1872. 

Population   served    (estimate) 2,964,875 

Assessed  valuation  of  city  or  town $1,788,665,379.00 

Assessed  valuation  is   what  per  cent   of   true   cash 

value    50% 

Rate  of  tax  levy  for  library  purposes $.08  per  $100 

Terms  of  use  :     Free  for  lending 

Free  for  reference 

Total  number  of   agencies 3,108 

Consisting   of — Central    Library 1 

Branches    39 

How  many  occupy  separate  buildings? 5 

High    school    libraries 7 

Other  agencies  (2,782  school  room  collections)  . .  3,061 

Number  of  days  open  during  year,  Central  librarj'..  364 

Branches    310 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending.  Central  library.  60 

Branches  72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading,  Central  library.  83 

Branches   72 


BOOK  STOCK 

Adult 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of  year  904,565 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase.     69,986 
Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  or  ex- 
change           6,439 

Number   of    volumes    added    by    binding 

material  not  otherwise  counted 7,558 

Total    988,548 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn..     60,135 

Total  number  at  end  of  year 928,413 

USE 

Adult 
Number  of  volumes  of   fiction   lent    for 

home  use* 2,980,417  1,967,240 


Juvenile 

400,575 
108,812 

85 

668 

510,140 

57,754 


Total 

1,305,140 
178,798 

6,524 

8,226 

1,498,688 
117,889 


452,386    1,380,799 


Juvenile      Total 

4,947,657 
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Total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home 

use    10,613.978 

Per    cent    fiction    lent    of    total    volumes 

lent*    64.45% 

Circulation    per   capita 3.58 

Number    of    pictures,    photographs    and 

prints  lent  for  home  use 466,263 

Other  circulation    (sheet  music) 32,821 

Number    of    persons    using    librarj^    for 

reading   and    study 1,280,381 

REGISTRATION 

Adult      Juvenile      Total 

Number  of  borrowers   registered   during 

year*    68,649      38,112       106,761 

Total  number  of  registered  borrowers..  501,716 

Registration    period,    years 3 

Per  cent  registered  borrowers  of  popula- 
tion served 17% 


*Central  and  Branches  only.     Classified  figures  from  other  agencies  not  avail- 
able at  this  time. 

STAFF 

Number  of  staff,  library  service 744 

Number  of  staff,  janitor  service ll 

FINANCE 

Receipts  From                      Periodicals    17,023.07 

Binding    99,764.96 

Local    taxation $1,299,801.73  Supplies,    stationery, 

Invested    funds 12,238  28          printing,   etc 21,081.76 

Fines    and     sale    of  Furniture,      equip- 

publications   72,600.64          ment,    etc 10,047.43 

Duplicate     pay     col-  Telephone,     postage, 

lection   8,605.11  freight,    express...  9,902.64 

Other    sourcesf 53,027.04       Other    items 17,875.67 


Total   $1,446,272.80  Total   $1,158,185.05 

Unexpended  balance 

from  previous  year       23,626.51  2.    Building   Maintenance 

Expenses 


Grand  total $1,469,899.31 


Janitors',   mechanics' 


„                          ,,                                 wages,    etc $  136,380.00 

Payments  for  Maintenance         cleaning      supplies 

1.   Library    Operating   Expenses       „  ^."d    equipnient..  1,469.18 

Building  repairs  and 

Librarians' salaries. $$    776,301.47          minor    alterations.  10,590.87 

Books  206,188.05       Rent    30,680.00 
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Heat  and  light 30,949.61      Unexpended  balance, 

Other    items 9,486.55  December  31,  1924       19,991.45 


Total   $  219,556.21 


Total     maintenance 
expenses    $1,377,741.26 

Extraordinary  Payments 

Fines   paid   to    Pen- 
sion   Fund    $     72,166.60 


Total 


92,158.05 


Grand   total $1,469,899.31 

Maintenance     ex- 
penditure per  volume 
of  circulation .13 

Maintenance     ex- 
penditure per  capita  .46 


tincludes  $37,198.00  received  from  Bd.  of  Education  for  salaries  in  7  high 
school  libraries. 

tincludes  $37,721.41  appropriated  by  the  Bd.  of  Education  for  salaries  in 
7  high  school  libraries. 
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OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


OP 


The  Chicago  Public  Library 


1925 


CHICAGO 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

1926 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1925 

Expiration 
OF  Term 

COLIN  C.   H.  FYFFE,  President 1926 

ANDREW  J.  KOLAR,  Vice  President 1926 

JAMES  J.  HEALY   1925 

FRANK  F.   TOLLKUEHN 1924 

PAUL   A.    HAZARD 1925 

MICHAEL   lARUSSI    1928 

LOUIS    M.    SEVERSON 1926 

FANNIE   B.    WILLIAMS 1927 

MAX  HENIUS   1927 

ROBERT  J.   ROULSTON 1927 

FREDERIC  SIEDENBURG   1928 

PRESTON  BRADLEY   1928 


HARRY  G.   WILSON,  Secretary   to   the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

1925 

Library — Directors  larussi,  Williams  and  Siedenburg. 
Administration — Directors  Kolar,  Henius  and  Bradley. 
Buildings  and  Grounds — Directors    Severson,  Roulston  and  larussi. 


MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD   FROM   ITS   ORGANIZATION 

April  11,  1872  to  December  31,  1925 

WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82 
*Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77 
Appel,  Charles  L,  1922-25 
♦Armstrong,    George    B.,    1881- 

82;    1908-11 
Armstrong,  John  C,  1921-23 
Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899;   1916-21 
Beebe,  William  H.,  1887-89 
Beroth,  Carl  O.,  1917-22 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10 
♦Bowers,  James  F.,  1901-08 
Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887 
Bradley,  Preston,  1925-28 
♦BrejTr,  Charles   C,  1913-17 
♦Brine,  George  J.,  1886-87 
*Brosseau,Z.   P.,  1893-96;   1901- 

07 
♦Callaghan,  B,  1880^^ 
Cigrand,  B.  J,  1903-10 
Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13 
Cuneo,  Lawrence,  1917-24 
♦Cur ran,  William,  1882-83 
♦Despres,       Samuel,       1903-06; 

1912-15 
Diener,  T.  C,  1893-95 
♦Dreyer,  Edward  S,  1889-95 
♦Eckhart,  John  W.,   1901-07 
Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05 
♦Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88 
♦Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80 
♦Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13 
Franks,  Jacob,  1897-1903 
♦Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13 
Fyffe,     Colin    C.     H.,     1903-05; 

1924-26 
♦Garibaldi,  John  G,  1900-02 
♦Gartenstein,   Jacob,    1921-22 


Gessler,  Samuel,  1917-19 
♦Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98 
♦Hamilton,  John  B.,   1896-98 
♦Hatch,  Azel  F.,  1890-93 ;  1894- 

1900 
♦Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75 
Hazard,  Paul  A.,  1923-25 
Healy,  James  J.,  1913-25 
Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98 
♦Heldmann,  George  D.,  1902-03 
Henius,    Max,    1911-17;    1925- 
1927 
♦Herhold,    Frederick    H.,    1897- 

1901 
♦Hirsch,  Emil  G.,   1888-97 
♦Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81 
♦Hoyne,   Thomas,   1872-75 
♦Hutchinson,    Charles    L.,    1898- 

1901 
♦Hynes,   William  J.,  1881-87 
larussi,   Michael,    1924-28 
Jonas,  Edgar  A,  1917-19 
♦Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89 
♦Kaspar,  William,  1889-94 

Keeley,  Thomas  F.,  1894-97 
♦Kent,  William  D.,  1888-89 
Kolar,  Andrew  J.,  1924-26 
Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-17 
Kuflewski,  W.  A.,  1899-1902 
Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-17 
Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900 
♦Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06 
♦Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82 
♦Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06 
♦McCormick,    Robert    S.,    1895- 
1901 
McDowell,  Malcolm,   1913-1914 
♦McLaughlin,  Robert  J.,  1919-20 


'Deceased. 


MacMiliaii,  T.  C,  1882-87 
*Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88 
Mason,  George,  1874-80 
Mayer,  Oscar  G.,  1914-17 
Meeker,  Arthur,  19(XM)3 
♦Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96 
*Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88 
Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08 
O'Connell,  T.  Frank,  1913-17 
Oldenburg,  Adam  C.,   1921-23 
*Onahan,  William  J.,  1874-81 
*Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-1903 
*Plamondon,    Charles  A.,    1899- 
1902 
Pokorney,  Frank  J.,   1913-17 
♦Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76 
♦Raster,  Hermann,   1872-75 
Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11 
♦Rend,  William  P.,  1889-92 
♦Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-«5 
♦Rosenthal,  Julius,   1872-75 
Roulston,    Robert   J.,    1905-13; 
1925-27 
♦Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85 
Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99 
Schick,  Charles  E.,   1917-23 
♦Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82 
♦Scranton,  Abner  R.,   1876-79 


Severson,  Louis  M.,  1924-26 
♦Sheahan,  James  W.,  1872-74 
♦Shields,   Michael,   1902-03 
♦Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80 
♦Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95 

Shutter,  R.  G,   1917-20 

Siedenburg,   Frederic,   1925-28 
♦Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94 
♦Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79 
♦Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95 
♦Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81 

Sproul,  Elliott  W.,  1919-22 

Stern,  Julius,  1906-12 
♦Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24 

Turner,  F.  W.,  1921-24 
♦Umbedenstock,    Michael,    1887-90 
♦Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99 
♦Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13 
♦Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83 
♦Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10 
♦Wells,  William  H.,  1882-85 

Williams,  Fannie  B.,  1924-27 
♦Williams,   Norman,   1887-89 
♦Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74 


♦Sheahan,    James    W.,    Acting    Secretary    from    April    11    to    July 

20,  1872. 
♦Wickersham,    W.    B.,    Secretary    from   July   20,    1872,    to    October 

15,  1908. 
Wilson,  Harry  G.,  Acting   Secretary,   October   15,   1908,  to  March 

11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 

♦Poole,   William    F.,   LL.D.,    Librarian    from    October   25,    1873,    to 

August  1,  1887. 
♦Hild,    Frederick   H.,   Librarian    from    October    15,    1887,    to    April 

30,  1909. 
Roden,   Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian   from  May   1,   1909,  to  October 
11.  1909. 
♦Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  from  October  11,  1909,  to  Septem- 
ber 13,  1917. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Librarian  since  March  11,  1918. 


•Deceased. 


Fifty-Fourth  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  Public  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  has  the  honor  to  present  the  annual 
report  of  the  Public  Library  covering  the  fiscal  and  cal- 
endar year  ending  December  31,  1925,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  Secretary  de- 
scribing in  detail  the  operation  and  activities  of  the  Li- 
brary for  the  same  period. 

The  year  opened  with  prospects  of  a  deficit  in  the 
Library  funds  caused  by  the  unforeseen  failure  of  the 
normal  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  upon  which 
our  revenue  is  based.  The  first  task  confronting  the 
Board  was,  therefore,  the  reconciliation  of  a  budget  of 
constantly  mounting  costs  with  a  practically  stationary 
income.  This  was  accomplished  by  drastic  revisions  of 
the  estimates  for  salaries  and  book  purchases,  the  two 
principal  items  of  expenditure,  involving  the  reduction 
of  stafT  by  the  separation  of  35  junior  assistants,  the  cur- 
tailment of  service  hours  in  17  of  the  smaller  branches, 
and  the  subtraction  of  $85,000  from  the  estimated  book 
fund.  To  complicate  the  situation  the  Board  found  itself 
confronted  with  the  peremptory  duty  of  providing  for 
the  long  deferred  rehabilitation  of  the  power  plant  which 
had,  after  twenty-eight  years  of  service,  reached  a  stage 
in  which  continued  operation  was  declared  unsafe.    This 
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item  alone  called  for  an  appropriation  of  $50,000,  which 
it  was  necessary  to  include  in  the  budget  at  the  expense 
of  the  other  charges. 

After  long  and  careful  consideration  the  Board  re- 
solved to  discontinue  the  operation  of  its  generating 
plant,  to  arrange  for  the  supply  of  electric  current  for 
light  and  power  by  contract  with  the  Commonwealth 
Edison  Company,  and  to  install  low  pressure  boilers  for 
supplying  steam  heat.  This  transformation,  still  in 
process  at  the  date  of  this  report,  will  undoubtedly  result 
in  material  economies  in  cost  of  fuel  and  operation. 

The  financial  difficulties  above  referred  to  confirmed 
the  Board  in  its  already  deliberated  intention  of  applying 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  an  increase  in  the  rate  of 
taxation  for  library  purposes  in  Chicago.  The  pressing 
and  insistent  demand  from  many  sections  of  the  City  for 
more  and  better  Library  service  indicated  the  imperative 
necessity  of  securing  sufficient  funds  for  the  erection  of 
a  considerable  number  of  branch  library  buildings  within 
a  reasonable  time.  The  deficit  arising  in  the  current 
revenue  for  the  year  again  called  attention  to  the  narrow 
margin  of  safety  in  the  prevailing  rate  of  income.  A  bill 
was  therefore  prepared  providing  for  a  rate  of  one  mill 
on  the  dollar  for  maintenance,  an  increase  of  two-tenths 
of  a  mill,  and  an  additional  two-tenths  of  a  mill  to  be 
used  for  building  purposes. 

The  bill  was  promptly  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote 
in  both  Houses  and  as  promptly  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, an  almost  unique  occurrence  in  the  annals  of  tax 
legislation.  It  is  proper  to  include  in  this  record  an 
appreciation  of  the  skillful  management  of  the  bill  on 
the  part  of  Secretary  H.  G.  Wilson  and  Director  Michael 
larussi,  whose  combined  experience  and  vigilance  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  successful  result.  Preparations 
have  already  begun  for  the  organization  of  a  wise  and 
carefully  considered  program  for  the  employment  of  our 
additional  revenue  in  the  extension  and  improvement  of 
library  service  in   Chicago. 
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In  October  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Board,  ac- 
companied by  the  Librarian  and  the  Secretary,  spent  a 
week  in  a  tour  of  inspection  of  library  branches  in  five 
eastern  cities,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Philadelphia,  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  and  as  a  result  of  this  profitable 
journey  filed  a  report  embodying-  numerous  recommen- 
dations which  the  Board  was  prompt  to  approve.  A 
brief  summary  of  these  important  recommendations, 
printed  in  full  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  for  Octo- 
ber 26,  are  here  included : 

Adopting  a  period  of  ten  years  as  the  basis  for  our 
Program  and  assuming  an  annual  revenue  of  $350,000 
for  building  purposes,  we  may,  therefore,  take  for 
granted  an  aggregate  of  $3,500,000  to  be  applied  to  sites 
and  buildings  during  that  period.  On  this  basis  we 
recommend : 

That  three  Regional  Branches  be  provided  for  and 
that  a  total  of  $500,000  be  allotted  for  this  purpose. 

That  a  general  program  calling  for  the  erection  of 
forty  unit  branches  within  the  next  ten  years  at  an  ag- 
gregate cost  of  $3,000,000  and  an  individual  cost  of  from 
$50,000  to  $100,000  per  branch  according  to  size  and 
other  considerations  be  adopted. 

To  the  foregoing  program  for  the  erection  of  branch 
library  buildings  must  be  added  the  obvious  and  pressing 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Cen- 
tral Library  building  by  completing  the  final  wing  for 
which  the  ground  was  left  vacant  in  the  original  plan. 
Twenty-eight  years  ago,  when  our  stately  library  was 
first  dedicated  to  public  service,  the  prediction  was 
freely  made  that  it  would  serve  both  for  book  storage 
and  for  the  accommodation  of  all  possible  readers  and 
borrowers  for  half  a  century.  But  in  the  interval  of 
time  since  that  confident  assertion  the  population  of 
Chicago  has  more  than  doubled,  as  has  likewise  the 
number  of  patrons  of  the  Central  Library  and  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  annually  issued  to  them.  Michigan  Ave- 
nue, then  a  little  used  thoroughfare,  has  become  one  of 
the  great  boulevards  of  the  world,  and  the  multitudes 
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that  surge  around  and  through  the  Library  building, 
today  situated  in  the  very  center  of  traffic,  have  ren- 
dered all  provisions  for  service  inadequate,  while  the 
accumulation  of  books  and  the  inauguration  of  new 
forms  of  library  activity  have  filled  every  available 
>quare  foot  of  space.  Capacity  has  long  been  reached 
and  exceeded,  and  need  of  more  room  constitutes  an 
urgent  and  inescapable  problem.  A  courtyard  on  the 
west  side  of  the  building  provides  an  area  of  140  by  40 
feet  upon  which  an  addition  of  five  floors  must  be  erect- 
ed to  afford  relief  fr(.>m  the  congestion  that  now  impedes 
further  progress  and  interferes  with  proper  operation. 
The  Board  is  aware  of  these  conditions  and  proposes  to 
give  them  due  consideration  in  the  building  program. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  year  a  Special  Committee 
on  Publicity  and  Promotion  was  created  for  the  purpose 
of  presenting  the  cause  of  the  Public  Library  and  its 
work  and  influence  in  graphic  and  convincing  fashion  to 
its  constituency,  with  the  proximate  object  of  enlisting 
private  benefactions  and  endowments  and  especially  the 
gift  of  sites  for  branch  libraries  in  order  that  the  new 
Building  Fund  may  be  conserved  and  applied  exclusive- 
ly to  the  actual  erection  of  buildings.  The  work  of  this 
Committee  is  still  in  process  of  organization  but  a  refer- 
ence to  its  far-reaching  objectives  is  properly  included  in 
this  report.  It  is  significant  to  note  in  this  connection 
that  the  Council  of  the  American  Library  Association 
has  recently  issued  a  statement  to  its  members  recom- 
mending the  promotion  of  similar  movements  for  the 
creation  of  endowment  funds  for  public  libraries 
throughout  the  country. 

This  report,  which  opened  with  the  familiar  tale  of 
financial  difficulties  and  retrenchments,  is  thus  brought 
to  a  close  with  a  message  of  hopefulness  and  encourage- 
ment. With  considerably  enlarged  resources,  ensuring 
a  steadily  expanding  field  of  usefulness  and  a  constit- 
uency constantly  increasing  in  numbers ;  with  a  record 
of   satisfactory    progress   in   all    of   its   present   activities 


FIFTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  11 

and  the  promise  of  uninterrupted  growth  henceforth, 
this  Board,  united  in  harmonious  and  enthusiastic  devo- 
tion to  its  task,  faces  the  future  with  confidence  and 
surveys  its  past  labors  with  gratitude  for  the  unfailing 
support  and  recognition  accorded  to  its  efiforts  on  the 
part  of  your  Honorable  Body  and  the  public  at  large. 

Several  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Board  oc- 
curred during  the  year.  On  March  27  the  Mayor  ap- 
pointed Dr.  Max  Henius  as  a  member  of  this  Board  to 
succeed  Mr.  Lawrence  Cuneo,  whose  term  had  expired. 
On  July  13  the  following  appointments  were  made : 

Rev.  Frederic  Siedenburg,  to  succeed  James  J.  Healy. 

Rev.  Preston  Bradley,  to  succeed  Paul  A.  Hazard. 

Robert  J.  Roulston,  to  succeed  Frank  F.  Tollkuehn. 

Michael  larussi,  to  succeed  himself. 

On  the  same  day  the  Board  organized  by  electing 
as  President  and  Vice  President  the  members  whose 
signatures  in  that  capacity  are  appended  to  this  report. 
Twenty-one  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held 
during  the  year  besides  numerous  meetings  of  the  stand- 
ing and  special  Committees  as  required  for  the  conduct 
of  the  aflfairs  of  the  Library. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Colin  C.  H.  Fyffe,  President. 

Andrew  J.  Kolar,  Vice  President. 

Michael  Iarussi. 

Louis  M.  Severson. 

Fannie  B.  Williams. 

Max  Henius. 

Robert  J.  Roulston. 

Frederic  Siedenburg. 

Preston  Bradley. 

Chicago,  January  25,  1926. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public   Library 

Chicago,  January  25,   1926 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Li- 
brary is  established  and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the 
following  financial  and  statistical  statements  for  the  year 
ended   December  31,    1925: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1925 

Receipts 

Sale  1924  tax  warrants $   255,000.00 

Sale  1925  tax  warrants 130,000.00 

Taxes   1924   $1,209,951.98 

Less    tax   warrants    1924    redeemed...      460,000.00      749,951.98 

Taxes  1923  175,169.75 

Taxes  1922  and  prior 7,203.03 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 992.69 

Unclaimed  wages  23.26 

Miscellaneous  receipts: 

Sale   of  duplicates $       36.65 

Sale  of  finding  lists 412.99 

Miscellaneous    3,970.85 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 12,312.94 

Postage   refunds   1,535.41         18,268.84 

$1,336,609.55 
Funds,  January  1,  1925: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 5,834.45 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,000.00 

$1,343,444.00 
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Disbursements 

Salaries,  main  library $491,579.36 

Salaries,   branches    394,587.32 

Salaries,  deposit  stations 23,884.70 

Delivery  stations,  miscellaneous 4,144.97 

Branch  miscellaneous   48,399.10 

Books    161,705.25 

Binding   91,123.22 

Finding   lists    4,666.70 

Printing  and  stationery 17,103.38 

Periodicals    17,428.88 

Miscellaneous  expense   8,825.63 

Fuel    18,015.42 

Heating  and  generating  plant 1,942.21 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 2,019.20 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 686.91 

Janitors  expense 1,870.20 

Furniture  and  fixtures 7,429.13 

Insurance    3,059.36 

Freight  and  expressage    290.33 

Postage   6,438.19 

Books  lost  and  paid  for  refunds 1,514.23 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements...  14,088.39 
Branch  building  preliminary  expense  fund       3,000.00 

Interest  on  1924  tax  warrants 6,682.72 


$1,330,484.80 
Funds,   December  31,   1925: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer. .  .  .         11,959.20 
Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secre- 
tary  (petty  cash) 1,000.00 

$1,343,444.00 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
December  31,  1925 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $  11,959.20 

Taxes    of    1924    collectible    (complete    re- 
turns   on    taxes     1924    not    made    by 

County   Treasurer)    $220,668.41 

Less   estimated   loss    and   costs   of   collec- 
tion   taxes    1924 114,449.63       106,218.78 


$118,177.98 
1925   anticipation   tax   warrants   outstanding   Decem- 
ber 31,  1925 $130,000.00 
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Miscellaneous  Funds 
Rental  collection: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 $  10,189.50 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 8,908.92 

$  19,098.42 

Books  purchased    $  15,245.56 

Balance  December  31,   1925 3,852.86         19,098.42 

Security    deposits: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 $     2,324.02 

Deposits  for  cards  and  books 6,931.89 

$    9,255.91 

Deposits  refunded    $     6,739.26 

Balance  December  31,   1925 2,516.65  9,255.91 

High  School   Libraries: 

Balance  January   1,  1925 $       421.30 

Board  of  Education  for  salaries 45,620.00 

$  46,041.30 

Expended  on  account  of  salaries $  43,825.08 

Balance  December  31,    1925 2,216.22        46,041.30 

Slide  Collection: 

Fees  for  loan  and  sale  of  stereopticon  slides....     $        781.50 

Slides  and  supplies  purchased $        701.12 

Balance    December    31,    1925 80.38  781.50 

Albert  W.  Swayne  Fund: 

Albert  W.  Swayne  donation $     5,000.00 

Stereopticon  slide   collection    $     5,000.00 

Insurance   Fund: 

Adjustment  of  fire  loss $         24.82 

Books   purchased    $         24.82 

Special  deposits: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 $        100.00 

Balance  December  31,  1925 $        100.00 

Branch  building  preliminary  expense  fund: 

Appropriation  by  Library  Board $     3,000.00 

Expended    $       902.30 

Balance  December  31,   1925 2.097.70  3,000.00 
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Fines: 

Fines  for  retention  of  books $  79,417.42 

Paid     to     Public     Library     Employes 
Pension    Fund    in    accordance    with 
law  and  action  of  Board  of  Directors  $79,417.42 
Secretary's  Petty  Cash: 

Balance  January  1,  1925 $        196.20 

Reimbursed  from  library   fund 12,400.22 


$  12,596.42 
Miscellaneous  expense  as  per  vouchers 

audited   $  12,541.30 

Balance  December  31,  1925 55.12         12,596.42 

Trust  Funds 
Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Kelly  branch  fund: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 $  7.34 

Income  from  investments 11,602.84 

$  11,610.18 

Salaries   Kelly  branch  library $  11,600.83 

Balance  December  31,  1925 9.35         11,610.18 

Ryder  fund  income: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 2.92 

Income  from  investments 440.01 

$        442.93 

Books    purchased    $389.51 

Balance  December  31,  1925 53.42  442.93 

Beecher  fund  income: 

Balance  January   1,   1925 $         77.25 

Income  from  investments 91.91 

$        169.16 
Books    purchased    $118.52 

Balance  December  31,  1925 50.64  169.16 

Jackson  fund  income: 

Balance  January   1,  1925 $  34.67 

Income  from  investments 50.78 

$         85.45 

Books   purchased $42.43 

Balance  December  31,  1925 43.02  85.45 
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Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
Trust  funds: 

Hiram   Kelly   bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram  Kelly  increment 65,000.00     $278,000.00 

Investments: 

Bonds,  January   1,   1925.  ..  .$277,954.60 
Less  bonds  matured 13,000.00 


$264,954.60 
Bonds  purchased    13,019.56 


Bonds   December  31,   1925    (par  value 

$282,650.00)   $277,974.16 

Cash  uninvested    25.84      278,000.00 

Cash  Reconcilement 

Incidental  Fund    $1,000.00 

Less  incidental  fund  not  reimbursed  by 

City   Treasurer    944.88 

$         55.12 

Security  deposits    2,516.65 

Special  deposits    100.00 

Rental   collection    3,852.86 

High  school  libraries    2,216.22 

Slide  collection   80.38 

Branch  building  preliminary  expense  fund 2,097.70 

Kelly  branch  fund   9.35 

Ryder  fund  income   53.42 

Beecher  fund  income   50.64 

Jackson  fund  income  43.02 

Trust  funds  cash  balance 25.84 


Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  library  books  De- 
cember 31,   1925    $  11,101.20 

LIST  OF  SECURITIES 

Xo.  OK  Matu-     Deno.mi-         P'ar 

Bonds  Rate 

1  Lincoln   Park   Commissioners...   5% 

2  Lincoln  Park  Commissioners...   4% 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4% 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4% 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4% 

8  City  of  Chicago  judgment  refund.    4H%  15*26 
1   City  of  Chicago  judgment  refund.    4H% 
1   City    of    Chicago    Ashland    Ave. 

Improvement    4%       1929       1,000       1,000.00 


RITY 

NATION 

V'alue 

1931 

$1,000  $  1,000.00 

1931 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1927 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1928 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1929 

1,000 

15,000.00 

1926 

1.000 

8,000.00 

1927 

1,000 

1,000.00 
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7  City   of   Chicago   So.   Water   St. 

Improvement    4%  1941  1,000  7,000.00 

1   City  of  Chicago  Police  Dpt.  Bldg.   4%  1930  500  500.00 

16  Sanitary   District   of  Chicago...   4%  1926  1,000  16,000.00 
1   Sanitary  District  of   Chicago...   4%  1928  1,000  1,000.00 

15  Sanitary  District   of  Chicago...  4%  1930  1,000  15,000.00 

10  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago...  4%  1932  1,000  10,000.00 

1  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago...  4%  1934  1,000  1,000.00 
5  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago...  4%  1943  1,000  5,000.00 

7  East  St.  Louis  Park  District...   4^/4%   1931       1,000       7,000.00 

4  South  Park  Commissioners 4%  1930  1,000  4,000.00 

10  South  Park  Commissioners 4%  1931  1,000  10,000.00 

8  South  Park  Commissioners 4%  1936  1,000  8,000.00 

2  West    Park    Commissioners 4%  1926  1,000  2,000.00 

2  West   Park  Commissioners 4%  1927  1,000  2,000.00 

1  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1928  1,000  1,000.00 

2  West  Park  Commissioners 4%  1930  1,000  2,000.00 

5  Rockford,  111.,  school  building..  5%  1934  1,000  5,000.00 
5  Rockford,  III,  school  building..  5%  1935  1,000  5,000.00 
5  Livingston   Co.,   111.,   Consolidat- 
ed School  District  No.   185..  5%  1938  1,000  5,000.00 

2  Livingston  Co.,  111.,  Consolidat- 
ed School  District  No.  185..   5%       1941        1,000       2.000.00 

1  Putnam  Co.,  111.,  Township  High 

School  District  No.  537 5%  1933 

2  Do 5%  1934 

1  Do 5%  1935 

3  Do 5%  1939 

3  Do 5%  1940 

7  Ford  Co.,  111.,  Sch.  Dist.  No.  103  4^^%  1929 

1  Ford  Co.,  111.,  Sch.  Dist.  No.  103  4J^%  1930 
5  Pontiac  Township   High   School 

District   No.   90... 5%  1929       1,000       5,000.00 

5  Pontiac  Township   High   School 

District   No.   90... 5%  1930       1,000       5,000.00 

5  Pontiac  Township   High   School 

District    No.   90 5%  1931 

5  Pekin,   111.,   School   District.....   4^%  1932 

5  Stephenson  Co.,  III.,  School  Dis- 
trict   No.    145 4%%  1937 

2  City   of  Sterling,   111 4^%  1934 

1   Lake  County,   III 5%  1937 

1   Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4%  1949 

5  East    Side    Levee    &     Drainage 

District    5%  1938 

1  Waukegan  Park  District    5%  1931 

5  State  of  III.  Soldiers  Compen...   4>4%  1933 

5  State  of  111.  State  Highways...   4%  1936 

1   Federal  Land  Bank   4^%  1953 

8  Federal  Land  Bank   4^4%  1953 

8  United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan.   4^%  1928 

1  United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan.   4^%  1928 

1   United  States  3d  Liberty  Loan.   414%  1928 

17  United  States  4th   Liberty  Loan  4^%  1938 

3  United  States  4th  Liberty  Loan  4^4%  1938 


1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1,000 

3,000.00 

1,000 

3,000.00 

500 

3,500.00 

500 

500.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1 ,000 

1,000.00 

500 

500.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

500 

500.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1,000 

5,000.00 

10,000 

10,000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1,000 

8,000.00 

100 

100.00 

so 

50.00 

1,000 

17,000.00 

5,000 

15,000.00 

$282,650.00 
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Chicago,  January  25,  1926. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  1925,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  Office  to  ex- 
amine the  library  account  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and  we 
found  that  the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc.,  entered  there- 
in agreed  with  the  receipts  in  the  library  books. 

In  company  with  the  Secretary  and  two  of  the  direc- 
tors, we  inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various 
investments,  all  of  which  were  produced  to  us. 

We  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements,  compar- 
ing them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities  and  we 
certify  them  to  be  correct. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Wm.  W.  Thompson  &  Co., 

Certified  Public  Accountants. 


BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in   Library   Jan.    1,    1925...  1,380,799 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year. .  .125,983 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 6,516 

Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded     1,162 
Number  of  books  received  from  other  sources    6,907 

Number  of  books  added  the  past  year 140,568 

Number  of  books  wornout   the  past   year 76,607 

Number  of  books  withdrawn  (duplicates,   etc.)     1,215 

Number  of  books  delinquent    1924    4,176 

Number  of  books  missing    1924    25,013 

Number  of  books  lost   and    paid    for... 12.220 

Number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year...  119,231 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 2\,2)i7 

Total  number  of  books  in  the  Library  Jan.  1,  

1926    1,402,136 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 
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State  of  Illinois, 


County  of  Cook. 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
foregoing  statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, A.  D.,  1926. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  The  Chicago 

Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  of  submit- 
ting the  fifty-fourth  annual  report  upon  the  activities  of 
the  Library  during  the  year  beginning  January  1  and  end- 
ing December  31,  1925. 

Home  Circulation 

Agencies  Volumes 

1924       192S  1924  1925 

Central    Library    1  1  1,213,753  1,247,885 

Branches   and  sub-branches.      39  42  5,952,649  6,218,587 

High    Schools—Senior    ....        7  10  508,332  586,748 

High   Schools— Junior 8                24,039 

Deposit    Stations    84  83  1,323,039  1,240,546 

Business    House    Libraries..      95  93  257,134  229,725 

Special    Deposits    100  99  143,731  140,766 

School     Deposits     (Schools: 

1924:  357;   1925:  385).. 2,782  3,004  1,215,340  1,314,440 

Total    3,108    3,340  10,613,978    11,002,736 

Daily   Average   Circulation 34,800  36,075 

Registered  Card  Holders 

Central   and   Branches    310,291  324,099 

Deposit  Stations   38,335  38,641 

Business    House   Libraries    31,621  29,422 

Special  Deposits   15,140  18,965 

School   Deposits    125,190  135,180 

Total    520,577         546,307 

The  rate  of  increase  in  home  circulation  was  about 
half  that  of  a  year  ago,  or  3.6  per  cent.  In  the  Central 
Library  the  increase  was  only  2.8  per  cent ;  in  the  Branches, 
4.5  per  cent.     Deposit  Stations  show  a  decrease  of  6  per 
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cent  and  Business  House  Libraries  a  decrease  of  10.6  per 
cent.  All  school  installations  report  an  increase  in  book 
use,  the  high  school  libraries  exceeding  last  year's  figures 
by  more  than  15  per  cent,  which  is  accounted  for  in  part 
by  the  opening  of  three  new  senior  high  school  libraries 
and  eight  junior  high  school  libraries  in  the  fall. 

Analysis  of  the  statistics  indicates  that  the  reduced 
rate  of  increase  is  fairly  ascribable  to  the  reduced  book 
fund  for  the  whole  system  and  the  curtailment  of  hours 
in  the  smaller  branches  put  into  effect  early  in  the  year 
to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  appropriation.  Several  branches, 
furthermore,  were  subjected  to  competition  from  newly 
opened  senior  or  junior  high  school  libraries  from  which 
they  have  not  had  time  to  recover.  There  is  no  doubt 
whatever  that  a  fluid  and  generous  book  supply,  together 
with  convenient  and  accessible  agencies  for  its  distribution, 
is  the  only  sure  foundation  upon  which  circulation  can  be 
built  up.  When  the  book  stock  is  diminished  and  replen- 
ishment is  interrupted,  and  when  the  hours  of  access  in 
branches  are  reduced,  the  result  becomes  immediately  visi- 
ble in  the  statistics.  In  the  Main  Library,  where  hours  of 
opening  were  not  curtailed,  the  volume  of  circulation  was 
further  affected  by  the  steadily  diminishing  convenience  of 
access  due  to  over-crowding  and  congestion  caused  by  in- 
creasing patronage  which  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  serve 
in  the  quarters  thought  ample  thirty  years  ago  when  the 
building  was  new,  but  which  have  now  and  for  some  time 
past  been  completely  outgrown. 

Meanwhile  the  circulation  increase  in  many  of  the 
larger  branches,  whose  hours  were  not  changed  and  whose 
book  stock  was  sufficient  to  stand  the  strain,  was  remarka- 
ble. McKinley,  removed  from  a  park  to  the  main  street 
in  the  fall  of  1924,  leads  with  a  gain  of  40,000  volumes  and 
thus  continue?  to  confirm  our  contention  as  to  the  advan- 
tage of  independent  quarters  on  public  thoroughfares  over 
the  park  fieldbouses.  Logan  Square  with  a  gain  of  27,000, 
Humboldt    with    26,000,    Austin    with    25,000,    Woodlawn. 
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Rogers  Park,  Blackstone  and  several  others  maintained  an 
average  of  increase  in  the  face  of  difficulties  that  is  gratify- 
ing and  points  to  efficient  and  unremitting  effort. 

The  adult  circulation  in  the  branches  was  3,310,654,  the 
juvenile  circulation,  2,907,933.  The  proportion  of  non- 
liction  to  fiction  was  about  one  to  three,  or  33  per  cent. 

In  the  Central  Library  the  patronage  is  now  almost  ex- 
clusively adult,  the  number  of  juvenile  volumes  issued  being 
only  95,584  in  a  total  of  1,247,885.  A  considerable  portion 
of  these,  moreover,  was  issued  to  teachers  and  parents  who 
resort  to  the  Children's  Department  for  aid  in  the  guidance 
of  the  reading  of  young  people  under  their  charge.  As  a 
whole,  library  service  to  children  is  now  entirely  supplied 
by  the  branches,  stations,  and  the  various  classes  of  school 
installations,  as  it  should  be. 

The  Henry  E.  Legler  Regional  Branch  continues  to  ful- 
fill its  manifold  and  constantly  expanding  functions  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner.  In  addition  to  its  direct  cir- 
culation of  410,536  volumes — larger  than  that  of  any  pub- 
lic library  in  Illinois  except  our  own — the  Regional  Branch 
has  extended  its  service  of  supply  and  support  to  the  small 
branches  of  its  district  in  the  form  of  reference  material, 
inter-branch  loans  of  books,  pamphlets  and  pictures,  to 
their  manifest  relief  and  improvement.  A  total  of  22,926 
volumes  was  thus  dispatched  on  Regional  loans  during  the 
year.  The  regional  library  plan  is  an  unqualified  success 
and  should  be  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  city  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Three  new  "senior"  high  school  libraries  were  installed 
in  the  fall  at  Bowen,  Tilden,  and  Crane  high  schools  under 
the  same  co-partnership  arrangement  for  sharing  costs  be- 
tween the  two  Boards  as  prevailed  in  former  installations. 
The  great  difficulty  of  securing  competent  high  school  libra- 
rians continues  to  be  a  serious  problem.  The  qualities  of 
professional  and  educational  preparation  recognized  as  in- 
dispensable in  these  positions  are  not  common,  and  we  find 
it  more  and  more  impractical  to  withdraw  persons  thus  qual- 
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ified  from  our  own  service  for  assignment  to  these  very 
specialized  duties.  The  conviction  grows  under  continued 
experience  that  the  Board  of  Education  would  be  better 
served,  and  the  Public  Library  relieved  of  a  perplexing  ad- 
ministrative problem,  by  the  establishment  of  a  separate 
high  school  library  sei-vice  wholly  under  the  School  Board. 
On  the  other  hand,  intimations  are  again  current  to  the 
effect  that  the  School  Board  will  renew  its  efforts  to  be 
relieved  from  even  the  partial  responsibilities  for  costs  under 
the  present  dual  control,  and  the  whole  question  is  thus 
likely  to  be  reopened. 

Meanwhile  the  Public  Library  has  accepted  further 
commitments  in  this  direction  by  cooperating  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  small  libraries  in  eight  of  the  recently  added 
junior  high  schools  by  assigning  one  library  assistant  for 
each,  whose  salary  is  paid  by  the  Board  of  Education.  It 
was  assumed  by  the  school  authorities  that  this  single  as- 
sistant, aided  by  the  teacher  in  charge  of  each  class  on  its 
assignment  to  the  library,  would  provide  ample  direction 
to  the  young  students  in  their  contact  with  books.  Four 
months'  experiment  with  this  characteristically  vague  theory 
of  library  administration  has  demonstrated  its  essential 
fallacy,  though  our  educational  colleagues  are,  of  course, 
as  far  from  such  a  conviction  as  they  were  when  they  pro- 
posed the  scheme.  We  are,  however,  continuing  to  collabo- 
rate in  this  futile  project  in  the  hope  that  it  may  lead  to  a 
more  practical  arrangement  by  a  process  of  adjustment. 

The  work  of  the  Schools  Department  as  a  whole  is 
summarized  in  the   following  table : 

D    uf     c  L      ;  Class  Circu- 

ruoitc  iicnools                                      Schools  Volumes  Rooms  lation 

Grammar    267  110,863  2,228  979,350 

High    13  4,137  80  31,090 

Private  Schools 

Grammar    98  34,200  680  295,880 

High    7  800  16  6,970 

Total    385        150,000        3,004     1,313,290 

Special   Collections    743  ....  1,150 

Grand  Total   385        150,743        3,004      1,314,440 
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The  number  of  class  room  installations  was  increased  by 
222;  the  number  of  schools  now  receiving  such  service  in 
one  or  more  rooms  by  28.  Of  the  latter,  ten  are  public 
grammar  schools,  six  public  high  schools,  eight  private 
grammar,  and  four  private  (including  parochial)  high 
schools.  The  book  collection  of  the  Schools  Department 
employed  in  class-room  service  now  aggregates  160,000 
volumes. 

The  Teachers'  Room,  which  is  also  the  office  of  the 
Schools  Department,  continues  to  receive  the  patronage  of 
an  increasing  number  of  school  men  and  women,  who  come 
to  use  the  professional  books  and  magazines,  to  arrange  for 
class-room  collections,  or  to pursuespeciallinesof  research. 

The  Thomas  Hughes  Room,  the  central  juvenile  de- 
partment, reports  a  circulation  of  95,584  volumes.  Pictures 
from  the  vertical  file  collection  were  circulated  to  the  num- 
ber of  77,056  or  10,016  more  than  last  year.  Branch  circu- 
lation of  juvenile  books  is  given  in  tables  in  the  appendix. 

Detailed  statistics  of  book  use  in  the  various  classes 
of  deposit  stations  are  tabulated  in  an  appendix  to  this  re- 
port. The  number  of  these  agencies  changes  frequently 
and  is  affected  by  many  conditions.  More  and  closer  per- 
sonal supervision  of  this  class  of  installations  than  we  have 
been  able  to  give  for  some  time  past  is  required  to  improve 
their  efifectiveness  and  secure  their  wider  distribution.  Such 
interesting  specialties  as  library  service  to  hospitals,  for- 
eigners, and  the  numerous  adult  groups  organized  for  self- 
improvement  receive  only  desultory  attention  because  of  the 
lack  of  competent  assistants.  An  eflfort  to  correct  this  con- 
dition will  be  made  during  the  coming  year.  A  list  of  de- 
posit agencies  follows : 

Factories     24 

Business    Houses     62 

Stores     61 

Clubs    11 

Churches    22 

Settlement  and  Community  Houses    20 

Welfare   Institutions    7 
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Hospitals     IS 

Summer   Camps    23 

Schcx)ls   (Continuation,  etc.)    23 

Sub-Branches     3 

Other  Places    4 

Total     275 

Circulation  of  books  in  foreign  languages  increased 
over  last  year  by  18,095  volumes,  the  total  being  238,552. 
The  number  of  volumes  in  the  circulating  collections  in 
both  Main  Library  and  Branches,  and  the  languages  repre- 
sented, are  given  in  the  accompanying  table.  As  in  all  other 
departments,  the  assortment  of  new  foreign  books  was 
affected  by  the  shortage  in  current  funds,  which  prevented 
the  acquisition  of  current  titles  in  sufficient  quantities. 

Circulation  of  Foreign  Books 

Main  Branches 

No.  of      Circu-  No.  of       Circu- 

Vols.       lation  Vols.         lation 

Arabian   81  158  

Armenian    84  351  10  10 

Bohemian    1,231  2,703  1,856  22,979 

Croatian     62  65  158  1,096 

Danish-Norwegian     2,463  2,676  1,328  9,695 

Dutch     295  400  23  31 

Finnish    26  ...  ....  .... 

French     2,515  8,978  1,495  4,269 

German    4,592  29,016  3,618  26,859 

Greek   6  25  237  232 

Hebrew    128  360  96  384 

Hungarian    681  3,990  128  743 

Italian    488  1,395  783  Z,7%7 

Latvian    1,007  161  

Lithuanian    463  196  736  6,696 

Polish    931  4,893  2.692  56,173 

Roumanian     27  27  5  .... 

Russian    691  6,206  1,277  7,512 

Slovakian    143  145  106  1,308 

Slovenian    155  53  127  489 

Spanish    672  3,310  515  1,122 

Swedish   1,628  1,731  435  1,105 

Ukranian     126  233  59  75 

Yiddish    1,403  4,213  2,645  22,7^2 


Total    19,908    71,285  18,329     167,267 
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Reference  Department 

Readers         Vols,  consulted 
1924     1925       1924      1925 

Reference  Room   194,024  192,430  416,441  428,979 

Woman's  Study  Room   64,184  70,027  30,827  38,114 

Art  Room   14,045  12,003  62,298  43,985 

Civics  Room   117,038  113,258  251,622  309,243 

Patents   Room    21,963  23,354  99,292  108,881 

Bound    Newspapers    557,506  509,767  16,022  16,226 

Current   Periodicals    248,393  251.673  92,041  112,773 

Total    968,543    1,058,201 

The  number  of  "readers"  in  the  above  tables  is  esti- 
mated on  the  basis  of  an  hourly  count  of  attendance  which 
represents  a  cross  section  of  the  total  patronage  of  the  vari- 
ous rooms.  The  number  of  "volumes  consulted"  is  the 
number  called  for  and  delivered  to  readers  by  the  attend- 
ants. Very  many  visitors  serve  themselves  from  the  refer- 
ence books  on  open  shelves,  from  the  periodicals  and  the 
daily  newspapers  in  open  racks.  No  statistics  of  this  use 
are  procurable  and  hence  the  number  of  "readers"  greatly 
exceeds  the  number  of  "volumes  consulted"  in  all  reading 
rooms. 

The  number  of  volumes  consulted  in  the  newspaper 
room  refers  to  use  of  the  important  files  of  bound  newspa- 
pers, chiefly  those  of  Chicago,  of  which  the  Library  pos- 
sesses practically  complete  files. 

Statistics  of  use  in  the  Civics  Room  reveal  more  of  the 
diverse  and  important  character  of  the  services  rendered 
when  analyzed  as  follows : 

Reference  Use 

Magazines     101,970 

Directories     100,732 

Public   documents    38,290 

Other  books    35,137 

Pamphlets  and  clippings    (packages) 22,374 

Maps     4,191 

Telephone    calls 3,783 

Circulation 

Public  documents    4,530 

Package  libraries  2,505 

Books    201 
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The  work  of  the  Reference  Department  in  all  branches 
cannot  be  measured  by  statistics,  which  give  no  hint  of  the 
magnitude  and  the  scholarly  character  of  the  services  ren- 
dered by  its  capable  staff.  Reference  work  is  not  reckoned 
in  numbers.  The  personal  attention  necessary  to  aid  the 
researches  of  a  single  patron,  and  sometimes  consuming 
hours  of  time,  is  both  more  important  and  more  fruitful  in 
satisfaction  than  the  rapid  delivery  of  books  to  a  multitude. 
Both  kinds  of  service  are  constantly  performed  in  the 
Reference  Department.  Crowds  are  a  common  incident 
of  the  day's  work,  and  the  seating  capacity  of  all  rooms  is 
often  overtaxed  during  the  busy  weeks  of  the  winter.  Re- 
quests for  aid  in  the  use  of  books  or  in  the  search  for  mate- 
rial present  themselves  in  constant  succession,  no  two  alike, 
and  all  demanding  the  application  of  skill  and  thoughtful 
attention.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  add  that  the  reference  staff 
is  increasingly  competent  to  respond  to  all  demands,  and 
continues  to  uphold  and  enhance  the  good  repute  which 
this  important  department  enjoys  among  its  patrons. 

Reference  calls  from  branches  and  deposit  stations  not 
served  by  the  Regional  Branch  (together  with  questions 
passed  on  by  the  latter  because  its  resources  prove  inade- 
quate) are  filled  by  the  special  division  known  as  the  Short 
Loan  Department.  This  activity  has  greatly  increased  dur- 
ing the  year,  involving  the  dispatch  of  37,451  books  to  out- 
lying agencies  on  "short  loans,"  and  material  for  5,568 
reference  problems.  Telephone  calls  alone  numbered  1,345. 
The  entire  resources  of  our  great  Central  collections  are 
thus  mobilized  in  the  service  of  patrons  anywhere  in  the 
city,  and  the  smallest  branch  in  the  system  is  enabled  to 
render  service  far  beyond  its  own  limited  means. 

The  Readers'  Bureau  reports  286  new  students  whom 
it  is  guiding  through  prepared  courses  of  systematic  read- 
ing. Eighty-eight  new  courses  were  compiled,  and  many 
prepared  for  previous  applicants  were  used  again.  Eighty 
per  cent  of  the  requests  are  for  cultural  courses,  compris- 
ing subjects  in  literature,  history,  philosophy,  and  various 
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branches  of  the  social  and  natural  sciences.  Twenty  per 
cent  of  the  requests  were  for  "business"  subjects — sales- 
manship, letter  writing,  business  English  and  the  like.  The 
continuing  demand  for  this  highly  specialized  individual 
service,  the  intelligent  and  appreciative  use  made  of  it,  and 
the  many  acknowledgments  of  benefits  received  by  grateful 
patrons,  amply  justify  the  relatively  small  outlay  involved 
in  its  administration  and  point  the  way  towards  a  new  field 
in  library  extension  capable  of  infinite  development. 

Two  years  ago,  when  this  experiment  was  launched,  we 
adopted  the  phrase :  Reading  with  a  Purpose  as  a  general 
characterization  of  our  plan  and  its  objectives.  Last  spring 
we  were  flattered  to  observe  that  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation had  employed  the  same  words  as  a  comprehensive 
title  for  the  excellent  series  of  reading  courses  issued  in 
pamphlet  form  by  that  body  for  sale  to  libraries  and  others 
as  an  aid  in  the  promotion  of  individual  study.  Our  slogan 
has  thus  received  wide  distribution,  though  without  our  con- 
nivance, and  now  heads  the  title  pages  of  the  A.  L.  A.  Read- 
ing Courses  that  are  familiar  to  all  librarians. 

We  have  made  extensive  use  of  these  pamphlets,  bring- 
ing them  to  the  attention  of  library  users  throughout  the 
system,  with  the  result  that  over  six  hundred  copies  have 
already  been  purchased  by  eager  patrons.  Many  copies  have 
also  been  made  available  for  loan  and  are  constantly  in  the 
hands  of  borrowers.  Each  copy  thus  distributed  through 
our  agencies  includes  a  printed  slip  calling  attention  to  the 
Readers'  Bureau  and  its  continuous  reading  plan  under 
which  students  are  supplied  with  the  prescribed  books  in 
consecutive  order  without  interruption  or  delay. 

The  a.  W.  Swayne  Collection 

The  opportunity  that  presented  itself  early  in  the  year 
of  acquiring  the  stock  of  the  largest  local  dealer  in  lantern 
slides  at  a  figure  much  below  cost  revived  a  project  that  had 
engaged  our  interest  at  intervals  for  some  time,  namely,  that 
of  organizing  a  collection  of  slides  and,  perhaps,  films  of 
educational  subjects  to  be  added  to  the  resources  of  the 
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Library.  Depletion  of  funds,  however,  seemed  to  make  it 
impossible  to  consider  the  purchase  even  at  the  advan- 
tageous terms  offered.  At  this  juncture  we  were  electrified 
by  the  receipt  from  Mr.  Albert  W.  Swayne,  a  Chicago  busi- 
ness man,  of  a  check  for  $5,000  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  the  stock  of  slides  referred  to.  Not  only  was  this  the 
first  benefaction  received  by  the  Public  Library  in  some- 
thing like  twenty-five  years,  but  it  also  enabled  us  to  enter 
upon  a  new  phase  of  service  that  we  had  long  wished  to 
experiment  with.  The  collection,  comprising  35,180  slides, 
a  fourth  of  them  colored,  and  21,000  negatives,  was  pur- 
chased, together  with  several  stereopticons  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fixtures  and  accessories.  It  has  been  installed  in 
a  room  adjoining  the  bindery  and  repair  division,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  J.  Ritchie  Patterson,  head  of  the  latter  activi- 
ties, who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  manufacture  and 
use  of  lantern  slides  and  a  well-known  lecturer  in  the  local 
field. 

A  thorough  inventory  of  the  newly  acquired  collection 
indicates  that,  at  current  commercial  rates,  it  invoices  at 
approximately  $30,000.  A  great  variety  of  subjects  is  rep- 
resented ;  the  negatives  are  especially  valuable,  since  they 
give  us  a  monopoly  in  the  duplication  of  slides  on  many 
topics  much  in  demand  among  lecturers,  teachers,  and  even 
scientists.  A  considerable  revenue  is  already  accruing  from 
this  source  and  from  rental  of  slides  to  non-resident  patrons 
of  the  old  firm  who  insist  on  continuing  their  patronage, 
though  we  intend  gradually  to  eliminate  these  transactions 
as  beyond  the  scope  of  the  Library. 

Resident  borrowers  are  served  without  charge,  on 
terms  similar  to  those  governing  the  lending  of  books.  This 
local  clientele  will,  no  doubt,  increase  rapidly  as  the  privi- 
lege becomes  better  known.  Great  interest  has  already  been 
expressed  in  the  new  service  by  many  individuals  and  or- 
ganizations. Exchange  and  inter-loan  relations  have  also 
been  established  with  local  as  well  as  with  out-of-town  insti- 
tutions, among  them  being  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati, 
which  maintains  an  extensive  slide  department.     Additions 
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are  being  made  through  purchases,  paid  for  from  rental 
fees  and  proceeds  of  sales  to  non-residents,  through  the 
production  of  slides  from  our  own  or  borrowed  negatives, 
and  throvigh  gifts,  the  latter  including  a  beautiful  travel  set 
from  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  445  slides  from  the  Art 
Institute. 

The  new  department  has  been  named :  The  A.  W. 
Swayne  Collection  of  Visual  Material.  It  was  opened  for 
circulation  in  the  fall  and  issued  7,495  slides  to  local  bor- 
rowers and  1,034  on  rental  to  non-residents.  Cash  receipts 
from  rentals  and  sales  to  date  are  $781.50. 

While  it  is  too  early  to  formulate  conclusions  as  to  the 
permanent  importance  of  this  adjunct  to  Public  Library 
service,  we  already  have  many  reasons  for  confidence  in 
its  value.  Possibilities  in  its  development  appear  to  be  in- 
finite, and  expressions  of  interest  and  appreciation  on  the 
part  of  our  constituency  seem  to  indicate  that  the  opportu- 
nity we  have  thus  been  enabled  to  embrace  will  lead  to 
successful  and  gratifying  results. 

An  important  and  much  needed  addition  to  our  collec- 
tions of  Patent  Reports  is  the  newly  acquired  file  of  the 
German  specifications  and  drawings  from  1914  to  date. 
These  were  acquired  by  arrangement  with  the  German 
Patent  Office  which  received  as  compensation  a  number  of 
new  American  scientific  books  urgently  needed  for  its 
Library.  The  cost  of  these  books,  purchased  by  us  and  dis- 
patched through  the  Bureau  of  International  Exchange  at 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  was  approximately  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  return  for  this  relatively  small  expenditure 
we  have  received  thus  far  104,000  copies  of  German  patent 
specifications,  which  when  bound  will  form  at  least  seven 
hundred  volumes  of  invaluable  information  to  local  inven- 
tors and  attorneys.  An  extension  of  this  advantageous  ar- 
rangement ensures  the  receipt  of  all  future  reports  in  ex- 
change for  a  list  of  American  scientific  periodicals  that  are 
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supplied  by  us  at  a  cost  of  about  four  hundred  dollars  a 
year. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  includes: 

Titles  Copies 

Revised  Braille   (full   spelling)    67  115 

Revised  Braille  Grade   V^    555  1,627 

Revised  Braille  Grade   2    88  362 

Revised  Braille  French    text    64  201 

Revised  Braille  Spanish  text    3  8 

American   Braille    582  1,020 

Moon    531  1,481 

New  York  Point    6  19 

1,896  4,833 
Accessions,  1925 

Revised  Braille  Grade  1^     Ill  506 

Revised  Braille  Grade  2    52  228 

Revised  Braille  French  text     8  50 

Moon    48  104 

Many  of  the  publications  for  the  blind  are  received  as 
gifts  from  organizations  and  institutions  engaged  in  pro- 
ducing or  promoting  the  production  of  these  books.  Dona- 
tions of  this  sort  were  received  during  the  year  from  the 
U.  S.  Veterans'  Bureau  (296  vols.),  American  Brotherhood 
for  Free  Reading  for  the  Blind  (15  vols.),  American  Red 
Cross  (74  vols.),  American  Braille  Press  (89  vols,  in  English 
and  50  vols,  in  French),  and  18  volumes  from  miscellaneous 
sources.  Twenty-eight  periodicals  for  the  blind  are  now 
currently  received  and  are  in  practically  continuous  use. 

The  number  of  borrowers  was  538,  of  whom  291  are 
Chicagoans  and  247  non-residents.  Volumes  lent  num- 
bered 34,655,  an  increase  of  1,542  over  last  year. 

The  Music  Room  continues  to  serve  an  increasing  con- 
stituency of  appreciative  patrons.  New  borrowers  regis- 
tered during  the  year  numbered  2,554,  bringing  the  total  of 
music  borrowers  to  8,048.  Circulation :  bound  volumes, 
31,762;  sheet  music,  12,659.  Circulation  of  music  through 
branches  aggregated  908  bound  volumes  and  1,610  pieces 
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Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1924 1,380,799 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1925,  viz.: 

Purchased    125,983 

Gifts    6,516 

Binding  periodicals    1,036 

Binding  pamphlets    238 

Lost  and  recovered  2,770 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 1,162 

Replaced  by  borrowers  and  guarantors 135 

Transferred  from  Rental  Collection   2,728 

Gross  Accessions   140,568 

1.521,367 

Deductions : 

Worn  out  and  discarded    76,607 

Withdrawn    1,215 

Lost  and  paid  for  12,220 

Unaccounted  for  1924   25,013 

Delinquent    1924    4,176 

Total  deductions    119,231 

Volumes  in  the  Library  December  31,  1925 1,402,136 

Books,   Periodicals  and  Binding 

(Not  including  expenditures   from  Special   Funds) 

Books 

Main  Library                                                             Appropriation  Expenditures 

Current  and  extra  copies    $  15,000.00  $  17,710.93 

Replacements     5,000.00  5,600.27 

Hughes  Room   1,000.00  1,950.77 

Pictures     100.00  41.58 

Civics    1,200.00  2,890.26 

Documents    100.00  408.30 

Music   200.00  222.29 

Blind    600.00  1,482.99 

Continuations    1,800.00  1,475.77 

Foreign    5,000.00  4,747.72 

Deposits     18,000.00  18,154.16 

School   Deposits    20,000.00  20,181.33 

Branch  Libraries 

Current  and  extra  copies  85,000.00  79,341.37 

New  High  Schools   7,000.00  6,477.24 

$160,000.00        $160,684.98 

Periodicals  and   Newspapers    18,000.00  17,310.36 

Binding     90,000.00  91,123.22 
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Periodicals 

Titles  Copies 

American  periodicals,   subscriptions    536  4,112 

American  periodicals,  gifts   (incl.  docs.)    567  567 

British  periodicals,    subscriptions    92  161 

British  periodicals,   gifts    23  23 

Foreign  periodicals,  subscriptions   74  ISO 

Foreign  periodicals,   gifts    40  40 

Foreign  periodicals  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  subscriptions 21  29 

Foreign  periodicals  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  gifts  27  27 


1,380        5,109 

Neivspapers 

Titles  Copies 

American  newspapers,    subscriptions    92  103 

American  newspapers,  gifts    34  34 

British  newspapers,  subscriptions    13  15 

British  newspapers,  gifts     4  4 

Foreign  newspapers,  subscriptions    23  26 

Foreign  newspapers,  gifts   3  3 

Foreign  newspapers  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  subscriptions  ....  IS  23 

Foreign  newspapers  (pub.  in  U.  S.).  gifts    56  56 

240  264 

Catalog  Department 

New  titles  classified  and  cataloged    4,907 

Titles  recataloged   1,762 

Additions  and  corrections    2,454 

Replacements,  extra  copies,  continuations   7,675 

Cards  added  to  Public  Card  Catalog  27,236 

Cards  added  to  Foreign   Card   Catalog    11,435 

Cards  added  to  Official  Card  Catalog  23,928 

Cards  added  to  Music  Card  Catalog   508 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered:    10,523;  received 10,433 

Multigraphed   cards    71,820 

Multigraphed  lists :    96 ;  total  copies  20,650 

Bindery  Department 

Total  number  of  volumes  handled   550,007 

Bound  and  rebound   142,292 

Repaired  by  Library  employes   57,985 

Repaired  at  Binderies    193 

Discarded     76,607 

The  business  of  three  departments.  Order,  Cataloging, 
and  Binding,  is   summarized  in  the   above  statistics   which 
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indicate  large  transactions  and  a  huge  volume  of  work. 
Although  these  three  departments  are  little  known  to  the 
patrons  of  the  Library,  their  functions  are  among  the  most 
important  in  the  entire  organization  since  it  is  through 
their  joint  and  several  activities  that  the  book  stock  with 
which  the  public  is  served  is  acquired,  mobilized,  and  main- 
tained in  proper  condition. 

The  Catalog  Department  has  made  good  progress  in 
the  task  of  reclassifying  the  old  collections  of  books  in  for- 
eign languages  and  reports  that  the  Scandinavian  section  is 
completed.  Reclassification  of  our  large  German  collection 
is  now  in  process.  These  relatively  small  undertakings 
foreshadow  the  much  larger  one  that  must  sooner  or  later 
be  faced,  of  reclassifying  all  the  books  in  the  Central 
Library  upon  a  modern  and  uniform  plan  in  place  of  the 
old  Poole  numbering  scheme  followed  since  1873. 

The  Chief  Assistant  in  the  Reference  Department  has 
devoted  considerable  time  to  the  study  of  the  catalogs  of 
dealers  in  Americana  with  the  object  of  identifying  rare 
volumes  in  our  own  collections  and  taking  proper  steps  to 
preserve  them.  A  large  number  of  such  items,  fruits  of 
the  bibliographical  zeal  of  our  predecessors,  have  thus  been 
brought  to  light  and  rescued  from  indiscriminate  circula- 
tion, an  interesting  and  highly  important  piece  of  research 
work  that  will  be  continued. 

The  work  of  the  special  investigator  attached  to  the 
Loan  Desk  is  yielding  visible  results  both  in  the  number  of 
delinquent  books  recovered  from  forgetful  or  indifferent 
borrowers  and  in  the  moral  effect  arising  out  of  his  per- 
sistent and  well  directed  activities.  More  than  half  the 
books  reported  from  the  Central  Library  or  branches  as 
hopelessly  overdue  have  been  recovered  during  the  year. 
The  value  of  books  and  fines  collected  was  $3,137.53.  The 
provision  of  a  small  motor  car  for  the  use  of  the  investiga- 
tor will  be  a  necessary  addition  to  his  equipment. 
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Publications 

In  addition  to  the  regular  publications  the  annual 
book  list,  the  monthly  Book  Bulletin  and  the  Staff  News, 
the  only  printed  matter  issued  during  the  year  was  a  30- 
page  list  of  books  in  the  Czech  language,  reprinted  from 
three  numbers  of  the  Book  Bulletin.  Lists  of  new  books 
in  other  foreign  languages  should  be  published  as  soon  as 
possible,  copy  for  several  such  lists  being  already  available 
in  the  form  of  linotype  setups  from  instalments  appearing 
in  the  Bulletin. 

Administration 

The  total  number  of  employees  in  the  Library  service 
at  the  date  of  this  report  is  744,  exclusive  of  the  labor  and 
mechanical  group  which  comprises  78  persons.  The  Cen- 
tral Library  staff  is  300;  the  Branch  staff,  444.  The  cur- 
tailment of  staff  ordered  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
meet  the  deficit  in  the  appropriation  caused  the  separation 
of  35  temporary  junior  assistants,  involving  an  indicated 
reduction  in  the  annual  pay-roll  of  $25,000.  Before  the 
end  of  the  year,  however,  the  demands  for  service  made  it 
necessary  to  add  practically  as  many  juniors  to  the  staff, 
chiefly  in  Branches,  for  the  remaining  months,  as  had  been 
separated  in  the  spring.  It  happens,  therefore,  that  the  total 
number  of  employees  at  this  writing  is  again  what  it  was 
a  year  ago.  The  total  pay-roll  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$886,166.68,  which  was  $11,166.68  in  excess  of  the  reduced 
appropriation  and  $33,833.00  below  the  estimate  for  a  full 
staff. 

Eight  civil  service  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year,  all  but  one  in  the  early  months,  before  the  retrench- 
ment measures  were  resolved  upon.  These  measures  eventu- 
ally compelled  the  postponement  of  all  appointments  and 
promotions  resulting  from  such  examinations  until  the  open- 
ing of  the  new  fiscal  year.  The  total  number  of  persons 
taking  the  examinations  was:  original  entrance  (i.  e.  persons 
not  in  the  Library  service),  277;  promotional,  340.  Of  the 
former  class  only  30  were  able  to  pass  the  very  simple  tests 
given ;  of  the  latter,  201  were  passed.    Practically  all  will  be 
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assigned  to  vacancies  in  the  several  grades  as  soon  after 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year  as  the  Board  may  approve. 
The  number  of  persons  leaving  the  service  during  the  year 
was  352,  practically  all  junior  assistants  on  temporary  ap- 
pointment. The  vacancies  thus  arising  were  filled  by  other 
"temporary  juniors"  appointed  pending  civil  service  exam- 
inations, which  it  is  impossible  to  hold  frequently  enough 
to  overcome  this  huge  turnover  of  "temporaries"  who  con- 
stitute the  least  satisfactory  group  of  the  service  and  pre- 
sent constant  problems  of  training  and  administration.  Re- 
newed efforts  will  be  made  to  overcome  this  abnormal  state 
of  affairs,  with  the  promised  cooperation  of  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  in  the  form  of  more  frequent  examina- 
tions to  reduce  the  flood  of  casual,  untrained  and  uninter- 
ested temporary  employees  that  clogs  the  Library  service. 
The  turnover  for  the  year  has,  meanwhile,  been  consider- 
ably reduced,  being  about  43  per  cent  against  57  per  cent 
in  1924  and  70  per  cent  in  1923. 

The  Training  Class  which  was  graduated  in  April 
added  twenty-two  trained  assistants  to  the  staff.  The  Class 
which  began  its  studies  in  the  fall,  to  be  graduated  next 
April,  comprises  seventeen  promising  students.  The  prob- 
lem of  staff  training,  both  before  and  after  entrance,  is  an 
important  one.  Opportunities  are  given  to  employees  to 
participate  in  the  work  of  the  Training  Class  to  a  limited 
extent.  The  Staff  Association  has  conducted  two  courses 
of  lectures  by  local  literary  leaders  that  have  been  well  at- 
tended. But  aside  from  these  superficial  and  elementar)' 
expedients,  there  are  no  facilities  for  the  training  of  librari- 
ans in  Chicago.  One  result  is  that  positions  in  the  higher 
grades  of  our  own  service  must  be  filled  with  persons  un- 
ready and  immature  both  as  to  years  and  experience.  This 
is  not  a  healthy  condition  and  is  as  unfair  to  the  employee 
as  it  is  to  the  service  and  to  its  patrons.  While  it  might  be 
possible  to  amplify  or  intensify  our  own  training  facilities 
still  further  to  meet  this  need,  the  fact  remains  that  our 
salvation  lies  in  the  establishment  of  a  completely  organized 
library  school   in   Chicago,   with  which  we   could   establish 
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relations  enabling  members  of  our  staff  to  benefit  by  its  in- 
struction and  through  which,  on  the  other  hand,  we  should 
be  in  constant  touch  with  a  supply  of  efficiently  trained 
librarians  for  the  recruitment  of  our  rapidly  expanding 
service. 

The  foregoing  considerations  are  given  added  force  by 
the  withdrawal  from  our  ranks,  during  the  year,  of  three 
employees  occupying  important  positions,  no  one  of  whom 
will  be  easily  replaced. 

The  death  of  Frank  E.  Waska  in  March  was  a  serious 
loss  to  the  Library.  As  head  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Room 
he  was  known  to  hundreds  of  artists  and  designers  to  whom 
his  great  store  of  information  and  deep  familiarity  with  the 
books  in  his  special  field  became  a  valuable  asset.  Mr. 
Waska  was  one  of  the  oldest  employees  of  the  Library  in 
point  of  service,  a  genial  and  lovable  colleague,  a  painter  of 
more  than  common  ability,  and  a  loyal  and  devoted  servant 
of  his  special  group  of  patrons.  His  successor  has  not  yet 
been  discovered,  and  the  combination  of  qualities,  tempera- 
ment and  accumulated  knowledge  that  was  united  in  him 
will  scarce  be  found  again. 

The  departure  of  Miss  Bessie  Goldberg,  chief  cataloger, 
on  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence  has  created  a  vacancy  in 
one  of  the  most  important  posts  in  the  service  which,  it  is 
hoped,  may  be  filled  in  due  course  by  civil  service  examina- 
tion. Miss  Goldberg's  long  connection  with  the  institution, 
her  familiarity  with  its  traditions,  and  her  special  qualifica- 
tions combined  to  give  a  high  value  to  her  services  and  an 
enduring  quality  to  the  work  produced  under  her  direction. 

With  the  close  of  the  year  came  the  retirement  of  Mrs. 
Jessie  Woodford  Lyman,  the  capable  head  of  the  Public 
Documents  Division  for  12  years,  and  an  employee  of  the 
Library  since  1905.  It  is  due  to  her  tireless  enthusiasm  and 
devotion  to  that  important  field  that  our  collection  of  gov- 
ernment publications,  state  and  national  as  well  as  foreign, 
has  reached  a  stage  of  completeness  and  a  degree  of  effec- 
tiveness in  service  that  is  not  surpassed  in  any  other  public 
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library  in  the  world.  Mrs.  Lyman's  firm  faith  in  the  value 
of  the  often  despised  "public  document,"  and  in  the  im- 
portance of  securing  its  greater  use  led  her  to  inaugurate 
the  first  circulating  collection  of  government  material  in  the 
country.  The  immensely  increased  publishing  activities  of 
the  U.  S.  government  during  the  War  and  the  official  need 
for  the  widest  possible  distribution  of  this  output  gave  her 
enlarged  opportunities  for  promoting  popular  distribution 
of  the  public  document  in  all  its  multiplex  forms.  Her 
work  and  its  remarkable  success  attracted  the  attention  of 
librarians  and  brought  recognition  from  the  national  govern- 
ment itself.  Her  departure  entails  a  loss  to  the  institution 
and  to  the  library  profession  that  will  long  be  felt  by  both. 
Another  vacancy  will  shortly  be  created  by  the  already 
announced  resignation  of  the  Director  of  Training.  A  fifth 
is  that  of  Chief  of  the  Deposit  Department  which  has  re- 
mained unfilled  for  several  years  because  of  the  lack  of 
eligible  candidates  for  this  manifold  and  responsible  assign- 
ment. It  is,  moreover,  urgently  necessary  that  a  thoroughly 
experienced  director  of  work  with  children  be  added  to  the 
staff  in  the  near  future  in  order  that  this  important  and 
widespread  branch  of  library  activity  be  definitely  coordi- 
nated and  competently  supervised. 

Meanwhile  the  spirit,  enthusiasm  and  devotion  of  the 
staff  as  a  whole,  and  more  particularly  in  all  branches  of 
the  graded  service,  have  been  uniformly  high  and  praise- 
worthy. The  accomplishments  of  the  year  are  entirely  due 
to  the  untiring  labors  and  unfailing  loyalty  of  this  faithful 
band  of  workers,  whose  merits  and  their  just  rewards  are 
whole-heartedly  commended  to  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  Januar}^  25,  1926. 
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Number  of  Volumes 

Branch Juvenile     Adult  Total 

TTegier     15,946  32,525  48,471 

i  Woodlawn   8,091  16,467  24,558 

V  Douelas    8,634         9,794  18,428 

4  Sheridan    5,204  14,166  19,370 

5  Humboldt    7,296        8,449  15,745 

L  Kelly    7,870  14.293  22,163 

/Albany    6,053         7,558  13,611 

8  Austin     7,188  12,987  20,175 

9  Shedd  6,695         5,651  12,346 

lO'  Lewis    5,056  14,268  19,324 

ll' Logan  5,488        7,735  13,223 

12  Rogers    5,203  10,372  15,575 

13.  Blackstone     6,664  16.748  23,412 

H.Broadway    4,336        7,548  11,884 

15.  W.  North  Ave 3,662  4,919  8,581 

16.  Ogden    4,806  6.588  11,394 

17.  Hamilton   5,175        6,135  11,310 

18.  McKinley     3,444  3,490  6.934 

19.  Eckhart    3,530         3,743  7,273 

20.  Lincoln     3,297  8,237  11,534 

21.  Holstein     2,742  2,532  5,274 

ll.  Sherman    3,224  3,258  6,482 

23.  Independence    2,570  3,81 1  6,381 

24.  Hamlin     3,551  3,938  7,489 

25.  Bessemer    3,063  3,406  6,469 

26.  Jewish   People's    3,603  4,000  7,603 

27.  Hardin    4,010  3,761  7,771 

28.  Kosciuszko    2,174  2,434  4,608 

29.  Seward     2,914  3,585  6,499 

30.  Dvorak  2,458  2,627  5.085 

31.  Pulaski  2,943  1,646  4.589 

32.  Cornell   2,087  1,769  31856 

33.  Walker     4,056  7,162  11,218 

34.  Fuller    2,941  3,127  6,068 

35.  Stanton    2,967  2,976  5,943 

36.  Davis    1,323  1,718  3,041 

37.  Morse    2,138  2.270  4,408 

38  Stanford    1,720  1,229  2,949 

39.  Forestville    1,672  2,319  3,991 

Scanlan  School 

Mont  Clare    .... 

North  Austin   .... 

Kelvyn    

Total— Branches    175.794     269,241  445,035 


Circulation — J  uven  il  e 

Is'on- 
Fiction       Fiction         Total 


1.  Harrison    8,378 

2.  Marshall     9131 

3.  Austin  High  '.'.'.'.'..        10',767 


9,492 
6,852 
9,302 
10,599 


8,378 
9,131 
10,767 
9,492 
6.852 
9,302 
10,599 
4,980 
2,516 
1,326 
73,343 


96,747 
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134,962 

195,739 
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90,556 

26,400 
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209,955 
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41,818 

132,178 
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118,341 
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82,373 

32,201 

114,574 
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32,249 

149,776 
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23,331 
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155,504 

97,656 

43,845 
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38,197 
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Circulation — Adult  Circulation 

Non-  Grand 

li-lion      Fiction        Total           Total  Gain  Loss  % 

410,536  30,943       8 

348,548  15,653       4 

315,530  8,551      3 

288,763  9,974      3 

287,841  26,148      9 

267,%5  82  03 

264,350  2,679      1 

253,887  25,725       10 

245,480  1,565  6 

212,595  10,093   5 

207,463  27,458   13 

197,638  11,709   6 

184,819  2,957   2 

179,486  13,680      8 

171,239  1,752       1 

162.685        1,361        .8 

158,203  1,913      1 

143,156  39,388      28 

140,512  8,490      6 

129,227        3,171       2 

114.258  3,234      3 

113,475  14,190      13 

110,675  2.356      2 

107,701  3,168      3 

102.829        10,836  11 

100.668        20,066  20 

95,742        4,272  4 

83.721  8,832      11 

83,715        12,579  15 

83,703        12,661  IS 

82,905  11,300      14 

81,405  732  9 

77,844  6,204       8 

69,724        10,255  15 

60,349        6,474  11 

55,422        2,186      4 

51,367        1.954      4 

42,151  27,933      66 

42,145        7,368  17 

53,450  6,897       13 

20,861  20,861  

7,306  7,306  

7,248  7.248       _^ 

6,218,587  359,021  93,083  .. 
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183,921 
143,522 
218,348 
111,341 
141,475 
167,014 
85,127 
89,783 
81,601 
147,769 
79,581 
74,916 
142,067 
68,634 
62,010 
84,627 
79,533 
76,272 
128,841 
55,466 
57,459 
54,635 
49,322 
71,758 
60,221 
86,127 
65,649 
62,494 
49,527 
61,106 
60,669 
57,850 
34,363 
55,789 
41,681 
49,526 
42.288 
30,079 
29,743 


4,147 
7.482 
14,050 
4,868 
16,162 
11,683 
6,268 
10,901 
5,482 
8.000 
4,010 
5,647 
7.820 
3.690 
4,581 
4,825 
6.978 
5,711 
3,762 
3,563 
1,902 
3,038 
6,026 
4,613 
11,689 
2,780 
3.543 
2.981 
3,265 
2,805 
.304 
126 
478 
1,710 
1,459 
892 
1,624 
310 
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12,903 

12,249 

30,653 

12,386 

53,534 

13,955 

11,176 

23,099 

15,707 

5,766 

3,978 

7,803 

7,218 

5,285 

19,141 

8,729 

16,504 

20437 

10034 

8,219 

4,179 

11.972 

13,203 

27,895 

21,482 

6,076 

7,256 

2,089 

1,613 

844 

331 

485 

123 

2,759 

950 

527 

5,252 

49 

9 


3,242,134     189,187     405,870 


HOME  CIRCULATION   IN   HIGH   SCHOOLS 


4.  Lake  View 

5.  Lindblom   . 

6.  Englewood 

7.  Senn    

*8.  Crane    4 

t9.  Tilden   2,516 

+10.  Bowen    1  326 

Total-High  Schools   7^7"      73,343 

lotal— Branches  and 

^'gh    Schools    175,794     342,584     518,378     1,968,349     886,134     2,907,933     2,570,667  1,326,735     3,897,402     6,805,335     344,354     93,083 

!fe"f— Opened  October    15,    1925. 
I  lilden— Opened  November  2,    192S. 
JBowen— Opened  December  9.   1925. 


50,244 
43,356 
36,881 
21,597 
41.064 
24,618 
14,375 
1,940 
2.368 
840 


54,387 
60,238 
32,076 
44,677 
50563 
6,194 
2.657 
893 


99,126 
92,254 
91,268 
81,835 
73,140 
69,295 
64,938 
8,134 
5,025 
1,733 


99,126 
92,254 
91.268 
81,835 
73,140 
69,295 
64,938 
8.134 
5,025 
1.733 


733 
18,655      .....     20 

8,591 

5,335      . 
14,560      20 


237,283     349,465        586,748        586,748 


6,629 
9,021 
8,134 
5,025 
1,733 
78,416 


.7 

12 

98,555 

2,064 

1,144 

20 

10 

85,418 

775 

84 

9 

8 

90,818 

2,175 

1,630 

7 

9 

74,959 

2,464 

1,230 

20 

11 

101,147 

505 

107 

10 

7 

65,849 

4,895 

3,201 

14 

6 

122,475 

3,000 

695 

2 

15,213 

0 

0 

2 

13,922 

43 

4 

1 

1,526 

0 

0 

669,882 

15,921 

8,095 

3,912,016 

205,108 

413,%S 

STATISTICAL  SURVEY,  1873-1925 


fSuJ 


1873 

6,852 

4.O0O 

4,000 

1874 

18,18J 

11,331 

9,899 

1,432 

1»7S 

39,236 

21.053 

20,122 

96* 

1880 

67,772 

8,440 

7,799 

641 

1885 

111,621 

6,836 

5,692 

1,144 

6t 

IWO 

156,242 

10,908 

10,073 

»3S 

18, 

1895 

211,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

6, 

33 

1900 

258,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

6 

60 

190S 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

7 

68, 

1910 

402,848 

55.990 

51.482 

2,693 

17 

88, 

1915 

627,619 

75,837 

69.305 

3,901 

3i« 

866s 

1916 

701,059 

100.527 

82.158 

13,006 

J7 

907 

1917 

806,172 

140.645 

130.929 

3,875 

45, 

1.194 

1918 

882,566 

123.312 

112,857 

6,7S9 

49 

1,178 

1919 

1,011,963 

141.273 

130.841 

6,135 

50 

1.S15 

1920 

1,075,-292 

137,850 

126.990 

7,032 

52 

1.740 

1921 

1,099,711 

98,005 

88.246 

4,704 

46 

2.063 

1922 

1,213,835 

221.672 

209.957 

£,925 

44 

2,171 

192J 

1,305.140 

201.051 

185,164 

7.758 

45 

2,797 

1924 

1,380,799 

193,548 

178.798 

6,524 

46 

3,062 

1925 

1, 402.  U  6 

140,568 

125.983 

6,516 

60, 

3,280 

2,574 
23,283 
18,635 
25,906 
36,478 


May     1 

7.659 
399.156 
306,751 
519,691 
843,971 
53.956  1,147,862 
79,605  1,749,775 
73,368  1.336.199 
111.684  1,805,012 
260.955  4,326,057 
289.504  4.802,432 
334.930  5,602,806 
350.690     7,061.180 


459.636  9,901,576 
501,716  10,613,978 
546,307   11,002,736 


books 

,     1874 

7,659 

399,156 

306,751 

454,420 

643,714 

601,996 

606,384 

547.542 

520,019 

709,678 

700,909 

799.653 

804,705 

827,353 

859.998 

1,039.638 

1,085,523 

1.138,142 

1.213,753 

1,247,883 


149,145 

2,150,776 
2,462,684 
2,933,619 
4,051,818 
4,414,653 
4,411,124 
3,992,212 
5,092,698 
5,944,008 
6,4«0,981 
6,829,374 


65.271 
200,257 
345,866 
1,143,391 
788.657 
1,135,8« 
1,465.603 
1.638.839 
1.869,534 
2.204,657 
2,267,261 
2,380,806 
2,440.918 
2.647,552 
2,819,426 
2,939,244 
2,925.477 


295 
1,313 
1.0O2 
1,704 
2.830 
3,816 
5,769 
4,400 
5,938 
14,184 
15,694 
18,491 
23,151 
24,702 
25.006 
24.501 
28.937 
32,571 
34,800 
36,075 


1   Delivery  Stations. 

8  Branch   Reading   Rooms,    non-circulating;   first   one  established    1891. 

s  Includes   Blackstone   Branch,   opened  April   1,   1905,  and   6  Branch  Reading  Rooms. 

4  Six  of  these  were  converted  into  circulating  branches  in    1910. 

I  "Other  agencies"  henceforth   includes  Traveling  Libraries.   Deposit  Stations  and   School   Deposits. 

«  All  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches.   1910-11. 

,   From   1917  to  1924  this  figure  includes  seven   high   school  libraries. 

,  This  figure   includes   10   senior  high   school   libraries  and  8  junioi   higli  school  libraries. 


(  7.204.44 
33,178.20 
63,374.17 
33,765.58 
54,330.72 
80,085.47 
139,068.21 
213,794.29 
217,502,50 
306,897.32 
409,735.03 
469,983.33 
577.197.33 
651.989.51 
849,264.01 
948,746.28 
848,778. 7« 
1,221.319.39 
1.255.321.20 
1.377.741.26 
1,405,334.97 


$  1,224.26 
10.733,11 
28,4ia«3 
7,404.52 
6,899.14 
11,148.66 
19,431.18 
12,476.70 
19.884.79 
45,52085 
51,661.31 
72,171.42 
112,556.34 
101,044.01 
112,716.52 
105,465.93 
99,410.32 
285.049.93 
223.901.80 
206.188.05 
177,526.09 


$  1.791.64 
7.725.7« 
15.544.99 
14,558.84 
28,620.77 
45,919.61 
75,167.78 
131.085.22 
135.073.01 
179.499.42 
265.435.82 
289.348.75 
325.938.88 
382,143.53 
477.101.86 
572.393.32 
539,054.56 
680.163.73 
801.187.12 
912.6S1.47 
965,477.29 


EY,  1873-1925 


149, 1«S 

.150.776 
.462,684 
M3.619 

,051.818 
,414,653 
,411.124 
,992.212 
,092,698 
,944.008 


65,271 

200,257 

545.866 

1,143.391 

788,«{7 
1,135,84S 
1.465.603 
1.638.839 
1,869,534 
2.204,657 
2,267,261 
2.380.806 
2.440,918 
2.647.552 
2.819,426 
2.939,244 
2.925,477 


295 
1,31] 

1,002 
1.704 
2,830 
3.816 
5,769 
4,400 
5,938 
14,184 
15.694 
18,491 
23.151 
24,702 
25,006 
24.501 
28.937 
32.571 
34,800 
36.075 


t        7.204.44 

33,178.20 

63,374.17 

33,765.5* 

54,33a72 

80.085.47 

139,068.21 

213,794.29 

217,502.50 

306,897.12 

409,735.03 

469,983.33 

577.197.33 

651.989.51 

849,264.01 

948,746.28 

848,778. 7« 

1,221.319.39 

1.255,321,20 

1,377.741.26 

1.405,334.97 


$  1.224.26 
10.733.11 
28.4ia«3 
7.404. 52 
6,899.14 
11,14«.M 
19,431.18 
12,476l70 
19.884.79 
45.52a»5 
61.«6I.31 
72,171.42 
112.556.34 
101,044.01 
112,716.52 
105,465.93 
99.410,32 
285,049.93 
223.901.80 
206.188.05 
177,526.09 


(  1.791.44 
7.725.7S 
15.544.99 
14.558.84 
28.620.77 
45.919.41 
75,167.7» 
131.085.22 
135.073.01 
179.499.42 
265.435.82 
289.348.75 
325.938.88 
382.143.53 
477.101.86 
572.393.32 
539.054.56 
680.163.73 
801.187.12 
912,681.47 
965.477.29 


s  Rooms. 

!  and   School  Deposits. 
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CLASSIFIED    CIRCULATION    IN    BRANCHES    AND    HIGH 
SCHOOLS— 1925 


Class 

Juvenile 

Percentage      Adult 

Percentage     Total 

Percentag 

000 

1,400 

.049 

7,412 

.19 

8,812 

.13 

100 

425 

.0148 

37,493 

.961 

37,918 

.56 

200 

25,693 

.90 

17,321 

.444 

43,014 

.63 

300 

74,806 

2.62 

106,382 

2.72 

181,188 

2.68 

398 

313,224 

10.97 

313,224 

4.63 

400 

108 

.003 

12,536 

.Z2 

12,644 

.18 

500 

41,478 

1.45 

67,352 

1.72 

108,830 

1.61 

600 

50,542 

1.77 

104,151 

2.67 

154,693 

2.29 

700 

51,978 

1.82 

72,061 

1.84 

124,039 

1.83 

800 

83,630 

292 

244,492 

6.27 

328,122 

4.85 

900-09  ) 
930-99  j 

85,234 

2.98 

155,503 

3.98 

240,737 

3.56 

910 

86,795 

3.04 

66,818 

1.71 

153,613 

2.27 

920 

47,574 

1.66 

74,845 

1.92 

122,419 

1.81 

Fiction 

1,968,349 

68.95 

2,570,667 

65.95 

4,539,016 

67.22 

Rental 

42,019 

1.07 

42,019 

.622 

Magazines     23,247 

.814 

147,904 

3.79 

171,151 

2.53 

Foreign 

2,854,483 

170,446 

4.37 

170.446 
6,751,885 

2.52 

Total 

3,897,402 

Scanlan 

not  classi 

- 

fied 

53,450 

3,897,402 

— - 

53,450 

Total 

2,907,933 

6,805,335 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 
Circulation  for  1925 


Deposit 

Archer  Ave 11,790 

Armitage    13,572 

Association  House 69,188 

♦Auburn    Park 15,703 

♦Avalon    Park 3,113 

Avondale   10,829 

Belmont    Park 23,277 

Bethany    Union 5,903 

Birchwood     3,510 

Brotherhood   House 14,214 

Chase    House 11,235 

♦Chatham     5,752 

Cheltenham     16,562 

Chicago   Ave 7,597 

Chicago   Commons 10,930 

Chicago   Lawn 35,000 

♦Clearing   3,309 

Cleveland     19,314 

Columbus  Park 6,252 

♦Dauphin    Park 18,372 

Diversey     8,280 

Drexel    5,523 

Dunning    13,580 

•Not  open  the  entire  year. 


Stations 

E.  47th  St 

E.  61st  St 

Edison  Park 

Eleanor  Social  Center... 

Fernwood    

♦Franklin   Park 

Gads   Hall   Center 

Gage    Park 

Garden    Homes 

Good  Will 

Grand  Ave 

Grand  Crossing 

♦Granville  Av.  Presby.  Ch. 

Gresham     

Hegewisch     

Emil  G.  Hirsch  Center.. 

House  of  Happiness.... 
♦Hull  House  

Jackson  Park 

Jeflferson     Park 

Lake    View 

Larrabee    St 

♦Lawndale     


10.132 
10,364 
17,140 
33,571 
11,762 

4,605 
A2yZ7 
20,852 
19,285 
14.390 
15,185 
11,352 

5,094 
17,615 
14,096 

2,376 
17,441 
11,304 
16,524 
32,075 
13.591 
15.766 

7.426 
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Lawrence   Ave 8,432 

Le   Moyne 18,501 

*Lincoln-Belden     12,769 

Lincoln    Square 6,055 

Longwood    16,792 

Mayfair    11,909 

*Montrose    2,153 

Normal     Park 15,463 

N.  Clark  St 4.930 

Norwood    Park 18,307 

Olivet  Baptist  Church...  3,561 
Onward  Neighborhood 

House     8,767 

Park  Manor 61,108 

Portage  Park 13,286 

Ravenswood    21,146 

Roseland    24,467 

Sacramento   17,620 

St.   Louis 16,086 

Samaritan    14,192 


So.   Ashland   Ave 23,261 

So.  Chicago  Center 2,062 

So.  Chicago  N.  House..  3,555 

Southport     Ave 17,866 

So.  Western  Ave 3,276 

♦Stony     Island 2,786 

*Troy  St 3,932 

Trumbull    Park 26,463 

*Wakeford    1,297 

W.  Division    Institute...  16,400 

W.  Harrison    St 15,496 

W.  Pullman    17,598 

W.  Ravenswood    30,099 

16th   St 26,006 

12th   St 26,339 

Willow  St 15,148 

Windsor   Park 15,930 


*W 
W, 


Total    1,240,546 


Business  House  Deposits 


W.  D.  Allen  Mfg.  Co...  440 

American  Bank  Note  Co.  2,657 

American   Medical   Ass'n  1,252 

Armour  Packing  Co 9,396 

Automatic  Elec.  Co 2,533 

Belden  Mfg.   Co 578 

Boston    Store 5,780 

Butler    Brothers 2,542 

Chicago   Trust    Co 1,763 

Davis  Dry  Goods  Co. . . .  7,758 

The    Fair 521 

Federal    Reserve   Bank..  10,151 

Marshall  Field  &  Co....  17,866 

Foley   &   Co 1,386 

Goodman    Mfg.    Co 2,327 

G.   H.   Hammond 1,892 

♦Harris    Trust 1,120 

*Hartman    Furniture    Co.  1,487 

Hart   Schaffner  &  Marx  2,774 

*Hart    Schaffner-Franklin  18/ 

Hart    Schaffner-Tripp. . .  2,838 

111.   Bell   Tel.    Exchgs...  8,691 

*I.  C.   Burnside 1,147 

*I11.   Glass   Co 372 

111.  Steel  Co 3,659 

J.  S.  Kemper  &  Co 2,170 

*Jewel   Tea   Co 1,617 

L.  Klein.. 65 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co.,  3.  584 

La   Salle   Extension 7,120 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co 215 

Lyon    &    Healy 514 

Mail  Order   Co 1,025 


McCutcheon-Gerson 

Mitchell   Brothers  &  Co. 

Montgomery  Ward  &  Co. 
♦Montgomery  Ward  No.  3 

National  Biscuit  Co 

Northern  Trust  Co 

Peoples  Gas  Light  Co.. 
♦Philipsborn    Co 

Post    Office 

♦Rosenwald    &   Weil 

Sears   Roebuck  &   Co... 

A.  W.  Shaw  Co 

Sprague    Warner 

A.  Stein  &  Co 

*S.  W.   Straus  Co 

Union  Special  Machine 
Co 

Union   Trust  Co 

United  Cigar  Stores   Co. 

U.  S.  Rubber    Co 

U.  S.  Veterans    Bureau. 

U.  of   C.   Press 

Western   Electric  Co.... 

West.    Electric-Clinton  . . 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co. 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  &  Co... 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  2.. 
*W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  3.. 

Wm.   Wrigley   Jr.   Co . . . 

Yellow  Cab  Mfg.   Co... 


352 

839 
25,898 
3,083 
6,837 
1,511 
4,061 
2,978 
9,890 

897 
11,747 

684 
4,162 
2,875 
1,203 

203 
2,016 
1,685 

661 
6,158 
1,533 
22,916 
2,207 
2,908 
2,352 
2,416 

306 
1,709 
1,211 


Total   229.725 


'Not  open   the   entire  ye.ir. 
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Special  Deposits 


Amalg.   Cloth.  Workers. 

Auburn  Park  Church . . . 

Bateman  School 

Belden  Av.  Bapt.  Church 

Bethel  Evan.  Church... 
♦Bethlehem  Cong.  Church 

Brethren   Mission 

♦Chicago  College  of  Os- 
teopathy    

♦Chicago  Home  for  Girls 
♦Chicago  Lying-in  Hosp. 
♦Chicago  Normal  College 
♦Chicago  Osteopathic  Hos- 
pital      

Chicago  State  Hospital.. 
♦Chicago  Woman's  Aid.. 

Commercial  Cont.  School 

Cook    County  Hospital.. 

County   Jurors 

De  Paul  University 

♦Elsdon  M.  E.  Church... 

Fellowship    House 

Fourth  Presby.  Church.. 
♦Gladstone  Com.  Center.. 

Greeley    School 

♦Hartzell  Com.  Center... 

Hoyne   Cont.   School 

111.   Training    School 

Knights  of  Columbus... 

♦Lake  View  Hospital 

♦Loyola   University 

Marks  Nathan  Home... 

Mateer    Hotels 

♦Mercy  Hospital 

♦Methodist  O.   P.  Home. 

Michael  Reese  Hospital. 

Moody    Bible    Institute.. 

Mt.    Sinai    Hospital 

Municipal    Tuber.    San.. 

National  Kind.  College.. 

New  First  Cong.  S.  Sch. 
♦Orr-Austin   School 

Our    Lady    of    Sorrows 

Church    

♦Presbyterian  Hospital... 
♦Pullman  Free  Train.  Sch. 

Ravenswood    Hospital... 

Recreation  Training  Sch. 
♦Roseland    Hospital 

Rotary  Club 

♦Ruth  Club 


1,335 
544 
300 
657 

1,053 
130 
518 

48 

1,208 

848 

37 

302 

3,531 

48 

4,212 

16,212 

68 

2,166 

234 

1,400 

1,080 

215 

775 

1,689 

7,290 

898 

1,093 

167 

543 

2,756 

3,736 

98 

139 

4,025 

692 

612 

9,247 

2,630 

174 

750 

6,645 
2,171 
68 
623 
177 
130 
420 
120 


St.  Luke's    Hospital 8,145 

St.  Nicholas    Church....  1,606 

♦St.  Patricks    Academy  . .  126 

"St.  Philips   High   School  90 

*St.  Stephens    School....  156 

Scout  Troop  No.  50....  1,200 

So.  Chgo.   Cont.   School.  4,131 

So.  Div.    Cont.    School..  12,813 

Thoburn   Meth.   Church.  791 

Trinity  S.  School 667 

Union    League    Founda- 
tion      2,680 

♦U.   of   C.    Settlement....  638 

♦Waller  High   School....  92 

Wesley   Hospital 2,292 

Winchell     Cont.     School 

No.  2    5,692 

W.  &  C.  Hospital 350 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Central    1,874 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hyde  Park  . .  308 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Wilson    373 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Central     ....  2,764 

♦Y.  W.  C.  A.  Indiana    ....  79 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Indus.    S.    C.  1,562 

Camp   Algonquin 500 

Arden  Shore  Camp 250 

Camp  Beard   725 

Camp  Fire  Girls  Camp..  375 

Chgo.  Boys  Club  Camp . .  87 
Chgo.   Commons   Farm 

Camp    38 

Crippled  Child.   Camp...  500 

Council  Camp 125 

Forest  Beach  Camp 375 

Fourth    Presby.  Camp  B.  125 

Fourth  Presby.  Camp  G.  125 

Girl  Scouts  Camp 300 

Camp    Gray 750 

Lincoln   Centre  Camp. . .  125 

Camp    MacDonald 625 

New  First  Church  Camp  450 

Oval  Lodge  Camp 350 

Stone  Hill   Camp 250 

Sunset    Camp 150 

Swastika  Camp 24 

Swift    Camp 1,399 

U.  of  C.  Camp 250 

Camp   West 625 

Total   140.766 


'Not   open   the   entire  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 

Volumes    TotalAcces-    Net  Acces-  Volumes 

IN  Library  sions,Jan.  1-  sions,  Jan.  1-  in  Library 
Dec.  31/24     Dec.31,'25     Dec.31,'2S       Dec.  31/25 

000  General  Works 19,044  1,290  1,031  20,075 

050  Bound    Periodicals....  65,268  1,076  961  66,229 

100  Philosophy    16,813  1,547  916  17,729 

200  Religion     13,897  952  627  14,524 

300  Sociology     Zl ;]91  4,849  3,205  41,002 

400  Philology     3,153  574  233  3,386 

500  Natural    Science 21,424  1,894  819  22,243 

600  Useful   Arts 61,889  4,101  959  62,848 

700  Fine   Arts 24,252  2,393  602  24,854 

800  Literature    l\,ZZl  7,070  4,170  75,503 

^^  I  History   42,987  2,936  1,479  44,466 

910  Geography  and  Travel  27,875  1,653  716  28,591 

920  Biography     29,489  2,109  1,296  30,785 

Books  for  the  Blind 3,950  933  706  4,656 

Documents    70,826  3,822  ZJld  74,562 

English    Fiction 283,914  36,993  1,658  285,572 

Juvenile  Books 452,386  59,542  —4,834  447,552 

Music,   sheet 14,886  91  —81  14,805 

Piano  Rolls 500  500 

Music  Volumes 6,643  434  336  6,979 

Armenian  Literature 77  1  1  78 

Bohemian    Literature 10,002  34  —243  9,759 

Dutch  Literature 1,729  7  —10  1,719 

Finnish    Literature 29  29 

French   Literature 16,372  1,032  782  17,154 

German    Literature 38,590  866  311  38,901 

Hebrew   Literature 280  251  251 

Hungarian   Literature 1,044  7  —19  1,025 

Italian    Literature 3,585  168  —56  3,529 

Japanese  Literature 137  137 

Lettish    Literature 1,546  1,546 

Lithuanian  Literature 2,540  3  —93  2,447 

Polish    Literature 6,178  1,477  729  6,907 

Portuguese  Literature 17  — 1  16 

Russian   Literature 4,472  145  —420  4,052 

Scandinavian  Literature...  13,668  64  —120  13,548 

Slovak   Literature 298  —8  290 

Slovenian  Literature 886  884  884 

Spanish  Literature  3,325  329  248  3,573 

Welsh    Literature 8  8 

Yiddish  Literature 6,123  996  603  6,726 

Other   Languages 1,499  14  —Zl  1,462 

Woman's    Library 

(World's    Fair) 1,234  1,234 

Total    1,380,799  140,568  21,337  1,402,136 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

On  American  Library  Association  Schedules 
Annual  report  for  year  ended  December  31,  1925. 
Name  of  Library:    The  Chicago  Public  Library. 
City  or  town:  Chicago;     State:  Illinois. 
Name  of  Librarian:     Carl  B.  Roden. 
Date  of  founding:     April  11,  1872. 

Population  served   (estimate) 3,023,379 

Assessed  valuation  of  city  or  town $1,788,275,485.00 

Assessed  valuation  is  what  per  cent  of  true  cash  value 50% 

Rate  of  tax  levy  for  library  purposes $0.08  per  $100 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending. 
Free  for  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies 3,340 

Consisting  of —  Central   Library   1 

Branches    39 

Sub-branches    3 

How  many  occupy  separate  buildings?  5 

High  school  libraries — Junior 8 

Senior 10 

Other  agencies    (3,004   school   room   collec- 
tions)      3,279 

Number  of  days  open  during  year.  Central  Library 363 

Branches    309 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending,  Central  Library 60 

Branches    72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading,  Central  Library 83 

Branches    72 

BOOK  STOCK 

Adult       Juvenile        Total 
Number  of  volumes  at  beginning  of 

year  928,413    452,386     1,380,799 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  pair- 
chase    67,360      58,623        125,983 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  or 

exchange    6,341  175  6,516 

Number  of  volumes  added  bj  binding 

material  not  otherwise  counted..         7,325  744  8,069 

Total    1,009,439     511,928     1,521,367 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn       54,855      64,376       119,231 

Total  number  at  end  of  year 954,584     447,552     1,402,136 
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USE 

Adult       Juvenile        Total 

*  Number  of  volumes  of  fiction  lent 

for  home  use   3,126,353     2,030,868     5,157,221 

Total    number   of   volumes    lent    for 

home   use 11,002,736 

*  Per  cent  fiction  lent  of  total  vol- 

umes lent 63.78% 

Circulation   per  capita 3.64 

Number    of    pictures,     photographs 

and  prints  lent  for  home  use...  491,021 

Other  circulation  (sheet  music)...  31,762 
Number    of    persons    using    library 

for  reading  and   study 1,259,844 

REGISTRATION 

Adult       Juvenile        Total 

*  Number    of    borrowers    registered 

during  year    74,769         40,744        115,513 

Total  number  of  registered  bor- 
rowers      546,307 

Registration  period,  years    3 

Per    cent    registered    borrowers    of 

population  served  18% 

STAFF 

Number  of  staff,  library  service 744 

Number  of  stafif,  janitor  service 78 

FINANCE 

Receipts 

Local  taxation    $1,317,324.76 

Invested  funds   12,185.54 

Fines  and  sale  of  publications 79,830.41 

Duplicate  pay  collection  8,908.92 

Gifts  5,000.00 

Interest  on  deposits   992.69 

tOther  sources    64,498.06 

Total    $1,488,740.38 

Unexpended  balance  from  previous  year 19,991.45 

Grand  total   $1,508,731.83 

'Central  and  Branches  only.     Classified  figures  from  other  agencies  not  avail- 
able at  this  time.  ,     ■       .      ,„ 
tincludes    $45,620.00    received   from    Board   of    Education    for    salaries    in    10 
senior   high  school   libraries  and   8   junior  high   school   libraries. 
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Payments  for  Maintenance 

1.     Library  Operating  Expenses 

♦Librarians'  salaries   $823,837.29 

Books     177,526.09 

Periodicals    17,428.88 

Binding   91,123.22 

Supplies,  stationery,  printing,  etc 21,770.08 

Furniture,   equipment,  etc 7,429.13 

Telephone,   postage,   freight,  express 11,105.59 

Other  items   39,269.27 


Total $1,189,489.55 

2.     Building  Maintenance  Expenses 

Janitors,  mechanics,  wages,  etc $141,640.00 

Cleaning  supplies  and  equipment  1,870.20 

Building  repairs  and  minor  alterations...      14,088.39 

Rent   36,270.00 

Heat  and  light   21,976.83 


Total    $    215,845.42 

Total   maintenance  expenses $1,405,334.97 

Extraordinary    Payments 

Unexpended  balance  December  31,  1925..$  23,979.44 
Fines  paid  to  Pension   Fund 79,417.42 


Total  $    103,396.86 


Grand  total   $1,508,731.83 

Maintenance  expenditure  per  volume  of  circulation $0.14 

Maintenance  expenditure  per  capita 49 

•Includes   $43,825.08   appropriated  by  the  Board  of  Education   for  salaries 
in  10  senior  high  school  libraries  and  8  junior  high  school  libraries. 
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CHICAGO 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

1927 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

1926  Expiration 

OF  Term 

COLIN  C.   H.   FYFFE,  President 1929 

ANDREW  J.  KOLAR,  Vice  President 1929 

MICHAEL   lARUSSI    1928 

LOUIS  M.  SEVERSON 1929 

♦FANNIE  B.  WILLIAMS 1927 

MAX  HENIUS  1927 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON 1927 

FREDERIC  SIEDENBURG  1928 

PRESTON  BRADLEY  1928 

GEORGE   CLEVELAND   HALL 1927 

(Appointed  to  succeed  Mrs.   Fannie  B.  Williams.) 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

1926 

Library — Directors  Bradley  and  Hall. 

Administration — Director.s  Kolar,   larussi   and   Siedenburg. 

Buildings  and  Grounds — Directors   Roulston,  Henius  and  larussi. 


'Resigned  November,   1926. 


MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD    FROM   ITS   ORGANIZATION 

April  11,  1872,  to  December  31,  1926 

WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,   1880-82 
*  Anthony,  Elliott,   1872-77 
Appel,  Charles  L.,  1922-25 
*Armstrong,    George    B.,    1881- 

82;    1908-11 
Armstrong,  John  C,   1921-23 
Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899;  1916-21 
Beebe,  William  H.,  1887-89 
Beroth,  Carl  O.,  1917-22 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78 
*Blodgett,   Edward  A.,   1908-10 
*Bo\vers,  James  F.,  1901-08 
Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887 
Bradley,  Preston,   1925-28 
*Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-17 
*Brine,  George  J.,  1886-87 
*Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;   1901- 

07 
*Callaghan,  B.,  1880-86 
Cigrand,  B.  J,  1903-10 
Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13 
Cuneo,  Lawrence,  1917-24 
*Curran,  William,  1882-83 
*Despres,      Samuel,     1903-06; 

1912-15 
Diener,  T.  C,   1893-95 
*Dreyer,  Edward  S.,  1889-95 
*Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07 
Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05 
*Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88 
*Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80 
*Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13 
Franks,  Jacob,  1897-1903 
*Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13 
Fyffe,    Colin    C.    H.,    1903-05; 
1924-29 
♦Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02 


*Gartenstein,  Jacob,  1921-22 
Gessler,  Samuel,  1917-19 

*Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98 
Hall,  George  Cleveland,  1926-27 

♦Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98 

♦Hatch,    Azel    F.,    1890-93;    1894- 
1900 

♦Hayes,   Samuel  S.,   1872-75 
Hazard,  Paul  A.,  1923-25 
Healy,  James  J.,  1913-25 
Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98 

♦Heldmann,  George  D.,  1902-03 
Henius,  Max,   1911-17;   1925-27 

♦Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901 

♦Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97 

♦Hotz,  Ferdinajid  C,  1875-81 

♦Hoyne,  Thomas,  1872-75 

♦Hutchinson,     Charles    L.,    1898- 
1901 

♦Hynes,   William  J,   1881-87 
larussi,  Michael,  1924-28 
Jonas,  Edgar  A.,  1917-19 

♦Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89 

♦Kaspar,  William,  1889-94 
Keeley,  Thomas  F.,  1894-97 

♦Kent,  William  D.,  1888-89 
Kolar,  Andrew  J.,  1924-29 
Ksycki,   Philip  M.,  1911-17 
Kuflewski,  W.  A.,  1899-1902 
Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-17 
Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900 

♦Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06 

♦Loewenthal,  B.,   1875-82 

♦Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06 

♦AlcCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-1901 
McDowell,  Malcolm,  1913-14 

♦McLaughlin,  Robert  J.,  1919-20 


♦Deceased. 


MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87 
*Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88 
Mason,  George,  1874-80 
Mayer,  Oscar  G.,  1914-17 
Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03 
*Moos.  Bernhard,  1887-96 
♦Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88 
Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08 
O'Connell,   T.    Frank,   1913-17 
Oldenburg,  Adam   C.,   1921-23 
*Onahan,  William  J.,   1874-81 
*Peabody,  Francis  S.,   1899-1903 
*Plamondon,    Qiarles    A.,    1899- 

1902 
Pokorney,  Frank  J.,   1913-17 
*Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76 
*Raster,  Hermami,  1872-75 
Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11 
*Rend,  William  P.,  1889-92 
♦Rogers,  Henry  W.,   1883-85 
♦Rosenthal,  Julius,   1872-75 
Roulston,   Robert  J.,   1905-13; 
1925-27 
♦Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85 
Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99 
Schick,  Charles  E,  1917-23 
♦Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82 
♦Scranton,  Abner  R,  1876-79 


Severson,  Louis  M.,  1924-29 
♦Sheahan,  James  W.,    1872-74 
♦Shields,  Michael,  1902-03 
♦Shorey,  Daniel  L.,   1872-80 
♦Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95 

Shutter,  R.   G.,   1917-20 

Siedenburg,  Frederic,  1925-28 
♦Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94 
♦Smith,  Robert  J,  1890-93 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79 
♦Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95 
♦Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81 

Sproul,  Elliott  W.,  1919-22 

Stern,  Julius,   1906-12 
♦Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87 

Taylor,  Graham,   1906-12 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24 

Turner,  F.  W.,   1921-24 
♦Umbedenstock,   Michael,  1887-90 
♦Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99 
♦Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13 
♦Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83 
♦Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10 
♦Wells,  William  H.,  1882-85 

Williams,  Fannie  B.,  1924-26 
♦Williams,    Norman,    1887-89 
♦Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74 


♦Sheahan,    Tames    W.,    Acting    Secretary    from    April    11    to    July 

20,  1872. 
♦Wickersham,    W.    B.,    Secretary    from    July   20,    1872,    to    October 

15.  1908. 
Wilson,   Harry  G.,  Acting   Secretary,   October    15,   1908,  to   March 

11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 

♦Poole,   William   F.,    LL.D.,    Librarian    from    October   25,    1873,    to 

August  1,  1887. 
*Hild,    Frederick   H.,    Librarian    from    October    15,    1887,    to    April 
30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl   B.,   Acting   Librarian   from  May  1,   1909,   to   October 
11,  1909. 
♦Legler,   Henry   E.,   Librarian    from    October    11,    1909,    to    Septem- 
ber 13,  1917. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Librarian  since  March  11,  1918. 


♦Deceased. 


Fifty-Fifth  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  PubUc  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chi- 
cago PubHc  Library  has  the  honor  to  present  the  annual 
report  of  the  PubHc  Library  for  the  fiscal  and  calendar 
year  ending  December  31,  1926. 

The  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  the  Secretary,  em- 
bodied herewith,  present  in  detail  the  operations  of  the 
Library,  and  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the  municipal 
and  trust  funds  which  constitute  the  resources  of  the  in- 
stitution. They  exhibit  satisfactory  progress  in  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Library  and  in  the  increase  of  its  service  and 
influence,  and  the  sound  condition  and  efficient  administration 
of  its  funds.  The  attention  of  the  Board,  aside  from  its 
supervisory  functions,  has  been  mainly  centered  upon  the 
building  projects  announced  in  this  report  a  year  ago,  when 
the  inception  of  a  wide  and  comprehensive  program  of 
extension  was  indicated.  A  ruling  of  the  County  Clerk, 
based  upon  a  recent  Supreme  Court  decision,  had  the  result 
of  postponing  the  legal  effectiveness  of  the  building  fund 
rate  to  January  1,  1927.  The  Board,  however,  resolved 
to  proceed  with  its  plans  so  far  as  possible  notwithstanding 
this  temporary  obstacle,  even  to  the  extent  of  anticipating 
a  portion  of  the  income  from  the  new  rate  if  necessary. 
Prompt  steps  were,  accordingly,  taken  to  acquire  a  site  for 
the  first  of  the  new  branches  to  be  erected,  the  location  de- 
cided upon  being  the  southwest  corner  of  Crawford  avenue 
and    West   Twentv-Seventh    street.      The   selection    of    an 
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architect  and  the  preparation  of  plans  followed  without 
undue  delay,  and  the  building  is  now  under  way,  to  be  com- 
pleted by  April  1,  1927. 

Early  in  the  year  the  suggestion  was  made  by  groups 
of  residents  of  Austin  that  an  appropriate  site  for  a  much 
needed  branch  might  be  obtained  by  grant  from  the  City  of 
a  portion  of  the  square  known  as  Holden  Park.  Negotia- 
tions to  this  end,  begun  by  committees  representing  the 
community,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Board,  eventually 
resulted  in  the  passage  of  an  ordinance  authorizing  the  ex- 
ecution of  a  lease  to  the  Public  Library  for  ninety-nine 
years  of  a  tract  110  by  125  feet  in  area,  upon  which  a 
branch  library  is  to  be  erected  within  two  years.  This  lease 
was  duly  accepted  by  the  Board  on  October  19th,  but  further 
proceedings  have  been  halted  pending  the  consideration  of 
certain  counter  suggestions  which  may  lead  to  amendments 
to  make  the  instrument  wholly  acceptable  to  all  parties.  The 
date  for  the  erection  of  a  branch  in  Austin  is,  therefore, 
still  somewhat  indefinite. 

In  June  a  formal  communication  was  received  from 
the  Trustees  of  the  Pullman  Free  School  of  Manual  Train- 
ing, proposing  to  make  a  gift  of  a  site  one  hundred  feet 
square  in  area  for  a  branch  library  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  110th  street  and  Indiana  avenue.  The  conditions  of  this 
gift  were  that  the  Board  take  over  the  books,  pamphlets 
and  other  material  of  the  Pullman  Public  Library,  an 
institution  privately  conducted  and  maintained  by  the  said 
Trustees ;  that  the  Board  agree  to  erect  a  branch  library 
Imilding  on  the  proffered  site  during  the  year  1927  at  a 
cost  of  not  less  than  $50,000,  and  that  this  branch  be  named 
the  George  M.  Pullman  Branch  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library. 

The  proposed  site  proved  to  be  well  adapted  for  the 
location  of  a  branch  to  serve  not  only  the  residents  of  the 
old  town  of  Pullman  but  also  a  number  of  adjacent  com- 
munities, all  now  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City. 
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The  ofifer  of  the  Pullman  Trustees  was,  therefore,  grate- 
fully accepted  by  this  Board.  An  architect  has  been  em- 
ployed, and  plans  for  the  new  branch,  to  be  completed  within 
the  specified  time,  are  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

It  was  found  impossible,  however,  to  secure  temporary 
quarters  for  the  continued  operation  of  the  Pullman  Library, 
which  was  forced  to  vacate  the  premises  it  had  occupied,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  close  that  institution  and  store  its 
possessions  to  await  the  completion  of  the  new  branch. 

Another  ofifer  of  a  free  site  for  a  branch  library  was 
received  from  a  committee  representing  the  citizens  of 
Beverly  Hills,  who  proposed  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board  a  beautiful  corner  lot  on  Longwood  boulevard  at  103d 
street.  After  very  thorough  consideration,  however,  the 
conclusion  was  reluctantly  reached  that  the  location  was 
unsuitable,  largely  because  of  its  proximity  to  our  Morgan 
Park  Branch,  and  also,  because  the  center  of  population  in 
this  community  was  found  to  be  some  distance  from  the 
proposed  site.    The  ofTer  was,  therefore,  regretfully  declined. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  during  the  first  year  of 
our  new  building  program  the  Board  has  received  the  tender 
of  two  free  sites  for  branch  libraries,  besides  the  park  site 
in  Austin  which,  in  efifect,  will  be  the  third.  These  tenders 
and  the  community  spirit  which  brings  them  about  are 
direct  evidence  of  the  interest  which  the  public  has  in  our 
expansion  projects.  We  may  fairly  express  the  hope  that 
they  will  set  a  fruitful  precedent  and  that  the  plan  of  in- 
stalling a  branch  library  within  walking  distance  of  every 
citizen  will  be  measurably  expedited  through  similar  pro- 
visions in  many  parts  of  the  City.  To  this  end  the  Board 
has  created  a  special  Committee  on  Publicity  and  Promotion 
whose  labors  have  been  directed  towards  presenting  the 
Public  Library  and  its  work  to  our  citizens  of  wealth  and 
public  spirit  as  a  cause  worthy  of  their  benefactions.  The 
large  task  of  providing  adequate  library  service  for  all  parts 
of  the  City  will  progress  but  slowly  if  the  sole  source  of 
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revenue  for  that  purpose  must  be  the  building  fund  created 
by  taxation,  amounting  to  perhaps  $350,000  a  year.  In  the 
light  of  the  experiences  of  other  large  public  libraries,  and 
with  these  free  gifts  of  sites  already  before  us,  we  are 
encouraged  to  hope  that  the  way  may  be  opened,  through 
further  gifts  of  sites  or  funds,  for  bringing  the  plans  of  the 
Board  to  a  more  rapid  conclusion. 

The  seriously  overcrowded  conditions  of  the  Central 
Library,  where  both  the  book  storage  and  the  rooms  for 
public  use  have  finally  reached  and  exceeded  their  ultimate 
capacity,  have  meanwhile  occupied  the  serious  attention  of 
the  Board.  The  building,  one  of  the  architectural  monu- 
ments of  Chicago,  is  nearly  thirty  years  old.  During  that 
time  the  character  of  its  environment  has  completely  changed. 
It  now  occupies  one  of  the  most  prominent  sites  on  the  most 
important  thoroughfare,  and  the  Loop  population,  whence 
it  derives  most  of  its  patronage,  has  been  many  times  in- 
creased, and  continues  to  multiply  through  the  erection  of 
new  skyscrapers  on  every  available  spot.  The  vacant  space 
left  in  the  rear  of  the  building  for  an  additional  wing  must 
be  utilized  for  that  purpose  in  the  near  future  if  the  institu- 
tion is  to  continue  to  serve  its  constantly  growing  constit- 
uency with  continued  efficiency.  To  make  this  possible,  it 
will  become  necessary  to  interrupt  the  building  of  branches, 
perhaps  for  two  years,  in  order  to  secure  funds  for  this  indis- 
pensable improvement. 

Meanwhile  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  the  complete  success 
of  the  changes  ordered  by  the  Board  a  year  ago  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  mechanical  plant  of  the  Central  building,  in- 
volving the  introduction  of  commercial  electric  current  for 
light  and  power,  and  the  reduction  of  the  steam  plant  to 
serve  only  for  heating.  Both  financially  and  technically  this 
step  has  been  entirely  justified  by  its  results.  This  outcome 
is  very  largely  due  to  the  skillful  and  intelligent  administra- 
tion of  the  engineer  in  charge,  Mr.  Ernest  A.  Hart,  to  whose 
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loyal  and  tireless  efforts  the  Board  gladly  pays  this  tribute  of 
recognition. 

The  personnel  of  the  Board  was  not  materially  changed 
during  the  year.  The  terms  of  Directors  Fyffe,  Kolar  and 
Severson  expired  in  June,  but  all  were  reappointed.  Di- 
rector Severson  has  since  been  obliged  to  withdraw  and  the 
vacancy  caused  by  this  action  still  exists.  In  November, 
Director  Fannie  B.  Williams  presented  her  resignation  to  the 
Mayor  because  of  removal  from  the  City,  and  Dr.  George 
Cleveland  Hall  was  appointed  to  serve  in  her  place.  The 
regular  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  at  the  appointed 
time  with  few  exceptions,  and  a  large  number  of  Committee 
meetings,  chiefly  for  consideration  of  building  projects  were 
held  at  various  times  as  called. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Colin  C.  H.  Fyffe,  President. 
Andrew  J.  Kolar,  Vice  President. 
Michael  Iarussi, 
Max  Henius, 
Robert  J.  Roulston, 
Frederic  Siedenburg, 
Preston  Bradley, 
George  C.  Hall. 

Chicago,  January  24,  1927. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public  Library 

Chicago,  January  24,  1927. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library 
is  established  and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
financial  and  statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  1926: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1926 

Receipts 

Sale  1925  tax  warrants $    260,000.00 

Sale  1926  tax  warrants 132,000.00 

Taxes  1925  $1,327,231.94 

Less:     Tax  warrants  1925  redeemed. ..  .      390,000.00       937,231.94 

Taxes  1924   94,477.68 

Taxes  1923  and  prior 16,970.87 

Taxes  1924  and  prior 16,306.29 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,221.36 

Miscellaneous  receipts  : 

Postage  refunds    1,642.02 

Miscellaneous 3,992.02 

Sale  of  finding  lists 233.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 12,249.88         18,116.92 

$1,476,325.06 
Funds  Jan.  1,  1926 : 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 11,959.20 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,000.00 


$1,489,284.26 
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Disbursements 

Salaries  main  library $  514,296.68 

Salaries  branches   434,188.83 

Salaries   deposit   stations 22,794.52 

Delivery  service,  automobiles,  etc 14,244.92 

Branches    miscellaneous 55,467.05 

Books  231,953.52 

Binding    87,668.44 

Finding   lists    4,318.12 

Printing  and  stationery 18,992.08 

Periodicals   and  newspapers 17,371.50 

Aliscellaneous   expense    10,151.15 

Fuel    9,749.40 

Heating  and  lighting 14,881.88 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 1,741.51 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 1,261.43 

Janitors  expense   1,903.66 

Furniture  and  fixtures 7,892.18 

Insurance    3,312.08 

Freight  and  expressage 571.54 

Postage   6,709.51 

Books   lost  and  paid   for — refunds 1,597.73 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 16,755.04 

Interest  on  1925  tax  warrants 5,355.56 

$1,483,178.33 
Funds  Dec.  31,   1926: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 5,105.93 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Secre- 
tary   (petty   cash) 1,000.00 

$1,489,284.26 

Building  Fund 

Receipts 
Anticipation  lax  warrants  1926 $  75,000.00 

Disbursejncnts 

Power  plant  alterations $  29,260.00 

Branch  furniture    6,352.55 

Sites,  buildings  and  equipment  new  branch 

libraries     37,143.05 


$     72,755.60 
Cash  in  hands  City  Treasurer  Dec.  31,  1926         2,244.40     $  75,000.00 
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Public  Library  Fund 

Dec.  31,   1926 

Anticipation  tax  warrants   1926  outstanding   $132,000.00 
Anticipation  tax  warrants  1926  outstanding 

building  fund  75,000.00      $207,000.00 

Less: 

Cash     in     hands     of     City     Treasurer 

Dec.  31,  1926  5,105.93 

Cash     in     hands     of     City     Treasurer 

building  fund   2,244.40  7,350.33 

Net    outstanding    charge    against    taxes    of 

1926  collectible  during  year  1927 $199,649.67 

MiSCELL.ANEOUS    FuNDS 

Rental  Collection : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $    3,852.86 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 1 1,676.99 

$  15,529.85 

Books  purchased    $  12,844.44 

Balance  Dec.   31,   1926 2,685.41        15,529.85 

Security  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $    2,516.65 

Deposits  for  cards  and  books 6,908.79 

$    9,425.44 

Deposits   refunded    $    6,685.29 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1926 2,740.15  9,425.44 

High  School  Libraries : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $    2,216.22 

Board  of   Education  for   salaries 62,828.87 

$  65,045.09 
Expended  on  account  of  salaries $  65,045.09 

Slide  Collection: 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $         80.38 

Fees  for  loan  and  sale  of  stereopticon  slides 1,055.79 

$    1,136.17 
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Slides  and  supplies  purchased $     1,075.41 

Balance   Dec.  31,    1926 60.76    $     1,136.17 

Insurance  Fund : 

Adjustment  of  fire  loss $         51.85 

Books  purchased   $  9.35 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1926 42.50  51.85 

Special  Deposits : 

Balance   Jan.    1,    1926 $       100.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,    1926 $        100.00 

Branch  Building  preliminary  expense  fund : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $    2,097.70 

Expended    $       498.55 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1926 1,599.15  2,097.70 

Fines : 

Fines  for  retention  of  books $  87,896.40 

Paid  to  Public  Library  Employes  Pen- 
sion Fund  in  accordance  with  law 
and  action  of  Board  of  Directors. .  .$  87,896.40 

Secretary's  Petty  Cash : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $         55.12 

Re-imbursed  from  Library  Fund 12,520.59 

$  12,575.71 
Miscellaneous    expense    as    per    vouchers 

audited    $  12,575.39 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1926 .32        12,575.71 


Trust  Funds 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Kelly  Branch  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1926 $  9.35 

Income   from  investments 11,749.38 

$  11,758.73 

Salaries  Kelly  Branch  Library $  11,754.40 

Balance  Dec.  31,  1926 4.33        11,758.73 

Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $         53.42 
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Income   from   investments $       438.60 

$       492.02 

Books    purchased    $       457.81 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1926 34.21  492.02 

Beechcr  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.   1,   1926 $         50.64 

Income   from   investments 90.42 

$       141.06 

Books   purchased    $       117.60 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1926 23.46  141.06 

Jackson  Fund  Income : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1926 $         43.02 

Income  from  investments 51.61 

$         94.63 
Balance  Dec.  31,  1926 $         94.63 

Trust  Funds  and  Investments 

Trust  Funds : 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome   Beecher   bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram   Kelly    Increment 65,000.00    $278,000.00 

Investments : 

Bonds  Jan.   1,   1926 $277,974.16 

Less   bonds    matured 26,000.00 

$251,974.16 
Bonds   purchased    25,759.10 

Bonds     Dec.     31,      1926      (par     value 

$282,650.00)    $277,733.26 

Accrued  interest  179.56 

Cash    uninvested 87.18    $278,000.00 
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Cash  Reconcilement 

Incidental  Fund    $     1,000.00 

Less  incidental   fund   not  re-imbursed   by 

City  Treasurer    999.68    $  .12 

Security  deposits    2,740.15 

Special  deposits    100.00 

Rental   collection    2,685.41 

Branch  building  preliminary  expense   fund 1,599.15 

Slide  collection    60.76 

Insurance  fund    42.50 

Kelly  branch  fund 4.33 

Ryder  fund  income 34.2 1 

Beecher    fund   income 23.46 

Jackson  fund  income 94.63 

Trust  fund  cash  balance 87.18 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  library  books  December 

31,  1926  $  7,472.10 

LIST  OF  SECURITIES 

NO.  OF                                                                                       MATU-  DENOMI-  PAR 

BONDS                                                                             RATE        RITY    NATION  VALUE 

1  Lincoln  Park  Commissioners....  5%       1931     $1,000     $  1.000.00 

2  Lincoln   Park  Commissioners....   4%       1931       1,000  2,000.00 

15  Citv  of  Chicago  Citv  Hall 4%       1927       1,000  15,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4%       1928      1,000  15,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4%       1929       1,000  15,000.00 

1  City  of  Chicago  judgment  refund  4j4%  1927       1,000  1,000.00 

1  Citv  of  Chicago  Ashland  Avenue 

'Improvement    4%       1929       1,000  1,000.00 

7  City  of  Chicago  So.  Water  Street 

Improvement 4%       1941       1,000  7,000.00 

1  City  of  Chicago  Police  Depart- 
ment Building   4%       1930         500  500.00 

1  Sanitarv  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1928       1,000  1,000.00 

15  Sanitarv  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1930       1,000  15,000.00 
10  SanitarV  District  of  Chicago. ...  4%       1932       1,000  10,000.00 

1   SanitarV  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1934       1,000  1,000.00 

1  Sanitarv  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1935       1,000  1,000.00 
5  Sanitar'y  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1943       1.000  5,000.00 

7  East   St.   Louis   Park   District...  ¥/i%  1931       1,000  7,000.00 
4  South   Park  Commissioners 4%       1930       1,000  4,000.00 

10  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1931       1,000  10.000.00 

16  South   Park  Commissioners 4%       1935       1,000  16,000.00 

8  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1936      1,000  8,000.00 

2  West   Park   Commissioners 4%       1927       1,000  2,000.00 

1  West   Park   Commissioners 4%       1928       1.000  1.000.00 
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2  West   Park  Commissioners 4%  1930  1,000  2,000.00 

1  Cook  County  Forest  Preserve...  4%  1938  1.000  1,000.00 
5  Rockford,  111.,  School  Building..   5%  1934  1,000  5,000.00 
5  Rockford,  111.,  School  Building..  5%  1935  1,000  5,000.00 
5  Livingston   County,    111.,    Consoli- 
dated School  District  No.  185  5%  1938  1,000  5,000.00 

2  Livingston   County,    111.,    Consoli- 

dated School  District  No.  185  5%       1941       1,000         2,000.00 

1  Putnam    County,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  ii7  5%       1933       1,000  1,000.00 

2  Putnam     Countv,     111.,     Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%       1934      1,000  2,000.00 

1   Putnam    Countv,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  S%       1935       1,000  1,000.00 

3  Putnam    County,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  S%       1939       1,000  3,000.00 

3  Putnam     Countv,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%       1940      1,000  3,000.00 

7  Ford    Countv,    111.,    School    Dis- 

trict  N6.    103 4^%  1929         500  3,500.00 

1  Ford    County,    111.,    School    Dis- 

trict  No.   103 Ay2%  1930         500  500.00 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District  No.  90... 5%       1929      1,000  5,000.00 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District  No.  90 5%       1930      1,000  5,000.00 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District  No.  90 5% 

5  Pekin,  111..  School  District 4^/4% 

5  Stephenson    County,    111.,    School 

District  No.  145 4^% 

2  Citv  of  Sterling,   111 4i/l% 

1  Lake    County,    111 5% 

1  Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4% 

5  East    Side    Levee    and    Drainage 

District    S% 

1  Waukegan  Park  District 5% 

5  State   of    Illinois    Soldiers    Com- 
pensation       Ay2% 

8  State  of  Illinois  State  Highways  4% 
5  State  of  Illinois  State  Highways  4% 

1  Federal  Land  Bank 4^/^% 

8  Federal  Land  Bank 4i/<% 

8  U.  S.    3d    Libertv    Loan 4^4% 

1  U.S.  3d  Libertv  Loan 4^% 

1  U.S.  3d  Libertv  Loan 4^4% 

17  U.  S.   4th   Liberty  Loan 4^/^% 

3  U.S.  4th  Liberty   Loan 44% 


1931 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1932 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1937 

1,000 

5.000.00 

1934 

1,000 

2.000.00 

1937 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1949 

500 

500.00 

1938 

1,000 

5.000.00 

1931 

500 

500.00 

1933 

1,000 

5,000.00 

1945 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1936 

1,000 

5.000.00 

1953 

10,000 

10.000.00 

1953 

1,000 

8.000.00 

1928 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1928 

100 

100.00 

1928 

50 

50.00 

1938 

1,000 

17,000.00 

1938 

5,000 

15,000.00 

$282,650.00 
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Chicago,  January  24th,  1927. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Chicago  Public  Library, 

Chicago. 
Gentlemen  :     We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended  December 
31,  1926,  and  find  same  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to 
examine  the  Library  Account  in  the  books  of  the  City,  and 
we  found  that  the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc.,  entered 
therein  agreed  with  the  receipts  in  the  Library  books. 

In  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  two  of  the  Di- 
rectors, we  examined  the  securities  representing  the  various 
investments,  all  of  which  were  produced  for  our  inspection. 
We  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements,  comparing 
them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities ;  and 

We  Hereby  Certify  that  same  are  correct  and  in 
accordance  with  the  said   books  and   records. 

Yours  very  truly. 

United  States  Audit  Co. 
Whitney  B.   Flershem, 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 


BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in  library  Jan.  1,  1926...  1,402,136 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year. .  177,781 
Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year. .  . .  5,319 
Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded  1,272 
Number  of  books  received  from  other  sources    7,112 

Number  of  books  added  the  past  3^ear 191,484 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  j-ear. . .  78,499 
Number  of  books  withdrawn  (duplicates,  etc. )    7,936 

Number  of  books  delinquent  1925  5,586 

Number  of  books  missing  1925 36,497 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 10,870 

Number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year. .  139,388 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 52,096 
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Total  number  of  books  in  the  library 

Jan.  1,  1927 1,454,232 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,  I 
County  of  Cook.  ^ 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
foregoing  statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.,  1927. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 

The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  fifty- 
fifth  annual  report  of  the  work  of  the  PubHc  Library, 
covering  the  year  from  January  1  to  December  31,  1926. 

Home  Circulation 


Central   Library    

Branches  and  sub-branches. 
High  Schools — Senior  .... 
High   Schools — Junior    .... 

Deposit  Stations    

Business  House  Libraries....      93         88  229,725         231,337 

Special  Deposits   99       106  140,766         149,749 

School  Deposits   (Schools: 

1925:  385;   1926:  396) ..  .3,004    3,080  1,314,440      1,340,520 


Agencies 

Volumes 

1925      1926 

1925 

1926 

1           1 

1,247,885 

1,296,697 

42         43 

6,218,587 

6,477,254 

10         10 

586,748 

785,474 

8           8 

24,039 

164,333 

83         80 

1,240,546 

1,165,743 

Total    3,340    3,416  11,002,736    11,611,107 

Daily  Average  Circulation 36,075  38,069 

Analysis  of  Central  Library  Circulation 

1925  1926 

Circulation   Department,   volumes   lent 1,061,037  1,102,849 

Reference  Department    (inclu.   Study),  volumes 

lent  56,831  70,258 

Civics  and  Documents  Department  (special  loans)          201  218 

Public  Documents    4,530  5,206 

Package  Libraries    2,505  3,093 

Thomas  Hughes  Room,  books  lent 95,584  93,625 

Pictures  lent   77,056  74,700 

Stereoscope  sets  lent 868  762 

Arts  and  Crafts  Room   (special  loans) 198  217 

Pictures  lent   6,055  8,866 

Music  Room,  bound  volumes  lent 12,659  12,957 

Sheet  music  lent    31,762  32,980 

Books  for  the  Blind  lent 34,655  36,756 

Lantern  Slides  lent 8,527  78,912 
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Registered  Card  Holders 

1925  1926 

Central  and  Branches,  three-year  registration 324,099  344,371 

Local  Registration : 

Deposit    Stations    38,641  33,689 

Business  House   Libraries 29,422  24,371 

Special    Deposits    18,965  18,461 

School  Room  Deposits 135,180  138,600 


546,307  559,492 

Inch  in  above : 

Music  Cards    6,143  6,603 

Borrowers  of  books   for  blind 538  663 

Not  incl.  in  above: 

Junior  High  Schools  served  by  Public  Library  8  *9,666 

Senior  High  Schools  served  by  Public  Library  10  *34,897 

Reference  Department 
Room   Use  of  Books 


1925 

Reference   Room    192,430 

Study   Room    70,027 

Art   Room    12,003 

Patents  Room   23,354 

Current    Periodicals    251,673 

Newspaper   Room    509,767 

Bound    Files   

Civics  Department   113,258     109,516  

Public  Documents    38,290      49,655 

Directories     100,732     100,991 

Other  books  35,137      33,648 

Pamphlets,  clippings   (in  packages  by  subjects)  . .  22,374      24,272 

Current  Periodicals   101,970      93,837 

Maps   4,191        5,272 

Telephone  calls  3,783        4,579 

Branch  Reference  Service : 

Volumes  despatched  to  Branches 88,159      95,838 

Home  circulation  of  l:)Ooks  for  the  year  shows  an 
increase  of  5.5  per  cent  over  the  entire  system.  In  the 
Central  Library  the  increase  was  a  little  under,  and  in  the 

*Number  of  pupils. 


Volumes 

lers 

Consulted 

1926 

1925 

1926 

205,922 

428,979 

462,085 

71,360 

38,114 

40,870 

12,695 

43,985 

26,267 

24,388 

108,881 

117,319 

219,452 

112,773 

107,434 

527,775 

16,226 

13,253 
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Branches  and  lesser  installations,  a  little  over  4  per  cent. 
Service  to  the  schools  increased  heavily,  mainly  because  of 
the  opening  of  libraries  in  additional  junior  and  senior  high 
schools.  On  the  other  hand,  a  number  of  branches  suffered 
temporary  losses  because  of  the  opening  of  high  school 
libraries  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  In  November  the 
aggregate  circulation  from  all  agencies  except  the  grammar 
school  deposits,  which  report  only  once  a  year,  w^as  1,037,023 
volumes,  thus  passing  the  million  mark  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Library.  The  low^est  month  in  point  of 
circulation  was  August,  with  a  total  of  716.507  volumes. 

Much  time  and  attention  during  the  year  was  devoted 
to  the  planning  of  new  branch  library  buildings,  the  erec- 
tion of  which  has  been  made  possil^le  by  the  new  building 
fund  rate.  One  branch,  at  Crawford  avenue  and  West 
Twenty-seventh  street,  is  now  in  course  of  erection,  and  the 
second,  to  occupy  the  site  given  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
Pullman  Free  School  of  Manual  Training  at  110th  street 
and  Indiana  avenue,  has  reached  the  stage  of  the  prepara- 
tion of  plans. 

Preliminary  studies  for  the  development  of  the  plans 
for  these  two  branches  and  for  several  others  still  in  the 
future,  have  consumed  many  hours.  A  conference  of  the 
librarians  of  the  larger  branches  was  called  in  order  that 
the  reaction  of  those  most  closely  associated  with  branch 
conditions  and  requirements  might  be  secured.  This  proved 
a  valuable  expedient  and  produced  many  practical  sugges- 
tions. 

The  indicated  book  capacity  of  the  first  mentioned 
branch  is  twelve  thousand  volumes  and  of  the  second 
between  twenty-five  and  thirty  thousand  volumes.  Our 
surveys  and  studies  have  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  former  figure  represents  the  minimum  for  a  reasonably 
adequate  branch  installation  in  a  well  populated  community 
and  that  the  maximum  book  stock  for  a  branch  lil^rary  in 
a  large  city  has  never  yet  been  reached  or  established.  It 
will  be  interesting,  as  our  building  program  progresses,  to 
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endeavor,  by  observation  and  experiment,  to  deduce  stand- 
ards for  this  very  important  element  in  branch  organization. 

The  Henry  E.  Legler  Regional  Branch  reports  a  home 
circulation  of  461,752  volumes,  probably  the  largest  branch 
circulation  anywhere,  and  an  increase  of  51.216  over  1925. 
Its  interbranch  loans  likewise  show  -an  jncrease,  from 
22,926  to  25,009.  The  latter  service  continues  to  expand 
and  to  supplement  the  efficiency  of  its  tributary  branches. 

Three  new  branches  were  opened  during  the  year : 
one,  on  July  29th,  in  a  small  store  in  Portage  Park,  at  5148 
Irving  Park  boulevard,  and  the  second  in  a  small  room  in 
a  community  church  in  Avalon  Park,  on  November  15th. 
The  third  was  installed  in  a  handsome  library  room  in  the 
field  house  of  Calumet  Park,  a  new  small  park  at  the  foot 
of  east  98th  street  in  South  Chicago.  The  books  for  the 
latter  were  largely  drawn  from  the  stock  of  the  little  branch 
at  Morse  School,  which  was  closed  at  the  request  of  the 
School  Board. 

Two  branches  v/ere  removed  from  their  former  loca- 
tions to  more  commodious  and  accessible  quarters,  namely, 
from  Stanford  Park  to  a  rented  store  at  934  W.  Roosevelt 
road,  and  Stanton  Park  to  an  attractive  suite  of  rooms  in 
Olivet  Institute,  Cleveland  avenue  and  Blackhawk  street. 
Both  removals  have  been  completely  justified  by  the  large 
increase  in  use  of  these  branches  since  their  transfer  to 
more  convenient  locations. 

Outdoor  story  hours  were  again  conducted  in  the  parks 
during  the  summer  vacation  by  devoted  assistants  from  the 
Ijranches  who  cheerfully  assumed  this  added  and  somewhat 
onerous  task  in  addition  to  their  regular  duties.  A  total 
of  147  story  hours  were  held  in  ten  parks  by  thirty-nine 
different  branch  assistants.  The  success  of  this  interesting 
experiment  varied  considerably  with  the  locality.  In  the 
more  congested  districts  large  numbers  of  children  were 
attracted,  besides  groups  of  approving  adults,  while  at 
Lincoln  Park,  contiguous  to  the  "Gold  Coast,"  the  visible 
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effects  were  small.  JNIuch  favorable  publicity  and  many  new 
Library  contacts  result  from  these  story  hours  and  the 
young  women  who  conduct  them  enthusiastically  urge  their 
continuance. 

In  the  Central  Library  building  the  need  of  more  room, 
for  books,  for  work  and  for  the  public  has  become  so 
increasingly  urgent  that  it  is  again  referred  to  in  this  place. 
When  our  building  was  opened,  thirty  years  ago  next 
October,  its  site  was  some  distance  removed  from  the  cur- 
rents of  traffic  and  the  number  of  workers  who  peopled  the 
Loop  was  scarcely  a  fifth  of  what  it  is  today.  In  the  mean- 
time Michigan  avenue  has  been  transformed  into  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  most  heavily  laden  thoroughfares  in 
the  world.  The  old  wholesale  district  with  which  we  were 
surrounded  has  given  way  to  brilliant  shops  and  stately 
office  buildings,  both  north  and  south  of  the  Library,  which 
now  stands  at  the  beginning  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Splendid  Mile.  The  rapid  addition  of  still  more  skyscrapers 
to  the  teeming  business  district  has  brought  thousands  of 
new  workers  to  swell  its  population  and  the  Library  has 
inevitably  been  called  upon  to  serve  a  steadily  increasing 
multitude.  Reading  rooms  that,  thirty  years  ago,  seemed 
ample  for  generations  to  come  are  now  constantly  over- 
crowded ;  workrooms  and  staff  accommodations  have  long 
since  become  too  small.  New  activities  and  departments 
must  be  restricted  or  curtailed,  and  space  for  books,  both 
in  the  main  stack  and  in  the  public  rooms,  has  literally 
been  exhausted.  During  the  busy  season,  adequate  personal 
service  to  readers  has  become  almost  impossible,  and  the 
control  and  supervision  of  borrowers  in  the  circulation  rooms 
so  difficult  that  a  proper  check  can  no  longer  be  maintained. 
The  result  is  not  only  discomfort  and  growing  dissatisfac- 
tion among  patrons,  but  increased  losses  of  books  through 
wrongful  withdrawals  or  through  mutilation.  The  only 
remedy  will  be  the  provision  of  new  space  through  the 
erection  of  the  addition  to  the  building  on  the  ground  left 
vacant  for  this  ultimate  purpose  in  the  original  plan.     This 
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will  necessarily  entail  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  huilding  fund 
and  the  consequent  interruption  of  the  branch  building 
program.  But  there  seems  to  Ije  no  practicable  alternative 
if  the  great  Central  Library  is  to  continue  to  serve  its 
rapidly  multiplying  constituency. 

The  work  of  the  Schools  Department  as  a  whole  is 
summarized  in  the   following  table : 

n   ,  ,■     (-,  ,      ,  Class  Circu- 

rtiblic  Schools  Schools     Volumes       Rooms        lation 

Grammar   272  113,991  2,283  1,021,160 

High   8  3,000  58  25,300 

Prk'ute  Sdiools 

Grammar    Ill  36,200  724  288,010 

High  5  750  15  6,050 

Total    39C        153.941        3,080       1,340,520 

The  number  of  class  room  installations  was  increased 
by  76;  the  number  of  schools  now  receiving  such  service 
in  one  or  more  rooms  by  11.  The  book  collection  of  the 
Schools  Department  employed  in  class-room  service  now 
aggregates  160,000  volumes. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  quoted  from  the  report 
of  Miss  Adah  F.  Whitcomb,  head  of  the  Schools  Division 
of  the  Public  Library: 

"The  work  of  the  eight  junior  high  school  libraries  now  in 
operation  is  satisfactory  considering  that  one  librarian  is  endeavor- 
ing to  serve  an  enrollment  of  from  1,000  to  2,400  children  with  book 
collections  of  1,000  to  1,500  volumes. 

The  school  library  has  become  an  integral  part  of  the  school 
and  is  used  throughout  the  day  from  8:15  to  4:15  for  reference 
work  and  recreational  reading. 

Even  the  shop  teachers  send  pupils  to  the  library  for  books  to 
aid  in  their  work.  Each  librarian  gives  from  6  to  12  lessons  in  the 
use  of  the  library  to  the  7th  grade  classes  and  in  the  new  schools 
to  the  8th  and  9th  grades.  Most  of  them  conduct  a  library  club, 
as  well,  from  which  they  recruit  their  student  assistants.  Theo- 
retically student  assistants  are  very  useful  but  practically  they  are  as 
much  responsibility  as  they  are  help.  This  is  why  each  school  of 
1,000  or  more  students  needs  one  untrained,  or  junior  assistant  to 
help  with  the  clerical  work  and  supervise  the  student  helpers,  so 
that  the  librarians  may  have  time  to  make  more  contacts  with  the 
work  of  the  school  and  give  more  attention  to  the  book  needs  of 
teachers  and  pupils. 

The  Short  Loan  service  from  the  Main  and   Legler  Branch   is 
greatly  appreciated   in  all  the  Junior   High   Schools. 
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Two  new  schools  are  opening  in  January,  1927,  the  Roger 
Sullivan  and  the  Emil  G.  Hirsch,  making  ten  Junior  High  School 
libraries  under   the   supervision  of    the   Public   Library. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  supplied  all  the  books  and  maga- 
zines for  these  libraries  with  the  exception  of  800  volumes  in  each 
school  loaned  from  the  Schools  Collection  of  the  Public  Library. 

The  cataloging  and  physical  preparation  of  all  these  books  is 
done  at  the  Main  Library,  where  a  union  shelf  list  is  kept,  and  this 
has  been  done  entirely  by  one  person  with  some  typing  assistance 
and  some  multigraphing  of  cards  in  the  catalog  department.  She 
has  cataloged  7,350  books  and  made  22,395  cards  herself  and  41,780 
cards  have  been  made  for  the  Junior  High  Schools  during  the  year. 
The  children  in  the  schools  are  learning  to  use  card  catalogs,  as  is 
shown  when  they  visit  the  Main  Library  and  branches.  The  use  of 
the  larger  library  facilities  is  one  of  the  desired  results  of  this  work. 
The  school  librarians  meet  for  conference  in  the  Teacher's  Room 
every  other  Saturday  and  work  on  book  orders  there  during  the 
school  vacation  period.  They  took  inventory  during  the  summer 
vacation  and  Herzl  Junior  High  School  library  was  open  for  the 
summer  school  for  six  weeks.  Three  plays  based  on  library  interests 
were  given  in  three  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  librarians  for 
Assembly  periods.  One  school  repeated  the  play  for  the  evening  pro- 
gram of  the  Community  Center  which  meets  in  the  school  and  the 
library  was  given  $10  as  its  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  evening, 
which  happened  to  be  one  of  the  stormiest  evenings  of  the  year. 

The  enthusiasm  of  this  little  group  of  librarians  cannot  be  too 
highly  praised.  It  has  called  forth  comments  in  all  the  schools. 
There  have  been  almost  no  absences  nor  lateness. 

We  very  earnestly  hope,  and  we  are  certain  that  the  principals, 
teachers  and  librarians  in  these  schools  thoroughly  agree  with  us, 
that  the  proposal  to  oi^en  the  junior  high  school  libraries  to  the  public 
and  attempt  to  serve  both  children  and  adults  from  the  same  collec- 
tion of  books  and  in  the  same  little  room  will  not  be  carried  out. 
It  would  destroy  the  efficiency  of  the  school  libraries  as  such,  and 
could  not  possibly  give  proper  service  to  the   general   reader. 

This  year  there  have  been  numerous  requests  from  principals 
for  elementary  school  libraries.  Some  are  experimenting  with  the 
class  room  libraries  in  one  room  in  the  school,  in  charge  of  a  com- 
mittee of  Parent-Teacher  Association  members  to  do  the  lending, 
and  some  with  a  teacher  in  charge  certain  hours  on  certain  days  and 
in  one  school  the  800  class-room  library  books  were  classified  and 
prepared  for  circulation  by  the  Schools  Department  entailing  the 
work  of  a  typist  for  one  week,  and  this  collection  is  to  be  supple- 
mented by  school  funds  until  it  becomes  a  model  elementary  school 
library  with  a  teacher  librarian  in  charge.  The  Public  Library  books 
are  to  be  left  there  and  an  inventory  taken  in  the  summer  vacation. 

If  such  an  arrangement  proves  successful  it  would  be  more 
economical  for  the  library  to  maintain  such  collections  than  to  do 
so  much  packing  and  shipping  and  housing  of  class-room  libraries 
as  at  present.  Co-operation  could  more  easily  be  secured  from  the 
Board  of  Education  and  the  circulation  of  Board  of  Education  books 
would  go  into  our  records  as  well  as  of  those  purchased  by  the 
library. 

The  management  of  these  libraries  would  be  similar  to  the 
management  of  the  institutional  libraries  under  the  Deposit  Depart- 
ment at  present. 
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Teachers*  Room 

The  use  of  the  Teachers'  Room  grows  steadily.  There  are 
more  and  more  demands  for  assembly  programs,  projects,  new  ma- 
terial on  testing,  character  education,  curriculums,  lesson  plans,  etc. 
The  pedagogical  magazines  are  not  adequately  indexed  in  any  of  the 
periodical  indices,  so  a  card  index  is  made  in  the  Teachers'  Room 
of  the  outstanding  articles  which  appear  and  of  the  reviews  of  new 
pedagogical  books  which  may  be  considered  for  purchase. 

The  reviewing  of  these  books,  which  naturally  falls  to  the  staff 
of  the  Teachers'  Room,  consumes  no  little  time.  There  is  such  a 
multiplicity  of  these  books  and  they  are  so  difficult  to  get  on  approval 
that  the  order  recommendations  for  this  class  depend  very  largely 
upon  a  knowledge  of  the  author  and  the  demand  for  the  subject. 
New  magazines  need  to  be  reviewed  carefully.  No  less  than  25  were 
considered  this  year.  All  the  bills  for  school  losses  of  books  which 
amounted  to  $1,925.31  for  the  school  year  1925-26  are  taken  care 
of   in  the  Teachers'   Room  and  this  entails  much  clerical  labor. 

The  curriculum  committee  of  the  Board  of  Education  made 
this  room  its  headquarters  until  space  was  found  at  the  Board  of 
Education  Rooms.  Courses  of  study  were  shelved  in  the  room  tem- 
porarily for  their  use  and  all  of  the  committee  seemed  to  appreciate 
the  assistance  they   received   from  the  staff." 

The  Deposit  Department  reports  a  relatively  small 
measure  of  progress.  The  deposit  stations  in  shops,  for 
the  conduct  of  which  the  shopkeeper  receives  a  fee  based 
on  circulation,  were  decreased  by  three.  This  form  of 
library  distribution  has  little  to  recommend  it  unless  more 
intensive  efforts  may  be  applied  to  awaken  the  interest  of 
their  custodians  in  something  besides  the  fee.  The  experi- 
ment will  be  tried,  this  year,  of  placing  them  by  groups 
under  the  supervision  of  certain  branches,  which  should 
result  in  better  contacts  and  more  satisfactory  service. 
They  are,  however,  the  least  effective  form  of  library  agen- 
cies and  should  be  superseded,  either  by  sub-branches  or 
by  new  branches  capable  of  meeting  the  needs  of  wider 
divisions.  The  business  house  deposits,  installed  in  offices, 
banks  and  other  industrial  and  commercial  concerns  for  the 
use  of  employees  only,  also  decreased  in  number,  from  93 
to  88,  though  the  circulation  of  books  shows  a  slight 
increase.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Special  Deposits,  in  settle- 
ments, churches,  clubs  and  siinilar  institutions  were  increased 
both  in  number  and  in  use.  Several  of  the  latter  are  receiv- 
ing Readers'  Bureau  service  for  study  groups  and  individual 
students.    This  class  of  agencies  includes  fourteen  hospitals 


FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  29 

and  thirty  summer  camps.     Detailed  statistics  are  tabulated 
in  the  appendix.    A  list  of  deposits  by  classes  follows : 

Factories   23 

Business  Houses  65 

Stores    52 

Clubs    11 

Churches    20 

Settlement  and  Community  Houses 24 

Welfare  Institutions    9 

Hospitals     14 

Summer  Camps    30 

Schools    (Continuation,  etc.) 19 

Sub-Branches  3 

Other  Places    4 

Total   274 

The  use  of  books  in  foreign  languages  increased  from 
238,552  to  249,343.  The  number  of  volumes  now  avail- 
able in  circulating  collections  in  both  the  Main  Library  and 
the  branches  is  given  in  the  following  tables.  Our  stocks 
in  the  various  foreign  literatures  are  still  depleted  and  are 
being  slowly  but  steadily  added  to.  The  want  of  capable 
and  experienced  assistants  to  deal  with  this  complex  activity 
greatly  hinders  its  more  rapid  development. 

ClRCULATIOX    OF   FOREIGN    BoOKS — 1926. 

MAIN  BRANCHES 

No.  OF         CiRCU-  No.  OF         ClRCU- 

\"oLS.  LATiON  Vols.  lation 

Arabian    80  234  

Armenian    80  264  10  20 

Bohemian    1,750  4,384  2,237  21,949 

Croatian    62  45  246  1,565 

Danish-Norwegian    2,644  3,297  1,366  10,183 

Dutch    263  419  21  85 

Finnish    26  ....  ....  .... 

French    2,937  9,682  1,562  4,798 

German   4,714  33,024  4,033  30,872 

Greek-   10  30  242  219 

Hebrew    302  939  281  1,301 

Hungarian    768  3,540  158  959 

Italian    517  1,618  823  3,348 


10 

1,015 

8,278 

3.106 

55,818 

97 

4 

1,339 

6,779 

174 

547 

170 

835 

538 

1,313 

702 

1,564 

67 

126 

2,514 

20,651 

20,711 

171,214 
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Latvian   997  256 

Lithuanian    184  94 

Polish    1,094  5,244 

Roumanian    2>7  27 

Russian    710  5,881 

Serbian   56  .... 

Slovakian    193  234 

Slovenian    112  23 

Spanish    726  2,662 

Swedish    1,577  1,806 

Ukranian    113  325 

Yiddish    1,163  4,101 

Total   21,115    78,129 

Reference  Department 

The  vv^ork  of  the  Reference  Department,  comprising 
the  general  reference  room,  the  room  of  civics  and  docu- 
ment material,  the  art  room,  mnsic  room,  patents  and  books 
for  the  blind,  is  exhibited  in  detail  in  the  tables  at  the 
head  of  this  report.  The  report  of  the  Chief  Reference 
Librarian  calls  attention  to  the  increasing  use  of  the  tele- 
phone by  persons  seeking  information  "which  may  be  any- 
thing from  the  spelling  or  pronunciation  of  a  word  to  the 
speed  of  an  electric  motor  or  the  location  and  population 
of  an  obscure  town  in  the  antipodes."  Such  calls  now 
average  nearly  a  thousand  a  month.  Reference  service  by 
correspondence  is  another  growing  feature.  Letters  of 
inquiry  in  large  numbers  are  received  not  only  from  Chi- 
cagoans  but  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  asking  for  selected 
lists  of  books,  material  for  club  papers  and  frequently  for 
data  requiring  long  search. 

The  following  appeal  for  "more  room"  is  added  from 
the  same  report : 

"The  Reference  Department  each  year  feels  that  it  has  done 
more  work  and  better  work  than  might  be  expected  of  it  in  its 
crowded  quarters.  And  yet  there  is  each  year  a  growth,  both  in 
number  of  visitors  and  books  used,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  no  efifort  is  being  made  to  give  the  department  any  publicity. 

Its  visitors  are  largely  from  the  student  body  of  the  city  and 
their  numbers  could  be  increased,  and  the  general  and  business  public 
made  more  aware  of  the  privileges  the  department  has   to  offer,   if 
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there  were  room  to  care  adequately  for  them  when  they  came. 

Any  day  during  the  winter  months  will  prove  that  the  patience 
and  good  nature  of  both  visitors  and  staff  are  tested  to  the  limit. 
The  entire  equipment  from  every  standpoint  is  much  too  small  for 
the  service  the  department  is  capable  of  and  desires  to  give." 

The  interesting  activities  of  the  Readers'  Bureau  are 
suffered  to  expand  only  as  rapidly  as  limitations  of  space 
and  staff  permit.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  work  could 
be  enormously  extended  if  its  opportunities  were  widely 
advertised.  This,  however,  is  out  of  the  question  in  our 
present  crowded  quarters  and  with  the  small  number  of 
properly  trained  assistants  available.  The  only  publicity  is 
that  which  is  spontaneously  transmitted  by  satisfied  patrons, 
and  its  results  in  new  readers  are  ample  to  occupy  all  of 
the  time  and  to  employ  all  of  the  resources  of  the  Bureau. 
During  the  year  507  new  readers  were  enrolled  for  special 
courses  prepared  or  adapted  for  each  individual,  frequently 
by  the  use  of  material  previously  compiled  for  other  students. 
The  accumulation  and  preservation  of  this  carefully  organ- 
ized material  is  one  of  the  important  by-products  of  the 
work.  The  reading  courses  published  by  the  American 
Library  Association  likewise  continue  to  attract  many  readers 
who  enroll  for  the  required  books.  This  numl)er  during 
the  year  was  263. 

The  remarkal^le  success  of  Sheridan  Branch  in  enlist- 
ing local  patrons  for  this  intensive  study  course  work  must 
be  included  in  this  report.  Largely  through  the  skillful  and 
systematic  methods  introduced  by  the  chief  lilirarian  of  this 
branch,  Miss  Jessie  E.  Reed,  no  less  than  408  persons  were 
enrolled  for  reading  courses,  many  for  more  than  one 
course,  and  with  a  "mortality"  of  less  than  15  per  cent. 
Miss  Reed's  success  has  attracted  the  attention  of  colleagues 
beyond  our  own  Ijoundaries  and  has  led  to  invitations  to 
explain  her  methods  by  correspondence  and  by  personal 
visits  and  addresses  in  other  libraries. 

The  first  full  )'ear  of  the  A.  W.  Swayne  Collection  of 
lantern  slides  has  conclusively  demonstrated  the  importance 
and  popularity  of  this  new  phase  of  our  activities.     Slides 
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to  the  number  of  78,912  were  borrowed  during  the  year,  the 
borrowers  being  mainly  teachers,  clergymen  and  lecturers. 
New  sHdes  on  various  subjects  were  added,  chiefly  from 
negatives  owned  by  the  Library.  Gifts  of  beautiful  sets  of 
travel  slides  were  received  from  the  Great  Northern  and  the 
Santa  Fe  Railway  Companies.  The  whole  number  of  slides 
added  was  3,767,  bringing  the  collection  up  to  a  total  of 
41,466  slides  and  21,164  negatives.  Expenditures  for  slide 
reproduction  and  other  incidentals  were  $1,092.15,  and  re- 
ceipts, from  non-resident  borrowers  from  whom  a  fee  is 
asked,  and  from  the  sale  of  slides  made  from  our  negatives, 
were  $1,084.39. 

Our  excellent  collection  of  Books  for  the  Blind,  now 
numbering  5,700  volumes,  besides  34  periodicals  (with  an 
average  of  three  copies  of  each),  continues  to  receive  a 
constantly  widening  use.  There  are  now  663  regular  patrons, 
all  of  whom  receive  their  books  by  mail.  Of  this  number 
348  are  Chicagoans  and  114  residents  of  Illinois,  while  201 
reside  in  other  parts  of  the  middle  west.  The  number  of 
new  borrowers  enrolled  was  136.  A  definite  delimitation 
of  territory  within  which  each  of  the  large  libraries  main- 
taining collections  for  the  blind  should  function  has  been 
adopted  upon  recommendation  of  the  A.  L.  A.  committee. 
The  middle  west  will  henceforth  l^e  supplied  by  the  Detroit 
Public  Library,  Michigan  State  Library  and  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  the  majority  of  readers  relying  upon  our 
own  institution  because  of  its  larger  assortment  of  publica- 
tions in  the  modern  Braille  characters.  The  number  of 
volumes  circulated  during  the  year  was  36,756;  volumes 
used  in  the  Library,  302. 

Sixty-nine  volumes,  comprising  6,920  pages,  transcribed 
into  Braille  by  the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross,  were  received,  the  binding  being  supplied  by  the 
Library.  The  U.  S.  Veterans'  Bureau  supplied  162  vol- 
umes (12  titles)  and  the  American  Braille  Press  has  con- 
tinued to  provide  its  books  in  Grade  2  and  in  French  Braille. 
A  total  of  355  volumes  (54  titles)  and  four  periodicals  (15 
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copies)  were  received  by  gift,  and  512  volumes  (169  titles) 
were  purchased.  An  interesting  development  is  the  project 
to  print  books  for  the  blind  in  the  interpoint  method,  i.e., 
on  both  sides  of  the  page,  by  which  the  size  and  cost  of 
the  vokimes  will  be  greatly  reduced. 

The  Music  Room  collections  were  augmented  by  the 
addition  of  346  bound  volumes  and  612  pieces  of  sheet 
music,  bringing  the  total  to  7,180  of  the  former  and  15,247 
of  the  latter.  New  borrowers  enrolled,  540.  Circulation ; 
bound  volumes,  12,957;  sheet  music,  32,980.  Circulation 
of  music  through  the  branches  was  882  bound  volumes  and 
1,487  pieces. 

Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1925 1,402,136 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1926,  viz. : 

Purchased  177,781 

Gifts    5,319 

Binding  periodicals 1,694 

Binding    pamphlets 206 

Lost  and  recovered 1,517 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 1,272 

Replaced  by  borrowers  and  guarantors 58 

Transferred  from  Rental  Collection 3,635 

By  exchange 2 

Gross    Accessions     191,484 

1,593,620 

Deductions : 

Worn  out  and  discarded 78,499 

Withdrawn    7,936 

Lost  and  paid  for 10,870 

Unaccounted    for    1925 36,497 

Delinquent     1925 5,586 

Total   Deductions    139,388 

Volumes  in  the  Library  December  31,  1926 .' . . .  1,454,232 
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Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 

(Not  including  expenditures  from  Special  Funds) 

Books 

Appropriations  Expenditures 
Main  Library 

Current  and  extra  copies $  20,000  $  22,910.23 

Replacements    4,500  8,614.48 

Hughes   Room   2,000  2,797.14 

Pictures    300  212.29 

Civics    2,000  2,006.19 

Documents     300  271.99 

Music    850  834.51 

Blind   1,350  1,596.72 

Continuations     1,500  1,935.97 

Foreign    12,000  11,178.39 

Deposits    25,000  29,009.92 

School  Deposits   33,000  32.'283.17 

Branch  Libraries 

Branch  Libraries   97,600  92,967.88 

Branch  Reserve   7,000  7,901.57 

New    Branches    12,000  17,099.26 

New    High   Schools 5,600  1,383.38 

$225,000  $233,003.09 

Periodicals  and  Newspapers 20,000  17,391.97 

Binding     100,000  87,668.44 

Periodicals 

Titles         Copies 

American  periodicals,  subscriptions 638        4,406 

American  periodicals,  gifts   (inc.  docs.) 7i7           793 

British  periodicals,   subscriptions 92           160 

British    periodicals,    gifts 15             15 

Foreign   periodicals,    subscriptions 79           ls3 

Foreign  periodicals,  gifts 31             ol 

Foreign  periodicals  (pub.  in  U.  S.)  gifts 2               2 

1,594        5,560 

Nezvspapcrs 

Titles         Copies 

American  newspapers,   subscriptions 96           105 

American   newspapers,   gifts 35             35 

British  newspapers,  subscriptions 13             14 

British  newspapers,  gifts 1               1 
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Foreign    newspapers,    subscriptions 25  28 

Foreign   newspapers,   gifts 4  4 

Foreign  newspapers  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  subscriptions 24  34 

Foreign  newspapers  (pub.  in  U.  S.),  gifts 60  60 

258  281 

C.\TALOG   Department 
Classification : 

Volumes  classified 6,740 

Volumes    reclassed    856 

Replacements,   extra   copies,    continuations 22,547 

Cataloging : 

New    titles    cataloged 6,401 

Titles  recataloged    2,688 

Additions,   continuations    and   corrections 4,886 

Cards  added  to  Public  Card  Catalog 2)7,7\2t 

Cards  added  to  Public  Card  Catalog  (Foreign) 6,627 

Cards  added  to  Oificial  Card  Catalog 23,062 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered:  8,214;   received 7,553 

Multigraphing : 

Cards    131,865 

Lists  of  new  foreign  book  titles:  12  (100  pages)  ;  copies.   12,000 
Outlines,  form  cards,  analyticals,  etc. :  60 ;  copies 22,030 

Bindery  Department 

Total  number  of  volumes  handled 550,137 

Bound  and  rebound 134,318 

Repaired  by  Library  employes 48,333 

Repaired  at  Binderies 48 

Discarded    78,499 

These  tables  summarize  the  complex  processes  of  acqui- 
sition, cataloging,  classifying  and  otherwise  preparing  for 
public  use  the  voluminous  accessions  that  enter  the  Library, 
through  purchase,  subscription  and  gift,  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  The  Bindery  statistics  indicate  the  huge  task  in- 
volved in  binding,  rebinding  and  otherwise  maintaining  our 
vast  stock  of  books  at  a  level  of  reasonable  efficiency.  These 
processes,  invisible  to  the  average  library  patron,  are  among 
the  most  important  in  the  entire  organization  and  involve 
a  high  degree  of  industry,  skill  and  specialized  knowledge. 
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The  Catalog  Department,  in  addition  to  its  continuing 
task  of  cataloging  and  classifying  the  new  books  currently 
received,  has  begun  the  work  of  transferring  the  shelf  list 
records  from  the  old  and  badly  worn  ledger  volumes  to 
specially  devised  cards  which  provide  a  more  accurate,  com- 
plete and  convenient  form  for  these  important  records.  This 
was  a  long  and  much  needed  improvement  and  it  is  a  relief 
to  know  that  it  is  now  well  on  the  way  toward  completion. 

The  Bindery  Division  reports  a  decrease  in  the  number 
of  books  rebound  and  closes  the  year  with  an  unspent  bal- 
ance of  $12,331.  This  interesting  state  of  affairs  is  attributed 
by  Mr.  Patterson  to  three  possible  causes :  the  purchase  of 
large  quantities  of  popular  copyrights  and  other  heavily 
used  titles  in  over-sewed  buckram  bindings ;  the  excellent 
quality  of  rebinding  supplied  by  our  contract  binders,  and  a 
more  liberal  policy  of  discarding.  The  use  of  over-sewed, 
l)uckram  bound  popular  copyrights,  involving  an,  initial 
expense  for  the  l:)inding,  added  to  the  cost  of  the  book, 
which  we  are  now  getting  at  98  cents  per  copy  completely 
resewed  and  rebound,  would  thus  seem  to  be  justified  and 
to  point  the  way  to  considerable  economies  both  in  money 
and  in  time  and  labor  in  the  ever-recurring  process  of  the 
replacement  of  popular  titles. 

'  Administration 

The  number  of  employees  in  the  Library  service  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  806,  and,  in  the  engineering  and  janitor 
service,  including  all  part-time  branch  janitors  and  similar 
help.  80.  The  former  number  includes  also  the  persons 
assigned  to  the  high  school  libraries,  both  junior  and  senior, 
comprising  ten  certified  high  school  librarians  and  fifty 
assistants  of  various  grades.  The  salaries  of  the  high  school 
staff  are  paid  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

Nineteen  civil  service  examinations  were  held,  in  which 
1,358  candidates  were  examined;  654  were  passed  and  422 
have  been  appointed  thus  far.     Of  those  who  were  passed. 
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62  were  college  graduates  and  346  were  of  high  school  rank. 
A  substantial  upward  revision  of  the  salary  scale,  beginning 
with  Grade  III  was  ordered  by  the  Board  at  the  annual 
budget  meeting,  bringing  our  scheme  of  remuneration  and 
automatic  increases  well  into  line  with  those  in  effect  in 
similar  institutions  elsewhere.  The  number  of  temporary 
employees  has  been  reduced  from  217  at  the  beginning,  to 
108  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  latter  figure  including  59 
part-time  helpers  not  ordinarily  subject  to  civil  service 
examinations.  The  number  of  persons  leaving  the  service 
was  413,  nearly  all  temporary  juniors  employed  during  the 
vacation  period  and  for  other  fractional  parts  of  the  year. 
The  constructive  and  energetic  efforts  of  the  Assistant  Li- 
brarian in  accomplishing  these  improvements  in  our  per- 
sonnel conditions  are  sincerely  appreciated  and  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

The  important  post  of  Director  of  Training,  left  vacant 
by  the  resignation  of  Miss  Louise  Singley  in  May.  was  suc- 
cessfully filled  by  a  civil  service  examination  from  which 
the  local  residence  qualification  was  eliminated,  resulting  in 
the  appointment  of  Agnes  F.  P.  Greer,  whose  term  of  service 
began  in  August.  Miss  Greer,  whose  thorough  profes- 
sional training  and  wide  experience  rendered  her  well 
qualified,  has  performed  her  complex  and  exacting  duties 
most  satisfactorily  and  has  become  a  highly  valuable  mem- 
ber of  this  staflf.  The  newly  created  post  of  Shelf  Super- 
visor was  filled,  through  a  promotional  examination,  by  the 
appointment  of  Miss  Marion  Oliver,  who  is  justifying  our 
highest  expectations  in  her  administration  of  that  important 
department. 

Seventeen  students  completed  the  Training  Class  ending 
in  April,  fourteen  of  this  number  having  since  been  added 
to  the  stafif  as  Senior  assistants  and  one  as  a  Junior,  while 
three  have  left  our  service.  The  class  now  in  session  began 
in  September  with  twenty-eight  students,  three  of  whom 
withdrew  at  the  mid-year  vacation.  The  introduction  of 
these  trained  assistants  into  the  organization  is  of  the  high- 
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est  importance  and,  with  the  expansion  of  the  system  through 
the  rapid  addition  of  new  branches,  the  problem  of  finding 
a  sufficient  number  of  reasonably  well  equipped  workers 
will  become  even  more  insistent.  For  this  reason,  as  also 
for  the  sake  of  the  general  professional  level  of  the  staff 
as  a  whole,  efforts  are  constantly  directed  towards  providing 
educational  opportunities  for  the  young  women  employed 
in  the  untrained  or  Junior  grade.  The  privilege  of  attend- 
ing certain  Training  Class  courses  is  extended  to  them,  and 
this  privilege  is  accepted  by  many  of  the  more  ambitious. 
During  the  coming  year  a  short  supplementary  course  of 
training  will  be  instituted  on  a  more  comprehensive  scale 
towards  the  same  end. 

In  this  connection  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  record  the 
generous  co-operation  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  through 
Dean  Emery  Filbey  of  University  College,  in  making  it 
possible  for  a  limited  number  of  Library  employees  to  take 
courses  in  University  College  through  a  partial  remission 
of  fees.  As  Dean  Filbey  wrote :  "Because  of  the  excep- 
tional relationship  which  exists  between  the  University  and 
the  Public  Library,  especially  in  regard  to  the  provision  of 
extended  library  service  to  students  in  University  College," 
he  had  recommended  that  a  special  fund  be  set  aside  to 
cover  such  tuition  fees  for  a  certain  number  of  students 
employed  in  the  Public  Library.  This  liberal  ofifer  was 
accepted  with  deep  appreciation  and  ten  or  more  young 
women  from  our  staff  have  been  enrolled  in  one  or  more 
of  the  courses  in  every  term  since  the  fall  of  1925. 

An  offer  of  free  scholarships  for  Library  employees 
was  likewise  tendered  by  The  College  of  Jewish  Studies 
for  certain  courses  given  in  conjunction  with  University 
College.  These  studies  in  a  special  field,  however,  inter- 
ested only  a  small  number. 

The  Summer  Institute  for  Instructors  in  Library 
Schools  conducted  at  the  University  of  Chicago  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  American  Library  Association,  a  most  impor- 
tant and  valuable  course,  was  attended  by  four  of  our  staff 
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who  give  instruction  in  our  own  Training  Class.  Miss 
Greer,  the  new  Director  of  the  Class,  also  attended  a  part 
of  this  course,  which,  though  primarily  for  library  schools, 
was  to  a  large  extent  adaptable  to  the  more  rigid  condi- 
tions of  training  class  work.  Many  new  ideas  and  methods 
resulting  from  these  six  weeks  of  intensive  study  and  re- 
search have  been  introduced  into  the  curriculum  of  the  Class. 
The  announcement  of  a  grant  from  the  Carnegie  Cor- 
poration to  the  University  of  Chicago  for  the  establishment 
of  a  graduate  school  of  Librarianship  has  been  received  by 
librarians  throughout  the  middle  west  with  the  highest 
anticipation. 

On  May  4th  a  general  assembly  of  the  stafif  in  all  the 
l)ranches  and  high  schools  was  held  at  Carter  Harrison  High 
School,  which  generously  gave  us  the  use  of  its  auditorium. 
The  branches  were  closed  to  the  puljlic  until  the  late  after- 
noon and  the  forenoon  was  spent  in  a  very  profitable  con- 
ference on  a  variety  of  topics,  each  introduced  by  a  short 
leading  paper  by  a  member  of  the  branch  staff.  The  after- 
noon was  devoted  to  a  visit  to  Legler  Regional  Branch. 
Smaller  conferences  of  branch  assistants  by  grades  were  also 
held  at  various  times.  The  inspirational  value  of  such 
meetings  is  of  enough  importance  to  justify  their  institution 
as  a  regular  event. 

The  visit  in  Chicago,  on  October  18th  and  19th,  of  the 
group  of  foreign  librarians,  who  had  been  the  guests  of  the 
American  Library  Association  at  its  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
celebration,  was  a  most  interesting  and  enjoyable  occasion. 
The  visitors  were  taken  on  motor  tours  to  the  diilferent 
libraries  of  Chicago,  including  the  Regional  Branch,  the 
first  day's  tour  ending  with  a  tea  given  by  our  Training 
Class  in  its  own  room,  an  affair  which,  by  its  informality 
and  the  hearty  hospitality  of  the  thrilled  young  hostesses, 
gave  visible  pleasure  to  the  distinguished  party.  One  of 
the  most  eminent  of  the  visitors.  Dr.  Henry  Guppy  of  the 
great  Rylands  Library  of  Manchester,  England,  found  time. 
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the  next  morning,  to  appear  at  the  Training  Class  session 
and  to  dehver  a  most  eloquent  inspirational  address. 

An  amendment  to  Article  XVII  of  the  By-Laws, 
adopted  by  the  Board  in  October,  definitely  establishes  the 
forty-one  hour  week  as  the  basic  service  period  and  provides 
for  a  weekly  free  half-day.  The  rule  regarding  compensa- 
tion for  time  lost  through  illness  was  also  amended  to  make 
a  more  liberal  provision  of  this  benefit.  These  amendments 
were  very  deeply  appreciated  by  the  staff  at  large. 

In  closing  this  survey  of  a  year  of  manifold  activity, 
I  take  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  the  loyalty,  ability 
and  industry  of  the  staff,  without  whose  active  and  constant 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Public  Library  the  results  here 
recorded  could  not  have  been  achieved.  Finally,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  my  own  recognition,  and  that  of  my  associates,  of 
the  generous  co-operation  and  interest  extended  to  us  by 
the  Board  as  a  whole  and  by  each  individual  member  thereof. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden, 

Librarian. 
Chicago.  January  24,  1927. 
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843,971 

6 

1,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

62 

321 

53,956 

1,147,862 

61 

8,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

6- 

60' 

79,605 

1,749,775 

6( 

4,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

72 

68' 

73,368 

1,336,199 

5^ 

2,848 

55,990 

51,482 

2,693 

17* 

88* 

111,684 

1,805,012 

5 

7,619 

75,837 

69,305 

3,901 

32" 

866° 

260,955 

4,326,057 

7 

11,059 

100,527 

82,158 

13,006 

37 

907 

289,504 

4,802,432 

7< 

16,172 

140,645 

130,929 

3,875 

45' 

1,194 

334,930 

5,602,806 

T 

;2,566 

123,312 

112,857 

6,759 

49 

1,178 

350,690 

7,061,180 

8 

1,963 

141,273 

130,841 

6,135 

50 

1,515 

362,055 

7,509,267 

8 

5,292 

137,850 

126,990 

7,032 

52 

1,740 

393,573 

7,651,928 

8 

9,711 

98,005 

88,246 

4,704 

46 

2,063 

423,164 

7,472,768 

1,0 

3,835 

221,672 

209,957 

5,925 

44 

2,171 

419,722 

8,825,773 

1,0: 

5,140 

201,051 

185,164 

7,758 

45 

2,797 

459,636 

9,901,576 

1,1 

0,799 

193,548 

178,798 

6,524 

46 

3,062 

501,716 

10,613,978 

1,2 

2,136 

140,568 

125,983 

6,516 

60» 

3,280 

546,307 

11,002,736 

1,2 

4,232 

191,484 

177,781 

5,319 

61 

3,355 

559,492 

11,611,107 

1,2 

)elivery   Stations. 

(ranch    Reading  Rooms,   non-circulating;   first  one   established    1891. 
ncludes  Blackstone  Branch,   opened  April    1,   1905,   and  6   Branch   Reading 
,ix  of  these  were  converted  into    circulating   branches   in    1910. 

Other   agencies"  henceforth   includes   Traveling   Libraries,   Deposit    Stati, 
.11  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches,   1910-11. 
•rom   1917   to   1924    this   figure  includes    seven  high   school  libraries. 

■his   figure  includes   10  senior  high   school  libraries  and  8  junior  high  scht 


Tola 


)9,078    407,336 


TABLE  OF  HOME  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  BRANCHES  —  1926 


Branch 


Number  of  Volumes 
Juvenile    Adult       Total 


Circulation — Juvenile       Circulation — Adult 
Non-  Non- 

Fiction     Fiction        Total         Fiction       Fiction         Total 


1  Legler    16,429 

2  Woodlawn   8,438 

}  Sheridan  5,533 

4  Douglas    8,853 

5  Humboldt 6,992 

6  Austin    7,632 

7  Albany    5,848 

8  Kelly  7,027 

9  Shedd   6,043 

10  Logan    5,570 

11  Rogers    4,855 

12  Broadway  4,487 

13  Lewis    4,608 

14  Blackstonc   6,197 

15  West  Nortli   3,916 

16  Ogden    4,710 

17  Hamilton    5,113 

18  McKinlcy  4,390 

19  Sherman    3,181 

20  Eckhart    4,017 

21  Independence    2,667 

22  Lincoln  3,291 

23  Holstein     2,808 

24  Hamlin    3,542 

25  Hardin    4,092 

26  Bessemer    2,361 

27  Walker   4,282 

28  Seward    2,948 

29  Pulaski   2,776 

30  Cornell   2,307 

31  Kosciuszko    2,014 

32  Portage'  2,954 

33  Dvorak  2,173 

34  Davis    1,728 

35  Jew.  Peo.  Inst 4,593 

36  Fuller    2,606 

37  Olivet    2,286 

38  Forestville   1,654 

39  Calumet=  3,115 

40  Riiosevelt   1,953 

41  Mirse'    

4J  Avalon'   1,817 

Scanlan    

Mont  Clare 

North  Austin' 

Kelvyn"    

Total— Branches    181,806 


1  Marshall    

2  Lindblom    

3  Harrison     

4  Austin  

3  Lake  View 

6  Tilden'   

7  Senn    

5  Englewood    

9  Crane'   

10  Bowen'   

Total— High  Schools. 


35,062 
18,310 
15,271 
10,202 
8,715 
14,223 
8,002 
15,000 
5,763 
8,061 
11,090 
8,437 
14,492 
17,825 
5,319 
6,599 
6,777 
4,517 
3,832 
3,881 
4,090 
8,091 
2,550 
4,082 
3,954 
3,086 
7,252 
3,638 
1,866 
1,870 
2,482 
3,081 
2,651 
1,768 
3,563 
3,176 
2,488 
2,369 
3,488 
2,135 


51,491 
26,748 
20,804 
19,055 
15,707 
21,855 
13,850 
22.027 
11,806 
13,631 
15,945 
12,924 
19,100 
24,022 
9,235 
11,309 
11,890 
8,907 
7,013 
7,898 
6,757 
11,382 
5,358 
7,624 
8,046 
5,447 
11,534 
6,586 
4,642 
4,177 
4,496 
6,035 
4,824 
3,496 
8.156 
5.782 
4.774 
4,023 
6,603 
4,088 


2,035        3,852 


109,699 
92,969 
67,655 
104,824 
102,650 
74,970 
81,004 
79,371 
86,672 
75,640 
48,498 
47,371 
41,607 
42,400 
59,211 
65,002 
58.573 
58,767 
61,989 
52,489 
42,848 
28,391 
42,626 
43,664 
35,809 
33,641 
24,057 
30,354 
29,204 
29,092 
27,903 
20,881 
21.005 
24,236 
29,730 
23,354 
21,235 
14,471 
16,182 
15,201 
5,803 
4,455 
16,992 
7,711 
7,406 


43,993 
29,522 
20,445 
63,029 
52,919 
22,897 
37,121 
21,969 
40,079 
26,319 
16,635 
20,386 
16,173 
13,096 
27,452 
21,900 
15,425 
31,117 
23,615 
32.857 
15,095 
19,492 
31,292 
21,675 
22,526 
17.174 
7,666 
15,913 
18,613 
19,966 
17,089 
13,302 
13,850 
16,394 
12,491 
11,255 
13,946 
10,886 
8,744 
8,588 
2,375 
2,227 
9,724 
3,538 
2.805 


153,692 
122,491 
88,100 
167,853 
155,569 
97.867 
118,125 
101,340 
126,751 
101,959 
65,133 
67,757 
57,780 
55,496 
86,663 
86,902 
73,998 
89,884 
85,604 
85,346 
57,943 
47,883 
73,918 
65,339 
58,335 
50,815 
31,723 
46,267 
47,817 
49.058 
44.992 
34,183 
34,855 
40,630 
42,221 
34,609 
35,181 
25,357 
24,926 
23,789 
8,178 
6.682 
26,716 
11,249 
10,211 


291.093    472,899    2,007,612    913.575    2,921.187 


221,244 
183,901 
165,896 
99,268 
96,194 
126,721 
114,659 
122.764 
61,902 
79,807 
104,273 
100,642 
100,504 
99,006 
68.176 
69,009 
69,679 
46,360 
39,359 
30,101 
49,521 
45,015 
20,829 
32,716 
34,151 
28,595 
38,302 
32,327 
15,561 
17,589 
22,144 
31,612 
21,546 
13,290 
17,171 
21,653 
19,486 
17,462 
14,349 
9,695 
4.776 
2,689 
4,987 
5.960 
2,823 
144 
2,523,858 


86,816 

83,873 

75,832 

40,149 

43,045 

50,155 

34,604 

42,329 

37,420 

33,418 

38,359 

33,691 

40,797 

42,785 

23,922 

20,351 

22,933 

20.771 

15,953 

25,361 

14,227 

23,325 

16,431 

12,906 

10,422 

13,348 

15,849 

6,489 

17,076 

10,888 

9,886 

3,925 

12.721 

14,243 

7,295 

5,446 

6,611 

7.215 

3.126 

4,026 

1,242 

318 

1,180 

825 

612 

13 

1.032.209 


308,060 
267,774 
241,728 
139,417 
139,239 
176,876 
149,263 
165,093 
99,322 
113,225 
142,632 
134,333 
141,301 
141,791 
92,098 
89,360 
92,612 
67,131 
55.312 
55,462 
63,748 
68,340 
37,260 
45,622 
44.573 
41,943 
54.151 
38,816 
32,637 
28,477 
32.020 
35,537 
34,267 
27,533 
24,466 
27,099 
26,097 
24.677 
17,475 
13,721 
6,018 
3,007 
6,167 
6.785 
3,435 
157 
3,556,067 


Total— Branches   and 

High  Schools   181,1 


9,790 

9,790 

8,191 

8.191 

8,975 

8,975 

11,627 

11,627 

9.202 

9,202 

6,333 

6,333 

11.289 

11,289 

9,727 

9,727 

7.478 

7,478 

3,360 

3,360 

85,972 

85,972 

377.065 

558,871 

HOME  CIRCULATION  IN  HIGH 

52,279         67,600  119.879 

45,780        54.355  100,135 

49,195        42.840  92,035 

37,399        53,493  90,892 

18.803         59,937  78,740 

....         33.615         40,600  74,215 

16.875         53,404  70,279 

.    .         23.348         40,961  64,309 

12.328        43,271  55,599 

15.816  23,575  39,391 

305.438  480,036  785,474 


2,007,612    913,575    2,921,187    2,829,296    1,512,245    4,341,541 


'Oiiened  July  29,  1926. 
'Opened  July  12,  1926. 
"Closed  .^pril  1,   1926. 


*()pened  November  15,  1926. 
"Closed  September  18,  1926. 
'Closed  February  8.   1926. 


Grand 

Total  Gain 

461,752  51,216 

390,265  41,717 

329,828  41,065 

307,270        

294,808  6,967 

274,743  20,856 

267,388  3,038 

266,433   

226,073   

215,184  7,721 

207,765  10,127 

202,090  22,604 

199,081    

197,287  12,468 

178,761  7,522 

176,262  13,577 

166,610  8,407 

157,015  13,859 

140,916  27,441 

140,808  296 

121,691  11,016 

1 16,223    

111,178   

110,961  3,260 

102,908  7,166 

92,758    

85,874  8,030 

85.083  1,368 

80,454        

77,535         

77,022        

69,720  69,720 

69,122        

68,163  12,741 

66,687        

61,708        

61.278  929 
50,034  7.889 
42,401  42,401 

37,510        

14,196        

9,689  9,689 

32,883        

18.034        

13,646  6,340 

157        

6,477.254  469,430 

-210,763 

258,667 

SCHOOLS 

119.879  27.625 

100,135  26,995 

92.035        

90,892        

78,740        

74.215  69,190 

70.279  5,341 

64,309        

55,599  47,465 

39,391  37,658 

785.474  214,274 

-15,548 

198,726 

7,262.728  457,393 

Tilden  H. 


Lo; 


7c 


11 

10 

12 

8,260  2 

2 

8 

1 

1,532 

19,407  8 

3 

4 

11 

13,514  7 

6 

4 

7 

5 

8 

12 

.' .' '.'.'.  9 

13,004  11 

3,080  3 

3 

7 

10,tJ71  11 

9 

1 

2,451  3 

3,870  5 

6,699  8 

14,58i  '2 
2 

33.981  50 

8.016  13 

1 

15 

4.64i  12 
37,171 

20..S(i7  60 

2.827  15 

7.091 
210.763 


23 

26 

7,091  7 

376 

3,095  3 

93 

7 

4,986  7 

80 

93 

15.548 


9 
14 
16 
16 
18 
12 
19 
.5  12 
19 
15 
13 
15 


197,804 
178,078 
123,358 
195,351 
247,628 
80,483 
98,464 
186,195 
85,222 
79,916 
72,194 
72,841 
146,836 
131,904 
61,243 
87,363 
79,187 
81,192 
57,626 
99,474 
46,621 
71,507 
62,440 
61,517 
65,120 
64,774 
41,625 
58,175 
47.117 
60,254 
56,328 
26,488 
41,957 
50,525 
54,539 
57,434 
40,749 
40,641 
25,863 
33,945 
11.051 
5.532 


Pictures 

CoUec-  Circu- 

tion  lation 

4^365  13,051 

i,926  11,292 

5,003  10,836 

14,319  20,017 

L-.,714  48,093 

13,323  31,036 

4,638  14,834 

12,328  22,911 

7,695  13,681 

5,157  4,124 

6,209  5,277 

3,782  5,076 

8,377  7,484 

8,129  6,546 

3,304  18,517 

6,053  19,839 

6,909  10,923 

6,824  16,756 

291  13,391 

4,082  6,545 

5,647  16,573 

3,659  9,243 

2,023  2,505 

5,048  20,987 

4,142  14,500 

11,663  13,847 

484  34 

3,107  749 

703  1,391 

391  139 

4,512  2,851 

22 

3,309  1,081 
1,069  1,083 
2,800  2,223 
2,295  707 
1,879  3,707 
285  266 
1,692  1,687 
1,058  32 
1,333 
21 

'.'.'.'.'.  "46 

19i,194  395,250 


87,438 
124,233 
96,562 
87,802 
73,234 
72,643 
120,921 
92,668 
87,641 
67.573 
910,715 


795 
776 
2,255 
2,005 
2,464 
694 
3,000 
4,895 


654 

34 

1,142 

2,463 

3,212 

549 
2,349 
1,683 


gam 
net  .eaii 


16.884       12,086 
4,197,276    209,078    407,336 


»Cr! 


S.   open  2  months  in   1925. 
S.  open  only  2  months  in   1925. 
S.  open  only  1  month  in   1925. 


STATISTICAL  SURVEY,  1873-1926 


is 


Is 

ill 

°  S-^ 

o"^ 

^i 

2 

s-1 

1 

o< 

S.S 

K'So 

[-^J 

H£ 

E-?S 

a< 

^ 

Wcq 

irj 

Circulation  o( 

books 

began  May  1 

1874 

$    7.204.44 

$  1,224.26 

$  1,791.64 

2,574 

7,659 

7,659 

295 

33,178.20 

10,733.11 

7,725.78 

23,283 

399,156 

399,156 

1,313 

63,374.17 

28,410.63 

15,544.99 

18,635 

306,751 

306,751 

1,002 

33,765.58 

7,404.52 

14,558.84 

6' 

25,906 

519,691 

454,420 

65,271 

1,704 

54,330.72 

6,899.14 

28,620.77 

18' 

36,478 

843,971 

643,714 

200,257 

2,830 

80,085.47 

11,148.66 

45,919.61 

32' 

53,956 

1,147,862 

601,996 

545,866 

3,816 

139,068.21 

19,431.18 

75,167.78 

60» 

79,605 

1,749,775 

606,384 

1,143,391 

5,769 

213,794.29 

12,476.70 

131.085.22 

68' 

73,368 

1,336,199 

547,542 

788,657 

4,400 

217,502.50 

19,884.79 

135,073.01 

88' 

111,684 

1,805,012 

520,019 

149,145 

1,135,848 

5,938 

306,897.32 

45,520.85 

179,499.42 

866= 

260,955 

4,326,057 

709,678 

2,150,776 

1,465,603 

14,184 

409,735.03 

61,661.31 

265,435.82 

907 

289,504 

4,802,432 

700.909 

2,462,684 

1,638,839 

15,694 

469,983.33 

72,171.42 

289,348.75 

1,194 

334,930 

5,602,806 

799,653 

2,933,619 

1,869,534 

18,491 

577,197.33 

112,556.34 

325,938.88 

1,178 

350,690 

7,061,180 

804,705 

4,051,818 

2,204,657 

23,151 

651,989.51 

101,044.01 

382,143.53 

1,515 

362,055 

7,509,267 

827,353 

4,414,653 

2,267,261 

24,702 

849,264.01 

112,716.52 

477,101.86 

1,740 

393,573 

7,651,928 

859,998 

4,411,124 

2,380,806 

25,006 

948,746.28 

105,465.93 

572,393.32 

2,063 

423,164 

7,472,768 

1,039,638 

3,992,212 

2,440,918 

24,501 

848,778.78 

99,410.32 

539,054.56 

2,171 

419,722 

8,825,773 

1,085,523 

5,092,698 

2,647,552 

28,937 

1,221,319.39 

285,049.93 

680,163.73 

2,797 

459,636 

9,901,576 

1,138,142 

5,944,008 

2,819,426 

32,571 

1,255,321.20 

223,901.80 

801,187.12 

3,062 

501.716 

10,613,978 

1,213,753 

6,460,981 

2,939,244 

34,800 

1,377,741.26 

206,188.05 

912,681.47 

3,280 

546,307 

11,002,736 

1,247.885 

6,829,374 

2,925,477 

36,075 

1,405,334.97 

177,526.09 

965,477.29 

3,355 

559,492 

11,611,107 

1,296.697 

7,427,061 

2,887.349 

38,069 

1,647,736.58 

245,382.72  1,048,079.52 

1873 

6,852 

4,000 

4,000   . 

1874 

18,183 

11,331 

9,899 

1,432   . 

1875 

39,236 

21,053 

20,122 

969   . 

1880 

67,772 

8,440 

7,799 

641 

1885 

111,621 

6,836 

5,692 

1,144 

1890 

156,242 

10,908 

10,073 

835 

1895 

211,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

1900 

258,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

1905 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

1910 

402,848 

55,990 

51,482 

2,693 

1915 

627,619 

75,837 

69,305 

3,901 

1916 

701,059 

100,527 

82,158 

13,006 

1917 

806,172 

140,645 

130,929 

3,875 

1918 

882,566 

123,312 

112,857 

6,759 

1919 

1,011.963 

141,273 

130,841 

6,135 

1920 

1,075,292 

137,850 

126,990 

7,032 

1921 

1,099,711 

98.005 

88,246 

4,704 

1922 

1,213,835 

221,672 

209,957 

5,925 

1923 

1,305,140 

201,051 

185,164 

7,758 

1924 

1,380,799 

193,548 

178,798 

6,524 

1925 

1,402,136 

140,568 

125,983 

6,516 

1926 

1,454,232 

191,484 

177,781 

5,319 

^  Delivery   Stations. 

'  Branch   Reading  Rooms,  non-circulating;   first  one  established    1891. 

^  Includes  Blackstone  Branch,   opened  April    1,    1905,    and  6   Branch   Reading    Rooms. 

*  Six  of  these  were   converted   into    circulating  branches   in    1910. 

'  "Other  agencies"  henceforth   includes   Traveling    Libraries,    Deposit    Stations   and   School   Deposits. 

"  All  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches,   1910-11. 

■f  From   1917   to    1924    this   figure  includes    seven  high    school   libraries. 

^  This  figure  includes  10  senior  high  school  libraries  and  8  junior  high  school  libraries. 


.VEY.  1873-1926 


'                                                                     $  7,204,44   $     1,224,26  $     1,791.64  5 

\^,„  295  33,178,20  10,733.11  7,725,78  15 

'f'  1,313  63,374.17  28,410,63  15,544.99  26 

Z'il,  1,002  33,765,58  7,404.52  14,558.84  25 

■  :        ■6V,2n        1,704  54,330.72  6,899.14  28,620.77  45 

'■,14  200,257       2,830  80,085.47  11,148.66  45,919.61  71 

•  ■■••;;           545  866       3,816  139,068.21  19,431,18  75,167.78  1 

^,84        '                  1143,391       5.769  213,794.29  12.476.70  131,085.22  210 

]if'  788,657       4,400  217,502.50  19.884.79  135.073.01  173 

Vooi^       ■l49,145     1,135,848       5,938  306,897.32  45,520.85  1".499.42  245 

;678  2  150,776     1.465,603  14,184  409,735.03  61,661.31  265,435,82  SO 

■99  2,     2684     1638,839  15,694  469,983.33  72,171,42  289,348.  2 

i,653  2933.619     1.869,534  18,491  577,197,33  112,556.34  ,93   . 

,34,705  4,051.818     2.204,657  23.151  651.989.51  101,044.01  382,14  .53  521 

>7353  4414,653     2,267,261  24,702  849,264,01  112,716.52  477,101.86  570 

59'998  4  411124     2.380.806  25.006  948,746.28  105,465.93  572,393.32  629 

39'638  3'992.212     2.440,918  24,501  848,778.78  99,410.32  539,054.56  520 

is'sn  5  092  698     2,647,552  28,937  1,221,319.39  285,049.93  680,163.73  685 

J8'l42  5  944.008     2.819,426  32,571  1,255,321.20  223,901.80  801,187.12  761 

uVsS  6  460  981     2.939.244  34.800  1,377.741.26  206,188.05  912,681.47  817 

47'885  6',829,374     2.925.477  36,075  1.405.334.97  177,526,09  965,477.29  822 

96'697  7  427,061     2,887.349  38,069  1,647,736.58  245,382,72  1.048.079.52  886 
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CLASSIFIED    CIRCULATION    IN    BRANCHES    AND    HIGH 
SCHOOLS— 1926 


Class 

000 

100 

200 

300 

398 

400 

500 

600 

700 

800 

900-09  1 

930-09  i 

910 

920 

Fiction 

Defective 

sight 
Rental 
Magazines 
Foreign 


[uvENiLE     Percentage     Adult      Percentage     Total  Percentage 


1,114 

393 

27,067 

76,977 

340,421 

80 

38,996 

51,398 

54,063 

86,811 

79,625 

86,447 

43,568 

2,007,612 

231 

26,384 


.03 

.013 

.92 

2.63 

11.65 

.002 

1.33 

1.75 

1.85 

2.97 

2.72 


7,565 
A7,777 
21,187 
121,658 

13,992 
74,491 

109,307 
80,027 

318,348 


173,821 

2.95  73,406 

1.49  84,167 

68.72     2,829,296 

.007 

i7,777 

.903       152,005 

176,717 


.17 
1.10 

.48 
2.80 

.Z2 
1.71 
2.51 
1.84 
7.Zi 

4.00 

1.71 

1.93 

65.16 


1.33 
3.60 
4.07 


Total      2,921,187 


4,341,541 


8,679 

48,170 

48,254 

198,635 

340,421 

14,072 

113,487 

160,705 

134,090 

405,159 

253,446 

159,853 

127,735 

4,836,908 

231 

S7,777 

178,389 

176,717 

7,262,728 


.12 

.66 

.66 

2.73 

4.68 

.19 

1.56 

2.21 

1.84 

5.54 

3.48 

2.20 

1.75 

66.46 

.002 
.79 

2.45 
2.43 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 

Circulation  for  1926 

Deposit  Stations 


*Addison    23,111 

Archer  Ave 19,754 

Armitage   12,453 

Association  House    68,765 

*Auburn    Highlands 5,982 

Auburn  Park 17,489 

Avondale    9,795 

Belmont   Park    16,181 

Bethany    Union 4,872 

*Birchwood   1,585 

*Brotherhood  House   ....  5,171 

*Bryn  Mawr   1,744 

Chase    House 11,998 

Chatham    20,157 

Cheltenham    17,625 

Chicago  Ave 8,475 

Chicago    Commons 9,806 

Chicago  Lawn   28,431 

Clearing   3,615 

Cleveland    21,355 

*Columbus  Park   1,825 

*Cuyler    13,109 

*Not    oi)en    the   entire   year. 


Diversey    8,529 

Drexel    5,927 

Dunning   14,092 

*E.  47th  St 5,253 

E.  61st   St 10,416 

Edison  Park  20,663 

Eleanor    Social    Center..  29,574 

Fernwood   13,564 

Franklin  Park   15,560 

Gads  Hill  Center 39,553 

Gage  Park   24,245 

Garden  Homes  14,376 

Good  Will  16,990 

Grand  Ave 11,020 

Grand  Crossing   12,428 

Granville  Ave 12,255 

Gresham    16,668 

Hegewisch     13,890 

House  of  Happiness 11,634 

Hull  House  4,795 

*Tackson  Park  7,966 

Jefferson  Park 31,435 
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Lake  View 17,833 

Larrabee  St 17,287 

Lawndale   1 1,613 

Lawrence  Ave 7,785 

*Le  Moyne    410 

*Lincoln  Square 975 

Longwood    17,030 

Mayfair    12,705 

Normal  Park  11,125 

N.  Clark  St 3,886 

Norwood  Park 20,170 

Olivet  Baptist  Church...  3,200 
Onward  Neighborhood 

House   10,226 

Park  Manor   51,955 

*Portage  Park  7,267 

Ravenswood    16,553 

Roseland    27,259 

*Sacramento    6,863 


St.  Louis   15,894 

Samaritan    17,007 

S.  Ashland  Ave 21,128 

S.  Chicago  Center 1,997 

S.  Chicago  N.  House....    10,817 

Southport  Ave 15,187 

S.  Western  Ave 2,609 

Troy  St 9,855 

Trumbull  Park  26,686 

W.  Division  Institute 15,681 

W.   Harrison   St 14,327 

W.  Pullman   19,420 

W.   Ravenswood    29,778 

W.  Twelfth  St 20,606 

Willow   St 14,132 

Windsor  Park   18,172 

*Winnemac   Park    4,174 

Total    1,165,743 


Business  House  Deposits 


W.  D.  Allen  Mfg.  Co...  408 

American  Bank  Note  Co  2,645 

American  Medical  Assn.  1,400 

Armour  Packing  Co 11,203 

Automatic   Electric   Co..  2,260 

Belden  Mfg.  Co 476 

Boston  Store    5,748 

Butler  Brothers  3,489 

Chicago  Trust    Co 1,531 

Davis  Co 9,585 

*Edison  Elec.  Appl.  Co. .  .  12 

The  Fair   2,013 

Federal  Reserve  Bank...  9,291 

Marshall  Field  &  Co....  13,900 

Foley  &  Co 680 

Goodman  Mfg.  Co 3,209 

G.  H.  Hammond 2,254 

Hart,  Schafifner  &  Marx.  2,200 

Hart,     Schaffner-Tripp. .  1,764 

111.  Bell  Tel.  Exchgs....  9,883 

I.  C.  Burnside 1,286 

111.  Glass  Co 873 

111.  Steel  Co 3.359 

Jewel  Tea  Co 2,121 

*J.  S.  Kemper  &  Co 427 

L.  Klein L978 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co.  No.  3  723 

LaSalle  Extension 5,658 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co 196 


Lyon  &  Healy 1,483 

Mail  Order  Co 1,246 

Mitchell  Brothers  &  Co. .  862 

Montgomery  Ward  &  Co.  24,181 

*National   Biscuit  Co 4,740 

Northern  Trust  Co 4,129 

Peoples   Gas  Light   Co..  4,139 

Post  Office  12,781 

*Roval  Tailors  512 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co. . . .  11,144 

Sprague  Warner  3,871 

A.  Stein  &  Co 2,464 

S.  W.  Straus  Co 2,470 

Union  Special  Machine  Co  228 

Union  Trust  Co 3,348 

United  Cigar  Stores  Co.  1,635 

U.  S.  Rubber  Co 1.170 

U.  S.  Veterans  Bureau..  4,914 

U.    of    C.    Press 951 

Western  Electric  Co 24,446 

Western  Electric-Clinton  2,399 

Western  Union  Tel.  Co. .  2,507 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  &  Co..  6,012 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  2..  3,178 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  3..  3,395 

Wm.  Wriglev  Tr.  Co....  1,722 

Yellow  Cab  Mfg.  Co....  838 


Total  231,337 


*Not   open   the  entire  year. 
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Special 

Amala-.  Cloth.  Workers.  .  1,352 

Auburn  Park  Church ....  595 

*Austin  Hospital    50 

*Bateman  School  250 

*Belden  Av.  Bap.  Church.  159 

Bethel  Evan.  Church....  1,773 

*Bethlehem  Cong.   Church  998 

Brethren  Mission    674 

*Chicago  Assn.  for  Child 

Study    67 

Chi.  Col.  of  Osteopathy.  429 

Chi.  Home  for  Friendless  658 

Chicago  Home  for  Girls  1,999 

*Chicago    Lying-in    Hosp.  121 

♦Chicago   Normal   College  1,400 

♦Chicago  Orphan  Home..  50 

Chi.  Osteopathic  Hosp...  921 

♦Chicago   Parental   School  801 

Chicago  State  Hospital..  3,015 

Commercial  Cont.  School  4,438 

Cook   County  Hospital..  17,613 

County  Jurors    117 

DePaul    University     ....  2,171 

Elsdon  M.  E.  Church...  2,098 

Fellowship  House 812 

Fourth  Presby.  Church..  1,328 

♦Fulton  Com.  Center 523 

♦Gladstone  Com.  Center..  50 

Greeley  School  1,238 

♦Hartzell  Com.  Center...  1,486 

♦Heimat  Educational  Club  168 

♦Emil  G.  Hirsch  Center..  342 

Hoyne   Cont.    School....  6,908 

111.    Training   School....  1,565 

Knights  of  Columbus.  .  . .  1,026 

Loyola  University 1,395 

Marks  Nathan  Home....  1,838 

Mateer  Hotels... "77 3,469 

♦Mercv  Hospital   743 

M.  E.  Deaf  Hdqtrs 437 

Michael  Reese  Hospital..  3,469 

Moody  Bible  Institute...  565 

♦Mt.  Sinai  Hospital 134 

Municipal  Tuber.  San...  9,766 

♦National  Kind.  College..  155 

New  First  Cong.  S.   Sch  244 

Our  Ladv  of  Sorrows  Ch  4,365 

♦Peoples  Evan.  Luth.  Ch.  1,120 

Ravenswood    Hospital...  1,497 

Recreation   Training   Sch  83 

♦Roseland  Hospital  89 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 13,505 

St.  Nicholas   Church....  1,584 

*Not    open   the  entire  year. 


Deposits 

St.   Philips  High   School  2,439 

Scout  Troop  No.  50 1,150 

S.  Chicago  Cont.   School  1,620 

S.  Div.  Cont.  School....  10,755 

♦Stevenson  Mem.   House.  206 

Thoburn  Meth.  Church..  1,037 

Trinity  S.  School 523 

Union  League  Foundation  1,372 

♦Univ.  Coop.  Nursery....  40 

♦U.  of    C.   Settlement....  901 

Wesley    Hospital    2,559 

Winchell  Cont.  Sch.  No.  2  5,855 

*W.  &  C.   Hospital 10 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Central 4,305 

♦Y.  M.  C.  A.  Div.  St 610 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hyde  Park.  396 

♦Y.  M.  C.  A.  West  Side..  546 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Wilson  Ave  605 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Central....  3,216 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Indus.  S.C.  985 

Camp  Algonqum   600 

Arden  Shore  Camp'.....  150 

Camp  Beard   600 

Camp  Belnap   400 

Camp  Blackhawk 400 

Camp  Checaugau   400 

Camp  Fire  Girls  Camp..  300 

Chi.  Boys  Club  Camp...  84 

Chi.  Commons  Farm  Camp  74 

Council   Camp    150 

Crippled  Child.  Camp...  400 

Farr  Camp   100 

Forest  Beach  Camp 450 

Fourth   Presby.   Camp  B  100 

Fourth  Presby.   Camp  G  100 

Girl  Scouts  Camp  240 

Camp  Gray  404 

Lincoln   Center  Camp...  200 

Camp  McDonald  500 

New  First  Church  Camp  400 

Oval  Lodge  Camp 200 

Camp  Pinemere  7S 

Camp   Roosevelt    464 

Stone  Hill   Camp 200 

Sunset  Camp    50 

Swastika  Camp   75 

Swift  Camp   900 

Camp  Traverse   150 

Camp  West 500 

Camp  Wooster    300 

Total  149,749 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 


Volumes     Total  Acces-    Xet  Acces-      N'olumes 

IX  Library  signs,  [an.  1-  signs  Jan.  1-     in  Library 
Dec.  31,  "25    Dec.  31, '26    Dec.  31, '26     Dec.  31, '26 

000  General  Works   20,075  1,717  1,424  21,499 

050  Bd.  Periodicals   66,229  1,722  1,676  67,905 

100  Philosophy    17,729  1,447  417  18,146 

200  Religion  14,524  847  311  14,835 

300  Sociology    41,002  4,011  1,591  42,593 

400     Philology    3,386  310  —190  3,196 

500  Natural   Science    22,243  1,594  91  22,334 

600  Useful  Arts   62,848  2,480  —924  61,924 

700  Fine  Arts    24,854  2,363  115  24,969 

800  Literature     75,503  6,678  2,266  77,769 

930-999 1  History  44,466  3,860  2,092  46,558 

910  Geography  and  Travel  28,591  1,463  452  29,043 

920  Biography  30,785  2,415  1,455  32,240 

Books   for   the   Blind 4,656  769  760  5,416 

Documents    74,562  3,742  3,650  78,212 

English   Fiction    285,572  55,927  13,958  299,530 

Juvenile     447,552  88,461  20,682  468,234 

Music,    Sheet    14,805  612  442  15,247 

Piano  Rolls   500  ...  ...  500 

Alusic,   Bound    6,979  346  201  7,180 

Arabic  Literature  107  88  88  195 

Armenian  Literature  78  6  — 18  60 

Bohemian  Literature   9,759  1,629  1,338  11,097 

Dutch  Literature    1,719  ....  —147  1,572 

Finnish  Literature    29  ....  ....  29 

French  Literature    17,154  1,928  —1,733  15,421 

German    Literature    38,901  1,169  —1,159  37,742 

Hebrew   Literature    251  187  183  434 

Hungarian  Literature    ... .  1,025  200  173  1,198 

Italian  Literature  3,529  74  —53  3,476 

Japanese  Literature   137  ....  ....  137 

Latvian    Literature    1,546  .....              1,546 

Lithuanian  Literature   2,447  9  — 69  2,378 

Polish  Literature    6,907  1,260  184  7,091 

Portuguese  Literature   ....  16  ....  ....  16 

Russian  Literature  4,052  1,276  679  4,731 

Scandinavian  Literature   . .  13,548  2,379  2,074  15.622 

Servian  Literature 196  196  196 

Slovak  Literature  290  26  13  303 

Slovenian  Literature   884  8  3  887 

Spanish  Literature   3,573  93  21  3,594 

Welsh   Literature    8              8 

Yiddish  Literature   6,726  137  —138  6,588 

Other  Languages    1,355  55  —8  1,347 

Woman's        Library 

(World's  Fair)   1,234  ....  ....  1.234 

Total   1,402,136  191,484  52,096       1,454,232 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

Ox  American  Library  Association  Schedules 

Annual  report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1926. 
Name  of  Library :     The  Chicago  PubHc  Library. 
City  or  town :     Chicago ;     State  :  Illinois. 
Name  of  Librarian :     Carl  B.  Roden. 
Date  of  founding:  April  11,   1872. 

Population  served    (estimate) 3,048,000 

Assessed  valuation  of  city  or  town $1,873,921,764.00 

Assessed  valuation  is  what  per  cent  of  true  cash  value 50% 

Rate  of  tax  levy  for  library  purposes $0.08  per  $100 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending. 

Free  for  reference. 

Total  number  of  agencies 3,416 

Consisting  of — Central    Library 1 

Branches    41 

Sub-branches    2 

How  many  branches  occupy  separate  buildings  ?  5 

High  school  libraries — Junior    8 

Senior    10 

Other  agencies   (3,080  school  room  collections)  3,354 

Number  of  days  open  during  year.  Central  Library 363 

Branches  308 

Hours  open  each  week  for  lending,  Central  Library 60 

Branches   72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading.  Central  Library 83 

Branches    72 

BOOK  STOCK 

Adult         Juvenile  Total 

Number   of   volumes   at   beginning   of 

year   954,584      447,552      1,402,136 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  pur- 
chase           90,252        87.529         177,781 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  gift  or 

exchange    5,135  184  5,319 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  binding 

material  not  otherwise  counted . .  .  7,636  748  8,384 

Total   1,057,607      536,013       1,593,620 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn       71,609        67,779         139,388 
Total  number  at  end  of  year 985,998      468,234       1,454,232 
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USE 

Adult         Juvenile  Total 

*Number   of    volumes   of    fiction   lent 

for   home   use 3,418,096    2,190,003    5,608,099 

Total    number    of    volumes    lent    for 

home  use  11,611,107 

*Per  cent  fiction  lent  of  total  vol- 
umes lent    64.29% 

Circulation  per  capita 3.81 

Number  of  pictures,  photographs  and 

prints  lent  for  home  use 490,902 

Other  circulation   (sheet  music) 32,980 

Number  of  persons  using  librarj'   for 

reading  and  study 1,250,339 

REGISTRATION 

Adult       Juvenile         Total 

fNumber  of  borrowers  registered  dur- 
ing year    78,113         43,984       122,097 

Total  number  of  registered  bor- 
rowers      559,492 

Registration  period,  j-ears 3 

Percent  registered  borrowers  of  pop- 
ulation served    18% 

STAFF 

Number  of  staff,  library  service 806 

Number  of  staff,  janitor  service 80 

FINANCE 

Receipts 

Local  taxation    $1,531,986.78 

Invested  funds   12,330.01 

Fines  and  sale  of  publications 88.129.40 

Duplicate  pay  collection 11 ,676.99 

Interest  on  deposits 1,221.36 

tOthcr  sources   82,043.93 

Total   1,727,388.47 

Unexpended  balance  from  previous  year 23,979.44 

Grand  total   $1,751,367.91 

'Central,  Branches  and  High  School  Branches  only.  Classified  figures 
from  other   agencies  not  available  at  this  time. 

tCentral  and  Branches  only.  Classified  figures  from  other  agencies  not 
available  at  this  time. 

tincludes  .$62,828.87  received  from  Board  of  Education  for  salaries  in  10 
senior   high   school  libraries   and   8   junior   high   school  libraries. 
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Payments   for   Maintenance 

1.     Library  Operating  Expenses 

♦Librarians'  salaries   $915,003.52 

Books    245,382.72 

Periodicals    17,371.50 

Binding   87,668.44 

Supplies,  stationery,  printing,  etc 23,310.20 

Furniture,  equipment,  etc 14,244.73 

Telephone,  postage,  freight,  express 12,254.20 

Other  items    22,772.17 

Total   $1,338,007.48 

2.     Building  Maintenance   Expenses 

Janitors,  mechanics,  wages,  etc $133,076.00 

Cleaning  supplies  and  equipment 1,903.66 

Building  repairs  and  minor  alterations 46,015.04 

Rent     40,495.00 

Heat  and  light 37,797.26 

Other  items  15,442.14 

Total    274,729.10 

Total   maintenance  expenses $1,612,736.58 

Extraordinary  Payments 

Unexpended  balance  December  31,  1926 $  15,734.93 

Fines  paid  to  Pension  Fund 87,896.40 

Sites    35,000.00 

Total   138,631.33 

Grand  total   $1,751,367.91 

Maintenance  expenditure  per  volume  of  circulation....  $0.14 

Maintenance  expenditure  per  capita .54 

'Includes    $65,045.09    appropriated    by   the    Board    of    Education    for    salaries 
in    10    senior   high    school   libraries  and   8   junior   high    school    libraries. 
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CHICAGO 
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1928 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

1927  EXPIRATION 

OF  TERM 

ANDREW  J.  KOLAR,  President 1929 

MICHAEL  lARUSSI,   Vice-President 1928 

COLIN  C.  H.  FYFFE 1929 

LOUIS    M.    SEVERSON 1929 

MAX  HENIUS   1927 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON 1927 

FREDERIC  SIEDENBURG   1928 

PRESTON  BRADLEY   1928 

GEORGE  CLEVELAND  HALL 1927 

U.  J.  HERRMANN 1929 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

1927 

Library — Directors  Bradley,  Siedenburg  and  Fyffe. 

Administration — Directors  larussi,  Herrmann  and  Hall. 

Buildings  and  Grounds — Directors   Roulston,   Herrmann  and   Henius. 


S  'b2.Q,  \ 
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MEMBERS   OF  THE   BOARD   FROM   ITS   ORGANIZATION 

April  11,  1872,  to  December  31,  1927 

WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE 


*  Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82 

*  Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77 
Appel.  Charles  L,  1922-25 

♦Armstrong,    George    B.,     1881- 
82;  1908-11 

Armstrong,  John  C,  1921-23 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,   1899;   1916-21 
*Beebe,  William  H.,  1887-89 

Beroth,  Carl  O.,  1917-22 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,   1875-78 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A,  1908-10 
*Bo\vers,  Jam^s  F,  1901-08 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887 

Bradley,  Preston,  1925-28 
*Breyer,  Charles   C,   1913-17 
*Brine,  George  J.,  1886-87 
*Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;  1901- 

07 
*CaIlaghan.  B.,  1880-86 

Cigrand,   B.   J.,   1903-10 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13 
*Cuneo,  Lawrence,  1917-24 
*Curran,  William,  1882-83 
*Despres,  Samuel,  1903-06;  1912- 
15 

Diener,  T.  C.  1893-95 
*Dreyer,  Edward  S.,   1889-95 
*Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07 

Egan  Dennis  J.,  1903-05 
*Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88 
*Forrestcr,  Robert  H.,  1879-80 
♦Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-1903 
♦Freeman,   Henry   V.,    1910-13 

Fyffe,    Colin    C.    H.,     1903-05; 

1924-29 
♦Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02 


♦Gartenstein,  Jacob,  1921-22 

Gessler,   Samuel,    1917-19 
♦Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98 

Hall,  George  Cleveland,  1926-27 
♦Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98 
♦Hatch,  Azel  F.,  1890-93;   1894- 

1900 
♦Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75 
Hazard,  Paul  A.,  1923-25 
♦Healy,  James  J.,  1913-25 

Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98 
♦Heldmann,   George   D.,    1902-03 

Henius,  Max,  1911-17;  1925-27 
♦Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901 

Herrmann,  U.  J.,  1927-29 
♦Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97 
♦Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81 
♦Hoyne,  Thomas,  1872-75 
♦Hutchinson,    Charles    L.,    1898- 

1901 

♦Hynes,  William  J,  1881-87 

larussi,  Michael,   1924-28 

Jonas,  Edgar  A.,  1917-19 

♦Kadlec,  L.  W,  1880-89 

♦Kaspar,   William,    1889-94 

Keeley,  Thomas  F.,  1894-97 
♦Kent,  William  D.,  1888-89 
Kolar,  Andrew  J.,  1924-29 
Ksycki,  Phihp  M.,  1911-17 
Kuflewski,  W.  A,  1899-1902 
Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-17 
Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900 
♦Lindstrand,  Frans  A,  1903-06 
♦Loewenthal,    B.,    1875-82 
♦Lowe,  John  W,  1902-06 
♦McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-01 
McDowell,  Malcolm,  1913-14 


'Deceased 


♦McLaughlin,  Robert  J.,  1919-20 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87 
*Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88 
Mason,  George,   1874-80 
Mayer,  Oscar  G.,   1914-17 
Meeker,  Arthur.  1900-03 
*Moos,  Bernhard,   1887-96 
*Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88 
Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08 
O'Connell,  T.  Frank,   1913-17 
Oldenburg,  Adam  C,   1921-23 
*Onahan,  William  J.,  1874-81 
*Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-1903 
*Plamondon,    Charles    A,    1899- 
1902 
Pokorney,  Frank  J..  1913-17 
*Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76 
*Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75 

Rawson.  Frederick  H.,   19Q8-11 
*Rend.  William  P.,  1889-92 
*Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-85 
♦Rosenthal,  Julius.  1872-75 
Roulston.    Robert    J.,     1905-13; 
1925-27 
*Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85 
Ryan,  Andrew  J..  1898-99 
Schick,  Charles  E.,  1917-23 
♦Schmidt,  Ernst,   1881-82 


♦Scranton,  Abner  R.,  1876-79 

Severson,  Louis  M.,  1924-29 
♦Sheahan,  James  W.,  1872-74 
♦Shields,    Michael,    1902-03 
♦Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80 
♦Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95 

Shutter.  R.  G.,  1917-20 

Siedenburg,  Frederic,  1925-28 
♦Smith,  Pliny  B..  1888-94 
♦Smith,  Robert  J.,   1890-93 

Smith,   Sidney,   1877-79 
♦Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95 
♦Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81 

Sproul,  Elliott  W.,  1919-22 

Stern,  Julius,   1906-12 
♦Swazey,   Arthur,    1885-87 

Taylor,  Graham,   1906-12 

Tollkuehn,  Frank  F.,  1917-24 

Turner,  F.  W.,  1921-24 
♦Umbedenstock,  Michael,  1887-90 
♦Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99 
♦Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13 
♦Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83 
♦Waterman,  Arba  N.,   1908-10 
♦Wells,  William  H.,  1882-85 

Williams,   Fannie  B.,   1924-26 
♦Williams,  Norman,   1887-89 
♦Woodard,  Willard,   1872-74 


♦Sheahan,  James  W.,   Acting   Secretary   from  April    11   to  July  20, 

1872. 
♦Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,   1872,  to  October  15, 

1908. 
Wilson,   Harry   G.,    Acting    Secretary,    October    15,    1908,   to   March 

11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
♦Poole,    William    F.,    LL.D.,    Librarian    from    October   25,    1873,    to 

August  1,  1887. 
♦Hild,    Frederick    H.,    Librarian    from    October    15,    1887,    to    April 

30,  1909. 
Rodicn,   Carl   B.,   Acting   Librarian   from   May   1,    1909,   to   October 

11,  1909. 
♦Legler,    Henry   E.,    Librarian    from   October    11,    1909,    to    Septem- 
ber 13,  1917. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Librarian  since  March   11,   1918. 


'Deceased. 


Fifty-  Sixth  Annual  Report 

of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 

The  Chicago  PubHc  Library 

To  THE  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Chicago  : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
PubHc  Library  has  the  honor  to  present  herewith  the  fifty- 
sixth  annual  report  of  the  PubHc  Library  covering  the  fiscal 
and  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1927. 

Details  of  the  operation,  and  of  the  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements in  the  municipal  and  trust  funds  of  the  Library 
are  given  in  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  of  the  Secre- 
tary, respectively,  which  are  included  herewith.  The  former 
records  material  gains  in  the  use  of  the  Library  in  all  its  de- 
partments and  branches.  The  total  of  the  number  of  books 
issued  to  home  readers  continues  to  increase,  especially 
when,  as  during  the  past  year,  new  centers  for  the  issue  of 
books  are  added  to  the  system  or  better  and  more  com- 
modious quarters  are  provided  for  old  ones.  The  number 
of  registered  book  borrowers,  representing  the  proportion 
of  the  population  with  which  the  Library  succeeds  in  estab- 
lishing contacts,  likewise  continues  to  grow.  The  patronage 
of  the  various  reference  rooms  and  study  activities  con- 
ducted on  Library  premises  also  shows  a  proportionate  gain. 

A  fair  beginning  has  been  made  in  the  program  of 
erecting  a  branch  library  in  adequate  and  independent  quar- 
ters in  every  ward  of  the  city,  to  which  the  Board  has  been 
committed  for  more  than  ten  years  and  which  the  enact- 
ment of  the  new  building  fund  rate  effective  in   1927  has 
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finally  brought  to  a  realization.  The  first  building  to  be 
completed,  the  Toman  Branch  in  the  Twenty-third  ward, 
was  opened  to  the  public  on  June  14th.  The  second,  the 
George  M.  Pullman  Branch,  erected  on  a  site  presented  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  George  M.  Pullman  Free  School  of 
Manual  Training,  was  begun  in  August  and  will  be  com- 
pleted by  April  first,  1928.  A  site  for  a  branch  in  Holden 
Park,  Austin,  has  meanwhile  been  acquired  by  lease  from 
the  City  of  Chicago,  upon  which  a  building  is  to  be  erected 
in  1928.  Other  projects  are  in  course  of  development  and 
will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Board  during  the  coming 
years. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Board  were  held  at  stated 
times  throughout  the  year  and  much  committee  work  was 
done,  particularly  by  the  Committee  on  Buildings  and 
Grounds.  One  special  committee,  on  Publicity  and  Promo- 
tion, has  also  been  active  in  the  prosecution  of  its  varied 
tasks.  The  membership  of  the  Board  continues  as  at  the 
time  of  the  last  report  with  the  exception  of  the  appointment 
in  April  of  Mr.  U.  J.  Herrmann  to  succeed  Mr.  Louis  M. 
Severson  who  withdrew  earlier  in  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Andrew  J.  Kolar,  President. 
Michael  Iarussi,  Vice-President. 
Colin  C.  H.  Fyffe, 
Max  Hen  I  us, 
Robert  J.  Roulston, 
Frederic  Siedenburg, 
Preston  Bradley, 
George  C.  Hall, 
U.  J.  Herrmann. 

Chicago,  March  12,  1928. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

Public   Library 

Chicago,  February  10,  1928. 
To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors 
The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library 
is  established  and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following 
financial  and  statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1927: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 

Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  Year  Ended  December  31,  1927, 
Maintenance  and  Operation  Fund. 

Receipts 

Sale  1926  tax  warrants $     370,000.00 

Sale  1927  tax  warrants 110,000.00 

Taxes   1926   $1,882,067.12 

Gain  in  extension  taxes  1926  77.95    $1,882,145.07 


Less  :    Costs  and  losses 

Costs   18,276.13 

Losses   166,529.21         184,805.34 


$1,697,339.73 
Less  tax  warrants   1926  redeemed 577,000.00      1,120,339.73 


Re-imbursed   from  building   fund 75,000.00 

Taxes   1925  and  prior 6,070.96 

Taxes  1926  and  prior,  subsequent  collection 19,382.74 

Unclaimed  wages    15.31 

Warrants  unpaid,  returned  to  fund 10.96 

Refund  on  bank  draft 1.00 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 3,690.67 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Postage    $  1,685.82 

Miscellaneous     4,097.00 
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Sale  of  finding  lists $      572.23 

Sale  of  duplicates 3.45 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 13,805.37  20,163.87 


$1,724,675.24 


Funds  Jan.  1,  1927: 

Cash  in  hands  of   City   Treasurer 5,105.93 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,000.00 


$1,730,781.17 


Disbursements 

Salaries  main  library    $  578,668.08 

Salaries  branches   520,919.12 

Salaries  deposit  stations    22,893.64 

Delivery  service  automobiles,  etc 5,508.77 

Branches  miscellaneous    67,225.58 

Books    295,260.57 

Binding    96,129.51 

Finding  lists    9,524.81 

Printing    and   stationery 21,575.64 

Periodicals    and    newspapers 18,476.89 

Miscellaneous  expense    11,219.73 

Fuel    9,548.77 

Heating  and  lighting 14,960.05 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 1,945.89 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 955.96 

Janitors   expense    2,215.98 

Furniture  and  fixtures 14,053.39 

Insurance    4,519.37 

Freight  and  expressage 460.56 

Postage    7,395.79 

Books  lost  and  paid   for — refunds 1,845.87 

Repairs,   alterations   and   improvements 17,131.56 

Interest  on  1926  tax  warrants 4,899.37 


$1,727,334.90 


Funds  Dec.  31,  1927: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $       2,446.27 

Cash  in  bank  and  in  hands  of    Secre- 
tary  (petty  cash)    1,000.00 


$1,730,781.17 
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Building  Fund 

Receipts 

Sale  1926  tax  warrants $  55,00000 

Taxes  1926  $376,413.42 

Gain  in  extension  taxes  1926 15.58  $376,429.00 


Less  :     Costs  and  losses  : 

Costs 3,652.98 

Losses    33,285.32      36,938.30 


339,490.70 
Less  :  tax  warrants  1926  redeemed 130,000.00    209,490.70 


Taxes  1926  subsequent  collection 3,874.16 

Interest  on  funds  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,460.79 

Miscellaeous  receipts   9.10 


269,834.75 
Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer  Jan.  1,  1927 2,244.40 


$272,079.15 


Disbursements 

Toman  Branch    $  84,532.26 

Austin    Branch    5.10 

Pullman  Branch   52,139.40 

Interest  on  1926  tax  warrants 735.34 


137,412.10 
Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer  Dec.  31,  1927  134,667.05  $272,079.15 


Public  Library  Funds 
Dec.  31,   1927 

Maintenance  and  Operation  Fund : 
Anticipation  tax  warrants   1927 

outstanding     $110,000.00 

Less  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer....       2,446.27 

Net   outstanding   charge    against    taxes    of 

1927  collectible  during  year   1928 $107,553.73 

Building  Fund : 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $134,667.05 
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MISCELLANEOUS    FUNDS 

Rental  Collection : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $    2,685.41 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 15,666.52 

$  18,351.93 

Books   purchased    $  1 1,819.06 

Balance  Dec.  31,    1927 6,532.87      18,351.93 

Security  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.   1,  1927 $    2,740.15 

Deposit  for  cards  and  books 7,309.99 

$  10,050.14 

Deposits   refunded    $    7,292.33 

Balance   Dec.  31,   1927 2,757.81       10,050.14 

High  School  Libraries : 

Board  of   Education   for  salaries $  81,352.50 

Interest  on  bank  balances 8.26 

$  81,360.76 

Expended    on   account    of    salaries $81,352.50 

Balance   Dec.  31,    1927 8.26      81,360.76 

Slide  Collection : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $         60.76 

Fees  for  loan  and  sale  of  stereopticon  slides 855.22 

$       915.98 

Slides    and    supplies    purchased $       758.92 

Balance   Dec.  31,   1927 157.06  915.98 

Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $         42.50 

Adjustment  of  fire  loss 54.05 

$         96.55 
Books    purchased    $         96.55 

Jessie  Woodford  Lyman  Fund : 

For  A.  L.  A.  Conference $       100.00 

Expended  account  A.  L.  A.  Conference. .  .$         80.00 

Balance    Dec.    31,    1927 20.00  100.00 
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Latvian  Book  Fund : 

For  purchase  of  books $         60.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 $         60.00 

Special  Deposits : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $       100.00 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 $       100.00 

Branch  Building  Preliminary  Expense  Fund : 

Balance  Jan.   1,  1927 $     1,599.15 

Expended    $       392.88 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 1,206.27  $     1,599.15 

Fines : 

Fines  for  retention  of  books $  94,362.52 

Paid  to  Public  Library  Employes  Pension 
Fund  in  accordance  with  law  and 
action  of  Board   of   Directors $94,362.52 

Secretary's  Petty  Cash : 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $  .32 

Reimbursed   from  library   fund 13,324.16 

$  13,324.48 
Miscellaneous     expense     as     per     vouchers 

audited     $  13,324.06 

Balance   Dec.   31,   1927 .42  $  13,324.48 


Trust  Funds 

Receipts  and  Disbursements 
Kelly  Branch  Fund  : 

Balance   Jan.    1,    1927 $  4.33 

Income    from    investments 11,592.86 

$  11,597.19 

Salaries  Kelly  Branch  Library $  11,593.14 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 4.05       11,597.19 

Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance   Jan.    1.    1927 $         34.21 

Income    from    investments 437.64 

$       471.85 

Books    purchased    $       450.79 

Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 21.06  471.85 
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Beecher  Fund  Income: 

Balance   Jan.    1,    1927 $         23.46 

Income    from    investments 90.25 

$        113.71 

Books    purchased    $         39.32 

Balance   Dec.   31,   1927 74.39  113.71 

Jackson  Fund  Income: 

Balance  Jan.  1,  1927 $         94.63 

Income    from    investments 52.85 

$       147.48 
Balance  Dec.  31,   1927 $       147.48 

Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
Trust  Funds : 

Hiram    Kelly    bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.    H.    Ryder    bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome   Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.    W.    Jackson   bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram    Kelly    increment    65,000.00  $278,000.00 

Investments : 

Bonds  Jan.   1,   1927 $277,733.26 

Less  bonds  matured 18,000.00 

$259,733.26 
Bonds   purchased    17,838.93 

Bonds     Dec.     31,      1927      (par     value 

$282,650.00)     $277,572.19 

Cash  uninvested    427.81  $278,000.00 


Summary  of  Balances 

Incidental    fund     $     1,000.00 

Less    incidental    fund    not    reimbursed    by 

City  Treasurer    999.58  $  .42 

Security    deposits     2,757.81 

Special   deposits    100.00 

Rental    collection    6,532.87 

High     school    libraries 8.26 

Slide  collection    157.06 
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Branch  building  preliminary  expense  fund $  1,206.27 

Jessie  Woodford  Lyman  fund 20.00 

Latvian    book    fund 60.00 

Kelly   Branch   fund 4.05 

Ryder    fund    income 21.06 

Beecher    fund    income 74.39 

Jackson   fund    income 147.48 

Trust   fund   balance 427.81 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  library  books  December 

31,    1927    $  11,517.48 

LIST   OF   SECURITIES 

NO.  OF                                                                                            MATU-DE'NOMI-  PAR 

BONDS                                                                             RATE      RITY   NATION  VALUE 

1  Lincoln   Park   Commissioners....   5%       1931     $1,000    $  1,000.00 

2  Lincoln    Park   Commissioners....  4%       1931       1,000  2,000.00 

IS  City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%       1928       1,000  15,000.00 

15  City  of  Chicago,  City  Hall 4%       1929       1,000  15,000.00 

1  City  of  Chicago  Ashland  Avenue 

Improvement     4%       1929       1,000  1,000.00 

7  City  of  Chicago  So.  Water  Street 

Improvement     4%       1941       1,000  7,000.00 

1   Citv    of    Chicago   Police    Depart- 

"ment    Building    4%       1930         500  500.00 

1  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago....  4%       1928       1,000  1,000.00 

15  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago....   4%       1930       1,000  15,000.00 
10  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago....  4%       1932       1,000  10,000.00 

1  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago....  4%       1934       1,000  1,000.00 
12  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago....  4%       1935       1,000  12,000.00 

5  Sanitary   District  of  Chicago....  4%       1937       1,000  5,000.00 

5  Sanitary  District  of   Chicago....  4%       1943       1,000  5,000.00 

7  East  St.  Louis  Park  District....  4>^%  1931       1,000  7,000.00 

4  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1930       1,000  4,000.00 

10  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1931       1,000  10,000.00 

16  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1935       1,000  16,000.00 

8  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1936       1,000  8,000.00 

2  South  Park  Commissioners 4%       1941       1,000  2,000.00 

1  West    Park    Commissioners 4%       1928       1,000  1,000.00 

2  West    Park   Commissioners 4%       1930      1,000  2,000.00 

1  Cook  Countv  Forest   Preserve...  4%       1938       1,000  1,000.00 

5  Rockford,  111.,   School  Building..   5%       1934       1,000  5,000.00 
5  Rockford,  111.,  School  Building..   5%       1935       1,000  5,000.00 
5  Livingston    County,    111.,    Consoli- 
dated School  District  No.  185  5%      1938      1,000  5,000.00 

2  Livingston    County,    111.,    Consoli- 

dated School  District  No.  185  5%       1941       1,000  2,000.00 
1  Putnam    County,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%       1933       1,000  1,000.00 
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2  Putnam    County,    III.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%  1934 
1  Putnam    County,    111.,     Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%  1935 

3  Putnam    County,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%  1939 
3  Putnam    County,    111.,    Township 

High  School  District  No.  537  5%  1940 

7  Ford    County,    111.,    School    Dis- 

trict No.   103   4H%  1929 

1  Ford    County,    111.,     School    Dis- 

trict  No.    103 43/^%  1930 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District  No.  90    5%  1929 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District  No.  90    5%  1930 

5  Pontiac    Township    High    School 

District   No.   90 5%  1931 

5  Pekin,   111.,   School  District 4i^%  1932 

5  Stephenson     County,     111.,  School 

District  No.   145 4i/4%  1937 

2  City  of  Sterling,  111 Ay.%  1934 

1  Lake   County,    111 5%  1937 

1  Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4%  1949 

5  East     Side     Levee     &     Drainage 

District     5%  1938 

1  Waukegan   Park  District 5%  1931 

5  State    of    Illinois    Soldiers    Com- 
pensation      414%  1933 

8  State  of  Illinois   State  Highways  4%  1945 
5  State  of  Illinois   State  Highways  4%  1936 

1  Federal    Land    Bank 4^%  1953 

8  Federal  Land  Bank 4^^%  1953 

8  U.  S.  3rd  Liberty  Loan Ay^%  1928 

1  U.  S.  3rd  Liberty  Loan 4^4%  1928 

1  U.  S.  3rd  Liberty  Loan Ay^%  1928 

17  U.  S.  4th  Liberty  Loan Ay^%  1938 

3  U.  S.  4th  Liberty  Loan ^y^%  1938 
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Chicago,  February  10th,  1928. 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 
The  Chicago  Public  Library, 

Chicago. 
Gentlemen:    We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  for  the  year  ended  Decem- 
ber 31,  1927,  and  find  same  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to 
examine  the  Library  Account  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and 
we  found  that  the  receipts  of  interest,  taxes,  etc.,  entered 
therein  agreed  with  receipts  of  the  Library  books. 

In  the  presence  of  the  Secretary  and  two  of  the  Direc- 
tors, we  examined  the  securities    representing    the    various 
investments,  all  of  which  were  produced  for  our  inspection. 
We  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements,  comparing 
them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities ;  and 

We  Hereby  Certify  that  same  are  correct  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  said  books  and  records. 
Yours  very  truly, 

United  States  Audit  Co. 

Whitney  B.  Flershem, 
Certified  Public  Accountant. 


BOOKS 

Number  of  books  in  Library  Jan.  1,  1927. . .  1,454,232 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year.  .231,137 
Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year....  6,709 
Number  of  books  found  and  money  refunded  1,451 
Number    of     books    received     from     other 

sources     10,763 

Number  of  books  added  the  past  year 250,060 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year..  83,725 
Number    of    books    withdrawn    (duplicates, 

etc.)     3,698 

Number  of  books  dehnquent,  1926 5,417 

Number   of   books   missing,    1926 28,698 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 12,112 


Number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year..  133,650 

Total  net  additions  the  past   year 


116,410 
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Total    number    of    books    in    library    Jan. 

1.    1928    1,570.642 

Respectfully  submitted, 
'  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois    ) 
County  of  Cook  \ 

I,  H,  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the 
foregoing  statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  behef. 

H.  G,  Wilson,  Secretary. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  tliis  10th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.,  1928. 

Walter  B.  Flintrup, 

Notary  Public. 


Report  of  the  Librarian 

To  THE  President  and  Board  of  Directors, 

The  Chicago  Public  Library. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  fifty- 
sixth  annual  report  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Library,  cover- 
ing the  year  from  January  1  to  December  31,  1927. 

Home  Circulation 

Agencies  Volumes 

1926    1927         1926       1927 

Central    Library    1  1  1,296,697  1,390,675 

Branches   and   sub-branches...  43  47  6,477,254  7,326,074 

High   Schools— Senior    10  13  785,474  998,408 

High   Schools— Junior    8  10  164,333  248,217 

Deposit    Stations    80  71  1,165,743  1,153,098 

Business    House  Libraries....  88  90  231,337  242,992 

Special    Deposits     106  109  149,749  147,913 

School    Deposits    ( Schools  : 

1926:  396;   1927:  392)... 3,080  3,162  1,340,520  1,309,430 


Total    3,416      3,503            11,611,107  12,816,807 

Daily    Average    Circulation 38,069  42,022 

Analysis  of  Central  Library  Circulation 

1926  1927 

Circulation  Department :  volumes  lent 1,102,849  1,196,007 

Reference  Department    (including   Study  Room)  : 

volumes   lent    70,258  11  fil'^ 

Civics  and  Documents  Department   (special  loans)           218  221 

Public  documents    5,206  4,825 

Package    libraries    3,093  2,825 

Thomas  Hughes   Room:  volumes   lent 93,625  101,097 

Pictures   lent    74,700  74,305 

Stereoscope   sets   lent    762  907 

Arts  and  Crafts  Room   (special  loans) 217  381 

Pictures   lent    8,866  11,051 

Music   Room :   bound  volumes  lent 12,957  15,118 

Sheet   music    lent 32,980  36,916 

Books   for  the  Blind   lent ■id:]'^^  23,494 

Lantern    slides    lent 78,912  151.173 
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Registered  Card  Holders. 

1926  1927 

Central  and   Branches,  three-year  registration 344,371  372,839 

Local  Registration : 

Deposit    Stations    33,689  34,931 

Business    House    Libraries 24,371  23,115 

Special    Deposits    18,461  21,034 

School  Room  Deposits 138,600  142,290 


559,492  594,209 
Included  in  above: 

Music    cards    6,603  7,015 

Borrowers  of  books  for  blind 663  836 

Not  included  in  above : 

Junior  High  Schools  served  by  Public  Library..         10  *16,154 

Senior  High  Schools  served  by  Public  Library..          13  *41,873 

Reference  Department 

Room  Use  of  Books 

Volumes 
Readers  Consulted 

1926      1927       1926  1927 

Reference   Room    205,922    218,306        462,085  549,274 

Study   Room    71,360      75,597          40,870  41,820 

Art   Room    12,695      13,694         26,267  32,591 

Patents  Room   24,388      26,138        117,319  123,061 

Current   periodicals    219,452    238,816        107,434  153,794 

Newspaper  Room   527,775     541,954  

Bound  files 13,253  13,843 

Civics    Department    109,516     1 15,539  

Public   Documents    49,655  50,530 

Directories    100,991  95,816 

Other    books    33,648  26,254 

Pamphlets,  clippings  (in  packages  by  subjects)  . .  20,272  18,863 

Current   periodicals    93,837  85,440 

Maps    5,272  5,693 

Telephone    calls    4,579  5,213 

Branch  Reference  Service : 

Volumes  despatched  to  Branches 95,838  102,457 


*Number  of  pupils. 
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The  statistics  of  home  circulation  from  all  agencies  show 
that  1.205,700  more  volumes  were  withdrawn  for  home 
reading  than  in  1926,  an  increase  of  10.4%.  An  increase 
in  the  number  of  book  lending  centers  accounts  for  some  of 
the  increase  in  circulation,  perhaps  for  two  of  the  ten  per 
cent ;  but  the  remainder  is  due  to  normal  growth  in  a  normal 
year  wihout  extraordinary  happenings  of  any  sort.  In  March 
and  in  October,  November  and  December  the  number  of 
volumes  issued  exceeded  a  million  a  month,  exclusive  of  the 
school  deposits,  the  figures  from  which  are  reported  only 
once  a  year.  A  monthly  average  of  a  million  from  the  341 
agencies  (not  counting  the  school  rooms)  now  in  operation 
will  probably  be  maintained  during  the  coming  year.  With 
the  school  statistics  included,  the  monthly  average  for  the 
year  1927  was  1,068,066. 

In  the  Central  Library  books  are  issued  to  borrowers 
from  a  number  of  points  besides  the  Circulation  Depart- 
ment, as  shown  in  the  analysis  of  central  circulation  pre- 
ceding these  paragraphs.  The  principal  gain  over  last  year's 
figures,  however,  was  in  the  Circulation  Department  itself, 
which  issued  seven  per  cent  more  books  to  borrowers  than 
last  year.  About  half  of  all  books  issued  were  selected  by 
the  patrons  themselves  from  the  Open  Shelf  collection  and 
half  from  the  closed  stacks  on  requisitions.  This  propor- 
tion is  remarkable  since  the  capacity  of  the  entire  Open 
Shelf  section  is  barely  30,000  volumes  as  against  more  than 
ten  times  that  number  in  the  closed  stacks.  It  is  safe  to  say 
that  the  expansion  of  the  Open  Shelves  to  twice  or  three 
times  their  present  capacity  would  reduce  the  number  of 
books  issued  from  the  stacks  by  a  very  large  portion.  A 
well  organized  open  access  collection  of  50,000  to  lOOsOOO 
volumes  would  doubtless  prove  equal  to  the  demands  of 
eighty  per  cent  or  more  of  our  patrons  who  would  thus  serve 
themselves  to  better  satisfaction  and  at  much  lower  cost  in 
time  and  effort  than  the  service  by  requisitions  upon  the 
closed  stacks  entails.  To  be  enabled  io  provide  the  space 
for  this  desirable  expansion  by  means  of  an  addition  to  the 
present  building  has  been  our  hope  and  ambition  for  many 
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years.  The  project  recently  announced  of  replacing  the 
whole  Library  building  by  a  modern  and  much  larger  struc- 
ture will  again  postpone  these  very  necessary  provisions  for 
the  present  but  will,  we  hope,  ultimately  solve  our  problems 
of  better  and  larger  accommodations  in  a  complete  and  satis- 
factory fashion. 

A  keen  and  thorough  analysis  of  the  activities  of  the 
branches  is  presented  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  that 
division.  The  increase  in  circulation  was  848,820  or  thirteen 
per  cent.  About  one  quarter  of  this  increase  is  due  to  new 
installations  added  during  the  year.  Two  new  branches, 
Chatham,  opened  in  August,  and  Ravenswood,  opened  in 
September,  both  in  rented  quarters,  extended  library'  service 
to  localities  heretofore  unsupplied.  The  opening  of  the  hand- 
some new  Toman  Branch  building  in  June  afforded  greatly 
enlarged  and  improved  facilities  in  a  community  hitherto 
meagerly  served  from  a  single  basement  room  in  Shedd 
Park  iield  house.  The  circulation  promptly  leaped  upward 
by  more  than  sixty  per  cent. 

Six  branches  show  a  slight  loss  in  circulation  due  in  most 
instances  to  the  effects  of  the  migrations  and  changes  in  the 
character  of  localities  constantly  in  progress  in  metropolitan 
populations.  One  branch,  Jewish  People's  Institute,  was 
discontinued  in  September,  when  that  great  and  active  or- 
ganization removed  to  a  splendid  new  building  completely 
occupied  by  its  own  manifold  activities. 

Five  so-called  sub-branches  were  added  to  the  Branch 
Department  organization.  Of  these,  two  were  former  special 
deposits,  one  a  deposit  station  and  one  the  hospital  library 
at  Cook  County  Hospital.  They  have  been  attached 
in  each  case  to  a  neighboring  branch  as  a  subsidiary  agency 
for  the  administration  of  which  the  branch  is  responsible, 
assigning  assistants  from  its  own  staff  for  the  operation  of 
its  sub-branch  and  drawing  upon  its  own  resources  to  sup- 
plement those  of  the  latter.  The  result  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved service,  much  closer  contact  with  the  system  as  a 
whole,  and  better  and  more  competent  direction.     The  for- 
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mer  deposit  station,  installed  in  a  store  and  conducted  on  a 
fee  basis,  has  found  new  and  rent-free  quarters  in  a  hos- 
pitable club  house.  The  special  deposits,  operated  by  well- 
meaning  but  inexperienced  persons  drafted  by  the  agency 
or  institution  to  which  the  deposit  of  library  books  was  de- 
livered, now  have  the  benefit  of  trained  assistance  and  the 
consciousness  of  intimate  affiliation  with  the  branch  library 
that  has  taken  them  over.  The  County  Hospital  library 
service  is  competently  and  enthusiastically  administered  by 
librarians  from  a  large  and  resourceful  branch  a  few  blocks 
away.  The  fifth  sub-branch  was  opened  in  a  public  school 
building  during  the  summer  to  give  service  to  a  new  locality. 
Two  others  (one  since  discontinued)  were  in  operation  be- 
fore the  current  year.  On  the  basis  of  the  favorable  results 
obtained  from  these  experimental  installations  it  is  our  inten- 
tion to  convert  many  more,  if  not  all,  of  the  present  sub- 
sidiary agencies  classed  as  deposit  stations  (i.e.  conducted 
by  storekeepers  for  a  fee)  and  special  deposits  (conducted 
by  institutions,  settlements,  etc.,  without  fee)  into  sub- 
branches  as  rapidly  as  practical.  The  branch  librarians  thus 
far  enlisted  in  this  added  duty  have  responded  with  enthusi- 
asm ;  the  deposits  themselves  already  show  the  result  of  the 
personal  interest  with  which  they  have  l^een  invested,  and 
the  expenditures  entailed  l^y  the  unsatisfactory  fee  system, 
while  relatively  small,  will  be  much  more  usefully  applied 
to  the  salaries  of  additional  branch  assistants  required  for 
sub-branch  extension. 

Three  new  senior  high  school  libraries  and  two  new 
junior  high  school  libraries  were  added  during  the  year 
under  the  arrangement  with  the  School  Board  by  which 
salaries  are  paid  by  the  latter  while  the  Public  Library  pro- 
vides books,  periodicals  and  supplies,  and  supervises  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  libraries.  These  indispensable  units  in 
modern  high  school  organization  are  rendering  satisfactory 
service  and  continue  to  merit  the  esteem  and  approval  of 
their  specialized  constituencies. 

The  Branch  Department  has  been  reenforced  by  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  division  for  work  with  children 
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with  Miss  Agatha  L.  Shea  as  director.  Miss  Shea  was 
appointed  as  the  result  of  a  civil  service  examination  which 
her  training  and  long  experience  in  children's  work  in  our 
system  enabled  her  to  pass  successfully.  In  addition  to  her 
general  functions  of  supervision.  Miss  Shea  has  undertaken 
the  recruitment  of  a  group  of  promising  young  assistants 
whose  interests  and  capacities  tend  to  fit  them  for  work  in 
this  field,  and  in  cooperation  with  the  Director  of  Training, 
to  help  them  to  prepare  for  such  work. 

Story  hours  in  the  parks  were  conducted  during  the 
vacation  months  as  in  former  years,  a  total  of  134  of  such 
assemblies  being  held  in  eight  parks  during  July  and  August 
with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  seven  thousand  children 
besides  nearly  five  hundred  adults.  While  story  hours  away 
from  the  library  undeniably  lose  much  of  their  purpose  and 
effect,  yet  these  open  air  exercises  have  a  certain  value 
both  from  the  point  of  view  of  recreation  and  of  making 
publicity  contacts  for  the  institution  as  a  whole  and  for  the 
neighboring  branch  library. 

The  promotion  of  boys'  and  girls'  clubs  in  various 
branches  has  been  stimulated  by  Miss  Shea  during  the  year. 
There  are  now  forty-seven  of  these  useful  organizations 
meeting  at  regular  intervals  under  the  direction  of  the  branch 
children's  librarians.  They  are  engaged  in  various  cognate 
work  comprising  book  discussion,  play  production,  debating 
and  the  study  of  current  events. 

A  complete  analysis  of  book  stocks  and  circulation  in 
the  branches  will  be  found  in  the  statistical  tables  appended 
to  this  report. 

The  regional  functions  of  the  Henry  E.  Legler  Regional 
Branch  continue  to  expand  both  in  effectiveness  and  in  num- 
ber. Service  in  aid  of  local  resources  was  extended  to  thirty- 
seven  branch  libraries,  eight  senior  high  school  libraries  and 
five  junior  high  school  libraries  besides  a  number  of  minor 
agencies.  The  geographical  boundaries  of  its  own  "region" 
were  frequently  overstepped  in  rendering  such  aid ;  even 
the  Central  Library,  on  not  a  few  occasions,  was  glad  to 
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avail  itself  of  the  well-stocked  collections  of  the  Regional 
Branch  to  supply  urgently  needed  material.  The  number  of 
volumes  employed  in  this  service  was  27,563. 

Local  use  of  Legler  Branch  has  meanwhile  increased 
from  a  circulation  of  461,752  volumes  in  1926  to  524.118 
in  1927.  Room  use,  especially  by  adults,  is  increasing  in 
like  proportions.  A  rearrangement  of  space,  with  removal 
of  some  of  its  activities  to  the  second  floor,  hitherto  held  in 
reserve,  will  doubtless  become  necessary  in  the  near  future. 
The  following  paragraphs  from  Miss  Field's  annual  report 
give  a  vivid  picture  of  the  manifold  and  varied  activities 
of  this  fine  and  well  managed  institution : 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  training  the  staiif 
and  to  perfecting  the  service  at  Legler  Branch  this  past 
year.  The  Branch  has  established  itself  on  the  West 
Side,  and  little  efifort  has  been  made  to  advertise,  except 
where  it  was  felt  that  certain  phases  of  the  work  might 
be  emphasized.  It  was  known  that  many  of  Legler's 
patrons  would  be  attracted  to  the  new  Toman  Branch, 
since  our  survey  had  shown  that  many  borrowers  came 
from  as  far  south  as  Toman,  and  while  we  did  lose  them, 
still  we  showed  a  remarkable  gain  in  home  circulation. 
This  gain  of  62,366  is  the  largest  the  branch  has  ever 
had,  and  the  total  use  of  524,118  puts  the  branch  in  a  class 
by  itself.  The  book  collection  numbers  55,068,  which 
means  that  there  is  a  heavy  turn-over  of  stock.  .  .  . 

Thirty-two  thousand  two  hundred  seventy-three  refer- 
ence questions  were  answered  during  the  year  in  this  branch 
alone,  and  2,013  questions  from  the  local  branches.  Many 
of  these  questions  were  technical  in  nature,  since  they 
reflect  the  interest  of  the  community.  .  .  .  The  work  in 
the  reference  room  has  increased  so  that  it  has  become 
necessary  to  add  another  assistant  to  the  reference  room 
staff.  Classes  in  the  various  high  schools  on  the  West 
Side  are  instructed  to  use  the  Legler  Library  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  Main  Library,  because  of  its  accessibility  and 
splendid  collection  of  books.  Many  reference  calls  come 
over  the  telephone.  The  bound  reference  magazines  are 
being  added  to  the  collection,  and  are  much  used.  They 
are  circulated  as  reference  material  to  the  local  branches. 

A  trained  children's  librarian.  Miss  Helen  C.  Bough, 
has  been  added  to  the  stafif.     She  has  brought  a  wide  and 
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specialized  knowledge  of  the  work,  and  has  given  much  in 
the  short  time  that  she  has  heen  here.  Thirty-five  classes 
from  the  Tilton  and  Delano  schools  received  four  lectures 
each  on  the  use  of  the  lihrary.  Credit  was  given  hy  the 
teachers  to  the  pupils  for  this  work,  and  the  hour  of  in- 
struction was  given  at  the  library  during  school  time. 
The  principal  of  one  of  the  schools  attended  all  four  lec- 
tures with  one  of  his  classes.  ...  In  the  spring  an  ex- 
hibit of  books  on  handicraft  was  installed  in  the  Garfield 
Park  refectory  to  connect  with  the  display  of  work  done 
in  the  playgrounds  of  the  West  Parks.  Boy's  Week  in 
May  was  observed  by  a  suitable  display  of  books  and 
material  in  the  Children's  Room,  and  by  a  window  dis- 
play in  a  local  store  on  Madison  Street.  Book  Week 
was  also  celebrated  in  a  fitting  manner,  and  attracted  many 
visitors.  The  Boy  Scouts  cooperated  with  the  library, 
by  having  a  troop  assigned  to  Legler  Branch  during  the 
week,  and  by  putting  on  an  exhibit  of  their  work.  .  .  . 
Observation  covering  the  seven  years'  service  at  Legler 
has  convinced  us  that  there  is  great  need  for  some  work 
to  be  done  with  the  intermediate  group  of  young  people 
who  are  too  young  for  the  unrestricted  use  of  the  adult 
collection  and  too  old  for  the  juvenile.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  work,  which  has  been  done  in  a  small  and  experi- 
mental way  by  Legler  Branch  through  its  collection  of 
selected  adult  books  in  the  juvenile  room,  might  take  on 
a  more  dignified  and  specialized  air.  .  .  .  The  missing 
list  includes  most  of  the  books  used  (wrongfully)  by  this 
group  which  is  the  most  difiicult  to  handle  in  the  matter 
of  discipline.  Legler  would  like  to  try  what  can  be  done 
to  reach  these  boys  and  girls,  both  those  in  school  and 
those  who  are  working.  We  feel  that  we  could  meet  this 
opportunity  and  do  something  worth  while. 

The  foreign  collection,  which  now  represents  21  dif- 
ferent language  groups,  has  been  kept  active  by  means 
of  the  addition  of  many  new  titles,  and  by  means  of  at- 
tractive posters  advertising  the  books  and  magazines.  A 
window  display  of  foreign  books  brought  many  new  bor- 
rowers. Fifteen  articles  appeared  in  the  various  foreign 
newspapers,  and  attracted  many  new  borrowers  to  the 
library,  some  coming  from  a  great  distance.  This  work 
v/ill  be  carried  on  this  next  year. 

Exhibits  of  the  Reading  with  a  Purpose  courses  have 
been  held  in  the  Sears  Roebuck  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  the 
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club  rooms  of  the  Washington  Boulevard  Temple,  and  a 
window  display  on  a  busy  street  advertised  the  courses 
to  the  passers-by.  Several  articles  appeared  in  the  local 
papers  and  talks  were  given  to  local  clubs,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence a  group  of  about  fifteen  women  have  undertaken 
to  study  one  of  the  courses  under  the  direction  of  the 
Branch  Librarian.  The  group  meets  once  a  month  in 
the  library  to  discuss  the  books  they  have  read.  Eight 
meetings  of  this  group  have  been  held.  .  .  . 

Weekly  articles  about  the  branch  and  its  activities 
appeared  in  the  Garfieldian  and  the  West  Town  News. 
These  articles  have  attracted  much  attention  and  during 
Book  Week  the  Garfieldian  gave  the  Branch  a  whole 
page  for  book  reviews  by  the  children. 

Twenty-five  hundred  books  on  holiday  material  were 
shelf -listed  and  cataloged,  and  added  to  the  Reserve  col- 
lection, which  is  drawn  upon  l)y  all  the  branches.  Twenty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  sixty-three  books,  352  pic- 
tures, and  213  pamphlets  were  loaned  to  the  branches  in 
the  district  through  the  regional  service.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  number  of  branches  served  by  the  Regional,  41 
other  branches  and  departments  called  upon  Legler  for 
book  service.  The  work  has  grown  so  much  that  some 
method  of  handling  the  detail  must  be  worked  out.  .  .  . 
The  Regional  extended  its  service  further  by  taking  over 
the  Gad's  Hill  Deposit  Station  as  a  sub-branch  in  October, 
and  by  taking  over  the  supervision  of  the  Grand  Avenue 
traveling  library.  The  Gad's  Hill  Center  sub-branch  is  still 
in  the  process  of  evolution  and  promises,  with  the  addition 
of  its  new  shelving  and  a  new  and  larger  collection  of 
books,  to  be  an  active,  helpful  agency  in  its  community, 
although  its  use  would  indicate  that  a  branch  could  fur- 
ther the  service  to  the  people.  The  work  at  Grand  Ave- 
nue traveling  library  has  been  very  satisfactory,  since 
it  furnishes  a  direct  contact  with  the  library  to  the  people 
using  the  station.  Special  requests  and  reference  ques- 
tions are  mailed  to  Legler  or  are  taken  care  of  at  the 
time  of  the  weekly  visit  of  the  assistant  who  has  the  work 
in  charge.  One  afternoon  a  week  is  given  to  the  work. 
In  the  three  months  of  administration  by  Legler  52  refer- 
ence questions  have  been  answered,  and  the  collection  of 
books  has  been  freshened  up,  and  visits  have  been  made 
to  2  schools,  12  class-rooms,  and  to  factories  in  the  neigh- 
borhood.    It  is  thought  that  the  next  year  will  see  much 
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improvement  in  the  service.  The  home  use  of  books  from 
Grand  Avenue  has  doubled  in  the  three  months.  The 
work  with  other  deposit  stations  will  be  taken  on  this  year, 
as  rapidly  as  the  staff  at  Legler  can  take  on  the  added 
responsibility.  .  .  . 

The  first  of  the  branch  buildings  to  be  erected  under  the 
new  building  fund  rate  was  Toman  Branch,  well  situated 
with  reference  to  its  community  and  to  traffic  lines  at 
West  27th  Street  and  South  Crawford  Avenue.  This  mod- 
est but  attractive  little  one-story  building,  with  its  very 
simple  interior  plan,  has  an  ultimate  book  capacity'  of  twelve 
thousand  volumes  and  was  stocked  with  an  initial  collection 
of  eight  thousand  volumes.  Dedication  exercises  were  held  on 
June  15th  and  library  service  began  on  the  following  Mon- 
day, June  20th.  Shedd  Park  Branch,  which  formerly  served 
the  same  neighborhood  from  inadequate  though  free  quar- 
ters in  the  park  field  house,  was  closed  at  the  same  time  and 
was  absorbed  into  the  new  branch,  with  the  inevitable  re- 
sult that  the  circulation  of  books  immediately  began  to 
increase,  and,  while  Shedd  Park  Branch  for  years  held 
eighth  or  ninth  place  in  the  circulation  tables,  Toman 
Branch,  with  a  smaller  initial  book  stock,  has  already 
reached  third  place  within  its  first  six  months. 

Building  operations  for  the  second  branch,  in  the  Pull- 
man-Roseland  district,  were  begun  in  August,  with  April, 
1928,  set  for  the  time  of  completion.  The  planning  of  this 
branch  involved  some  interesting  studies  arising  out  of  its 
setting  and  the  dimensions  of  its  site — acquired  by  gift  from 
the  Pullman  Trustees.  The  building  will  have  an  indicated 
book  capacity  of  24,000  volumes  together  with  some  other 
features  that  the  extensive  area  and  diversified  population 
of  its  far-flung  territory  seemed  to  require. 

The  location  of  these  two  branch  buildings  conforms 
to  the  program  submitted  to  the  Board  more  than  two  years 
ago  in  which  five  locations  were  recommended  for  first 
consideration  and  five  others  to  follow.  The  acquisition  of 
a  site  in  Holden  Park.  Austin,  and  the  prospective  acquisi- 
tion of  another  in  the  seventh  ward,  both  by  lease  from  the 
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City^  also  coincide  with  those  recommendations.  The  sup- 
plemental suggestion  is  now  made  that  the  Board,  while 
adhering  to  its  program,  may  find  it  both  practical  and  ex- 
pedient to  extend  its  operations  in  the  near  future,  perhaps 
during  the  coming  year,  to  the  very  humble  quarters  of  the 
city  which  lie  on  the  near  north,  south  and  west  sides, 
thickly  settled  by  foreign  peoples  of  the  less  prosperous 
sort  whose  difficult  but  colorful  life  presents  many  civic  and 
social  problems.  These  districts  will  eventually  be  sub- 
merged and  their  populations  forced  out  by  the  steady  ex- 
pansion of  the  commercial  areas  surrounding  the  Loop.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  unwise  and  unnecessary  to  build  sub- 
stantial structures  of  the  usual  type  and  cost.  But  mean- 
while the  present  opportunities  for  fruitful  library  service 
to  these  dwellers  on  the  fringe  of  progress  are  constantly 
forcing  themselves  upon  our  attention.  Rented  premises 
are  unprocurable  since  the  old  and  neglected  buildings  in  such 
neighborhoods  are  without  modern  heating,  lighting  or  sani- 
tation, are  usually  far  from  fireproof  and  often  scarcely 
habitable.  Three  or  four  plain  one-story  store  buildings  of 
ample  capacity  and  easily  convertible  to  commercial  purposes 
in  due  time,  judiciously  located  on  relatively  inexpensive 
sites,  and  costing  perhaps  $25,000  each,  would  provide  ample 
facilities  for  library  extension  under  proper  conditions  in 
places  where  it  is  bitterly  needed  and  where  a  real  civic  serv- 
ice could  be  rendered.  Such  an  expenditure  would  not  unduly 
delay  the  main  program  and  would  constitute  a  significant 
contribution  to  social  welfare  that  the  Library  should  be 
ready  to  make. 

In  the  matter  of  the  planning  of  branch  library  build- 
ings, which  will  continue  to  occupy  much  of  our  attention 
for  a  numl)er  of  years  to  come,  it  is  safe  to  say,  upon  the 
the  basis  of  our  experience  thus  far.  that  it  will  be  entirely 
practical  and  eminently  prudent  to  adhere  to  an  architectural 
policy  embodying  all  possil^le  simplicity  and  economy  com- 
mensurate with  due  provision  for  an  adequate  stock  of 
books  and  complete  library  service.  Costly  facades,  wide 
surrounding  grounds,  and  complicated  interiors  have  been 
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found  to  be  unnecessarily  pretentious  in  appearance  as  well 
as  undul}'  expensive  in  upkeep.  The  tendency  in  modern 
branch  architecture  is  clearly  toward  small,  compact  build- 
ings, closely  adjacent  to  the  public  thoroughfare,  with  wide 
and  inviting  portals  opening  directly  into  the  library  itself. 
The  interior  is  frequently  treated  as  one  room,  with  only 
such  indispensable  structural  partitions  as  the  provision  of 
quiet  study  rooms  and  work  rooms  makes  necessary.  A 
branch  library  thus  housed,  if  properly  stocked  and  efficiently 
managed,  will  convey  its  message  and  extend  its  influence 
to  the  community  and,  indeed,  far  beyond  the  natural  boun- 
daries of  the  latter,  without  the  factitious  aid  of  architectural 
or  landscape  embellishment.  With  a  plentiful  book  supply 
and  ample  room  for  access  to  it,  a  situation  close  to  the 
local  center,  comfortable  furniture,  plenty  of  light  and  air. 
and  a  competent  staff,  such  a  branch  will  soon  create  and 
hold  its  place  and  its  patronage  in  the  simplest  of  build- 
ings. It  is  significant  that  the  loss  in  circulation  at  Douglas 
Branch,  housed  in  dingy  and  overcrowded  rented  quarters, 
is  directly  traceable  to  the  superior  attractions  of  Toman 
and  Legler  branches  to  which  a  growing  number  of  Douglas 
patrons  are  finding  their  way,  although  these  two  branches 
are  two  miles  distant  in  opposite  directions. 

These  conclusions  are  of  course  subject  to  many  qualifi- 
cations, but  seem  sufficiently  pertinent  to  the  formulation  of 
a  general  policy  to  be  submitted  for  consideration. 

The  activities  of  the  Deposit  Department  extended  to 
270  depositaries  operated  for  all  or  part  of  the  year,  a  net 
decrease  of  four.     They  are  distributed  as  follows : 

Factories   24 

Business    Houses    66 

Stores    45 

Clubs    17 

Churches    21 

Settlements,    Community    Houses 19 

Welfare  Institutions    9 

Hospitals    11 

Summer   Camps    Zl 
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Schools   (continuation,  etc.) 19 

Sub-Branches    3 

Others    4 


270 

Of  this  number  71  are  deposit  stations  operated  for  a 
fee ;  90  are  business-house  libraries  and  109  special  de- 
posits. The  number  actually  in  existence  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  206.  In  the  first  group  ten  were  added  and 
five  were  closed ;  in  the  second  group  six  were  added  and 
four  closed,  and  in  the  third  group,  the  special  deposits, 
forty-eight  were  added  and  fifty  closed.  The  number 
of  these  agencies  is  subject  to  fluctuation  due  to  many  causes, 
especially  in  the  two  non-fee  groups  where  administration 
of  the  book  deposits  is  supplied  by  the  organizations  assum- 
ing custody  thereof.  The  gradual  conversion  of  deposit 
installations  into  sub-branches  will  correspondingly  reduce 
the  number  of  those  cared  for  by  the  Deposit  Department 
whose  task  is  one  of  pioneering  and  experimentation  rather 
than  of  the  maintenance  of  permanent  agencies  and  whose 
activity  is  not  necessarily  reflected  in  statistics  of  the  num- 
ber of  such  installations  actually  in  being  at  a  given  time. 
The  numlier  of  volumes  lent  to  patrons  of  the  above  stations 
was  1,544,003,  a  net  decrease  of  2,826.  The  number  of 
borrowers  registered  on  the  one-year  deposit  card  was  79,- 
080,  an  increase  of  2,559.  The  total  number  of  volumes 
on  deposit  in  all  stations  was  139,384. 

During  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  the  Readers' 
Advisory  Service  was  experimentally  extended  to  several 
of  the  special  deposits  with  considerable  success.  One  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  study  courses  (one  hundred  on  "cul- 
tural" and  twenty-one  on  "vocational"  subjects)  were  sup- 
plied by  the  Readers'  Bureau  on  requests  from  eleven 
depositaries  of  which  eight  were  employee  libraries  in  mer- 
cantile and  industrial  concerns,  two  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  one 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  stations.  Fifty-eight  of  the  courses  were 
specially  prepared  by  the  Readers'  Bureau  and  sixty-three 
were  printed  A.  I^.  A.  courses.  Possiljilities  for  the  exten- 
sion  of   this   service,  especially   among   the   business   house 
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libraries,  are  very  promising  and  will  be  developed  as  far 
as  our  book  resources  will  permit. 

The  supply  of  books  in  foreign  languages  (which  are 
issued  to  all  agencies  through  this  Department)  was  greatly 
augmented,  and  their  distribution  rendered  much  more 
effective  during  the  past  year  than  ever  before,  chiefly  by 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Abram  Korman  who  has  capably  assumed 
direction  of  the  complex  tasks  of  selecting,  cataloging  and 
distributing  books  in  all  foreign  languages  for  the  general 
reader.  A  total  of  24,093  volumes  in  twenty-five  languages 
were  shipped  to  forty-three  branches  and  high  school  li- 
braries. The  following  table  exhibits  the  present  condition 
of  the  stock  of  foreign  books  actually  in  commission  to- 
gether with  statistics  of  circulation.  It  does  not  include 
all  foreign  language  books  in  the  Library  since  a  consider- 
able number  of  old  and  partially  obsolete  works  in  various 
languages  have  been  eliminated  from  circulation  though  still 
shelved  in  the  Central  Library.  The  table  in  the  appendix, 
entitled  Classification  of  Books,  includes  these  older  collec- 
tions and,  therefore,  gives  higher  figures  than  the  list  below : 
Books  ix  Foreign  Languages — 1927 

In  the  Circulation  Department 

CIRCULATION 
Language  Volumes  Main  Branches 

Arabian    64  209 

Armenian   72  440  29 

Croatian   655  4  1,662 

Czechoslovakian    7,335  4,581  31,312 

Danish-Norwegian    7.323  4,053  14,378 

Dutch    355  m  69 

Finnish    25  19  .... 

French    7,950  11,540  5,112 

German    15,657  38,085  37,890 

Greek    522  16  391 

Hebrew    768  824  1,354 

Hungarian   1,942  4,598  1,790 

Italian     1,770  2,097  3,797 

Latvian    1,115  202  15 

Lithuanian    1,660  8  7.781 

Polish   7,589  5,653  62,426 

Roumanian    397  ....  11 


6,566 

7,456 

2 

216 

390 

5 

1,194 

3,175 

2,159 

2,312 

2,643 

206 

499 

4,287 

20,344 
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Russian    4,141 

Serbian    117 

Slovakian    538 

Slovenian    295 

Spanish    2,167 

Swedish    3,562 

Ukrainian    320 

Yiddish   6,533 

Total   72,872  89,433  202,704 

The  largest  activity  of  the  Schools  Department,  though 
by  no  means  the  only  one.  is  that  of  installing  and  super- 
vising book  deposits  in  school  class  rooms.  In  1927  the 
distribution  and  circulation  were  as  follows : 

Class  Circu- 

ScHooT.s  Volum;:s  i.o-.ii.-.          ^ 

Public  Schools 

Grammar     285  124,581  2,495  1,022,430 

High    5  2,561  51  22,200 

Private  Sclwols 

Grammar     97  30,160  603  259,420 

High    5  650  13  5,380 


392  157.952  3,162  1,309,430 
The  inclusion  of  a  separate,  though  small,  room  for  a 
school  library  in  all  new  grammar  school  buildings  has 
made  it  possible  to  assemble  the  separate  class  room  de- 
posits into  a  comprehensive  collection  available  to  the  whole 
school.  This  arrangement  is  at  present  in  efifect  in  six 
schools  and  will  doubtless  be  extended  to  other  new  build- 
ings, though  the  problem  of  the  management  of  such  libraries 
is  still  unsolved,  since  there  are  no  school  librarians  in  the 
local  public  school  organization.  In  one  school  a  teacher  has 
been  relieved  of  some  of  her  regular  duties  and  has  been 
assigned  to  general  supervision  of  the  library  at  stated 
periods.  In  another,  the  Parent-Teachers  Association  has 
taken  charge  for  a  few  hours  daily  after  school.  Both  ex- 
pedients are  still  far  from  satisfactory  and  an  effort  will 
be  made  to  evolve  a  practical  plan  in  cooperation  with  the 
school  authorities. 
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Ten  junior  high  schools  now  have  libraries,  the  books 
being  supplied  from  school  board  funds,  supplemented  with 
loans  from  our  own  stock.  These  small  but  efficient  school 
libraries,  under  the  charge  of  trained  assistants  assigned 
from  the  Public  Library  and  supervised  by  our  Schools  De- 
partment, have  become  indispensable  and  highly  valued  units 
in  the  school  organization.  The  limited  funds  allotted  by 
the  Board  of  Education  for  their  maintenance,  including 
salaries  as  well  as  books  and  equipment,  have,  however,  im- 
peded their  proper  development  and  they  are,  thus  far.  little 
more  than  rudimentary  beginnings,  understaffed,  under- 
stocked, and  underequipped.  It  is  our  hope  that  they  may, 
nevertheless,  serve  as  object  lessons  that  will  eventually 
lead  the  School  Board  to  provide  proper  and  adequate  li- 
brary facilities  for  all  the  schools  under  its  jurisdiction. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  time  of  the  chief  of  this 
Department  is  preempted  by  steadily  increasing  calls  from 
clu1>s,  Parent-Teacher  Associations  and  other  groups  for 
addresses  on  various  phases  of  library  work  in  its  relation  to 
the  schools.  More  than  sixty  talks  of  this  character  were 
given  by  Miss  Whitcomi)  during  the  past  year  to  audiences 
in  many  parts  of  the  city  whose  evident  interest  in  these 
subjects,  and  whose  practical  reactions,  clearly  attest  the 
value  of  such  lil^rary  missionary  work  as  well  as  the  ability 
and  efifectiveness  of  the  speaker. 

The  report  of  the  Reference  Librarian  reiterates  the 
pressing  need  for  more  room  for  the  steadily  mounting 
activities  of  that  Department.  Students  and  faculty  of  two 
universities  and  many  special  schools,  members  of  study 
clubs  and  extension  classes,  teachers  and  pupils  from  the 
hundreds  of  public  and  private  schools,  as  well  as  numerous 
patrons  pursuing  independent  studies  and  researches,  make 
up  the  multitude  that  fills  and  overflows  the  various  refer- 
ence rooms  on  the  fourth  floor.  The  Public  Card  Catalog 
room  is  seriously  overcrowded  and  the  CA'er-growing  files 
of  the  catalog  require  an  additional  cabinet  for  which  there 
is  hardly  floor  space.     The  Study  Room,  where  the  reserve 
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collection  for  students  of  University  College  is  shelved,  is 
frequently  taxed  beyond  capacity.  Much  credit  is  due  to 
the  reference  staff,  which  continues  to  function  competently 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  its  many-headed  constituency  under 
conditions  of  stress  and  congestion  that  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  a  service  that  requires  time,  thought  and  concen- 
tration. A  small  indication  of  the  variety  of  demands  made 
upon  the  Reference  Department  is  the  number  of  telephone 
calls  for  information  which  last  year  aggregated  10,173. 

The  reference  staff  merits  further  recognition  for  its 
loyal  cooperation  in  the  reorganization  of  the  working 
schedule  eliminating  the  separate  evening  attendants  and 
providing  a  continuous  service  of  trained  reference  li- 
brarians during  the  whole  thirteen-hour  daily  period. 

The  Readers'  Bureau  enlisted  853  new  students  in  its 
program  of  special  study  courses.  Of  these,  561  were  served 
with  separately  prepared  courses  on  a  variety  of  subjects 
and  292  elected  to  use  the  printed  outlines  in  the  A.  L.  A. 
Reading  with  a  Purpose  series.  The  invaluable  file  of  study 
outlines  compiled  for  former  patrons  on  a  multitude  of 
popular  topics  is  proving  immensely  useful  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  new  students  both  at  the  Central  Library  and  in 
the  branches.  In  the  latter  the  total  number  of  students 
enrolled  was  1,682.  Sheridan  Branch  still  leads  with  247 
active  readers;  Rogers  Park  follows  with  128;  Legler  with 
100,  and  Broadway  with  84.  Nearly  every  branch  reports 
some  readers  and  it  is  likely  that  the  number  could  be  largely 
increased  by  systematic  efforts  and  proper  publicity.  Mean- 
while the  Readers'  Bureau  estimates  that  from  800  to  1,000 
persons  are  pursuing  courses  of  prescribed  reading  at  the 
present  time  and  that  the  number  of  those  who  fail  to 
persevere  to  the  end  of  their  courses  is  not  above  twelve 
or  fifteen  per  cent.  Considering  that  participation  is  wholly 
voluntary  and  without  obligations  or  compulsions  of  any 
sort,  this  constitutes  a  student  body  remarkable  in  num- 
bers and  seriousness  of  purpose,  and  challenging  in  its  sig- 
nificance. 
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Calls  upon  Central  by  branches,  for  reference  material 
beyond  their  own  resources,  involved  the  despatch  of  102,- 
457  books  to  those  agencies,  the  answering  of  1,711  ques- 
tions by  telephone  and  supplying  catalog  numbers  for  49.- 
062  titles,  a  valuable  auxiliary  reference  service  in  which 
all  branches  are  included. 

The  Civics  and  Documents  Department  reports  a  busy 
and  fruitful  year,  not  only  in  the  service  of  its  large  and 
growing  special  constituency,  but  in  additions  to,  and  de- 
velopment of,  its  resources.  A  total  of  115,539  readers 
consulted  85,440  periodicals,  95,816  directories,  18,863  boxes 
of  clippings,  pamphlets  and  separates  on  a  variety  of  sub- 
jects, 50,530  public  documents,  5,693  maps,  26.254  miscel- 
laneous volumes.  Reference  information  was  supplied  by 
telephone  to  5,213  inquirers.  Material  lent  to  patrons  in- 
cluded 2,825  package  libraries  and  4,825  public  documents. 
Five  hundred  directories,  trade,  city  and  telephone,  are 
currently  received.  An  analytical  index  on  cards  of  the 
various  industries  and  articles  of  commerce  covered  in  the 
trade  directories  has  been  compiled.  A  similar  index  of  all 
the  cities,  towns  and  villages  included  in  telephone  direc- 
tories was  prepared  and  comprises  the  astonishing  number 
of  7,844  geographical  units  covered.  The  collection  of  maps, 
numl>ering  3.432  pieces,  has  been  cataloged  and  a  separate 
index  of  topographic  and  soil  maps  by  localities  was  added. 

Public  documents,  national,  state  and  city,  to  the  num- 
ber of  17,787  pieces  were  received.  This  includes  2,095 
duplicates  for  the  circulating  document  collection  which  now 
contains  30.504  volumes  and  pamphlets.  The  number  of 
public  documents  issued  on  loan  to  patrons  during  the  year 
was  4,825. 

Work  on  the  comprehensive  catalog  of  the  whole  docu- 
ment collection  progressed  more  rapidly  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year  since  this  large  task  was  begun  five  years  ago, 
and  this  valuable  aid  to  reference  work  has  grown  to  such 
proportions  as  to  be  increasingly  useful.  It  will  be  com- 
pleted with  all  possible  speed. 


FIFTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  37 

During  the  fall  a  group  of  nearly  twenty  employees  of 
the  Sanitary  District  of  Chicago  used  the  resources  of  the 
Civics  Department  continuously  for  several  weeks  in  ex- 
haustive research  work  in  connection  with  the  controversy 
on  lake  levels  as  afifected  by  Chicago's  water  supply  and 
drainage  systems. 

Statistics  of  use  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts  room  and  of 
the  Music  room,  occupying  adjoining  quarters,  are  given  in 
the  tables  at  the  beginning  of  this  report.  Both  are  victims 
of  the  lack  of  space  that  retards  the  growth  of  all  of  our 
activities  in  the  Central  Library.  Many  more  patrons  would 
avail  themselves  of  these  splendid  collections  if  suitable  and 
adequate  accommodations  were  available  for  their  proper 
display  and  convenient  use. 

Use  of  lantern  slides  from  the  A.  W.  Swayne  Collec- 
tion increased  by  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  the  total 
number  of  slides  lent  being  151,173  against  78,912  in  1926. 
By  an  ingenious  computation  based  upon  a  statement  re- 
quested from  each  borrower  as  to  the  size  of  the  audience 
to  whom  the  slides  were  exhibited,  it  appears  that  an  aggre- 
gate number  of  294,429  persons  were  benefitted  by  this  serv- 
ice. If  the  slides  had  been  secured  by  rental  at  current 
commercial  rates  the  outlay  would  have  been  something 
over  $9,000. 

The  collection  now  comprises  45,872  slides  and  20,953 
negatives  and  was  enriched  by  gifts  of  a  number  of  beauti- 
ful sets,  including  160  colored  views  from  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railroad,  115  from  the  Canadian  National,  162  from 
the  Canadian  National  Park  service,  524  uncolored  slides 
from  the  General  Electric  Company  and  many  others,  a 
total  of  1,286  slides  acquired  by  gift.  Additions  to  the  col- 
lection by  purchase  aggregated  3,972,  among  the  subjects 
represented  being  ancient  Egypt  (a  set  prepared  by  Prof. 
Breasted),  a  beautiful  pictorial  presentation  of  the  Cere- 
monial of  the  Mass,  the  life  of  Napoleon  and  the  history  of 
Chicago.  Cash  receipts  from  rentals,  sales,  and  fees  for 
breakage  and  delayed  return,  were  $876.62. 
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In  the  room  for  Patent  Reports,  26.138  readers  con- 
sulted 119,544  volumes.  This  room  is  open  on  week-day 
evenings  and  receives  about  one-sixth  of  its  patronage  after 
six  p.  m.  The  demand  for  photostat  service  continues  to 
increase  and  will  ultimately  require  the  installation  of  the 
apparatus  for  our  own  use.  For  the  present  these  commis- 
sions are  executed  by  a  neighboring  commercial  concern  to 
which  the  books  are  despatched  by  messengers.  No  charge 
of  any  sort  is  made  by  the  Library  for  this  service.  During 
the  year,  613  photostat  reproductions,  aggregating  8,191 
copies  and  representing  a  money  value  of  $2,866,  were  made 
for  patrons.  Additions  to  the  collection  of  patents  comprise 
208  bound  volumes  of  U.  S.  patents,  131  British,  77  Ger- 
man. 3  Canadian  and  3  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
The  large  file  of  trade  catalogs  kept  in  this  room  is  heavily 
used  and  proves  to  be  a  useful  adjunct  to  patent  research. 

The  collection  of  Books  for  the  Blind  was  increased 
from  5,700  volumes  and  34  periodicals  (three  copies  of  each) 
to  6,680  volumes  and  35  periodicals  (112  copies).  Of  this 
number  362  volumes  were  received  as  gifts  from  the  vari- 
ous agencies  active  in  the  production  of  reading  material 
for  the  sightless.  A  gift  of  826  pieces  of  Music  in  Braille 
was  also  received.  The  number  of  volumes  purchased  was 
1,318. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated  was  23,494  against 
36,756  in  1926,  indicating  an  apparent  loss  of  over  thirty 
per  cent.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  adoption  of  the  stand- 
ards of  the  A.  L.  A.  Committee  under  which  the  former 
practice  of  counting  renewals,  i.  e.,  the  extension  of  the  loan 
period  from  two  to  four  weeks,  as  separate  loans  was  dis- 
continued. As  a  matter  of  fact,  many  readers  require  this 
extension  of  time  and,  under  the  new  rules,  it  is  auto- 
matically granted  without  counting  it  as  a  new  issue  of  the 
same  book. 

A  group  of  volunteer  transcribers  of  books  for  the 
blind,  organized  and  directed  by  the  Johanna  Lodge  of  the 
United  Order  of  True  Sisters,  carries  on  its  useful  and  in- 
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teresting  work  in  the  Library,  meeting  weekly  in  an  alcove 
adjoining  the  room  for  the  blind.  This  organization  con- 
ducts a  class  for  training  operators  on  the  typing  machines 
and  employs  blind  proof-readers  to  revise  their  productions. 
Twenty  volunteer  workers  have  completed  the  training 
course  and  ten  are  at  present  still  under  instruction.  The 
machines  and  all  supplies  are  provided  by  the  organization 
itself.  The  results  of  this  noteworthy  activity  during  the 
year  were  the  completion  of  twenty-one  volumes  comprising 
2,107  pages.  Binding  is  supplied  by  the  Library.  The 
books  transcribed  were  largely  textbooks  useful  to  students 
and  were  chosen  under  the  direction  of  John  B.  Curtis,  head 
of  work  with  the  blind  in  the  local  schools,  who  secured 
recommendations  from  a  number  of  professors  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago  as  to  texts  best  adapted  to  this  purpose 
in  various  fields.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  organization  to 
build  up  a  comprehensive  collection  of  textbooks  for  blind 
students,  a  highly  important  project  for  supplying  an  urgent 
and  long-felt  need. 

Printed  matter  issued  by  the  Publications  Department 
comprised  the  monthly  Book  Bulletin  and  several  small  lists 
on  special  subjects.  The  large  and  complex  task  of  compil- 
ing the  five-yearly  cumulation  of  books  added,  1921-25.  was 
brought  to  completion.  A  volume  of  492  pages  containing 
the  non-fiction  additions,  and  smaller  volumes  on  fiction 
and  music  were  published.  A  revised  edition  of  the  Rules 
for  the  Stafif  was  issued  in  Noveml>er. 

Growth  of  the  Library 

Number  of  volumes  in  Library  December  31,  1926 1,454,232 

Accessions  to  December  31,  1927,  viz.: 

Purcloased     231,137 

Gifts    6,709 

Binding    periodicals    2,853 

Binding   pamphlets    261 

Lost    and    recovered 3,006 

Lost  and  recovered,  cost  refunded 1,451 

Replaced    by    borrowers    and    guarantors 250 
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Transferred  from  Rental  Collection 4,352 

By  exchange    41 

Gross   Accessions    250,060 


1,704,292 

Deductions 

Worn  out  and  discarded 83,725 

Withdrawn    3,698 

Lost  and  paid  for 12,112 

Unaccounted   for   1926 28,698 

Delinquent    1926    5,417 

Total  deductions    133,650 


Volumes  in  the  Library  December  31,  1927 1,570,642 

Books,  Periodicals  and  Binding 
(Not  including  expenditures  from  Special  Funds) 

Books 

Appropriations       Expenditures 
Main  Library 

Current  and  extra  copies $  24,000  $  25,633.50 

Replacements    7,500  10,670.80 

Reference     5,000  6,457.43 

Hughes   Room    2,500  3,045.62 

Pictures    500  484.81 

Civics    2,200  1,926.08 

Documents   500  344.75 

Music    850  838.32 

Blind   2,350  1,713.85 

Continuations    1,600  1,603.01 

Foreign    12,000  12,702.57 

Deposits    25,000  26,350.53 

School   Deposits    35,000  27,581.61 

Branch  Libraries 

Branch    Libraries    129,000  116,188.08 

Branch  Reserve   5,000  6,339.49 

New  Branches    24,000  34,843.42 

High    Schools    7.000  16,870.62 

Lantern    Slides    1,000  1,317.49 

$285,000  $294,911.98 

Periodicals  and  Newspapers 18,000  16,091.26 

Binding   100,000  96,129.51 
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Periodicals 

Titles  Copies 

American   periodicals,   subscriptions 637  4,473 

American  periodicals,   gifts    (incl.   docs.) 826  898 

British    periodicals,    subscriptions 115  164 

British  periodicals,  gifts 17  17 

Foreign  periodicals,    subscriptions 83  136 

Foreign   periodicals,   gifts 95  95 

Foreign  periodicals    (pub.   in  U.    S.),  gifts 12  12 

1,785  5,795 

Neti'spapcrs 

Titles  Copies 

American   newspapers,    subscriptions 91  126 

American    newspapers,    gifts 28  28 

British  newspapers,   subscriptions 1  2 

British  newspapers,   gifts 

Foreign    newspapers,    subscriptions 4  4 

Foreign  newspapers,   gifts 2  2 

Foreign  newspapers    (pub.   in  U.    S.),   subscriptions...      20  28 

Foreign  newspapers    (pub.  in  U.   S.),  gifts 57  57 

203  247 

Catalog  Department 
Classification 

Volumes    classified    and    shelf-listed 11,045 

Volumes    reclassified    and    shelf-listed 626 

Replacements,   extra    copies,    continuations 22,547 

Entries   copied   for    new   card   shelf-list 50,197 

Cataloging 

New   titles    cataloged 7,466 

Titles    recataloged    2,615 

Additions    and    corrections 5,187 

Cards  added  to  Public  Card   Catalog 31,674 

Cards  added  to  Public  Card  Catalog   (Foreign) 9,732 

Cards  added  to  Official   Card   Catalog 31,628 

Cards  added  to  Music  Catalog 2,323 

Library  of  Congress  cards  ordered:   16,388;   received 15,048 

Multigraphing 

Cards    79,292 

Lists  of  new  foreign  book  titles:  109   (100  pages);  copies  10,900 

Outlines,   form  cards,  analyticals,  etc.:   44;   copies 10,796 
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Bindery  Department 

Total   number   of    volumes    handled 620,970 

Bound  and   rebound 142,148 

Repaired   by   Library   employes 39,110 

Repaired  at   Binderies 8,569 

Discarded    83,726 

The  number  of  new  books  passing  through  the  Catalog 
Department  (7,466)  represents  the  actual  accessions  of  lit- 
erary material,  in  all  classes  and  all  languages,  to  the  re- 
sources of  the  Library.  Of  these  accessions  by  far  the 
greater  number  are  newly  published,  though  a  certain  per- 
centage is  made  up  of  older  works  now  first  acquired  because 
of  legitimate  demand  or  to  round  out  and  amplify  the  col- 
lection in  various  subjects. 

The  immense  duplication  necessary  to  supply  all  of 
cur  agencies  raises  the  total  number  of  books  added  by 
purchase  during  the  year  to  231,137.  Not  all  books,  of 
course,  are  added  to  all  agencies,  though  at  least  one  copy 
of  each  new  book  approved  for  purchase  is  installed  in  the 
Central  Library.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  very  few 
books,  excepting  costly  and  infrequently  used  reference 
works  for  Central  only,  of  which  a  numl)er  of  duplicate 
copies,  varying  from  two  to  two  hundred,  are  not  required, 
either  immediately  or  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  weeks  or 
months,  to  meet  the  demands  and  desires  of  our  diversified 
constituency.  The  selection  of  new  publications  for  pur- 
chase thus  involves  the  twofold  problem,  first  of  deciding 
upon  the  general  availability  of  a  new  book  as  an  addition 
to  the  Library,  and,  second,  of  determining — or  guessing — 
the  number  of  copies  probably  needed  to  respond  to  the  vary- 
ing, often  capricious  and  swiftly  changing,  interests  of  the 
reading  public.  These  decisions  are  arrived  at  in  a  series 
of  bi-weekly  book  selection  conferences  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives of  the  several  departments  and  branches,  to  whom 
wide  liberty  of  selection  for  their  own  particular  needs  is 
accorded,  and  whose  deliberations  and  conclusions  are  com- 
piled and  submitted  to  the  Board  in  the  form  of  recom- 
mendations for  book  purchases. 
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The  heaviest  duplication,  naturally,  occurs  in  the  fields 
of  fiction  and  of  juvenile  books  where  the  average  number 
of  copies  per  title  frequently  exceeds  a  hundred  for  first 
purchase.  The  incessant  replacement  of  popular  and  heavily 
used  books  by  fresh  copies — the  largest  single  item  in  the 
book  budget — entails  a  heavy  and  continuous  drain  upon 
the  appropriation  that  sometimes  leads  to  doubts  as  to  the 
justification  for  this  constantly  recurring  expenditure.  The 
number  of  books  discarded  from  all  agencies  because  unfit 
for  further  use  was  83,726.  Not  all  of  these  are  replaced, 
but  the  expenditure  for  new  copies,  including  extra  copies 
to  meet  rising  demand,  was  $76,243. 

Personnel 

The  entire  stafif  of  the  Public  Library  now  comprises 
939,  of  which  the  Central  Library  has  324,  the  branches, 
475.  These  figures  include  fifty  part-time  pages  and  junior 
assistants.  Fifty-eight  persons  are  assigned  to  the  senior 
and  junior  high  school  libraries.  The  mechanical  and  labor 
service,  including  branch  janitors  and  auto-truck  operators, 
is  eighty-two. 

The  "turnover"  in  the  lower,  untrained  grades  was 
noticeably  less  than  in  former  years,  being  well  below  33 
per  cent  for  the  year.  This  satisfactory  improvement  in 
stability  of  the  lower  grade  staff  was  in  part  due,  no  doubt, 
to  employment  conditions  in  other  fields,  where  there  was 
little  demand  for  unskilled  help.  But  another  factor  in  en- 
couraging our  young  pages  and  juniors  to  stay  with  us 
was  the  change  in  the  salary  schedules  offering  better  in- 
ducement for  continued  service.  Our  entire  salary  scale, 
from  beginning  to  end,  is  now  on  an  equality  with  that  of 
the  other  public  libraries  of  the  country,  and  is  higher  than 
that  prevailing  in  many  similar  institutions.  The  salary 
appropriation  is  slightly  above  sixty  per  cent  of  the  total 
maintenance  budget,  a  ratio  commonly  regarded  as  proper 
and  even  generous,  and  the  staff  is  united  in  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  liberal  policy  of  the  Board  in  this  important 
particular. 
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Seven  civil  service  examinations  were  held,  three  for 
promotion  and  four  for  original  entrance.  A  number  of 
promotional  examinations  will  be  recommended  during  the 
coming  year.  The  elimination  of  the  separate  staff  for 
evening  and  Sunday  service,  already  mentioned  in  the  para- 
graphs on  the  Reference  Department,  was  an  improvement 
accomplished  through  the  generous  cooperation  of  the  ref- 
erence staff  who  cheerfully  accepted  a  new  working  schedule 
to  cover  the  added  service  periods. 

The  retirement,  on  November  1st,  of  Benjamin  M. 
Smith,  an  employee  of  the  Library  since  1887,  was  made 
the  subject  of  special  notice  by  the  Board  in  the  form  of  a 
resolution  of  appreciation  of  his  long  and  faithful  services, 
for  24  years  as  chief  of  the  Delivery  Room  and  since  1911 
as  chief  of  the  Evening  and  Sunday  staff. 

The  twenty-second  Training  Class  began  its  sessions 
on  September  13th,  1926  and  closed  April  29th,  1927, 
twenty-five  of  the  original  twenty-eight  having  completed 
the  course  of  instruction.  In  the  ensuing  civil  service  ex- 
amination necessarily  preceding  appointment,  thirteen  were 
passed  as  senior  assistants,  while  twelve  were  assigned  to 
duty  as  juniors.  The  twenty-third  class,  opened  September 
12th,  1927,  is  now  in  progress. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  the  Library  system  (which  will 
become  still  more  rapid  v/ith  the  erection  of  new  branches 
under  the  new  building  program)  together  with  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  civil  service  organization,  has  impelled  us  to 
offer  several  courses  of  supplementary  training  to  persons 
already  in  the  service  in  order  to  prepare  them  for  the 
opportunities  for  advancement  that  will  present  themselves 
with  increasing  frequency,  and  to  build  up  a  reserve  of 
partially  trained  assistants  larger  than  the  Training  Classes 
afford.  Attendance  at  the  courses,  which  must  be  taken  on 
the  free  time  of  the  student,  is  voluntary  and  subject  to 
approval  by  department  heads.  A  short  course  for  untrained 
juniors  was  given  from  January  to  May,  1927,  witji  a 
registration  of   thirty,  all   from  the  branch  service.     This 
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was  so  successful  that  a  second  course  has  been  added, 
covering  a  different  group  of  subjects.  Special  instruction 
for  more  advanced  assistants  was  begun  in  the  fall  with  a 
course  on  poster  making  by  Miss  Schneider,  our  gifted  poster 
designer.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Director  of  Training 
for  the  enthusiasm  and  skill  with  which  these  added  ac- 
tivities were  organized  and  conducted,  as  well  as  to  the 
members  of  the  staff'  who  gave  the  various  courses  of  in- 
struction, often  at  a  sacrifice  of  convenience  and  time, 
but  uniformly  with  efficiency  and  earnest  devotion.  The 
zeal  and  interest  of  our  young  juniors  who  enter  these 
courses,  giving  up  their  free  half-days  in  alternate  weeks  to 
them,  likewise  deserves  to  be  recorded  and  officially  acknowl- 
edged, both  as  a  reflection  of  the  spirit  of  professional  re- 
sponsibility that  largely  animates  the  whole  staff  and  is 
thus  quickly  communicated  to  even  the  newest  beginner,  and 
as  an  indication  of  the  quality  of  the  new  recruits  continually 
coming  into  the  organization. 

The  attendance  of  no  less  than  107  members  of  the  staff 
at  the  Toronto  conference  of  the  American  Library  Asso- 
ciation in  June — all  but  four  official  delegates,  at  their  own 
expense — is  one  more  indication  of  the  same  spirit.  Par- 
ticipation in  the  numerous  group  meetings  for  the  considera- 
tion of  separate  branches  of  library  work,  of  which  the  con- 
ference is  largely  made  up,  is  valuable  alike  for  its  inspira- 
tional and  for  its  practical  results.  The  practice,  approved 
by  your  Board  for  many  years,  of  permitting  attendance 
at  the  national  and  state  library  meetings  without  salary 
loss,  is  unquestionably  wise  and  profitable. 

Record  must  be  made  in  this  connection  of  the  generous 
provision  of  an  annual  fund  of  one  hundred  dollars  estab- 
lished by  Mrs.  Walter  Campbell  Lyman  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  one  or  more  employees  in  attending  these  annual 
conventions.  Mrs.  Lyman,  who.  as  Miss  Jessie  Woodford, 
was  long  a  valued  and  important  member  of  this  staff, 
in  tendering  her  gift  to  the  staff,  stated  that  it  was  given 
"in  memory  of  the  happy,  inspiring  years  spent  in  the  Li- 
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brary,  and  in  recognition  of  the  value  of  the  meetings  of 
the  American  Library  Association,"  and  specified  that  it 
was  to  he  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  members,  that 
it  was  to  be  called  an  A.  L.  A.  scholarship  and  that  the 
beneficiaries  were  to  be  selected  by  the  Librarian.  The  fund, 
at  present  an  annual  grant,  will  later  be  capitalized  in  an 
endowment  to  yield  an  equivalent  amount  in  perpetuity.  This 
thoughtful  and  characteristic  benevolence  of  our  good  friend 
and  former  colleague  was  received  with  deep  appreciation 
both  by  the  Board  and  the  staff,  and  has  already  been  em- 
ployed in  sending  one  delegate  to  the  Toronto  meeting. 

At  the  1927  Conference  of  the  Association  the  Librarian 
was  elected  President  for  the  year  ending  in  May,  1928,  this 
being  the  third  time  that  the  office  has  come  to  the  Chicago 
Pubhc  Library.  In  that  capacity  he  was  enabled,  through 
the  generosity  of  your  Board,  to  attend  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary conference  of  the  Library  Association  of  the  United 
Kingdom  in  Edinburgh  in  September  as  one  of  the  official 
representatives  of  the  American  Library  Association,  and 
to  make  a  comprehensive  tour  Of  the  principal  libraries  of 
the  Continent. 

For  this  memorable  and  inspiring  experience,  as  well 
as  for  many  other  kindnesses  and  evidences  of  indulgent 
approval,  your  Librarian  desires  to  record  this  expression 
of  his  deep  gratitude  to  your  Board.  And  to  his  colleagues 
on  this  great  and  loyal  staff  he  offers  his  sincere  acknowl- 
edgements of  their  friendly  cooperation  and  unfailing  zeal 
which  alone  have  made  possible  the  progress  and  achieve- 
ments noted  in  the  foregoing  pages. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Carl  B.  Roden, 

Librarian. 
Chicago,  January  23,  1928. 
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18,580 

128 

13,460 

11,700 

11,386 

10,239 

13,759 

20,059 

5,587 

1,809 

2,113 

2,230 

82 

2,741 

10,109 

17,082 

306 

1,015 

6,083 

2,324 

3,643 

2,007 

1,187 

'i46 

491 

1,047 


5 
3,626,986    220,262    403,021 


97,650 
139,967 
105,785 
125,038 
98,439 
138,574 
100,659 
89,118 
67,579 
133,615 
43,031 
27.836 
26.246 
1,193,537 
4.82052,1 


1,239 

968 

2,085 

1,667 

4,925 


2,162 

3,792 

3,000 

2,119 

212 

387 

385 

196 

19.013 

11,329 

239.27,=; 

414.350 

STATISTICAL  SURVEY.  1873-1927 


as 


5 

H< 

E    6 

!S7,i 

6.852 

4.000 

4,000 

1874 

18,183 

11.331 

9.899 

1,432   . 

1875 

.19.2.56 

21,053 

20.122 

969 

1880 

67.772 

8,440 

7.799 

641   . 

1885 

111.621 

6.836 

5.692 

1.144 

1890 

156,242 

10.908 

10,073 

835 

1895 

211.157 

18.485 

16,727 

975 

1900 

258.498 

12.911 

9,651 

1,622 

1905 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

1910 

402.848 

55.990 

51,482 

2,693   1 

1915 

627.619 

75.837 

69,305 

3,901   3. 

1916 

701,059 

100,527 

82,158 

13,006   3 

1917 

806.172 

140.645 

130.929 

3,875   4 

1918 

882.566 

123.312 

112.857 

6,759   4 

1919 

1.011,963 

141,273 

130.841 

6,135   5 

1920 

1,075.292 

137,850 

126.990 

7,032   5 

1921 

1,099.711 

98,005 

88,246 

4,704   4 

1922 

1.213,835 

221,672 

209.957 

5,925   4 

1923 

1,305.140 

201,051 

185.164 

7,758   4 

1924 

1,380.799 

193,548 

178.798 

6,524   4 

1925 

1,402,136 

140,568 

125.983 

6,516   6 

1926 

1,454,232 

191,484 

177.781 

5,319   6 

1927 

1.570.642 

250,060 

231.137 

6.709   7 

866' 
907 
1.194 
1.178 
1,515 
1,740 
2,063 
2,171 
2,797 
3,062 
3.280 
3.355 
3.433 


2.574 

23.283 

18.635 

25.906 

36.478 

53,956 

79,605 

73,368 

111,684 

260.955 

289.504 

334.930 

350.690 

362.055 

393.573 

423,164 

419,722 

459,536 

501,716 

546,307 

559,492 

594,209 


Circulation 

began    May 

7,659 

399,156 

306,751 

519,691 

843,971 

1,147,862 

1,749.775 

1.336.199 

1.805.012 

4.326.057 

4.802.432 

5,602,806 

7,061,180 

7,509,267 

7,651.928 

7,472,768 

8,825,773 

9,901,576 

10,613,978 

11,002.736 

11,611,107 

12,816,807 


of    bool^s 

1,    1874        

7,659        

399,156        

306,751        

454,420        

643,714        

601,996        

606,384        

547,542        

520,019  149,145 

709,678  2,150,776 

700,909  2,462,684 

799,653  2,933,619 

804,705  4.051.818 

827.353  4.414.653 

859,998  4,411,124 

1,039,638  3,992,212 

1,085,523  3^192,698 

1,138,142  5,944,008 

1,213,753  6,460,981 

1.247,885  6,829,374 

1,296,697  7,427,061 

1,390,675  8.572.699 


Delivery  Stations. 
'  Branch  Reading  Rooms,  non-circulating;   first  one  established   1891. 
'  Includes  Blackstone  Branch,  opened  April   1,  1905,  and  6  Branch  Reading  Rooms. 
'  Six  of  these  were  converted  into  circulating  branches  in   1910. 

'  "Other  agencies"  henceforth   includes  Traveling  Libraries,   Deposit   Stations   and    : 
'  All  branch  reading  rooms  converted  into  circulating  branches,    1910-11, 
'  From  1917  to   1924  this  figure  includes  .seven  high  school  libraries. 
'  Includes   10  senior  high  school  libraries  and  8  junior  high   school   libraries. 
'  Includes   13  senior  high  school  libraries  and   10  junior  high  school  libraries. 
'  Staff  comprises  807  full-time  library  employees,   50  part-time  pages,   82  engineers. 


295 

1,313 

1,002 

65,271  1,704 

200,257  2,830 

545,866  3,816 

1,143,391  5.769 

788,657  4,400 

1,135,848  5,938 

1,465,603  14,184 

1,638,839  15,694 

1,869,534  18,491 

2,204,657  23,151 

2,267,261  24,702 

2,380,806  25,006 

2.440.918  24.501 

2.647,552  28,937 

2,819,426  32,571 

2.939,244  34,800 

2,925,477  36,075 

2,887.349  38,069 

2,853,433  42,022 


948, 


1.178.20 
1.374.17 
1.765.58 
1.330.72 
).085.47 
1.068.21 
1,794.29 
',502.50 
5,897.32 
),735.03 
>.983.33 
M97.33 
1.989.51 
>.264.01 
746.28 
.778.78 
,319.39 
,321.20 


1,221 

1.255 

1,377,741.26 

1,405, 

1,612, 

I.S33. 


334.97 
736.58 
918.06 


S  1.224.26 

10,733.11 

28,410.63 

7,404.52 

6.899.14 

11,148,66 

19,431.18 

12.476,70 

19,884.79 

45,520.85 

61,661.31 

72.171.42 

112.556.34 

101,044.01 

112.716.52 

105.465.93 

99.410.32 

..• 285,049.93 

223,901.80 

206,188.05 

177,526.09 

$  35,000.00  245,382.72 

137.412.10  307.666.29 


;  1, 791.64 
7,725.78 
15,544.99 
14,558.84 
28,620.77 
45,919.61 
75,167.78 
131.085.22 
135,073.01 
179,499.42 
265,435.82 
289,348.75 
325,938.88 
382,143.53 
477.101.86 
572.393.32 
539,054.56 
680.163.73 
801,187.12 
912,681,47 
965,477.29 
1,048,079.52 
1.215.426,48 


lY.  1873-1927 


$        7.2114.4-1          $     1,224.26     $         1,791.64 

295  33,178.20          10,733.11  7.725.78 

1.313  63,374.17          28.410.63  15,544.99 

1,002  33,765.58          7,404.52  14,558.84 

65,271  1,704  54,330.72          6.899.14  28,620.77 

200,257  2,830  80.085.47          11.148.66  45,919.61 

545,866  3,816  139.068.21          19,431.18  75.167.78 

1,143,391  5,769  213,794.29          12.476.70  131,085.22 

788,657  4,400  217,502.50          19,884.79  135,073.01 

1,135,848  5,938  306,897.32          45,520.85  179,499.42 

1,465,603  14,184  409,735.03          61,661.31  265,435.82 

1,638,839  15,694  469,983.33          72,171.42  289,348.75 

1,869,534  18,491  577,197.33          112,556.34  325,938.88 

2,204,657  23,151  651,989.51          101,044.01  382,143.53 

2,267,261  24,702  849,264.01          112.716.52  477,101.86 

2,380.806  25,006  948,746.28          105,465.93  572,393.32 

2,440,918  24,501  848,778.78          99,410.32  539,054.56 

2,647.552  28,937  1,221,319.39          .  .' 285,049.93  680,163.73 

2.819.426  32,571  1,255,321.20          223,901.80  801,187.12 

2.939.244  34,800  1,377,741.26          206,188.05  912,681.47 

2,925,477  36,075  1,405,334.97          177,526.09  965,477.29 

2,887,349  38,069  1,612,736.58  $  35,000.00  245,382.72  1,048,079.52 

2,853,433  42,022  1  ,'!33. 918.06  137.412.10  307,666.29  1,215,426.48 
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CLASSIFED  CIRCULATION   IN   BRANCHES  AND 
HIGH  SCHOOLS— 1927 


Class 

Juvenile 

Percentage       Adult 

Percentage      Total 

Percentage 

000 

910 

.02 

7,456 

.14 

8,366 

.10 

100 

540 

.01 

58,855 

1.13 

59,395 

.71 

200 

26,934 

.86 

27,552 

.53 

54,486 

.65 

300 

89,562 

2.87 

145,062 

2.78 

234,624 

2.81 

398 

330,053 

10.59 

330,053 

3.96 

400 

145 

.004 

14,874 

.28 

15,019 

.18 

500 

AZ:]2i 

1.40 

85,037 

1.63 

128,760 

1.54 

600 

53,844 

1.72 

122,181 

2.34 

176,025 

2.11 

700 

60,835 

1.95 

95,803 

1.84 

156,638 

1.88 

800 

102,573 

3.29 

367,017 

7.04 

469,590 

5.64 

900-909  ] 
930-999  1 

84,622 

2.71 

245,312 

4.71 

329,934 

3.96 

910 

92,009 

2.95 

92,926 

1.78 

184,935 

2  22 

920-B 

47,548 

1.52 

101,290 

1.94 

148,838 

1.78 

Fiction 

2,157,421 

69.23 

3,386.430 

65.02 

5,543,851 

66.59 

Rental 

89,786 

1.72 

89,786 

1.07 

Magazines 

,      25.472 

.81 

153,087 

2.93 

178,559 

2.14 

Foreign 

215,568 

4.13 

215,568 

2.59 

♦Defective 

sight 

55 

.001 

55 

.0006 

Total 

3,116,246 

5,208,236 

8,324,482 

*Defective-sight   books  have  been  discontinued  since  June,    1927. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEPOSITS 

Circulation  for  1927 
Deposit  Stations 


*Addison    9,277 

Archer  Ave 12,290 

Armitage  13,474 

Association  House    71,972 

*Auburn  Highlands    8,521 

Auburn  Park   22,623 

Avondale    10,221 

*Belmont   Park    10,731 

Bethany  Union    5,628 

Bryn  Mawr 5,133 

Chase   House    12,830 

*Chatham    10,811 

Cheltenham    23,817 

Chicago  Ave 11,265 

Chicago   Commons    9,783 

Chicago  Lawn    35,530 

Clearing 1,917 

Cleveland 24,801 

Cuyler    12,877 

♦Dauphin   Park    30,383 

Diversey    8,941 

Dunning    12,250 

E.   61st   St 11,103 

Edison    Park    22,937 

Eleanor  Social  Center...  28,168 


Fernwood    13,973 

Franklin  Park   13,600 

*Gads    Hill    Center 32,521 

Gage   Park    26,665 

Garden  Homes  10,011 

Good   Will    22  374 

Grand  Ave. 12,095 

Grand    Crossing    11,810 

Granville    Ave 12,491 

Gresham    17,470 

Hegewisch    15,372 

House  of   Happiness....   13,904 

*Hull   House    4,971 

*Hvde  Park  76 

♦Jefferson    Park    10,454 

Lake  View    17,816 

Larrabee  St 15.043 

Lawndale    15,534 

Lawrence  Ave 9,266 

Longwood    18,622 

Mayfair    12,809 

Normal  Park   10,176 

♦North  Austin   19,396 

Norwood  Park  20,332 

Olivet  Baptist  Church...     7,110 


48 


THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Onward  Neighborhood 

House  16,417 

Park  Manor  42,760 

*Ravenswood      13,157 

Roseland    37,984 

St.  Louis   16,826 

Samaritan    13,482 

So.    Ashland    Ave 17,167 

So.  Chicago  N.  House..  16,557 

Southport  Ave 15,283 

*So.   Western  Ave 4,810 

Troy   St 20,120 

Business  Ho 

W.  D.  Allen  Mfg 600 

American  Bank  Note  Co.  2,970 

American   Medical   Assn.  1,609 

Armour    Packing    Co....  14,173 

Automatic  Electric  Co. . .  2,173 

Belden    Mfg.    Co 387 

♦Boston   Store    1,778 

Butler    Brothers    4,680 

Chicago  Trust  Co 1,359 

*Daprato  Statuary  Co....  225 

Davis   Co 7,A09 

Edison   Elec.   Appl.   Co  .  2,872 

The  Fair 3,239 

Federal    Reserve   Bank..  12,375 

Marshall    Field    &    Co...  12,243 

*Foley  &  Co 106 

Goodman   Mfg.   Co 2,943 

*W.  F.  Hall  Printing  Co.  275 

G.  H.  Hammond 2,929 

Hart   Schaffner  &  Marx  3,3^8 

Hart   Schaffner-Tripp    ..  1,263 

111.  Bell  Tel.  Exchgs....  12,796 

I.  C.  Burnside 2,100 

111.  Glass  Co 751 

111.  Steel  Co 3,160 

Jewel  Tea  Co 2.138 

L.  Klein 3.481 

Kuppenheimer  &  Co.  No.  3  620 

La    Salle   Extension 6,107 

J.   B.   Lippincott   Co 392 


Trumbull   Park    28.595 

W.   Division   Institute...  15,873 

W.  Harrison  St 13,074 

W.    Pullman    22,974 

W.   Ravenswood    18,818 

W.   12th  St 18,797 

*Westwood    3,056 

Windsor  Park   17,805 

Winnemac   Park    8,369 

Total    1,153,098 

use  Deposits 

Lyon  &  Healv 1.150 

Mail    Order    Co 4.189 

Mitchell  Brothers  &  Co.  1,026 

Montgomery  Ward  &  Co.  20.376 

Northern    Trust    Co 4,351 

Peoples  Gas  Light  Co...  4,115 

Post  Office    11,277 

Royal  Tailors  1,309 

*Sears  Roebuck  &  Co....  4.886 

Sprague  Warner   5,004 

A.    Stein    &    Co 4,815 

*S.    W.    Straus   Co 806 

Union  Special  Machine  Co.      343 

Union    Trust    Co 4.454 

United  Cigar  Stores  Co.  2,695 

*U.  S.  Gypsum  Co 3.1 10 

U.  S.  Rubber  Co 1.099 

*U.  S.  Veterans  Bureau...  1,623 

U.  of  C.  Press 715 

Western   Electric   Co....  30,166 

Western   Electric-Clinton  2,266 

♦Western   Union  Tel.   Co.  25 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  &  Co..  7.308 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  2..  4,584 

W.  A.  Wieboldt  No.  3..  5,237 

Wm.    Wrigley    Jr.    Co...  1.730 

Yellow    Cab    Mfg    Co...  3,812 


Total  242,992 


Special 

Amalg.   Cloth.   Workers.  841 

Auburn   Park   Church...  414 

♦Austin   Hospital    264 

Bethel  Evan.  Church....  2,242 

Brethren   Mission    1,086 

♦Chicago  Assn.   for   Child 

Study    34 

Chi.     College     of     Oste- 
opathy    549 


Deposits 

Chi.  Home  for  Friendless  164 

Chicago  Home   for  Girls  2,250 

♦Chicago   Norma!   College  227 

Chicago  Orphan  Asylum  312 

Chi.    Osteopathic    Hosp..  1,867 

Chicago   State   Hospital.  4,031 

♦Christopher    School    ....  72 

Commercial  Cont.  School  5,552 

♦Cook   County   Hospital..  1,747 


*Not  open  the  entire  year. 
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♦County   Turors    63 

De    Paul    University 1,357 

*DougIas  Mission   2,407 

Elsdon  M.  E.  Church...  806 

Fellowship  House  1,042 

Fourth   Prcsby.    Church.  779 

*Girl  Scout  Troop  No.  95  274 

♦Gladstone  Com.  Center..  265 

Greeley   School    1,131 

Heimat  Educational  Club  172 

Hoyne   Cont.    School....  9,581 

*I11.    Research    Hospital..  2,572 

111.    Training    School....  1.762 

Knights  of   Columbus...  1,964 

Loyola   University    1,998 

*Loyola  University  No.  2  835 

Marks   Nathan  Home...  1,412 

Mateer    Hotels    3,606 

M.   E.   Deaf   Headq'rters  283 

Michael  Reese  Hospital.  3,448 

Moody    Bible    Institute..  914 

Municipal   Tuber.    San...  10,189 

New  First  Cong.  S.  S...  183 

*Oak  Forest   Institutions.  1,525 

Our  Lady  of  Sorrows  Ch.  3,044 

Peoples  Evan.  Luth.  Ch.  1,122 

Ravenswood  Hospital    . .  2,398 

Recreation  Training  Sch.  43 

*St.   Ann's   Epis.   Church.  346 

St.  Luke's  Hospital 11. .473 

St.    Philips   High   School  3,304 

*Sa]em  Evan.  Free  Ch. ..  1.084 

*Scout  Troop  No.  50....  900 

S.  Chicago  Cont.   School  4,091 

S.  Div.  Cont.  School....  10,564 

Stevenson   Mem.   House.  392 

Thoburn   Meth.    Church.  745 

Trinity    Sunday    School.  726 

*Union  League  Foundation  632 

Univ.    Coop.    Nursery...  109 

nVatson  Park  Church...  7^i 

Wesley  Hospftal    4.526 

Winchell  Cont.  Sch.  No.  2  8,085 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Central ....  5,859 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Div.  St....  674 


*Y.  M.  C.  A.   Englewood  112 

*Y.  M.  C.  A.  Gr.  Trunk.  675 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hyde  Park  291 

*Y.  M.  C.  A.  Irving  Pk..  43 

*Y.  M.  C.  A.  111th  St...  714 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  West   Side  784 

Y.  M.  C.  A.  Wilson  Ave.  956 

Y.  W.  C.  A.  Central ....  3,220 

*Y.  W.  C.  A.  Indus.  S.  C.  80 

*Y.  W.  C.  A.  West  Side  1,185 

Camp  Algonquin    750 

Association  House  Camp  146 

Camp    Beard    400 

Camp  Belnap   200 

Camp  Blackhawk    400 

Camp  Checaugau    300 

Camp   Fire   Girls   Camp.  200 

Chi.  Commons  Farm  Camp  90 

Crane  Farms    200 

Crippled  Child.  Camp...  300 

Camp   Duncan    200 

Family  Camp  200 

Farr  Camp   100 

Forest  Beach  Camp 314 

Fourth   Presby.   Camp   B  100 

Fourth  Presby.  Camp  G  100 

Girl    Scouts   Camp 375 

Camp  Gray 500 

Les  Cheneaux  Club  Camp.  100 

Lincoln    Centre    Camp...  200 

Camp  MacDonald   300 

Camp    Millhurst    583 

New  First  Church  Camp  375 

Camp   North  Woods....  100 

Oval  Lodge  Camp 200 

Camp    Pinemere    200 

Swift    Camp    900 

Tower  Hill  Camp 300 

Camp  Traverse   100 

Union     League     Boys 

Camp    150 

Camp  Wabash   100 

Camp   West    300 

Total    147.913 


*Xot  open  the  entire  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 

Volumes  Total  Acces-  Net  Acces-  Volumes 
IN  Library  sions  Jan.  1-  sions  Jan.  1-  in  Library 
Dec.  31, '26      Dec.  31, '27    Dec.  31, '27    Dec.  31, '27 

000  General   Works    ....  21,499  2,199  1,954  23,453 

050  Bd.   Periodicals    67,905  2,863  2,843  70,748 

100  Philosoohy    18.146  2,410  1,732  19,878 

200  Religioii    14,835  1,406  997  15,832 

300  Sociology    42,593  7,151  5,432  48,025 

400  Philology    3.196  568  229  3,425 

500  Natural   Science    ....  22,334  3,305  2,050  24,384 

600  Useful   Arts    61,924  5,457  1,873  63,797 

700  Fine  Arts    24,969  4,537  2,789  27,758 

800  Literature   77,769  10,318  6,330  84,099 

^J~J5^  j  History    46,558  4,385  2,589  49,147 

910  Geography   &   Travel  29,043  2.679  1,695  30,738 

920  Biography     32,240  4,208  3,136  35,376 

Books    for   the   blind....  5,416  952  950  6,366 

Documents    78,212  3,231  3,165  81,377 

English   Fiction    299,530  67,664  30,561  330,091 

Juvenile     468,234  110,765  36,309  504,543 

Music,    Sheet     15,247  1,572  1,443  16,690 

Piano  Rolls   500  ....  ....  500 

Music,   Bound    7,180  472  327  7,507 

Arabic   Literature    195  1  195 

Armenian    Literature    ...  60  ....  — 2  58 

Bohemian    Literature    ...  11,097  957  666  11,763 

Croatian  Literature    388  368  340  728 

Dutch  Literature    1,715  4  1,715 

Finnish    Literature    29  2  2  31 

French  Literature    18,678  216  —59  18,619 

Greek  Literature    500  17  5  505 

German   Literature    34.342  1,770  744  35,086 

Hebrew    Literature    701  58  39  740 

Hungarian    Literature    ..  1,065  1,077  1,029  2.094 

Italian    Literature    3.476  1,138  1,037  4.513 

Japanese    Literature     ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

Latvian   Literature    1,546  488  472  2,018 

Lithuanian    Literature    ..  2,378  181  21  2,399 

Polish  Literature    7,091  2,419  1,698  8,789 

Portuguese    Literature    ..  16  ....  ....  16 

Roumanian   Literature    . .  68  336  332  400 

Russian   Literature    4.731  1,283  872  5,603 

Scandinavian    Literature..  15,622  1,762  1,568  17,190 

Serbian  Literature    196  54  54  250 

Slovakian  Literature   ...  .  811  11  —7  804 

Slovenian    Literature    . . .  379  ....  — 7  372 

Spanish   Literature    3,594  882  808  4,402 

Ukrainian    Literature    .  . .  257  ....  — 25  232 

Welsh  Literature 8  8  8 

Yiddish  Literature   6,579  886  421  7,000 

Other  Languages    154  — 10  144 

W  o  m  a  n's      Library 

(World's   Fair)    1.234  ....  ....  1.234 

Total    1,454,232  250,060  116,410  1,570,642 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
On  American  Library  Association  Schedules 

Annual  report  for  the  year  ended  December  31,  1927. 
Name  of  Library :    The  Chicago  Public  Library. 
City  or  town :    Chicago.     State :    Illinois. 
Name  of  Librarian  :    Carl  B.  Roden. 
Date  of  founding:    April  11,  1872. 

Population   served    (estimate) 3,048,000 

Assessed  valuation  of  city  or  town $1,882,067,121.00 

Assessed  valuation  is  what  per  cent  of  true  cash  value 50% 

Rate  of  tax  levy  for  library  purposes $0.10  per  $100 

Terms  of  use — Free  for  lending. 

Free   for  reference. 

Total    number    of    agencies 3,503 

Consisting  of — Central   Library 1 

Branches    42 

Sub-branches    5 

How  many  branches  occupy  separate  buildings?       6 

High    School   libraries — Junior 10 

Senior    13 

Other  agencies   (3,162  school  room  collections)  .3,432 

Number  of  days  open  during  year.  Central  Library 363 

Branches    307 

Hours  open  each   week   for  lending.   Central   Library 60 

Branches     72 

Hours  open  each  week  for  reading.  Central  Library 83 

Branches    72 


BOOK  STOCK 

.\nULT  JUVENIT-E  ToTAL 

Number    of    volumes    at    beginning    of 

year   985,998  468,234  1,454,232 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  purchase  121,680  109,457  231,137 
Number  of   volumes  added  by   gift   or 

exchange    6,406  303  6,709 

Number  of  volumes  added  by  binding 

material  not  otherwise  counted. .. .      11,209  1,005  12,214 

Total     1,125,293  578,999  1,704,292 

Number  of  volumes  lost  or  withdrawn      59,194  74,456  133,650 

Total   number  at   end  of  year 1,066,099  504,543  1,570,642 
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USE 

Adult  Juvenile  Total 

*Number    of    volumes    of    fiction    lent 

for   home   use 4,030,654    2,397,086    6,427,740 

Total     number    of     volumes     lent     for 

home  use    12,816,807 

*Per  cent  fiction  lent  of  total  volumes 

lent  64.51% 

Circulation  per  capita 4.20 

Number    of    pictures,    photographs    and 

prints    lent    for    home    use 4Q9,706 

Other   circulation    (sheet   music) 36,916 

Number    of    persons    using    library    for 

reading  and   study 1,323,191 

REGISTRATION 

Adult  Juvenile  Tot.al 

fNumber  of  borrowers  registered  dur- 
ing year    88,228         47.001       135,229 

Total   number  of   registered  borrowers  594,209 

Registration  period,  j^ears 3 

Per  cent  registered  borrowers  of  popu- 
lation served 19% 

STAFF 

Number  of  staff,  library  service 857 

Number  of  staff,  janitor  service 82 

FINANCE 
Receipts 

Local    taxation    $1,969,158.29 

Invested  funds    12,173.60 

Fines  and  sale  of  publications 94,934.75 

Duplicate  pay  collection 15,666.52 

Interest  on  deposits 5,151.46 

tOther  sources    102,075.70 

Total    2,199,160.32 

Unexpended  balance   from  previous  j-ear 15,734.93 

Grand  total    $2,214,895.25 


*Central,  Branches.  Senior  and  Junior  High  School  Branches  only;  classified 
figures  from   other  agencies  not  available  at   this   time. 

tCentral  and  Branches  only.  Classified  figures  from  other  agencies  not  available 
at  this  time. 

tincludes  $81,360.76  received  from  Board  of  Education  for  salaries  in  13  senior 
high  school  libraries  and   10  junior  high  school  libraries. 


FIFTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  53 

Payments  for  Maintenance 

1.     Library  Operating  Expenses 

♦Librarians'  salaries   $1,064,314.48 

Books    307,666.29 

Periodicals 18,476.89 

Binding    96,129.51 

Supplies,   stationery,   printing,   etc 31,100.45 

Furniture,  equipment,  etc 15,975.39 

Telephone,   postage,    freight,   express 13,391.50 

Other  items   27,307.80 


Total    $1,574,362.31 

2.     Building  Operating  Expenses 

Janitors,   mechanics,   wages,   etc $  151,112.00 

Cleaning    supplies    and    equipment 2,215.98 

Building  repairs  and  minor  alterations 17,131.56 

Rent     49,290.00 

Heat    and    light 38,360,18 

Other   items    1,446.03 


Total    259,555.75 


Total    maintenance    expenses $1,833,918.06 

EXTKAORDIXARY    PaYiMEXTS 

New   Buildings    $    137.412.10 

Fines  paid  to   Pension   Fund 94,362.52 

Total    231,774.62 


Total  expense    $2,065,692.68 

Unexpended  balance  December  31,   1927  149,202.57 


Grand  total   $2,214,895.25 

Maintenance  expenditure  per  volume  of  circulation $0.14 

Maintenance   expenditure   per   capita -60 


♦Includes  $81,352.50  appropriated  by  Board  nf  Education  for  salaries  in  13  senior 
high  school   libraries  and    10  junior  high   school   libraries. 


i.m^VB^^' 
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